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Single-term achievement represents student performance at a single

moment in time. You can use achievement percentiles to understand how

student scores compare to other same-grade US student scores.

Definitions

Percentile. Norm-based information about where a student’s observed

score falls within the range of scores produced by other same-grade US

students.

Median percentile. The middle percentile value when a group of

percentiles are ordered from lowest to highest.

Distribution. A representation of the range of scores for a group of

students, indicating the number and/or percentages of scores within five

percentile levels, or quintiles.

Quintiles. Five percentile levels based on NWEA normative data: 1st–20th

(red), 21st–40th (orange), 41st–60th (yellow), 61st–80th (green), and

greater than 80th (blue).
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