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Should Illinois invest more in CTE programs?
By Jim Broadway, Publisher, Illinois School News Service

It's time to start thinking seriously about the FY 2021 state budget.

By the end of the year, members of the Illinois State Board of Education will vote on a proposal
for the funds it wants to spend directly, or pass through to school districts and other local
education agencies in the fiscal year starting next July 1, and ISBE is inviting you to say what
you think that plan should look like.

Toward that end, the board has scheduled four budget hearings, two this month and two in
November. You will be able to testify at one of them - or you can simply express your opinion
without testifying orally or even attending a hearing in person. In any case, however, you'll need
to complete an online witness form.

Here are the dates and locations of the hearings:

10/16/2019 East St. Louis Public Schools Admin. Bldg.
1005 State Street, East St. Louis

Following the Board meeting 
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

10/23/2019 Bloomington High, Senior Cafeteria
1202 E. Locust St., Bloomington

3:30 - 5:30 p.m.

11/6/2019 Osborne Center CORE Classroom
401 N. 30th St., Mt. Vernon

3:30 - 5:30 p.m.
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11/21/2019 Thompson Center, Room 16-503
100 W. Randolph St., Chicago

1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

In addition to the board meeting noted above for 10 a.m. to noon October 16 in East St. Louis,
the board is also has a session scheduled for the day before, from 1 to 4 p.m. on October 15; and
also from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. November 22 (the day after the budget hearing) at the James R.
Thompson Center in Chicago.

When will the board vote on its budget recommendations for FY 2021? Most likely, that will
happen at the board's last meeting of the year, which is scheduled for December 18, from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m., at the ISBE headquarters, 100 N First St., Springfield. That document will serve
as a reference for Gov. JB Pritzker (who will recommend a total state budget to the General
Assembly in February), and to the legislators (who will enact the budget legislation).

You also have the board's standing invitation to express yourself in its regular meeting sessions,
of course. But there are twelve rules to follow on that, too. 

Click the link labeled "Public Participation Guidelines" to find learn those rules are.

Does it do any good to testify about the budget? It might. The recommendations of professional
educators "in the field" and of associations that represent them are valued input to the
processes of the policymakers. Ultimately, it is important to note that a program that totally
lacks advocacy could be in deep trouble.

The General Assembly paid much more attention to the recommendations of ISBE than it did to
Gov. Bruce Rauner during his four floundering years in office. Chairman James Meeks' board
urged robust funding, while Rauner's proposals pretty much zeroed out programs he didn't
understand - which was most of them.

The Meeks board also made sure the legislators saw - every year - the number of
dollars "evidence-based" funding will require when FY 2027 (the year funding is promised, by
law) arrives. That communication should continue, even though it is obvious that the promise
will be broken by billions of dollars.

Okay, but why the headline about CTE? State funding for Career and Technical Education,
like most ISBE budget lines in the Rauner years, stalled at $38 million since FY 2016. It would
have been less, maybe even zeroed out, if someone hadn't told Rauner how many millions of
federal dollars that would have lost us.

Current CTE funding is $46.5 million. That's a nice 20% increase. Now, it's long been obvious
that CTE education is far advanced from the "shop class" activity of my youth. Sure, we learned
to cut sheet metal with some shears, and we learned to saw wood into rectangles.
Then everything turned into bookends.

But today, students in CTE programs learn skills for which there is an actual market. And the
results of a study by a couple of Vanderbilt University professors seems to demonstrate clearly
the value CTE has for the students who participate in it, and the sad consequences for those who
wish to but cannot get in.

Professors Shaun Dougherty and Stephen Ross focused on very similar students - thousands  who
barely were able to get into the Connecticut Technical High School System, and other
thousands who applied but, because space in the schools is limited, barely missed being
enrolled. They studied 60,000 students in all.

It's about much more than the money, more than the difference in earnings between a
young person with only a high school diploma but who succeeded in a strong CTE program
versus one with only a diploma and no documented CTE skills. No, it's also about a job and,
perhaps, over-all well-being - and even physical health.

So how did the barely made-its do compared to the barely missed-its? Dougherty and Ross
followed up with students and found that the made-its were 10% more likely to graduate from
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high school, and their earnings were 30% greater than the earnings of the high school graduates
who barely missed the CTE program.

Among the students who got into the program (from the 2006-2007 school year to 2013-2014)
absenteeism rates fell 14%; compared with their peers, their 10th grade test scores rose from
the 50th to the 57th percentile; their graduation rate was 85%, rather than 75%; quarterly
earnings were more than 30% higher. There was a slight decline in college enrollment at first,
but the researchers found in that regard "no differences ... by age 23."

Illinois has a Math and Science Academy in Aurora, a residential facility to which about 650
students who are deemed to be most gifted in those subjects are recruited from throughout the
state. The Connecticut Technical Education and Career System operates 17 technical high schools
serving 11,200 students.

Should Illinois invest more in CTE? I think maybe so.

Are you - do you want to be - running for office? If you are a candidate, or aspire to be
one, there's a "Messaging Bootcamp" experience available for you - at no cost (I think). It's
offered by the online site "Rust Belt Rising," a group that seeks to "reconnect the Democratic
Party to its base of working families."

Oh yeah, I forgot to mention that you're supposed to be a Democrat to take this online course.
But there's a workaround for that. When you register to participate, if you're a Republican (or a
Green, or a Whig) you could lie about your party affiliation. (If you're going into politics, this is a
skill you may need to develop.)

Okay, forget I said that. The program is open to Democrat candidates (or campaign managers or
communication directors) in in Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, or Wisconsin. It
will take one hour per week for six weeks this month and November. Use this form to register no
later than Friday of this week.

Sure, Illinois is already pretty blue, but you can't have too many educators in public office, I say.
Forward the information to any teachers or administrators you know, here or in the other states,
who might give politics a shot. If you know of an Illinois teacher who's a candidate, let me
know. I'll endorse teachers only in 2020.

Can the "school-to-prison-pipeline" start in kindergarten? Even the worst of the "zero-
tolerance" craziness didn't match this for adult stupidity. A school resource officer in
Florida handcuffed and arrested two six-year-olds and charged them with misdemeanor battery. An
interesting citation for their permanent record.

The school cop got fired. The prosecuting attorney refused to prosecute the kids, citing her
inclination not to "play any role in the school-to-prison-pipeline." School administrators need to
be trained, apparently, to know how to prevent their police officers from getting involved in
matters of student discipline.

One more item on kindergarten from The Conversation. University of Texas-Austin
Associate Professor Christopher Brown crunches the numbers and raises the question: Shouldn't
kindergarten kids get to play a little? He's an expert on this, as a father and as an early childhood
teacher-researcher for 20 years.

"Policymakers, schools systems and schools need to recognize that the standards and tests they
mandate have altered the kindergarten classroom in significant ways," Brown writes. "Families
need to be more proactive as well ... [as teachers'] advocates for a more balanced approach to
instruction."

The only way to contact me: Use the link below. As soon as you "submit" your message, it is
sent to me by email. Your message may be complex and "attached" to a document, or it may be
as simple as "call me."

IF YOU NEED TO SPEAK WITH ME directly, leave a phone number for me to call and tell me what
would be a good time to converse. I am always connected to my email, and I promise to

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010XgCy0HYYp5jCqJQSRGbi3PkM-EFwP3Pzpr65gbBn0hrajN7qEIS6sqoo70ucZkUsbg6kLTqA9WXjDTV2xwHJauqGgFzASuAgo7b3V3uGK_pcGxjTf728ANFFfnrHaj2L2SCYYVx6GVCdDaP_LwSfqwVQkrolPAh8Hk75Qv1JOE=&c=EoXFWJhWj-gJ9cZHe0wQfEs903-EmA6Ruj5mhok3aKdGev4R_GT_Yw==&ch=D-3TCpdk0dgWd31wBz0cwO_k4mEqsDulxWEBXAxCRwUhS8hIeIlS5w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010XgCy0HYYp5jCqJQSRGbi3PkM-EFwP3Pzpr65gbBn0hrajN7qEIS6sqoo70ucZkUggnCTYWLXjbO3TzQn-vgj5pJUliFd1CdBKUSh5ckx88-sFT4SpDibzLeaHroDeTny8bDRqx9X9aFkovK-pz6nC7YsCGXsopx4DnTL2w9tPnI-eTozVQWBw==&c=EoXFWJhWj-gJ9cZHe0wQfEs903-EmA6Ruj5mhok3aKdGev4R_GT_Yw==&ch=D-3TCpdk0dgWd31wBz0cwO_k4mEqsDulxWEBXAxCRwUhS8hIeIlS5w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010XgCy0HYYp5jCqJQSRGbi3PkM-EFwP3Pzpr65gbBn0hrajN7qEIS6sqoo70ucZkUTNcjKFLBKsqnrtEHbmY5pZUf2RQIQ2MfUHAYICBYjkLJfo9kLaN08nTwCZmAX952k1CZBtK_uTHRsZbl8EjAYEAsfTRV4MRDUNswZ0cRihvpw-a8djXAs_t-kUaWrU1o&c=EoXFWJhWj-gJ9cZHe0wQfEs903-EmA6Ruj5mhok3aKdGev4R_GT_Yw==&ch=D-3TCpdk0dgWd31wBz0cwO_k4mEqsDulxWEBXAxCRwUhS8hIeIlS5w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010XgCy0HYYp5jCqJQSRGbi3PkM-EFwP3Pzpr65gbBn0hrajN7qEIS6sqoo70ucZkUde6saM2bF1PvV5KsXz4GiENMwtn5hXeEpx-CVk7TYU22sJ_piWBz4M1Si9Pl4N1A3CwE3ii2mGJWIr4d9ADIgGtZUdd42vVLaDC-zsjo4AxZqDH_F1XO1IjMHQGChf7nl4d2-ixqDpR3_rVO_o8miLzaTgp8PAOKk5q21Z8k1VljUUbfhpmecYFKbI1sPx2ylN9XgClH1ACnbh0c6DS1guBCLesMZJXGuN6DNrdunalzqnpXFhpYUmKJDWQ5tN3L_FQlyRVO07U7NMHDHCsBwHCFFn1qsNZbj5e__bNaMulHfltg6A3mTJudx-4WvlQwKy-sgCA9N9sJGUHl80JtNppq_omg1PF7imb6eXOXeo1JkW_rABt7t2LMGlm7oNNr5JiYa-_Zsg06he8xMINQ9uRzCMExdvPwADfS9s3pTLALXpm-huy4e5UehQfyna4atF6qbiAfOhs=&c=EoXFWJhWj-gJ9cZHe0wQfEs903-EmA6Ruj5mhok3aKdGev4R_GT_Yw==&ch=D-3TCpdk0dgWd31wBz0cwO_k4mEqsDulxWEBXAxCRwUhS8hIeIlS5w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010XgCy0HYYp5jCqJQSRGbi3PkM-EFwP3Pzpr65gbBn0hrajN7qEIS6sqoo70ucZkUErMIn1J6Lhmz-bblHeKmO73Sp2dXQt7XcLvLVvsp7xtmrkhq66iv5iku1y3mGrGlMjarAOiDZNOop9u64V7p8et_NOLD5FOD-YkJ3FQHjprwgWi-tD1ogX6t7EfFJ6SSB1TzdsKT1yrnA5lNg3oxPCj-4Mtcj7HFsPx23jgvDwLHmUZRIDwYI2vDad3trwieK3G0YEHQGllbxjafdi8F-fmA4DWqagPqU8VGa6gPTBU_wY5z9c0SLg==&c=EoXFWJhWj-gJ9cZHe0wQfEs903-EmA6Ruj5mhok3aKdGev4R_GT_Yw==&ch=D-3TCpdk0dgWd31wBz0cwO_k4mEqsDulxWEBXAxCRwUhS8hIeIlS5w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010XgCy0HYYp5jCqJQSRGbi3PkM-EFwP3Pzpr65gbBn0hrajN7qEIS6sqoo70ucZkUp-4GUtjqJTkW3X4SYHZKySpCpz5zljBAe1cSN6IsswL8seeU8ubM9aTna25Agr8Tu2nKLA6Bh2XHNlkY69waVDhvbiuvudEq68PwvbKwdUzHmCDb4J9-WSkk1XMCfZ2DEUJO65BZOs6TAX5cH5kVzczW6Dsug1ZbC2wJWII1HIg4asz4aPxBVnKnj5XyI95Q04KRWhvCzZ4lOxXEuQMEO054UbX-LFE7lsdV7T2smdn9svS_Dpgtc4B2-Sa-HP4_rV2mZ7iiz8kFs_9ZlU9zU_3c2WQ0F_6v2W4QMB7E_mGpamCYxJw8eywQSg6g-JueaObuQS2dIcmNJoHyYfo-MvF-JS21atyZcCzoKHrS4YDLsyQkpZuHW_7fT_5GhW2PTBgLms1958Q2Hou78_9XxpTohReXxqDuD-Fq5E7H4icGOIod5PLktG9jR0KDI-uJLo_xbuss_iVtrcn6Gxq2QvVmO6M_5m1GHlwRlpNsamhPN9WUiuLlOQK_g_KWJv7joepqZGOLMYt0jtdhaymBAhQ9lK19ayWug_YJAXdpapjHvS6tYHPFiIQDo-LmDOXUkwhdGmmekXKQeLlMu0dP-lQKW6F8PoRqO_HjB6Xzg_3WWogYVPitq2QwsD911CIbBXF5KWmUpq6nkbTS4C-CgOQH1wpLgEkVe8Gl5eXImNvAfLMmaBHez6q3M5toyg6XlMJtzifZwF5wn8tsU_-sruNGHvzesDKTXcdn-xGbYdpcfC32dxPcO0HrhYVWOdxtxcW0EVHU5eEFBGBSu30Sb27XAhHFMcPuxchfPE7pd4rcS0bq-9hmRp3AqdOjYztzo2q8R7RsEanjhTCV1EZ4QcEEmVA-F4es&c=EoXFWJhWj-gJ9cZHe0wQfEs903-EmA6Ruj5mhok3aKdGev4R_GT_Yw==&ch=D-3TCpdk0dgWd31wBz0cwO_k4mEqsDulxWEBXAxCRwUhS8hIeIlS5w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010XgCy0HYYp5jCqJQSRGbi3PkM-EFwP3Pzpr65gbBn0hrajN7qEIS6sqoo70ucZkU9_LTfVO-T8AHBXwBJWuN3WYHzfz3SAkqKjO9XC2M6avVAilLQgHp2gb0R4hpIlFi7M0rGSLsbPFcCu2q2FaHYwyErsrQQpQZt1jdSGgKtgZ4_w_LGnngNAUyjeCtZTd-3KJey7EgYfSlgRp_JV747L38OX6l6U1hp88galafWP7ws6bm0xTPoED2SBsjr4m9e08zTatEKMEuLR0Bd8rz9A82G2lgxLx-kAsPoTG2StEjlX0sDiXk3Uez1Y6-F5Y7qq596BK_Vtcd7w3hC8wr8K-J2po3dhaiyZT_EyMo3vxs2ZUaJak3BA-Pc2oQAU7gRJjqhZY2iR4nqu8qmcFh0CSmicvd0OFVwM9_M1SMYVA5WNltxlk8mCrioLInjfwPOmwnHK8XWxKlwOG21L_vOc-xwQu_3GWw3gvUEgeTShWIOEDYM619mLzl9tbBTtMXlryrKQQ4w57wDgxdUmWTRCDKxJI99Fgs0hRrB7aW5OWnxTQBt5WYfsZBykzKTozWMBa3clpNvpj4KSPrUH-_wIHicslOVVNyrWu34AHssBKTvyLWwLykM0UD4k3tXxtFhTt52v8lLIIh9YrsMaOj1EPLJzKpFVNn4v1hTpROCrzDl0KpnGu7PmCKZwROLvRB7ygTBO8ivHhw45Oz4AHtcwwPe4iVPfbXUQU85HcQI0hLMfW6ohNJ00neInu9b8ZzgOBKHiWvmGPZtq3gWcxROlf2hlMoAfGpBPPHZ0PRtAWoVTuIpu5eL9ymF-M5DPg_wSEsTAzOsY4VuQ9yEYIrhIH-vnmUSgI5&c=EoXFWJhWj-gJ9cZHe0wQfEs903-EmA6Ruj5mhok3aKdGev4R_GT_Yw==&ch=D-3TCpdk0dgWd31wBz0cwO_k4mEqsDulxWEBXAxCRwUhS8hIeIlS5w==


10/18/2019 Pana Community Unit School District #8 Mail - Fwd: Should Illinois invest more in CTE programs?

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=cd46144bfd&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1646285943136911221&simpl=msg-f%3A16462859431… 4/4

respond to you as soon as possible.

Invoice Reminder: All invoices are emailed via the PNC Bank. ISNS is now paperless. If you
need me to resend an invoice, use the contact link to tell me. I deeply appreciate your support
of ISNS. This service cannot exist without you.

Your input - questions, comments, suggestions - are valued. For twenty-four years ISNS
has been guided by wisdom "from the field." To contribute in this way, just click this link to
my contact form.
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-- 
Mr. Jason Bauer
Superintendent - Pana CUSD #8
14 E. Main Street
Pana, IL 62557
Phone:  (217) 562-1500
Fax:  (217) 562-1501
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