
Native Americans in Multnomah County: 
An Unsettling Profile

Presentation to Park Rose School District
February 27, 2012

Nichole Maher, Native American Youth and Family Center
Matt Morton, Native American Youth and Family Center



Outline

• Introducing Research Project, the Coalition, 
Native community participation

• Synthesis of Findings
– Depth and breadth of research findings

– 28 systems & institutions studied

– Approx. 60% is new research and 40% from existing studies

– Comparisons with Seattle, USA, different points in time

• NAYA Family Center



• Partnership between PSU’s School of Social Work, 

the Coalition of Communities of Color and Native Community

• Funding from:

– City of Portland

– Multnomah County

– Northwest Health Foundation

– Kaiser Community Foundation

– Coalition of Communities of Color (In-kind contributions)

– Portland State University 

Research Project – Community-based 

Participatory Research (2008-2011)



Native American Community 

Participation

• The Portland Indian Leaders Roundtable
An alliance of 28 local Native American organizations, tribal organizations 
and Native focused programs in larger institutions, took lead role in 
implementation of Native research. 

• Elders 

Provided knowledge and historical context.

Reviewed the report and gave feedback.

Our main priority is to advocate for

policy decisions that improve outcomes for 

the Native American community.



Synthesis of Findings



Synthesis of findings

• Native Americans are sizeable and growing in numbers
– But are rendered less visible by undercounts that we are solving in 

several ways

• There are huge disparities across all systems and institutions 
between Native Americans and Whites

• It is worse here than in King County (home to Seattle) for 
Native Americans

• It is worse here for Native Americans than USA averages

• These disparities are worsening over time

• These comparisons show that policy can influence outcomes
– The policy landscape is failing the Native American community

– We can and must reverse these trends



Key Findings:

• Culturally-verified Population Count = 40,783 

Native Americans in 2010

• Official count (through American Cty Survey 2009)….
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Homelessness in Multnomah County 

• 9% are Native American (up from 8.6%)

• We are overrepresented among the homeless at 
levels 350% higher than our numbers warrant, 
while Whites are underrepresented among the 
homeless by 21%.
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• Native American families are disproportionately reported to Child 
Protective Services hotline/intake, at rates double their 
population size

• Native American children are also grossly overrepresented foster 
care…

• Once in care, Native American children are likely to stay in care 
longer than White children. 

Child Welfare

Source: Adapted from Miller, Cahn, Bender, Cross-Hemmer, Feyerherm, & White (2009)

Children in Foster Care Number of children per 1,000 population

USA - all 6

White 5

Native American 16

Oregon - all 13

White 10

Native American 56

Multnomah County 15

White 9

Native American 218
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 Native Americans fare even worse when reflecting 
the numbers in poverty

Oregon 2008
Size of 

Population
Amount of Foundation 

Funding

Whites 80.4% 90.4%

Communities of Color 19.6% 9.6%

Native Americans 3.3% 0.7%

Under-resourcing Native Americans 

(and over-resourcing White communities)



2008 Child Poverty

Rent Burden Individual median Occupation as Hold a university 

(paying 30% or more) Income management/prof degree

MultCo King MultCo King MultCo King MultCo King MultCo King

White
12.5% 6.0% 49.9% 43.9% $33,095 $45,237 43.6% 50.5% 40.2% 47.7%

Native 

American 45.7% 21.1% 56.0% 55.1% $15,477 $24,192 16.6% 36.7% 15.7% 24.0%

Comparison between Multnomah County 

& King County

“Average” amount worse? 41.8%





and   Parkrose School District



NAYA Family Services



NAYA Youth Education Services 

& Early College Academy



Community Economic Development



For more information

• Nichole Maher, Executive Director, NAYA Family Center
nicholem@nayapdx.org
503-288-8177

• Matt Morton, Deputy Executive Director, NAYA Family Center
matthewm@nayapdx.org
503-288-8177

• The full report can be downloaded from 
www.coalitioncommunitiescolor.org

mailto:nicholem@nayapdx.org
mailto:matthewm@nayapdx.org
http://www.coalitioncommunitiescolor.org/

