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Dr. Joel Filas

Business Manager
Benjamin School District 25
28W250 St. Charles Road
West Chicago, lllinois 60185

Dear Dr. Filas:
Thank you for using Baker Tilly US, LLP (Baker Tilly, we, our) as your auditors.

The purpose of this letter (the Engagement Letter) is to confirm our understanding of the terms and objectives of
our engagement and the nature of the services we will provide as independent accountants of Benjamin School

District 25 (Client, you, your).
Service and Related Report

We will audit the basic financial statements of Benjamin School District 25 as of and for the year ended June 30,
2026, and the related notes to the financial statements. Upon completion of our audit, we will provide Benjamin
School District 25 with our audit report on the financial statements and supplemental information referred fo
below. If, for any reasons caused by or relating to the affairs or management of Benjamin School District 25, we
are unable to complete the audit or are unable to or have not formed an opinion, or if we determine in our
professional judgment the circumstances necessitate, we may withdraw and decline to issue a report as a result

of this engagement.

The following supplementary information will also be subjected to the auditing procedures applied in our audit of
the financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling such
information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the financial statements or
to the financial statements themselves, and other additional procedures in accordance with auditing standards
generally accepted in the United States of America, and our auditor's report will provide an opinion on it in
relation to the financial statements as a whole.

> ISBE Form SD 50-35/JA50-60 (Annual Financial Report)

> GATA Consolidated Year End Financial Report (CYEFR)

Baker Tilly Advisory Group, LP and Baker Tilly US, LLP, trading as Baker Tilly, operate under an alternative practice structure and are
members of the global network of Baker Tilly International Ltd., the members of which are separate and independent legal entities. Baker
Tilly US, LLP is a licensed CPA firm that provides assurance services to its clients. Baker Tilly Advisory Group, LP and its subsidiary entities

provide tax and consulting services to their clients and are not licensed CPA firms. © 2024 Baker Tilly Advisory Group, LP
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As part of an audit in accordance with GAAS, we exercise professional judgment and maintain professional
skepticism throughout the audit. We will also:

> Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements and supplemental
information , whether due to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those
risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.
The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting
from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the

override of internal control.

> Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures
that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the
effectiveness of the entity’s internal control. However, we will communicate to you in writing concerning
any significant deficiencies or material weaknesses in internal control relevant to the audit of the
financial statements and supplemental information that we have identified during the audit.

> Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant
accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall presentation of the
financial statements and supplemental information , including the disclosures, and whether the
financial statements and supplemental information represent the underlying transactions and events in

a manner that achieves fair presentation.

> Conclude, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether there are conditions or events, considered in
the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the entity’s ability to continue as a going concern for a
reasonable period of time.

Because of the inherent limitations of an audit, together with the inherent limitations of internal controls, an
unavoidable risk that some material misstatements may not be detected exists, even though the audit is
properly planned and performed in accordance with GAAS. Because the determination of abuse is subjective,
Government Auditing Standards do not expect auditors to provide reasonable assurance of detecting abuse.
Our audit will include examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the
financial statements, assessing accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management,
and evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. Our audit does not relieve management or those
charged with governance of their responsibilities. Our audit is limited to the period covered by our audit and
does not extend to any later periods during which we are not engaged as auditor.

The audit will include obtaining an understanding of Benjamin School District 25 and its environment, including
internal controls, sufficient to assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements and to
determine the nature, timing and extent of further audit procedures. An audit is not designed to provide
assurance on internal control or to identify deficiencies in internal control. However, during the audit, we will
communicate to management and those charged with governance internal control matters that are required to
be communicated under professional standards. We will also inform you of any other matters involving internal
control, if any, as required by Government Auditing Standards.

Tests of controls may be performed to test the effectiveness of certain controls that we consider relevant to
preventing and detecting errors and fraud that are material to the financial statements and to preventing and
detecting misstatements resulting from illegal acts and other noncompliance matters that have a direct and
material effect on the financial statements. Our tests, if performed, will be less in scope than would be
necessary to render an opinion on internal control and, accordingly, no opinion will be expressed in our report
on internal control issued pursuant to Government Auditing Standards.
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Management's Responsibilities

Our audit will be conducted on the basis that the Benjamin School District 25's management and, when
appropriate, those charged with governance, acknowledge and understand that they have responsibility:

> For the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements and supplementary information in
accordance with the modified cash basis of accounting, which is a basis of accounting other than
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America;

> For the design, implementation, establishment, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the
preparation and fair presentation of financial statements and supplementary information that are free
from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error; and for evaluating and monitoring ongoing
activities to help ensure that appropriate goals and objectives are met and;

> To provide us with:

o Access to all information of which management is aware that is relevant to the preparation and fair
presentation of the financial statements and supplementary information such as records,
documentation, and other matters;

> Additional information that we may request from management for the purpose of the audit; and

°  Unrestricted access to persons within the Benjamin School District 25 from whom we determine it
necessary to obtain audit evidence

You are responsible for identifying and ensuring that the entity complies with applicable laws, regulations,
contracts, agreements, and grants and for taking timely and appropriate steps to remedy fraud and
noncompliance with provisions of laws, regulations, contracts or grant agreements, or abuse that we report.

Management is responsible for establishing and maintaining a process for tracking the status of audit findings
and recommendations. Management is also responsible for identifying for us previous financial audits,
attestation engagements, performance audits or other studies related to the objectives discussed above. This
responsibility includes relaying to us corrective actions taken to address significant findings and
recommendations resulting from those audits, attestation engagements, performance audits or studies. You are
also responsible for providing management's views on our current findings, conclusions and recommendations,
as well as your planned corrective actions for the report, and for the timing and format for providing that
information.

You are responsible for the preparation of the supplementary information in conformity with modified cash basis
of accounting. You agree to include our report on the supplementary information in any document that contains,
and indicates that we have reported on, the supplementary information. You further agree to make the audited
financial statements readily available to users of the supplementary information no jater than the date the
supplementary information is issued with our report thereon. Your responsibilities include acknowledging to us
in the representation letter that (a) you are responsible for presentation of the supplementary information in
accordance with modified cash basis of accounting; (b) that you believe the supplementary information,
including its form and content, is fairly presented in accordance with modified cash basis of accounting; (c) that
the methods of measurement or presentation have not changed from those used in the prior period (or, if they
have changed, the reasons for such changes); and (d) you have disclosed to us any significant assumptions or
interpretations underlying the measurement or presentation of the supplementary information.
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In connection with our performance of any nonattest services, Baker Tilly US, LLP or Baker Tilly Advisory
Group, LP agree that you will:

> Continue to make all management decisions and perform all management functions, including
approving all journal entries and general ledger classifications when they are submitted to you.

> Designate an employee with suitable skill, knowledge, and/or experience, preferably within senior
management, to oversee the services performed.

> Evaluate the adequacy and results of the nonattest services performed.
> Accept responsibility for the results of the nonattest services.

> Establish and maintain internal controls, including monitoring ongoing activities related to the nonattest
function.

On a periodic basis, as needed, we will meet with you to discuss your accounting records and the management
implications of your financial statements. We will notify you, in writing, of any matters that we believe you should
be aware of and will meet with you upon request.

Other Documents

If you intend to reproduce or publish the financial statements in an annual report or other information (excluding
official statements), and make reference to our firm name in connection therewith, you agree to publish the
financial statements in their entirety. In addition, you agree to provide us, for our approval and consent, proofs
before printing and final materials before distribution.

If you intend to reproduce or publish the financial statements in an official statement, unless we establish a
separate agreement to be involved in the issuance, any official statements issued by Benjamin School District
25 must contain a statement that Baker Tilly is not associated with the official statement, which shall read
"Baker Tilly US, LLP, our independent auditor, has not been engaged to perform and has not performed, since
the date of its report included herein, any procedures on the financial statements addressed in that report.
Baker Tilly US, LLP, has also not performed any procedures relating to this official statement."

With regard to the electronic dissemination of audited financial statements, including financial statements
published electronically on your Internet website, you understand that electronic sites are a means to distribute
information and, therefore, we are not required to read the information contained in these sites or to consider
the consistency of other information in the electronic site with the original document.

We will provide copies of our reports to Benjamin School District 25 however, management is responsible for
distribution of the reports and the financial statements. Copies of our reports are to be made available for public
inspection unless restricted by law or regulation or if they contain privileged and Confidential Information.

The documentation for this engagement, including the workpapers, is the property of Baker Tilly and constitutes
Confidential Information. However, pursuant to authority given by law or regulation, we may be requested to
make certain audit documentation available to federal or state agencies for purposes of a quality review of the
audit, to resolve audit findings, or to carry out oversight responsibilities. We will notify you of any such request. If
requested, access to such audit documentation will be provided under the supervision of Baker Tilly personnel.
Furthermore, upon request, we may provide copies of selected audit documentation to the aforementioned
parties. These parties may intend, or decide, to distribute the copies or information contained therein to others,
including other governmental agencies.
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 Significant delays or errors in the draft financial statements and necessary schedules prepared by Benjamin
School District 25's personnel.

o Implementation of new general ledger software or a new chart of accounts by Benjamin School District 25.

« Significant changes in Benjamin School District 25’s business operations, including business combinations,
the creation of new entities, divisions, or subsidiaries within Benjamin School District 25, significant new
employment or equity agreements, or significant subsequent events. Certain business transactions or
changes in business operations or conditions, financial reporting, and/or auditing standards may require us
to utilize the services of internal or external valuation or tax specialists.

« New financing arrangements or modifications to existing financing arrangements, or significant new federal
or state funding.

 Significant deficiencies or material weaknesses in the design or operating effectiveness of Benjamin School
District 25's internal control over financial reporting identified during the audit.

s A significant level of proposed audit adjustments.

e Issuance of additional accounting or auditing standards subsequent to or effective for'the periods covered
by this Engagement Letter.

s Circumstances beyond our control.

For new business transactions or changes in business operations or conditions, financial reporting and/or
auditing standards may require us to utilize the services of internal or external valuation or tax specialists. This
includes matters such as business combinations, impairment evaluations, and going concern evaluation, among
other potential needs for specialists. The time and cost of such services are not included in the fee estimate

provided.

Revisions to the scope of our work will be communicated to you and may be set forth in the form of an
"Amendment to Existing Engagement Letter.” In addition, if we discover compliance issues that require us to
perform additional procedures and/or provide assistance with these matters, fees at our standard hourly rates

apply.

To the extent applicable, Baker Tilly’s fees are exclusive of any federal, national, regional, state, provincial or
local taxes, including any VAT or other withholdings, imposed on this transaction, the fees, or on Client’s use of
the Services or possession of the Deliverable (individually or collectively, the Taxes). All applicable Taxes shall
be paid by Client without deduction from any fees owed by Client to Baker Tilly. In the event Client fails to pay
any Taxes when due, Client shall defend, indemnify, and hold harmless Baker Tilly, its officers, agents,
employees and consultants from and against any and all fines, penalties, damages, costs (including, but not
limited to, claims, liabilities or losses arising from or related to such failure by Client) and will pay any and all
damages, as well as all costs, including, but not limited to, mediation and arbitration fees and expenses as well
as attorneys’ fees, associated with Client's breach of this section.
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Baker Tilly has established information security related operational requirements that support the achievement
of our information security commitments, relevant information security related laws and regulations, and other
information security related system requirements. Such requirements are communicated in Baker Tilly's policies
and procedures, system design documentation and contracts with customers. Information security policies have
been implemented that define our approach to how systems and data are protected. Client is responsible for
providing timely written notification to Baker Tilly of any additions, changes or removals of access for Client
personnel to Baker Tilly provided systems or applications. If Client becomes aware of any known or suspected
information security or privacy related incidents or breaches related to this agreement, Client should timely
notify Baker Tilly via email at dataprotectionofficer@bakertilly.com.

Any additional services that may be requested, and we agree to provide, may be the subject of a separate
engagement letter.

With respect to this Engagement Letter and any information supplied in connection with this Engagement Letter
and designated by the disclosing party (the “Disclosing Party”) as “Confidential Information™ either by marking it
as “confidential” prior to disclosure to the receiving party (the “Recipient”) or, if such information is disclosed
orally or by inspection, then by indicating to the Recipient that the information is confidential at the time of
disclosure and confirming in writing to the Recipient, the confidential nature of the information within ten (10)
business days of such disclosure, or is information which a reasonable person would deem to be confidential
based on the nature of the information and the circumstances surrounding its disclosure, the Recipient agrees
to: (i) protect the Confidential Information in the same manner in which it protects its Confidential Information of
like importance, but in no case using less than reasonable care; (ii) use the Confidential Information only to
perform its obligations under this Engagement Letter; and (iii) reproduce Confidential Information only as
required to perform its obligations under this Engagement Letter. This section shall not apply to information
which is (a) publicly known, (b) already known to the Recipient, (c) disclosed to Recipient by a third party
without restriction, (d) independently developed, or (e) disclosed pursuant to legal requirement or order, or as is
required by regulations or professional standards governing the services performed. Subject to the foregoing,
Baker Tilly may disclose Client’s Confidential Information to its subcontractors and subsidiaries.

We may be required to disclose Confidential information to federal, state and international regulatory bodies or
a court in criminal or other civil litigation. In the event that we receive a request from a third party (including a
subpoena, summons or discovery demand in litigation) calling for the production of information, we will promptly
notify Benjamin School District 25, unless otherwise prohibited. In the event we are requested by Benjamin
School District 25 or required by government regulation, subpoena or other legal process to produce our
engagement working papers or our personnel as witnesses with respect to services rendered to Benjamin
School District 25, so long as we are not a party to the proceeding in which the information is sought, we may
seek reimbursement for our professional time and expenses, as well as the fees and legal expenses, incurred in
responding to such a request.

We may be required to disclose Confidential Information with respect to complying with certain professional
obligations, such as peer review programs. All participants in such peer review programs are bound by the
same confidentiality requirements as Baker Tilly and its employees. Baker Tilly will not be required to notify
Benjamin School District 25 if disclosure of Confidential information is necessary for peer review purposes.

We would expect to continue to perform our services under the arrangements discussed above from year to
year, unless for some reason you or we find that some change is necessary. We will, of course, be happy to
provide Benjamin School District 25 with any other services you may find necessary or desirable.

Rev. June 2024



Dr. Joel Filas
Benjamin School District 25

April 1, 2026
Page 13

Limitation on Damages and Indemnification

THE LIABILITY (INCLUDING ATTORNEY’S FEES AND ALL OTHER COSTS) OF BAKER TILLY AND ITS
PRESENT OR FORMER PARTNERS, PRINCIPALS, AGENTS OR EMPLOYEES RELATED TO ANY CLAIM
FOR DAMAGES RELATING TO THE SERVICES PERFORMED UNDER THIS ENGAGEMENT LETTER
SHALL NOT EXCEED THE FEES PAID TO BAKER TILLY FOR THE PORTION OF THE WORK TO WHICH
THE CLAIM RELATES, EXCEPT TO THE EXTENT FINALLY DETERMINED TO HAVE RESULTED FROM
THE WILLFUL MISCONDUCT OR FRAUDULENT BEHAVIOR OF BAKER TILLY RELATING TO SUCH
SERVICES. THIS LIMITATION OF LIABILITY IS INTENDED TO APPLY TO THE FULL EXTENT ALLOWED
BY LAW. REGARDLESS OF THE GROUNDS OR NATURE OF ANY CLAIM ASSERTED, INCLUDING THE
NEGLIGENCE OF EITHER PARTY. ADDITIONALLY, IN NO EVENT SHALL EITHER PARTY BE LIABLE FOR
ANY LOST PROFITS, LOST BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY, LOST DATA, CONSEQUENTIAL, SPECIAL,
INCIDENTAL, EXEMPLARY OR PUNITIVE DAMAGES, DELAYS OR INTERRUPTIONS ARISING OUT OF OR
RELATED TO THIS ENGAGEMENT LETTER EVEN IF THE OTHER PARTY HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE
POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES.

As Baker Tilly is performing the services solely for your benefit, you will indemnify Baker Tilly, its subsidiaries
and their present or former partners, principals, employees, officers and agents against all costs, fees,
expenses, damages and liabilities (including attorney's fees and all defense costs) associated with any third-
party claim, relating to or arising as a result of the services, or this Engagement Letter.

Because of the importance of the information that you provide to Baker Tilly with respect to Baker Tilly’s ability
to perform the services, you hereby release Baker Tilly and its present and former partners, principals, agents
and employees from any liability, damages, fees, expenses and costs, including attorney's fees, relating to the
services, that arise from or relate to any information, including representations by management, provided by
you, its personnel or agents, that is not complete, accurate or current, whether or not management knew or
should have known that such information was not complete, accurate or current.

Each party recognizes and agrees that the warranty disclaimers and liability and remedy limitations in this
Engagement Letter are material bargained for bases of this Engagement Letter and that they have been taken
into account and reflected in determining the consideration to be given by each party under this Engagement
Letter and in the decision by each party to enter into this Engagement Letter.

The terms of this section shall apply regardiess of the nature of any claim asserted (including, but not limited to,
contract, tort or any form of negligence, whether of you, Baker Tilly or others), but these terms shall not apply to
the extent finally determined to be contrary to the applicable law or regulation. These terms shall also continue
to apply after any termination of this Engagement Letter.

You accept and acknowledge that any legal proceedings arising from or in conjunction with the services
provided under this Engagement Letter must be commenced within twelve (12) months after the performance of
the services for which the action is brought, without consideration as to the time of discovery of any claim or any
other statutes of limitations or repose.

Other Matters

Neither this Engagement Letter, any claim, nor any rights or licenses granted hereunder may be assigned,
delegated or subcontracted by either party without the written consent of the other party. Either party may
assign and transfer this Engagement Letter to any successor that acquires all or substantially all of the business
or assets of such party by way of merger, consolidation, other business reorganization or the sale of interest or
assets, provided that the party notifies the other party in writing of such assignment and the successor agrees in
writing to be bound by the terms and conditions of this Engagement Letter.
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This agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the state of lllinois, without
giving effect to the provisions relating to conflict of laws.

We appreciate the opportunity to be of service to you.

If there are any questions regarding this Engagement Letter, please contact Nick Cavaliere, the professional on
this engagement who is responsible for the overall supervision and review of the engagement and determining
that the engagement has been completed in accordance with professional standards. Nick Cavaliere is
available at 630.645.6244, or at n.cavaliere@bakertilly.com.

Sincerely,

~T
ééifQ@i./ﬁA%%/ 6255 LLF
BAKER TILLY US, LLP

Enclosure

The services and terms as set forth in this Engagement Letter are agreed to by:

Patick M (rl‘l l

Official's Name

floz;»‘” MM

Official's Signature

Supermbgnlonk

Title !
q[a/2l

Date
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