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Language Arts

Course

Course Description

English 6

English 6 is a year- long course that builds upon students’ prior
knowledge of grammar, vocabulary, word usage, and the
mechanics of writing, and includes the four aspects of language
use: reading, writing, speaking, and listening. These courses may
emphasize the use of language for different effects, in different
contexts, and for different purposes. Specific content depends upon
state standards for grade 6.

English 7

English 7 is a year- long course that focuses on language, writing,
speaking and listening. Students will learn the command of the
conventions of standard English grammar. They will write to show
relationships among ideas while expressing their thoughts precisely
and concisely. In literature, students will analyze various elements
of a story as well as how an author develops and contrasts points of
view of different characters. When writing, students will support
claims with logical reasoning and relevant evidence using accurate,
credible sources. Throughout this course, students will engage in
collaborative discussions, acknowledge new information expressed
by others and modify their own views.

English 8

English 8 is a year-long course that focuses on language, literature,
writing, speaking and listening. Students will continue to develop
their command of the conventions of the standard English
language. They will also apply knowledge of language to
understand how language functions in different contexts, to make
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more
fully when reading. In literature, students will determine a theme or
central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course
of the text. Concerning writing skills, students will develop their
ability to support claims, use words, phrases, and clauses to create
cohesion, establish and maintain a formal style and develop a topic




with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details and
quotations. Throughout the course, students will make strategic use
of digital media and visual displays to express information and
engage in a range of collaborative discussions on various topics,
texts, and issues.

English |

This course of study exposes the student to the various forms of
literature from all parts of the world and deals with the universal
problems of human nature. The student is expected to master
various forms of communication. He/she also develops knowledge
of essay coherence, sentence skills and organization, and skills of
analytical and descriptive writing. The culminating writing activities
are embedded in writing a well-documented MLA research paper.

English Il

The primary purpose of this course is to improve students’
composition and literary analysis skills. Students will study a variety
of reading material from a wide range of authors to familiarize them
with American, English, and World Literature. They will be asked to
write in a variety of forms in response to that material. In addition,
students will be required to complete Book Talk presentations. This
course is designed to develop and enrich students’ reading, writing,
speaking, and critical thinking skills in English.

English 11l

Literature and Composition is an integrated English course that
utilizes the Michigan framework and incorporates both the Common
Core State Standards for English/Language Arts and Peck
Community School’s Academic Standards for English/Language
Arts. The course is a study of language, literature, composition, and
oral communication with a focus on exploring characterization
across universal themes, such as the American Dream. Students
use literary interpretation, analysis, comparison, and evaluation to
read and respond to representative works of historical or cultural
significance. Classic and contemporary literature are balanced with
nonfiction--but the major focus is on American literature and non-
fiction texts. Students examine and compose various types of
writing, but rhetorical analysis is the major thrust. The ability to
access, analyze, and evaluate both printed and online sources is
paramount. Successful completion of this course will prepare
students for rigorous senior-level courses focused in critical reading
and effective written expression.

English IV

This course is designed to expose students to an overview of major




works in World, American, and English Literature starting with
ancient Greece and ending with the contemporary world. Through
involvement in World Literature, students will develop a familiarity
with some major works and develop an appreciation for the culture,
aesthetics and history of other societies. Students will learn to
relate this knowledge to their own society and personal growth. In
addition, students will be focusing on their writing skills through
various required writing applications while also preparing for post-
secondary school and career fields through a final portfolio
assignment.

ELA Remediation Supplemental courses, designed to be taken in addition to or in
coordination with other English language and literature courses,
provide instruction to assist students in acquiring English language
arts skills so that students attain necessary grade-level skills or
reach a desired competency level.

History

Social Studies 7-Early World History Geography is the study of spatial patterns of the human and
physical dimensions of the world. Students will explore how these
spatial patterns form, change over time, and relate to one another
throughout various regions. Students will examine the cultural,
political, and economic developments, physical geography, and
population distribution for each region. The course culminates in a
huge country project made available to the public.

Social Studies 8-Integrated US History This course examines the history of the United States beginning
with colonization and continuing through The Civil War. Students
will learn that the history of the US is really a series of events that
center on conflict and compromise. Emphasis will be placed on
cause-and-effect scenarios as they relate to the social and political
growth of the nation.

World History & Geography In addition to covering the objectives of World History—Overview
courses, World History and Geography courses provide an overview
of world geography. These courses are often developed in




response to increased national concern regarding the importance of
geography, and they explore geographical concepts.

Government

United States Government provides a close look at the basic
structure of our democratic society and how we are led. Itis a
glimpse at the individuals and groups holding political power and
what it takes to make important changes. You will learn how the
government relates to your everyday world. You will also become
aware that your country’s success as a democracy and leading
voice for freedom in the world depends on your understanding of
and participation in government

Economics

Economics looks at how people strive to live abundant lives and
provide for their needs in the face of limited resources. You will
study many aspects of economics in this one-semester class,
including different economic systems, money, markets, supply,
demand, competition, and governmental policies.

Current Events

Current Events courses study the political, economic, and social
issues facing the United States, with or without an emphasis on
state and local issues. These courses may focus on current issues
or may examine selected issues that span throughout the 20th
century to the present.

Mathematics

Math 6 Mathematics (grade 6) courses typically emphasize skills in
numerical operations (including basic operations and their proper
order); measurement; patterns; simple functions; geometry; and
concepts of data analysis, including statistics and probability.
Specific content depends upon state standards for grade 6.

Math 7 In seventh grade, students draw, construct, and describe geometric

figures. They use knowledge of angles and writing equations to
describe relationships between figures and to solve problems.
Students continue developing knowledge of the number system as
they extend their previous understandings of operations with




fractions to add, subtract, multiply, and divide positive and negative
rational numbers. For the first time, students are introduced to
probability. They investigate chance processes and develop, use,
and evaluate probability models. Students continue analyzing one
variable statistics and use random sampling to think about data sets
and use mathematical tools to compare two data sets

Math 8

Building on their study of proportionality in the previous course,
students begin to develop the concept of functions and how to
explore and represent them with tables, equations, and graphs.
They analyze linear functions and solve linear equations. These
equations include those with infinitely many solutions, no solutions,
or one solution. Also, linearity is extended to include systems of
linear equations. Understanding of linearity and functions is further
developed by examining nonlinear functions including exposure to
inverse variation, exponential patterns of changes, and quadratic
patterns of change. Exploring exponential functions also prompts
the use of scientific notation and rules of exponents.

Algebra |

Building off the notions of function first introduced in middle school,
Algebra | begins with a general exploration of functions and tools
that students use to study specific functions in more depth
throughout the course. Students model linear, exponential,
quadratic, and polynomial functions. In the process of modeling,
students use tables, graphs, and equations to solve problems like
compounding interest, and projectile motion. The course concludes
with a culminating unit on bivariate statistics where students not
only study categorical data but also use scatter plots and their
knowledge of functions to fit functions to data. As in all mathematics
courses, the Standards for Mathematical Practice are the
“processes and proficiencies” by which all other mathematics
standards are taught.

Algebra Il

The study of functions that began in eighth grade and Algebra |
continues in Algebra I, as students connect familiar linear and
exponential functions to make sense of sequences and series. In
addition, students are introduced to functions that have new
features like limiting end behaviors, asymptotes, amplitude, and
periodicity (i.e., rational, logarithmic, and trigonometric functions).
Quadratic functions and conic sections provide a context for
students to work with complex numbers, examine new features like
the focus and directrix, and make connections between algebraic




and geometric representations.

Students also engage in a more mathematically sophisticated study
of statistics and probability that began in middle school. Students
continue to summarize, represent, and interpret one variable
statistics. In addition, they make inferences and justify conclusions
from surveys, experiments, and observational studies. They work
with independent and conditional probability, use rules to compute
probabilities, and use probability to evaluate outcomes of decisions.

Geometry

High School Geometry affords students opportunities to build facility
with reasoning and proof and use geometric methods to model the
world around them. The course begins with explorations that
acquaint students with definitions, constructions, and features of
geometric language (e.g., if/then statements) that they use
throughout the course. They engage with familiar coordinate
contexts (e.g., slope, perimeter) to prove geometric theorems
algebraically. Next, students study transformations that, along with
the first unit, lay a foundation for proof and reasoning that is
developed and applied contextually in subsequent units on
triangles, quadrilaterals and circles. Students also use ideas of
transformations to define trigonometric ratios which, with the
Pythagorean theorem, are used to solve for unknown angles and
side lengths. The culminating unit provides students an opportunity
to apply geometric concepts in modeling three dimensional figures.

Pre-Calculus

Pre-Calculus courses combine the study of Trigonometry,
Elementary Functions, Analytic Geometry, and Mathematic Analysis
topics as preparation for calculus. Topics typically include the study
of complex numbers; polynomial, logarithmic, exponential, rational,
right trigonometric, and circular functions, and their relations,
inverses and graphs; trigonometric identities and equations;
solutions of right and oblique triangles; vectors; the polar coordinate
system; conic sections; Boolean algebra and symbolic logic;
mathematical induction; matrix algebra; sequences and series; and
limits and continuity.

Personal Finance

This course prepares students to understand economic activities
and challenges of individuals and families, the role of lifestyle goals
in education and career choices, procedures in a successful job
search, financial forms used in independent living, and shopping




options and practices for meeting consumer needs. The course also
prepares students to understand

consumer rights, responsibilities, and information, protect personal
and family resources, and apply procedures for managing personal
finances.

Foundational Math

Mathematics—Supplemental courses, designed to be taken in
addition to or in coordination with other mathematics courses,
provide instruction to assist students in acquiring mathematic skills
so that students attain necessary grade-level skills or reach a
desired competency level.

Science

Science 6

Science (grade 6) courses typically include subject matter from
several strands of science, including earth/space sciences, physical
sciences, and life or environmental sciences, and may organize
material around thematic units. Specific content depends upon state
standards for grade 6.

Science 7

Science 7 is composed of all the sciences, primarily units based on
photosynthesis; ecosystems; relationships between living and
nonliving things; Earth’s dynamic interior and surface; and the solar
system.

Science 8

Science 8 is composed of all the sciences, primarily units based on
structures and properties of matter; motion, force, and energy;
electricity and magnetism; and evolution, reproduction, heredity,
and genetics.

Astronomy

Astronomy courses offer students the opportunity to study the solar
system, stars, galaxies, and interstellar bodies. These courses
usually introduce and use astronomic instruments and typically
explore theories regarding the origin and evolution of the universe,
space, and time.

Botany

Botany courses provide students with an understanding of plants,
their life cycles, and their evolutionary relationships.




Chemistry

Chemistry is a basic course about the various chemical principles
and ideas. The students will become familiar with the Periodic
Table, chemical formula operations and basic laboratory
techniques. Emphasis is placed on identification of characteristics
and principles concerning various chemicals. Students will work
toward understanding chemistry as it relates to the modern world.

Forensics

Forensic Science courses provide an overview of the theoretical
understanding and practical application of forensic science
techniques. These courses explore the applied science and the
fields of biology, chemistry, physics, and crime science
investigation. Topics typically covered may include genetics,
anthropology, toxicology, entomology, ballistics, pathology,
computer forensics, fire debris and trace evidence among others.

Zoology

Zoology courses provide students with an understanding of animals,
the niche they occupy in their environment or habitat, their life
cycles, and their evolutionary relationships to other organisms.
These courses should also help students develop an awareness
and understanding of biotic communities.

Physical Education

Health

This health class is designed to help you better understand healthy
living means and its importance throughout life. Many topics
discussed include nutrition, eating disorders, stress, death, suicide,
illegal drugs, tobacco, alcohol, reproductive health, STDs,
HIV/AIDS, first aid, and CPR.

JH Physical Education

Physical Education (Junior High) courses typically involve the
acquisition of knowledge and skills that provide the foundation for
sport, a physically active lifestyle, and social development through
physical activity. Activities typically include those that increase
strength, endurance, and flexibility; reinforce safe technique; teach
the rules and conventions of games and sports; and explore the
relationship between physical activity and health. Health topics
(such as the effects of drugs and alcohol, sexual education, and
healthy lifestyles) may also be included. Specific content depends
upon state standards for grades 6-8.




Physical Education

The Physical Education program provides each student with the
opportunity to participate in a comprehensive program consisting of
skill development, lead up games, team sports, and physical fitness
activities. The students receive instruction in rules, skills, and
strategies associated with the different sports as well as learning
experiences involving physical conditioning activities. The students
will also have opportunities to become involved in life-long physical
activities through individual sport units. The program promotes the
spirit of cooperation, leadership, fair play, and friendly competition.

Foreign Language

JH Spanish

Spanish for Young Learners (prior-to-secondary) courses provide
instruction at multiple grade levels in Spanish and may apply to a
range of consecutive grades. These courses prepare students to
communicate authentically in Spanish by interpreting (reading,
listening, viewing), exchanging (speaking and listening; reading and
writing), and presenting (speaking, writing) information on concrete
topics. These courses introduce the relationships among the
products, practices, and perspectives of Spanish-speaking cultures.

Fine Arts/Technology

JH Art

JH Art bridges the gap between elementary and high school. Its
function is to continue to develop the students' creative abilities,
instill an enthusiasm and appreciation of the visual arts, and to
develop the skills necessary for self-expression. Through art
experiences, a student continues to build skills such as critical
thinking and creative problem-solving. They will also develop an
understanding of the connections between art and their core
academic classes. Artis a confidence building process that can
provide the student with a greater self-confidence - thus greater
self-esteem.

HS Art

High School Art | is a course that provides an introduction to art
through a multi-media experience. Students will learn and apply the
elements and principles of design to produce creative art projects




that reflect their understanding of these concepts. This course is a
prerequisite for ART II.

Multimedia Art

Multimedia Art courses emphasize applying the fundamental
processes of artistic expression for the purpose of creating
multimedia productions that explore contemporary social, cultural,
and political issues. These courses include the history and
development of multiple forms of media including a combination of
text, audio, still images, animation, video, and interactive content.
These courses provide students with the opportunity to develop
foundational skills and knowledge while they also become more
adept in cinema, video, digital live production, and electronic time-
based media. Students engage in critique of their multimedia work,
that of others, and the multimedia video, digital, and live production
work of artists for the purpose of reflecting on and refining work for
presentation.

Publications

Publications provide students with the knowledge and skills
necessary to produce the school newspaper, yearbook, literary
magazine, or other printed publication. Students may gain
experience in several components (writing, editing, layout,
production, and so on) or may focus on a single aspect while
producing the publication.

Band

Band is an ensemble that provides students with learning and
performance opportunities on wind and percussion instruments. The
primary focus is on the development, continuation, and expansion
of basic skills begun the previous year that are necessary for
effective instrumental music performance. In addition to large group
ensembles, individual growth and achievement are encouraged
through participation in adjudicated solo and ensemble contests,
honor bands, and private lessons. Topics/skills covered include: ¢
Embouchure and Tone Development « Counting, timing, and
rhythmic development « Reading and notation skills, including sight
reading ¢ Introduction of Scales « Simple Music Theory «
Development of an extensive vocabulary of musical terms and
symbols ¢ Ear training and listening skills « Equipment care and
maintenance ¢ Effective practice habits Students in the Band
perform in at least two home-based concerts a year as well as a
County Festival and District Festival performance. Although the
curriculum is designed for students with at least one year of playing




experience, students with no prior experience are welcome to
participate provided they receive extra assistance outside of class.
This is a performance-based class. Participation in concert
performances outside of regular class hours is required.

Music Appreciation

This is a semester course that will explore the history of music,
various genres of music, music theory, listening, and ear training.
Students will have an opportunity to learn how to read music,
understand the theory behind music, and listen to music from each
time period.

Music is part of everyday lives and reflects the spirit of our human
condition. To know and understand music, we distinguish and
identify cultures on local and global levels. This course will provide
students with an aesthetic and historical perspective of music,
covering a variety of styles and developments from the Middle Ages
through the Twenty First Century. Students will acquire basic
knowledge and listening skills, making future music experiences
more informed and satisfying.

Enrichment/College and Career
Readiness

Life Skills

Life Skills courses provide students with information about a wide
range of subjects to assist them in becoming wise consumers and
productive adults. These courses often emphasize process skills,
including goal-setting, decision making, and other topics such as
the setting of priorities, money and time management, interpersonal
relationships, and the development of the self. Additionally, specific
topics such as wellness, selecting and furnishing houses, meeting
transportation needs, nutrition, preparing food, selecting clothing
and building a wardrobe, insurance, taxation, and consumer
protection may also be covered.

JH Study Habits

Study Habits courses prepare students for success in high school
and/or for postsecondary education. Course topics may vary




according to the students involved, but typically include reading
improvement skills, such as scanning, note-taking, and outlining;
library and research skills; listening and note-taking; vocabulary
skills; and test-taking skills. The courses may also include exercises
designed to generate organized, logical thinking and writing.

JH Library

Library courses provide students with the opportunity to work in the
library or in media and audiovisual centers. Duties may include
collecting, distributing, and categorizing materials; operating
audiovisual equipment; assisting students and teachers; and
performing clerical duties. Students typically gain experience in
library science and/or media and audiovisual technology.

Leadership

Leadership courses are designed to strengthen students’ personal
and group leadership skills. Typically intended for students involved
in extracurricular activities (especially as officers of organizations or
student governing bodies), these courses may cover such topics as
public speaking, effective communication, human relations,
parliamentary law and procedures, organization and management,
and group dynamics.

Marketing

Marketing—Comprehensive courses focus on the wide range of
factors that influence the flow of goods and services from the
producer to the consumer. Topics may include, but are not limited
to, market research, the purchasing process, distribution systems,
warehouse and inventory control, salesmanship, sales promotions,
shoplifting and theft control, business management, and
entrepreneurship. Human relations, computers, and economics are
sometimes covered as well.

JH Robotics

Robotics courses help students develop and expand their skills and
knowledge of robotics and related scientific and engineering topics.
Course topics may include principles of mechanics, electronics,
hydraulics, pneumatics, programmable logic controllers. These
courses may emphasize the use of engineering principles to design
and build robots, construct and connect sensors, and program
robots in the programming language.

JH Social Development

Social Development Instruction courses teach students the social
skills needed for independent functioning with the community.
Topics may include self-control, self-expression, obeying rules,
decision-making, appropriate situational behavior, interacting with




others, and maintaining relationships. Students may develop
independence, self-confidence, and self-reliance.

Online Learning-Credit Recovery

Online Learning-Enrichment

Dual Enrollment

CTE Programs




