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Curriculum is the way in which learning content standards and 
performance expectations are designed and organized at the district, grade, 
or course level to define what students should understand, know, and be 
able to do.  

Standards serve as anchors for curriculum; but curriculum is designed to 
frame meaning for those standards, deepen understanding, and 
ensure relevance and transfer of learning for students.

What is Curriculum?



● Curriculum reflects and is grounded in a shared vision for 
teaching and learning. 

● Systems and structures for curriculum foster 
coherence and consistency.

● A curriculum design process is strengthened through 

collaboration and communication. 

Guiding Principles



About Curriculum Design
Curriculum design is an ongoing cycle that allows for analysis, design, 
implementation, reflection, and revision of discipline-specific 
content, student outcomes, and learning experiences. 

This iterative process attends to alignment with standards, depth of 
learning that is responsive to students, and  both horizontal and 
vertical articulation in support of New Fairfield Public School’s vision 
of a learner.
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Curriculum For the Student … How students learn, A changing world

Stage 2: 
Evidence

Stage 3: 
Learning Plan

○ Putting Students at the Center

○ Top 20 Principles from Psychology for PreK-12 Teaching and Learning, p. 6

○ Mind, Brain, and Education

○ Media Literacy Education and AI

What does this mean for curriculum design?

Active Engagement, Student Voice, Relevance, Critical Thinking, Feedback,  
Goal-setting, Reflection, Self-assessment, Connections

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QM8bgp2Q6KzYG50sVx0qrF4g3iA5Jx-X/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fpYn3Mmb-6ZD84CvLlh5IT-on6j7vK7t/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eDvN8MczTOpJ8Dx2-bUU-g54pxRiuAV8/view
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/education-now/24/04/media-literacy-education-and-ai


Stage 2: 
Evidence

Stage 3: 
Learning Plan

Deep Learning AND 
Learning that Transfers



Stage 1: 
Intended Outcomes

Stage 2: 
Evidence

Stage 3: 
Learning Plan

Understanding by Design (UbD) 







“The best test preparation is teaching for understanding and transfer 
in authentic and engaging ways, while giving students some practice 
in the test format.”   - J. McTighe


