
Summer, 2022
Completed Curricular Projects 



Agenda 

I. Profile of a Graduate Rubrics: Academic and SEL

I. Global Thinking

I. ELA Adoptions:   Grades 4,5 and 7



Revisions Adopted March 2022 



Communication/  Collaboration 



Global Thinking 



Created and vetted in two committees

How can we develop more student experiences for development of 
Global Thinking? 



● Include updated Profile of 

Graduate (POG) Capacities 

● Update and aligned 

understandings, skills, transfers, 

and essential questions to new 

ELA Guiding Document 

● Embedded Morphology 

instruction and assessment

● Prioritize CT Core standards

● Addition of SBAC Connections 

throughout units 

● Addition of formal grammar 

instruction embedded into 

writing units following scope and 

sequence 

English 
Language Arts 

Grades 4, 5, and 7



Global Thinking : Alternate Perspectives 

Grade 5 

Before: Picturing Change  

Now: Picturing Change with a 

focus on seeing ourselves in the 

characters we read about and 

point of view and perspective

Grade 7 

Before:  Exceptionalities 

Now: Harbor Me - Analyzing 

Perspectives 



Grade 4

Revisions include the following 

highlights: 

Writing:

● Nonfiction: How Writers Engage 

Readers 

● Personal Essay

Morphology and Grammar:

● Study of word structure, focusing 

on advanced spelling rules and 

morphology embedded in reading 

units

● Formal grammar instruction 

embedded in writing units following 

scope & sequence



Grade 5

Revisions include the following 
highlights: 

Reading & Writing:
● Poetry unit updated to include 

speaking and listening standards
● Picturing Change unit revised with a 

focus on point of view and 
perspective

Morphology and Grammar:
● Study of word structure and 

morphology embedded in reading 
units

● Formal grammar instruction 
embedded in writing units following 
scope & sequence



Grade 7

Revisions include the following highlights: 

All units were revised to include: 

● Embedded morphology instruction and formal 
grammar instruction following scope and sequence

● Planned predictable problems and small groups 
● Created teacher pacing guides

Unit 1: Reading and Writing Under the Influence of Mentors 

● Removed rap and alternate perspectives  
● Selected mentor texts: Percy Jackson and The 

Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan (graphic novel & 
prose version) and Lamb to Slaughter by Roald Dahl

Unit 2: Analyzing Author’s Craft in Historical Fiction 

● Changed to book clubs and independent book 
● Mentor Text: Prisoner B-3087 by Alan Gratz 
● Shifted focus from elements of historical fiction to 

author’s craft 

Unit 3: The Literary Essay - Writing to Analyze Craft 

● Shifted focus from proving theme to analyzing 
author’s craft and the purpose/impact of those 
craft moves

Revision goals throughout the year: high volume reading and 
planned differentiation 



Grade 7

Revisions include the following highlights: 

Unit 4: Nonfiction Reading - Becoming an Effective Researcher & 
Unit 5: Nonfiction Writing - Writing to Persuade 

● Split nonfiction into two separate units (3 weeks reading, 
2 weeks writing)

● Creation of teacher models 
● Addition of nonfiction reading PBA (Connecting research 

skills to real life)

Unit 6: Close Reading to Interpret Theme

● New unit focused on reading short stories to build close 
reading and interpretation skills 

● Addition short story analysis essay 

Unit 7: Interpreting Poetic Elements 

● New unit focused on analyzing elements of structure to 
interpret theme 

● Builds off of the author study unit where students are 
introduced to craft 

Unit 8: Harbor Me - Analyzing Perspectives 

● Follows Kate Robert’s whole class novel structure (two 
weeks whole class novel, two weeks book club, 1 week 
independent book)

● Teachers read and selected book clubs books that are 
high interest to encourage reading volume and 
engagement going into summer vacation  

Revision goals throughout the year: high volume 
reading and planned differentiation 


