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Presenter(s): John Cox, Deputy Superintendent for Curriculum & Instruction

Briefly describe the subject of the report or recognition presentation.

Presentation of the 2023-2024 Student/Parent Handbook.

(B) D Action ltems

Presenters(s):

Briefly describe the action required.

(C)

(D) Clarification: Explain any question or issues that might be raised regarding this item.




EAGLE Pass INDEPENDENT ScHOOL DISTRICT
DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT FOR CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION

TO: Samuel Mijares, Superintendent

FROM: John Cox, Deputy Superintendent for Curriculum & Instructio,
DATE: July 27, 2023

RE: Student/Parent Handbook Updates

The Student/Parent Handbook is provided to students and parents to communicate essential
information for the 2023 -2024 school year. It includes provisions common to Texas schools and
is designed to be a resource for development of campus student handbooks. The Student/Parent
Handbook is revised on a yearly basis to address policy changes.

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me at extension 80101.

JC/rlv

587 Madison Street o Eagle Pass, Texas 78852 o Tel (830) 773-5181 o Fax:(830) 773-7612 ¢ jcox@eaglepassisd.net

An Equal Opportunity Employer



2023 — 2024 Student/Parent Handbook
Pertinent Update Summary

SECTION ONE: PARENTAL RIGHTS

[SEE PAGE 17]

RIGHT OF ACCESS TO STUDENT RECORDS, CURRICULUM MATERIALS, AND DISTRICT
RECORDS/POLICIES

PARENT REVIEW OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

The district will make instructional materials available for parent review no later than 30 days before the
school vear begins and for at least 30 days after the school year ends. However, tests that have not yet
been administered will not be made available for parent examination.

The district will provide login credentials to each student’s parent for any learning management system
or online learning portal used in instruction to facilitate parent access and review.

DISTRICT REVIEW OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

A parent may request that the district conduct an instructional material review in a math, English
Language Arts, science, or social studies class in which the parent’s student is enrolled to determine
alignment with state standards and the level of rigor for the grade level.

The district is not required to conduct an instructional material review for a specific subject area or grade
level at a specific campus more than once per school year.

For more information about requesting an instructional material review, contact the campus principal.

A STUDENT IN THE CONSERVATORSHIP OF THE STATE (FOSTER CARE)

[SEE PAGE 23]

In an effort to provide educational stability, the district will provide enrollment and reqistration assistance,
as well as other educational services throughout the student’'s enrollment, to any student who is
currently placed or newly placed in foster care (temporary or permanent custody of the state, sometimes
referred to as substitute care).

A STUDENT WHO IS HOMELESS

[SEE PAGE 24]

A parent is encouraged to inform the district if his or her child is experiencing homelessness. District
staff can share resources that may be able to assist families or visit the EPISD website
www.eaglepassisd.net under the For Parents [tab] select Family Services.

Section Two: Other Important Information for Parents and Students

COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE — EXEMPTIONS

SECONDARY GRADE LEVELS

[SEE PAGE 30]

The district will allow a student to be absent for up to two days during the student’s junior year and two
days during the student's senior year for a career investigation day to visit a professional at that
individual's workplace to determine the student'’s interest in pursuing a career in the professional’s field,
provided the student verifies these activities to the district.




BULLYING (ALL GRADE LEVELS)

[SEE PAGES 34-35]

The district will integrate into _instruction research-based content designed to reduce bullying that is
appropriate for students’ age groups.

Students in elementary grades will participate in:

e Instruction designed so that students can recognize bullying behaviors and how to report them

e Age-appropriate discussions that encourage peers to intervene when they observe bullying occur

e Instruction that characterizes bullying as a behavior that results from the student’'s need to acquire
more mature social or coping skills, not an unchangeable trait

Students in secondary grades will participate in:

e Instruction on the brain’s ability to change and grow so the student recognizes bullying behavior can
come from a developmental need to acquire more social skills, can change when the brain matures
and learns better ways of coping, and is not an unchangeable trait

e Discussions that portray bullying as undesirable behavior and a means for attaining or maintaining
social status at school, and that discourage students from using bullying as a tool for social status

e Instruction designed so that students recognize the role that reporting bullying behaviors plays in
promoting a safe school community

The district will use an age-appropriate survey regarding school culture that includes relevant questions
on bullying to identify and address student concerns.

Each campus has a committee that addresses bullying by focusing on prevention efforts and health and
wellness initiatives. The committee will include parents and secondary students. For more information
on this committee, including interest in serving on the committee, contact the campus principal.

If a student believes that he or she has experienced bullying or witnesses the bullying of another
student, the student or parent should notify a teacher, school counselor, principal, or another district
employee as soon as possible. Any district employee aware of a report of a bullying incident will relay
the report to an appropriate administrator. Procedures for reporting allegations of bullying may be found
on the district's website.

The district will provide research-based interventions, which may include counseling options, for
students who engage in bullying behaviors, students who are targeted by bullying behaviors, and any
student who witnessed bullying behaviors.

Any action taken in response to bullying will comply with state and federal law regarding students with
disabilities.

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) AND OTHER WORK-BASED PROGRAMS (SECONDARY
GRADE LEVELS ONLY)

[SEE PAGE 37]

District policy prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, or handicap in its
vocational programs, services, or activities, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other
designated youth groups as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of
the Education Amendments of 1972; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY ADMISSIONS AND FINANCIAL AID (ALL GRADE LEVELS)
[SEE PAGE 44]
As required by law, the district will provide written notice concerning the following:



e Automatic college admission
e Curriculum requirements for financial aid
o Benefits of completing the requirements for automatic admission and financial aid

e The Texas First Early High School Completion Program, which requires a student to provide an
official copy of assessment results and transcripts, as applicable, to receive credit for the
assessments and credits required for early graduation under the program

e The Texas First Scholarship Program

e The Future Texas Teachers Scholarship Program

COLLEGE CREDIT COURSES (SECONDARY GRADE LEVELS ONLY)

[SEE PAGE 45]

Under the Financial Aid for Swift Transfer (FAST) program, a student may be eligible to enroll at no cost
to the student in dual credit courses at a participating institution of higher education. The FAST program
allows students who are or have been educationally disadvantaged at any time during the four years
preceding the student’s enrollment in a dual credit course to enroll at no cost to the student. The district
will determine eligibility upon the student’s enrollment in the dual credit course. See the high school
counselor for more information.

UNACCEPTABLE AND INAPPROPRIATE USE OF TECHNOLOGY RESOURCES
[SEE PAGE 57]

In accordance with state law, the district prohibits the installation or use of TikTok or any successor
application or service on a district device, along with any other social media application or service
determined by the governor.

SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS

[SEE PAGE 67]

Students who have a financial need according to federal criteria and who complete the foundation
graduation program may be eligible under the TEXAS Grant Program, Teach for Texas Grant Program,
and Future Texas Teachers Scholarship Program for scholarships and grants toward tuition and fees to
Texas public universities, community colleges, and technical schools, as well as to private institutions.
Certain students who graduate early may also be eligible for the Texas First Scholarship Program.

HAZING (ALL GRADE LEVELS)

[SEE PAGE 68]

The district will not tolerate hazing. Disciplinary consequences for hazing will be in accordance with the
Student Code of Conduct. It is a criminal offense if a person engages in hazing; solicits, encourages,
directs, aids, or attempts to aid another in hazing; or has firsthand knowledge of an incident of hazing
being planned or having occurred and fails to report this to the principal, superintendent, or law
enforcement official.

UNASSIGNED OPIOID ANTAGONISTS

[SEE PAGE 72]

In accordance with Chapter 38, Subchapter E of the Education Code, the board has adopted a policy
to allow authorized and trained [school personnel and/or school volunteers] at each campus to
administer an opioid antagonist, such as Narcan or Naloxone, to an individual who is reasonably
believed to be experiencing an opioid-related drug overdose.

One or more authorized and trained individuals will be present on each campus subiject to this policy
during reqular school hours.




REPEATING A HIGH-SCHOOL CREDIT COURSE

[SEE PAGE 87]

A parent may request in writing that a student repeat a high-school credit course in which the student
was enrolled during the previous school year unless the district determines that the student has met all
requirements for graduation.

Before granting the request, the district may convene a retention committee to meet and discuss the
request and will invite the parent to participate.

REQUESTING ADMINISTRATION OF STAAR/EOC IN PAPER FORMAT (ALL GRADE LEVELS)

[SEE PAGE 89]
REQUESTING ADMINISTRATION OF STAAR/EOC IN PAPER FORMAT (ALL GRADE LEVELS)

STAAR and EOC assessments are administered electronically.

A parent or teacher may request that a STAAR or EOC be administered to a student in paper format.
The district may grant this request for any single administration for up to three percent of the number of
students enrolled in the district. Requests will be granted in the order in which they are received.

Requests for paper format for a fall administration of a STAAR or EOC must be submitted no later than
September 15 each school year.

Requests for paper format for a spring administration of a STAAR or EOC must be submitted no later
than December 1 each school year.

STANDARDIZED TESTING FOR A STUDENT IN SPECIAL PROGRAMS
[SEE PAGES 89-90]
FAILURE TO PERFORM SATISFACTORILY ON STAAR OR EOC

If a student does not perform satisfactorily on a required state assessment in any subject, the district
will provide accelerated instruction for the student in the subseguent school vear by:

e Assigning the student to a teacher who is certified as a master, exemplary, or recognized teacher if
one is available in the grade and subject matter of the state assessment on which the student did
not perform satisfactorily, or

e Providing supplemental instruction.

A student may be required to attend any assigned supplemental instruction program before or after
school or during the summer. The district will provide transportation for supplemental instruction.

When a student fails to perform satisfactorily on a required state assessment in the same subject area
for two or more vears, the district shall develop an accelerated education plan. Parents are encouraged
to participate in developing this plan.

SAFETY (ALL GRADE LEVELS)

[SEE PAGE 90]
e Help secure the campus by keeping all exterior doors closed, latched, and locked unless the door
is actively monitored by a district employee.

e Follow instructions from teachers and other district employees regarding classroom doors.

PREPAREDNESS TRAINING: CPR AND STOP THE BLEED

[SEE PAGE 91]

The district will offer instruction in CPR and the use of an automated external defibrillator (AED) at least
once to students enrolled in in grades 7-12. The instruction can be provided as part of any course and
is not required to result in CPR or AED certification.




FooD AND NUTRITION SERVICES (ALL GRADE LEVELS)

[SEE PAGE 93]

The following information is published as required by the USDA for participation in the National School
Lunch Program:

“In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
requlations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race. color,
national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or
retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

“Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities
who require alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print,
audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or local agency that
administers the program or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact
USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

“To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA
Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online at:
https://www.usda.qov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866)
632-9992. or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name,
address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient
detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged
civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1. mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or
2. fax: 833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or
3. email: Program.Intake@usda.gov
“This institution is an equal opportunity provider.”

The responsible state agency that administers the program is the Texas Department of Agriculture
(https://www.texasagriculture.gov/Home/Contact-Us), which can be reached at (800) TELL-TDA (835-
5832) or (800) 735-2989 (TTY).

The local agency that administers the program is the district. See Nondiscrimination Statement on
page Error! Bookmark not defined. for the name and contact information for the Title IX coordinator,
ADA/Section 504 coordinator, and superintendent for other concerns about discrimination.

VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL (ALL GRADE LEVELS)

GENERAL VISITORS

[SEE PAGE 100]

Parents and others are welcome to visit district schools. For the safety of those within the school and
to avoid disruption of instructional time, all visitors must:

e Requestentry to the school at the primary entrance unless otherwise directed by a district employee.

e Report to the main office.

o Be prepared to show identification.



e Exit the school at the primary entrance and leave all exterior doors closed, latched, and locked
unless actively monitored by a district employee.

e Comply with all applicable district policies and procedures.

If requested by a district employee, a visitor must provide identification such as a driver’s license, other
picture identification issued by a government entity, or employee or student identification issued by the
district. A person who refuses to provide identification and who reasonably appears to have no legitimate
reason to be on district property may be ejected from district property.

Glossary

[SEE PAGE 102]

Accelerated instruction, including supplemental instruction, is an intensive educational program
designed to help an individual student acquire the knowledge and skills required at his or her grade
level. It is required when a student does not meet the passing standard on a state-mandated
assessment. Accelerated instruction may be provided by assigning a student to a classroom teacher
who is certified as a master, exemplary, or recognized teacher or by providing supplemental instruction
in addition to reqular instruction.




