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School policy permeates the ballot
By Jim Broadway, Publisher, Illinois School News Service
 
Just a brief message today, an expression of the unusual influence that tomorrow's
elections will have on public education, not just in Illinois but nationwide. I'm not going
to write much, but I'll link you to two documents that you can read at your leisure as
you congratulate yourself for having voted early.

Oh, you haven't taken advantage of Illinois' early-voting opportunity? Well, then, I
guess I'll see you at the polling place tomorrow morning.

Just a brief review of what's in this election for Illinois advocates of public education.
Most important, of course, is the gubernatorial election. Incumbent Republican Gov.
Bruce Rauner has two strikes against him in this regard. First, his first education
priority is expansion of charter schools. He's a privatizer.

Second, while he talks a good game about investment in public education, he has
opposed the revenue policy that Illinois must have to make that investment.
Remember, he was highly vocal in his praise for the new evidence-based education
funding law, but he vetoed (fortunately overridden) the tax bill to pay for it.
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That's pretty much it. If Rauner is reelected (almost impossible), school policy
becomes uncertain again. But if the Democrat challenger, J.B. Pritzker, is elected,
public education prevails over the privatizers and the voters will be asked to let the
policymakers tax the rich enough to keep the schools afloat in the future.

How is that? Pritzker, who does not oppose charters (has funded two named), has
called for a moratorium on creating any more of them and for the repeal of the
authority of the Illinois State Charter School Commission to overturn decisions by
locally elected boards of education to deny charter school applications.

On the revenue side, Pritzker proposes to offer the voters a constitutional amendment
two years from now to remove the current requirement for a flat (regressive) income
tax, leading to higher tax rates on the marginal incomes of very wealthy taxpayers
(such as himself), without raising the rates for the rest of us.

The rest of the country is also focusing a great deal on education policy, as
reported by National Public Radio. Public education took a beating in the Great Recession,
and still has not recovered in most states. Voters in many states are looking at
referenda to try to catch up on that.

Funding sources are a major question, of course. Legalization and taxation of
marijuana is on the ballot in some states (as Pritzker says it should be here), and
casino gambling is a possibility as well (we already have enough of that). It is likely
that new sources, such as sports betting, will be affected by Tuesday's voting.

Two states' gubernatorial elections are closely watched for their education impact.
Wisconsin's union-busting privatizing Republican rich guy Gov. Scott Walker is opposed
by the Democratic Superintendent of Public Instruction Tony Evers, who hopes
ameliorate the damage Walker has done to schools and educators.

Arizona's incumbent Republican Gov. Doug Ducey - an advocate for charter schools - is
challenged by Arizona State University professor David Garcia, a critic of Ducey's
education policy. There's also a ballot question on expanding the state's voucher
program to cover all children, not just those with special needs.

The NPR article is brief, well written and worth reading.

Finally, the American Federation of Teachers has released a comprehensive
analysis of how education suffered in state policy during what the AFT refers to as the
"Decade of Neglect," a period extending from 2009 to 2017, analyzing data from the
National Association of State Budget Officers.

There is no question about the fact that the years of limited revenue to the state were
punishing to Illinois school districts, and the budgetless first two years of the Rauner
Administration were exasperating. But a review of what other states had to endure at
the same time would almost make one grateful.

After the end-notes, there is a lengthy section in which the experiences of all 50 states
are reviewed, one at a time in alphabetical order. While some of the stories are
engrossing, you can skip down to the Illinois saga for an interesting and accurate
account of how PK-12 and higher education fared.

I may send you a wrap-up by the weekend, giving you my take on the election
outcomes and a preview of the veto session (which begins on Tuesday of next week).
If I can't get it to you by Friday, look for it next Monday. Meanwhile, enjoy the
elections (and the fact that campaign ads are finally over). - Jim

Links to newsletters posted so far this year are available at this web page link.
Please remember that current ISNS archives are for our subscribers only; do not share
this link. But all 2017 issues can be found HERE. You may share the 2017 archives web
page link with anyone who wants to see it.
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The only way to contact me: Use the link below. As soon as you "submit" your
message, it is sent to me by email. Your message may be complex and "attached" to a
document, or it may be as simple as "call me."

IF YOU NEED TO SPEAK WITH ME directly, leave a phone number for me to call and tell
me what would be a good time to converse. I am always connected to my email, and I
promise to respond to you as soon as possible.

Invoice Reminder: All invoices are emailed via the PNC Bank. ISNS is now paperless.
If you need me to resend an invoice, use the contact link to tell me. I deeply
appreciate your support of ISNS. This service cannot exist without you.

Your inputs - questions, comments, suggestions - are valued. For twenty-three
years ISNS has been guided by wisdom "from the field." To contribute in this way,
just click this link to our contact form.
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