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Curriculum

HOW STUDENTS LEARN ● Professional Learning Sessions
● Student Voice / Focus Groups

SYSTEMS & STRUCTURES
● Curriculum Framework / Criteria / Guidebook
● Curriculum Design Cycle (5-Year Map)
● Electronic Curriculum Platform

IMPLEMENTATION
● Stage 1 / Transfer Goals - All Disciplines
● Full Curriculum Model - PreK-12 Science
● Standards Review / Research - Social Studies



Curriculum is the way in which learning content standards and 
performance expectations are designed and organized at the district, grade, 
or course level to define what students should understand, know, and be 
able to do.  

Standards serve as anchors for curriculum; but curriculum is designed to 
frame meaning for those standards, deepen understanding, and 
ensure relevance and transfer of learning for students.

What is Curriculum?
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● Curriculum reflects and is grounded in a shared vision for 
teaching and learning. 

● Systems and structures for curriculum foster 
coherence and consistency.

● A curriculum design process is strengthened through 

collaboration and communication. 

Guiding Principles



Students will use their learning to:

●  Question and seek answers as they make sense of real-world phenomena.

● Model processes and systems from multiple perspectives for 
understanding and communication to others.

● Collect and analyze data in order to derive meaning and support or refute 
an argument or claim.

● Engage in innovative thinking and design processes that can lead to 
solutions for complex problems in our world. 

NFPS Science Transfer Goals

https://www.newfairfieldschools.org/page/mission-vision-our-graduate-at-tl


Curriculum Storyboards

Grade 7 Science Units



Stage 1 Unit Design Example



About the Learner ● Prior knowledge
● Possible student misconceptions



Stage 1 Unit Design Example (continued)



Stage 1 Unit Design 
Example (continued)
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Curriculum Storyboards

Grade 7 Science Units



Curriculum Storyboards

HS Biology Science Units



K-12 Vertical Articulation … Physical Science Example

Grade 3Kindergarten Grade 6 Grade 8 HS Physics



Curriculum 
Storyboards

Grade 2 Science Units



For Families

Grade 2 Unit Summaries



More For Families



NFPS Curriculum Blueprint (www.newfairfieldschools.org)



Next Steps … 

● Stage 2: Assessment Design (currently underway)

● Stage 3: Learning Experiences (spring / summer)

● K-12 Implementation, 2025-2026
● Ongoing Professional Learning
● PreK Connections


