
Pre -  
Kindergarten

---
Curriculum

Dr. Jason McKinnon
September 7, 2017
Presentation to the Board of Education 



Special 
Acknowledgement 

Pre-Kindergarten 
Teachers
Lisa Abrams

Kristen Olyha

Kelly Rich

Ann Tortora

Kelly Vedovato

And
Dr. Jason McKinnon

Karen Gruetzner

Barbara Winstrom

Laurie Hudson

2



1.
Overview of 

Pre-K



“
The goal of early childhood education 
should be to activate the child’s own 

natural desire to learn. 
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2.
Curriculum 

Development



Based on 
standards 
and 
Research

1. Development of the Pre-K 
Curriculum 

2. Standards and Domains 

3. Curriculum Units 

4. Guiding Principles 

5. Essential Dispositions 
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Guiding 
Principles

All children benefit 
from a rich learning 
environment, which 
is influenced by our 
guiding principles. 

10



Guiding 
Principles

1. All children are capable of learning

2. Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs

3. Pre-K students are unique in how they develop

4. Young children learn in the context of relationships

5. Young children benefit from hands-on learning 

6.  We provide meaning inclusion for all students 

7. Curriculum Implementation

8. Mulit-sensory, language based environment 

9. Family Engagement

10. Play
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Essential 
Dispositions

1. Creativity 

2. Inquisitiveness 

3. Flexibility 

4. Socialization 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R8ZWbIBL0f0


Key Features 
of our 
curriculum 

Curriculum Units 

We have developed 12 
curriculum units that 
include standards, focus 
areas, essential 
questions, and 
assessments. Units are 
designed based on a 
year 1 and year 2 
schedule. (View table 3 
for a complete scope 
and sequence.)

Assessment 

 End of unit 

assessments are used 

as checklist to 

determine if students 

meet standards. ESGI is 

a one-on-one 

assessment platform 

that is used to provide 

baseline, mid-year, and 

final benchmarks on 

critical foundational 

skills in the areas of 

mathematics and 

literacy. 

Differentiation 

Each unit clearly 
articulates how 
teachers can meet 
individual student’s 
needs. For instance, the 
curriculum details 
specific  strategies for 
our ESL and special 
education students. 
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Pre-K Curriculum 
Link

Winter Unit 

http://www.newfairfieldschools.org/students-parents/curriculum/curriculum
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Thank you
Any questions?
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