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Alternative schools play a critical role in any community. In Browning, our mission at BHA since
Day 1 has been to meet the unique and dynamic needs of the community through our academic
and wellness programming. Catering to the diverse needs of our students and their families
serves as the foundation of this mission. Because many of our students have been through a lot
in life, we strive to create a safe, predictable, and empathic environment for every person in the
building, always.
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We have heroes in the building. Edward KW is one of them, having saved the life of his friend
after a car accident last summer.

Cinnamon, Heidi, and Dalaina go above and beyond every single day to help make a better
world for our students. Each of them contributes so much to our school that it would be
impossible to list all their accomplishments. Suffice to say we love them, and they are
irreplaceable. This school would not be what it is without them.
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Field trips and outdoor based, experiential labs serve an important role in our academic
platform. Getting out of the building to learn and have fun is always a good thing.

It is important for our students to be validated in their life experience. Our teachers
unconditionally support our students and nourish important relationships. A benevolent,
supportive experience
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We’ve been working for two years now to “decolonize” our curriculum….a mission that started
with the help of our consultants, Rob and Melissa. We’ve been at the tip of the spear in terms
of wellness and evidence based clinical interventions in our community for some time, and
pairing our SEL goals with an academic platform that not only reenforces those goals, but
breaks down western stereotypes and tropes that negatively impact indigenous families



Buffalo Hide Academy School Board Report
3/19/24

emerged as a natural next step. Exciting work continues to flow from this team, stay tuned for
more in the coming months.

Our students are typically juniors and seniors. A collaborative approach to academic advising
works best to foster important buy-in and engagement from students and their families. In
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addition to being non-judgemental and approachable, many of our academic interventions are
borrowed from a clinical approach that positions students as active participants and experts of
their own internal experience. Our role is to elicit and nourish student strengths, i.e.
empowerment!
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Within the field of trauma informed care, a system of structural support which emphasizes
relationality serves our population well. While we can’t always undo early life traumas and their
impact, we can increase the protection of our students by providing relevant psycho education
and offering new opportunities for healthy attachments (while emphasizing and practicing
coping strategies). Emotional regulation is a bedrock of what we teach, as is the notion that all
students have the potential to experience happiness and a life they enjoy.


