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ADD POLICY 
To ensure sufficient security and protection of students, staff, and 
property, the Board authorizes the formation of a District police de-
partment and shall employ and commission police officers. 

The chief of police shall be accountable to and shall report to the 
Superintendent. In accordance with law, the Superintendent shall 
not delegate this supervisory responsibility. 

The jurisdiction of police officers shall include all territory within 
District boundaries, as well as all real and personal property out-
side the boundaries of the District that is owned, leased, or rented 
by the District, or is otherwise under the District’s control. 

Police officers employed by the District shall have all the powers, 
privileges, and immunities of police officers on or off duty within the 
jurisdiction of the District. Subject to limitations in law, District po-
lice officers shall have the authority to: 

1. Protect the safety and welfare of any person in the jurisdiction 
of the District and protect the property of the District. 

2. Enforce all laws, including municipal ordinances, county ordi-
nances, and state laws, and investigate violations of law as 
needed. In doing so, District police officers may serve search 
warrants in connection with District-related investigations in 
compliance with the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure. 

3. Arrest suspects consistent with state and federal statutory 
and constitutional standards governing arrests, including ar-
rests without warrant, for offenses that occur in the officer’s 
presence or under the other rules set out in the Texas Code of 
Criminal Procedure. 

4. Coordinate and cooperate with commissioned officers of all 
other law enforcement agencies in the enforcement of this 
policy as necessary. 

5. Enforce District policies, rules, and regulations on District 
property, in school zones, at bus stops, or at District functions. 

6. Investigate violations of District policy, rules, and regulations 
as requested by the Superintendent and participate in hear-
ings concerning alleged violations. 

7. Carry weapons as directed by the chief of police and ap-
proved by the Superintendent. 

8. Carry out all other duties as directed by the chief of police or 
Superintendent. 
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District police officers shall not be assigned routine classroom dis-
cipline or administrative tasks.   

District police officers shall enforce all laws, including municipal or-
dinances, county ordinances, and state laws within another law en-
forcement agency’s jurisdiction while temporarily assigned to the 
other agency. 

No officer commissioned under this policy shall provide law en-
forcement or security services for an outside employer without prior 
written approval from the chief of police and Superintendent. 

The District’s police department and the law enforcement agencies 
with which it has overlapping jurisdiction shall enter into a memo-
randum of understanding that outlines reasonable communication 
and coordination efforts among the department and the agencies. 
The chief of police and the Superintendent shall review the memo-
randum of understanding at least once every year. The memoran-
dum of understanding shall be approved by the Board. 

If available, video equipment shall be used on a District police car 
for safety purposes whenever the flashing lights on the car are in 
use. 

Recordings shall be considered law enforcement records, shall re-
main in the custody of the chief of police, and shall be maintained 
as required by the department regulations manual and law. A par-
ent or student who wishes to view a video recording in response to 
disciplinary action taken against the student may request such ac-
cess under the procedures set out by law. [See FL(LEGAL)] 

District officers shall use body-worn cameras only when performing 
official law enforcement duties and in accordance with the provi-
sions of the District police department’s body-worn camera pro-
gram. Officers shall receive training on the program, including 
proper use and operation of cameras. Any District employee who 
has access to data from body-worn cameras shall receive training 
on storage, retention, and release of recordings.  

All District officers shall receive at least the minimum amount of ed-
ucation and training required by law. 

To carry out the provisions in this policy, the police department 
shall compile and maintain a manual that describes and sets forth 
operational procedures, rules, and regulations pertaining to the ad-
ministration of police services. The chief of police and the Superin-
tendent shall review the manual annually and make any appropri-
ate revisions. 
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The chief of police shall develop and implement regulations to en-
sure compliance with state law regarding racial profiling. Police of-
ficers employed by the District shall not initiate any law enforce-
ment action based on an individual’s race, ethnicity, or national 
origin. 

The use of force, including deadly force, shall be authorized only 
when reasonable and necessary, as outlined in the department 
regulations manual. 

Officers shall not engage in high-speed chases in a motor vehicle 
when the immediate danger to the public or the officer created by 
the pursuit exceeds the immediate or potential danger presented 
by the offenders remaining at large. Guidelines for high-speed pur-
suits shall be addressed in the department regulations manual. 

Complaints against a District police officer shall be in writing on a 
form provided by the District and shall be signed by the person 
making the complaint. In accordance with law, the District shall pro-
vide to the police officer a copy of the complaint. 

Appeals regarding this complaint process shall be filed in accord-
ance with DGBA, FNG, or GF, as appropriate. 
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PROPOSED REVISIONS 
Each District employee shall perform his or her duties in accord-
ance with state and federal law, District policy, and ethical stand-
ards. The District holds all employees accountable to the Educa-
tors’ Code of Ethics. [See DH(EXHIBIT)] 

Each District employee shall recognize and respect the rights of 
students, parents, other employees, and members of the commu-
nity and shall work cooperatively with others to serve the best inter-
ests of the District. 

An employee wishing to express concern, complaints, or criticism 
shall do so through appropriate channels. [See DGBA] 

Each employee shall comply with the standards of conduct set out 
in this policy and with any other policies, regulations, and guide-
lines that impose duties, requirements, or standards attendant to 
his or her status as a District employee. Violation of any policies, 
regulations, or guidelines, including intentionally making a false 
claim, offering a false statement, or refusing to cooperate with a 
District investigation, may result in disciplinary action, including ter-
mination of employment. [See DCD and DF series] 

The District prohibits the use, possession, or display of any firearm, 
location-restricted knife, club, or prohibited weapon, as defined at 
FNCG, on District property at all times.  

No violation of this policy occurs when: 

1. Use or possession of a firearm by a specific employee is au-
thorized by Board action. [See CKEA] 

1.2. A District employee who holds a Texas handgun license 
stores a handgun or other firearm in a locked vehicle in a 
parking lot, parking garage, or other parking area provided by 
the District, provided the handgun or other firearm is not in 
plain view; or 

2.3. The use, possession, or display of an otherwise prohibited 
weapon takes place as part of a District-approved activity su-
pervised by proper authorities. [See FOD] 

A certified employee, licensed employee, or any other employee 
designated in writing by the Superintendent or a campus principal 
may use electronic communication, as this term is defined by law, 
with currently enrolled students only about matters within the scope 
of the employee’s professional responsibilities. 

Unless an exception has been made in accordance with the em-
ployee handbook or other administrative regulations, an employee 
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shall not use a personal electronic communication platform, appli-
cation, or account to communicate with currently enrolled students. 

Unless authorized above, all other employees are prohibited from 
using electronic communication directly with students who are cur-
rently enrolled in the District. The employee handbook or other ad-
ministrative regulations shall further detail: 

1. Exceptions for family and social relationships; 

2. The circumstances under which an employee may use text 
messaging to communicate with individual students or student 
groups;  

3. Hours of the day during which electronic communication is 
discouraged or prohibited; and  

4. Other matters deemed appropriate by the Superintendent or 
designee. 

In accordance with ethical standards applicable to all District em-
ployees [see DH(EXHIBIT)], an employee shall be prohibited from 
using electronic communications in a manner that constitutes pro-
hibited harassment or abuse of a District student; adversely affects 
the student’s learning, mental health, or safety; includes threats of 
violence against the student; reveals confidential information about 
the student; or constitutes an inappropriate communication with a 
student, as described in the Educators’ Code of Ethics. 

An employee shall have no expectation of privacy in electronic 
communications with students. Each employee shall comply with 
the District’s requirements for records retention and destruction to 
the extent those requirements apply to electronic communication. 
[See CPC]   

All employees shall be held to the same professional standards in 
their public use of electronic communication as for any other public 
conduct. If an employee’s use of electronic communication violates 
state or federal law or District policy, or interferes with the em-
ployee’s ability to effectively perform his or her job duties, the em-
ployee is subject to disciplinary action, up to and including termina-
tion of employment. 

In accordance with administrative regulations, an employee shall 
notify his or her supervisor when a student engages in improper 
electronic communication with the employee. 

An employee shall not be required to disclose his or her personal 
email address or personal phone number to a student. 
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Each employee shall adhere to District safety rules and regulations 
and shall report unsafe conditions or practices to the appropriate 
supervisor. 

An employee shall not engage in prohibited harassment, including 
sexual harassment, of: 

1. Other employees. [See DIA] 

2. Students. [See FFH; see FFG regarding child abuse and ne-
glect.] 

While acting in the course of employment, an employee shall not 
engage in prohibited harassment, including sexual harassment, of 
other persons, including Board members, vendors, contractors, 
volunteers, or parents. 

An employee shall report child abuse or neglect as required by law. 
[See FFG] 

An employee shall not form romantic or other inappropriate social 
relationships with students. Any sexual relationship between a stu-
dent and a District employee is always prohibited, even if consen-
sual. [See FFH] 

As required by law, the District shall notify the parent of a student 
with whom an educator is alleged to have engaged in certain mis-
conduct. [See FFF] 

An employee shall not smoke or use tobacco products or e-ciga-
rettes on District property, in District vehicles, or at school-related 
activities. [See also GKA] 

As a condition of employment, an employee shall abide by the 
terms of the following drug-free workplace provisions. An employee 
shall notify the Superintendent in writing if the employee is con-
victed for a violation of a criminal drug statute occurring in the 
workplace in accordance with Arrests, Indictments, Convictions, 
and Other Adjudications, below. 

An employee shall not manufacture, distribute, dispense, possess, 
use, or be under the influence of any of the following substances 
during working hours while on District property or at school-related 
activities during or outside of usual working hours: 

1. Any controlled substance or dangerous drug as defined by 
law, including but not limited to marijuana, any narcotic drug, 
hallucinogen, stimulant, depressant, amphetamine, or barbitu-
rate. 

2. Alcohol or any alcoholic beverage. 
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3. Any abusable glue, aerosol paint, or any other chemical sub-
stance for inhalation. 

4. Any other intoxicant or mood-changing, mind-altering, or be-
havior-altering drug. 

An employee need not be legally intoxicated to be considered “un-
der the influence” of a controlled substance or alcohol. 

It shall not be considered a violation of this policy if the employee: 

1. Manufactures, possesses, or dispenses a substance listed 
above as part of the employee’s job responsibilities; 

2. Uses or possesses a controlled substance or drug authorized 
by a licensed physician prescribed for the employee’s per-
sonal use; or 

3. Possesses a controlled substance or drug that a licensed 
physician has prescribed for the employee’s child or other in-
dividual for whom the employee is a legal guardian. 

4. Consumes an alcoholic beverage served at a school-related 
activity or event that takes place off District property and at 
which alcohol may be legally served, so long as the employee 
does not have specific assigned duties at the event. 

An employee who violates these drug-free workplace provisions 
shall be subject to disciplinary sanctions. Sanctions may include:  

1. Referral to drug and alcohol counseling or rehabilitation pro-
grams; 

2. Referral to employee assistance programs; 

3. Termination from employment with the District; and  

4. Referral to appropriate law enforcement officials for prosecu-
tion. 

Employees shall receive a copy of this policy. 

An employee shall notify his or her principal or immediate supervi-
sor within three calendar days of any arrest, indictment, conviction, 
no contest or guilty plea, or other adjudication of the employee for 
any felony, any offense involving moral turpitude, and any of the 
other offenses as indicated below: 

1. Crimes involving school property or funds; 

2. Crimes involving attempt by fraudulent or unauthorized 
means to obtain or alter any certificate or permit that would 
entitle any person to hold or obtain a position as an educator; 
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3. Crimes that occur wholly or in part on school property or at a 
school-sponsored activity; or 

4. Crimes involving moral turpitude, which include: 

 Dishonesty; fraud; deceit; theft; misrepresentation; 

 Deliberate violence; 

 Base, vile, or depraved acts that are intended to arouse 
or gratify the sexual desire of the actor; 

 Felony possession or conspiracy to possess, or any mis-
demeanor or felony transfer, sale, distribution, or con-
spiracy to transfer, sell, or distribute any controlled sub-
stance defined in Chapter 481 of the Health and Safety 
Code; 

 Felony driving while intoxicated (DWI); or 

 Acts constituting abuse or neglect under the Texas Fam-
ily Code. 

An employee’s dress and grooming shall be clean, neat, in a man-
ner appropriate for his or her assignment, and in accordance with 
any additional standards established by his or her supervisor and 
approved by the Superintendent. 

Dress and Grooming 
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PROPOSED REVISIONS (See pg. 4) 
The Superintendent shall develop administrative regulations ad-
dressing employee leaves and absences to implement the provi-
sions of this policy. 

The term “immediate family” is defined as: 

1. Spouse. 

2. Son or daughter, including a biological, adopted, or foster 
child, a son- or daughter-in-law, a stepchild, a legal ward, or a 
child for whom the employee stands in loco parentis. 

3. Parent, stepparent, parent-in-law, or other individual who 
stands in loco parentis to the employee. 

4. Sibling, stepsibling, and sibling-in-law. 

5. Grandparent and grandchild. 

6. Any person residing in the employee’s household at the time 
of illness or death.  

For purposes of the Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA), the 
definitions of spouse, parent, son or daughter, and next of kin are 
found in DECA(LEGAL). 

The term “family emergency” shall be limited to disasters and life-
threatening situations involving the employee or a member of the 
employee’s immediate family.  

A “leave day” for purposes of earning, using, or recording leave 
shall mean the number of hours per day equivalent to the em-
ployee’s usual assignment, whether full-time or part-time. 

A “school year” for purposes of earning, using, or recording leave 
shall mean the term of the employee’s annual employment as set 
by the District for the employee’s usual assignment, whether full-
time or part-time. 

A catastrophic illness or injury is a severe condition or combination 
of conditions affecting the mental or physical health of the em-
ployee or a member of the employee’s immediate family that re-
quires the services of a licensed practitioner for a prolonged period 
of time and that forces the employee to exhaust all leave time 
earned by that employee and to lose compensation from the Dis-
trict. Such conditions typically require prolonged hospitalization or 
recovery or are expected to result in disability or death. Conditions 
relating to pregnancy or childbirth shall be considered catastrophic 
if they meet the requirements of this paragraph. 
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Note:  For District contribution to employee insurance during 
leave, see CRD(LOCAL). 

The District shall make state personal leave and local leave for the 
current year available for use at the beginning of the school year.  

If an employee separates from employment with the District before 
his or her last duty day of the school year or begins employment 
after the first duty day of the school year, state personal leave shall 
be prorated based on the actual time employed.  

If an employee separates from employment before the last duty 
day of the school year, the employee’s final paycheck shall be re-
duced for state personal leave the employee used beyond his or 
her pro rata entitlement for the school year. 

An employee shall submit medical certification of the need for 
leave if: 

1. The employee is absent more than five consecutive workdays 
because of personal illness or illness in the immediate family; 

2. The District requires medical certification due to a questiona-
ble pattern of absences or when deemed necessary by the 
supervisor or Superintendent; or 

3. The employee requests FMLA leave for the employee’s seri-
ous health condition; a serious health condition of the em-
ployee’s spouse, parent, or child; or for military caregiver 
leave. 

In each case, medical certification shall be made by a health-care 
provider as defined by the FMLA. [See DECA(LEGAL)] 

The Board requires employees to differentiate the manner in which 
state personal leave is used.  

Nondiscretionary use of leave shall be for the same reasons and in 
the same manner as state sick leave accumulated before May 30, 
1995. [See DEC(LEGAL)] 

Nondiscretionary use includes leave related to the birth or place-
ment of a child and taken within the first year after the child’s birth, 
adoption, or foster placement. 

Discretionary use of leave is at the individual employee’s discre-
tion, subject to limitations set out below. 
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In deciding whether to approve or deny a request for discretionary 
use of state personal leave, the supervisor shall not seek or con-
sider the reasons for which an employee requests to use leave. 
The supervisor shall, however, consider the duration of the re-
quested absence in conjunction with the effect of the employee’s 
absence on the educational program and District operations, as 
well as the availability of substitutes. 

Discretionary use of state personal leave shall not exceed five con-
secutive workdays. 

Each employee shall earn five, six, or seven paid local leave days 
per school year in accordance with administrative regulations. 

Local leave shall accumulate without limit. 

Local leave shall be used according to the terms and conditions of 
state sick leave accumulated before the 1995–96 school year, ex-
cept that an employee may contribute local leave to a sick leave 
bank. [See DEC(LEGAL)]  

The District shall establish a sick leave bank that employees may 
join through contribution of local leave.  

Leave contributed to the bank shall be solely for the use of partici-
pating employees. An employee who is a member of the bank may 
request leave from the bank if the employee or a member of the 
employee’s immediate family experiences a catastrophic illness or 
injury and the absence extends at least ten consecutive days after 
the employee has exhausted all paid leave and any applicable 
compensatory time. 

The Superintendent shall develop regulations for the operation of 
the sick leave bank that address the following: 

1. Membership in the sick leave bank, including the number of 
days an employee must contribute to become a member; 

2. Procedures to request leave from the sick leave bank; 

3. The maximum number of days per school year a member em-
ployee may receive from the sick leave bank; 

4. The committee or administrator authorized to consider re-
quests for leave from the sick leave bank and criteria for 
granting requests; and 

5. Other procedures deemed necessary for the operation of the 
sick leave bank. 
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All decisions regarding the sick leave bank may be appealed by 
submitting a letter to the sick leave bank facilitator in accordance 
with administrative regulations. 

A District peace officer who experiences a traumatic event in the 
scope of employment shall be granted a maximum of 3 days of 
mental health leave per traumatic event. Such leave shall be pro-
vided in accordance with administrative regulations and shall not 
be deducted from the employee’s pay or leave balance. 

The Superintendent shall develop regulations regarding mental 
health leave that address the following: 

1. Circumstances or reasons under which a peace officer may 
use mental health leave; 

2. Procedures for requesting mental health leave and maintain-
ing the anonymity of the requester; 

3. The administrator authorized to approve requests for mental 
health leave; and 

4. Other procedures deemed necessary for administering this 
provision. 

A District peace officer shall be granted quarantine leave when or-
dered by the local health authority or the peace officer’s supervisor 
to quarantine or isolate due to possible or known exposure to a 
communicable disease while on duty. Such leave shall be provided 
in accordance with administrative regulations and shall not be de-
ducted from the employee’s pay or leave balance. 

The Superintendent shall develop regulations regarding quarantine 
leave that address the following: 

1. Continuation of all employment benefits and compensation for 
the duration of the leave; 

2. Reimbursement for reasonable costs related to the quaran-
tine; and 

3. Other procedures deemed necessary for administering this 
provision. 

FMLA leave shall run concurrently with applicable paid leave and 
compensatory time, as applicable. 

Note: See DECA(LEGAL) for provisions addressing FMLA. 
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For purposes of an employee’s entitlement to FMLA leave, the 12-
month period shall be July 1 through June 30. 

When both spouses are employed by the District, the District shall 
limit FMLA leave for the birth, adoption, or placement of a child, or 
to care for a parent with a serious health condition, to a combined 
total of 12 weeks. The District shall limit military caregiver leave to 
a combined total of 26 weeks.  

The District shall not permit use of intermittent or reduced schedule 
FMLA leave for the care of a newborn child or for the adoption or 
placement of a child with the employee. 

When an employee requests leave, the employee shall provide 
certification, in accordance with FMLA regulations, of the need for 
leave.  

In accordance with administrative regulations, when an employee 
takes FMLA leave due to the employee’s own serious health condi-
tion, the employee shall provide, before resuming work, a fitness-
for-duty certification.  

When a teacher takes leave near the end of the semester, the Dis-
trict may require the teacher to continue leave until the end of the 
semester.  

Any full-time employee shall be eligible for temporary disability 
leave. For an eligible employee whose position requires educator 
certification by the State Board for Educator Certification or by the 
District, the maximum length of temporary disability leave shall be 
180 calendar days. For an eligible employee whose position does 
require educator certification, the maximum length of temporary 
disability leave shall be 90 calendar days. [See DBB(LOCAL) for 
temporary disability leave placement and DEC(LEGAL) for return 
to active duty.] 

An employee’s notification of need for extended absence due to 
the employee’s own medical condition shall be forwarded to the 
Superintendent as a request for temporary disability leave. 

The District shall require the employee to use temporary disability 
leave and paid leave, including any compensatory time, concur-
rently with FMLA leave. 

Note: Workers’ compensation is not a form of leave. The work-
ers’ compensation law does not require the continuation 
of the District’s contribution to health insurance.  
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An absence due to a work-related injury or illness shall be desig-
nated as FMLA leave, temporary disability leave, and/or assault 
leave, as applicable. 

The District shall permit the option for paid leave offset in conjunc-
tion with workers’ compensation income benefits. [See CRE] 

Absences due to compliance with a valid subpoena or for jury duty 
shall be fully compensated by the District and shall not be de-
ducted from the employee’s pay or leave balance. 

An employee hired by the District before September 19, 1991 or 
hired after this date whose employment contract includes the pay-
ment for unused accumulated leave and who retires after at least 
ten consecutive years of TRS-creditable service in the District, in 
accordance with TRS provisions, shall be paid for the unused leave 
earned in the District to a maximum of 150 days or the maximum 
number of days provided in his or her employment contract.  

To receive the payment, the employee shall submit a written appli-
cation for payment within 90 days after termination of employment 
and provide documentation that payment of service retirement ben-
efits from TRS has begun. This benefit shall be available only to an 
employee who is eligible for and actually receives a service retire-
ment annuity upon termination of employment. 

If an employee who meets the eligibility criteria for the buyback 
provision experiences death while employed with the District or 
within 90 days after termination from the District, the District shall 
pay the employee’s estate for the unused leave in accordance with 
these provisions. 

The employee shall receive payment for each day of accumulated 
leave at a rate established by the Board. If the employee is 
reemployed with the District, days for which the employee received 
payment shall not be available to that employee. 

The rate established by the Board shall be in effect until the Board 
adopts a new rate. Any changes to the rate shall apply beginning 
with the school year following the adoption of the rate change. 
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