
 

Independent School District #883 
Regular School Board Meeting 

Monday, March 16, 2026 

 

Pursuant to due call and notice, the Rockford Board of Education met in a Regular School  Board 

Meeting on Monday, March 16, 2026 in the District Board Room. Chair Johnson called the 

meeting to order at 6:30 pm. Members Johnson, Gordee, Morgan, Hillstrom, and Sjodin were 

present. Also present was Superintendent Jeff Ridlehoover, RHS Principal Paul Menard, Director 

of Technology Jeff Kienitz  and Administrative Assistant Courtney Neibert. Member Praska 

joined virtually.  

Pledge of Allegiance 

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Superintendent Ridlehoover updated the agenda to switch the Tech Report with the Launch Your 
Future Presentation 

Motion by Gordee seconded by Hillstrom to approve the agenda with the change recommended. 
On a roll call vote motion passed unanimously. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no public comments. 

CONSENT ITEMS 

Motion by Hillstrom, seconded by Gordee to approve the consent items. On a roll call vote 
motion carried. 

●   ​ Minutes:  

February 18, 2026 Regular Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

●   Personnel: 

 

●​ Bills and Wire Transfers: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



●​ Open Enrollments: 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

●​ March 2026 Superintendent’s Report: Dr. Jeff Ridlehoover presented an update on the 

schools. 

●​ RHS Rocket Spotlight: Teacher Polly Trandal was presented the rocket spotlight award. 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND GROWTH 

●​ Activities Celebration: The board celebrated students that participated in winter sports. 

●​ RHS Principal Report: Principal Menard presented to the board on his buildings goals and 

other things going on at RHS 

HEALTHY AND SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT 

●​ EOY Staff Recognition Approval:The board was presented with the staff recognition program 
for approval and selected the award selection committee members.  

Motion by Hillstrom seconded by Sjodin to approve the staff recognition program as presented. 
On a roll call vote motion passed unanimously. 

Members Johnson, Morgan and Sjodin were selected to serve on the committee. 

CULTURE OF COLLECTIVE PURPOSE 

●​ Launch Your Future Presentation: Principal Menard presented the Launch Your Future 
marketing campaign. 

 



STEWARDSHIP OF RESOURCES 

●​ Tech Report: Director Kienitz presented an update on the technology department. 

 

COMMUNITY, SCHOOL AND FAMILY PARTNERSHIP 

●​ Resolution of Acknowledgement of Contributions/Donations 

Gordee motioned, seconded by Sjodin, to approve the following resolution as presented: 

WHEREAS Minnesota Statute 123B.02 permits school boards to “receive, for the benefit of 
the district, bequests, donations, or gifts for any proper purpose and apply the same to the 
purpose designated. On that behalf, the board may act as trustee of any trust created for 
the benefit of the district, and for the benefit of pupils thereof.” 

THEREFORE, be it resolved by the School Board of Rockford Area Schools, Independent 
School District 883 that the School Board accepts, with appreciation, the contributions 
detailed below. 





 

 

On a roll call vote, the following voted in favor: Gordee, Johnson, Morgan, Hillstrom, 
Sjodin, and Praska. And the following voted against: None 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. 

●​ Upcoming Meetings: 
○​ Board of Education Work Session: Monday, April 6, 2026 at 5:30 pm in the 

District Office Board Room. 



○​ Regular Meeting of the Board of Education: Monday, April 20, 2026 at 5:30 pm in 
the District Office Board Room. 

●​ Board Committee Updates: 
●​ Johnson - Board Prep Call, Board Retreat, Corcoran Meeting, MAWSECO 

meetings, AIPAC Lunch. 
●​ Gordee - Board Prep, Board Retreat, AMSD meeting, Policy Committee Meeting, 

Corcoran visit, NorthWest Suburban meeting. 
●​ Morgan - Finance Committee Meeting, Board Retreat. 
●​ Hillstrom - SAFF Meeting, Policy Committee Meeting, School Board Retreat, 

MSBA webinars, AIPAC lunch.  
●​ Praska - Board Retreat, Policy Committee Meeting. 
●​ Sjodin - MAWSECO Meeting 

Sjodin motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m. & Gordee seconded. Motion carried 
unanimously.  

Courtney Neibert 
Recorder 

Jamie Hillstrom 
Clerk 

 


