
ISBN Title Author ES/MS/HS Notes (if needed) Review #1 Review #2
979-83-18-95656-0 Dog Man: a sprinkle of Time Dav Pilkey ES next in series ( released 12/3/26) Upper Elementary; Interest Level: 3-6

978-0-06-358983-4 The Toast of the Town John Jory ES next in series (release 11/20/26)
"Kirkus Reviews (September 15, 2026)
The latest title in this indefatigable food-centered series finds a piece of toast recounting a life-changing event. Before earning the nickname the Toast of the Town, this book’s narrator is just one of many slices of bread at a diner, where life is dispiriting: “I may have been wheat bread, but I felt like sourdough.” The protagonist doesn’t have much going on—“I mostly just loafed around”—until the day our hero accidentally falls into a toaster: “I felt…different. I’d dropped into the appliance as ordinary bread…but when I popped out, I had become…toast.” This development leads to a radical change in outlook, and the toast has since embarked on a crusade of helpfulness (“I try to pop up wherever help is needed. That’s just how I roll”). The narrator’s community-minded spiel does run long, but the verbal and visual gags arrive with slapstick-comedy frequency. If there exists a pun about bread or toast, John has used it here. Working digitally, Oswald takes all this silliness seriously, approaching scenes revolving around a range of common pantry and refrigerator items with uncommon care. In a coy touch, the narrator’s flashback to the diner days is largely rendered in gray tones, calling to mind scenes from an old movie…if old movies starred foodstuffs with stick limbs and googly eyes. Umpteen books in, this punning series is still full of beans. (Picture book. 4-8)"

Audience: Lower Elementary; Interest Level: K-3
From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-3; Ages 4-8
From Kirkus: Ages 4-8

978-1-54618-302-0 The Terrible Trio: The day mac'cheese ran out Swapna Haddow ES next in series
Booklist starred (February 1, 2026 (Vol. 122, No. 11))
Grades 2-4. This second installment in the Terrible Trio series is a laugh-out-loud adventure proving that creativity, positivity, kindness, and friendship are the true superpowers. Marg, Zeb, and Barry are back, finding inventive ways to use their wacky superpowers. Marg has suddenly lost her ability to make mac ’n’ cheese, the café’s signature dish. What seems like a minor problem quickly escalates into a high-stakes mission when Zeb accidentally angers a lion and promises to serve mac ’n’ cheese to the entire pride—including 16 adults and 28 cubs. If he fails, the friends will all be eaten! Their quest to retrieve Marg’s power takes them up a mountain, to the cheese market, and to a lion- packed barbecue. The story is packed with humor, witty wordplay, and zany illustrations that bring the trio’s antics to life. Marg’s culinary crisis, Zeb’s lion dilemma, and Barry’s unpredictable lemur logic combine into a whirlwind of hilarious mishaps and creative problem-solving. Readers will delight in the clever puns, the unexpected adventures, and the endearing friendship among the characters. Perfect for early-chapter-book readers who enjoy silly humor, imaginative scenarios, and quirky illustrations, this is a fun, fast-paced read that leaves you eagerly anticipating the next wild adventure of Marg, Zeb, and Barry

From the publisher: Grades 2-5; Ages 7-10
From Booklist: Grades 2-4

978-0-593-70672-5 Junie B. Jones and her big fat mouth: the graphic novel Colleen Venable ES next in series
School Library Journal Xpress starred (June 26, 2026)
K-Gr 3-Junie B. Jones and her kindergarten classmates are gearing up for career day. Mrs., her kindergarten teacher, brings in a series of career speakers, but Junie B. feels defeated because none of the jobs spark her interest. When her classmates begin sharing their own ideas, Junie B. takes inspiration from her peers for her own vision: a superhero painter with a set of keys. Meanie Jim and the others tease Junie B. for being a copycat, and she is frustrated that she opened her "big fat mouth" to create an impossible job. This adaptation of Park's beloved novel delivers plenty of laughs and gives a fresh take to the story that readers of all ages will adore. Beam expertly brings Junie B.'s hilarious character and spirit to life with bright colors and a cartoon style that complements the plotline and tone of each scene. The varied panels and vibrant spreads will capture and maintain the attention of young readers, who will cackle with Junie B. on her adventure to discover her dream job. VERDICT This installment in the Junie B. Jones graphic novel series is full of heart and will keep readers howling with laughter.-Angie Jameson © Copyright 2026. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

From the publisher: Grades 1-4; Ages 6-9
From SLJ: K-Gr 3

979-88-86083-76-7 Butt or Face? Vol 5, Rainbow butts Kari Lavelle ES next in series

From Follett
"Ages 4 and up"--Back cover.
"Are you ready for round five of the hilarious guessing game picture book? Discover . . . facts about colorful animals while guessing if you're looking at a butt or a face!"--Provided by publisher.

Dewey: 591.4; Audience: Lower Elementary; Interest Level: K-3
AR 5.5 LG .5 559957EN

978-1-66599-064-6 Chicka Chicka peep peep Julien Chung ES

Audience: Lower Elementary
Grades: Pre-K/K-3
Ages: 4-8
Kirkus: Ages 3-5 From the publisher: Grades Pre-K/K-3; Ages 4-8

978-0-8479-0307-8 Unico: Lost Osamu Tezuka ES Requested by Students/Next in SeriesKirkus Review:  The little time- and space-leaping blue-eyed unicorn befriends the daughter of the Sphinx in this third series entryMarusu, Bamoria’s daughter, has been held captive by Venus, but she’s rescued and returned just as Unico arrives in the hall of the Sphinx’s desert palace. When the bounty hunter General Selak attacks Bamoria, Unico, who has befriended the small sphinx child, escapes with her. The large cast of characters, most introduced in a gallery in the opening pages, appear in three intertwined storylines; the stories center on Unico and expand the universe of the ongoing adventure. In the first one, the evil goddess Venus continues to threaten the hunter Iver with destruction unless he can bring Unico to her. Next, the little cats Toast and Chloe from Unico’s first outing meet a celestial scientist who works with them to refine their temporal shifting abilities so they can find Unico. In the third section, Unico and Marusu go in search of Queen Titania, the fey cousin of Unico’s benefactor, Prince Halian. The pacing is swift, with rapid shifts among storylines, and lively, kinetic framing on every page. Onomatopoeia (â��BAFOOM,â�� â��VHRROOMâ��) creates a visual soundtrack for swift escapes, close-fought battles, and the deployment of magical tools. The combination of intriguing worldbuilding and the suggestion of old, celestial magic and myth is highly entertaining. Fans will be begging to know when the next volume will arrive.Page-turning and, as always, cliff-hanging adventure.(Manga. 9-13)YA Books Central: Highlights how the third installment "effortlessly introduces new friends and foes," praising the inclusion of Starrow (the eccentric scientist) and Marusu (the young sphinx). The reviewer commends how the book transitions into a dungeon-crawler style desert environment while maintaining the emotional core of Unico trying to recover his memories. [1]
978-0-8479-2400-4 The Bat Catastrope Stuart Gibbs ES Requested by Students New York Times bestselling author Stuart Gibbs (Spy School) brings his signature wit and heart to the second installment of Bruce Wayne: Not Super — a laugh-out-loud, lesson-packed adventure perfect for middle grade readers who love heroes with humor. Goodreads Community Consensus: Early readers rate it 3.94 out of 5 stars. Reviewers highlight the "signature wit and heart" typical of Stuart Gibbs' Spy School series. They note that the dynamic between 13-year-old Bruce Wayne, Jack Napier (Joker), Bane, and Selina Kyle (Catwoman) creates a laugh-out-loud playground dynamic that lands perfectly with middle-grade readers.
978-0-0634-1555-3 The First Cat In Space and the Headless Knight Mac Barnett ES Next in Series Coming out October 6 No reviews yet due to it not being released yet
978-0-8479-2285-7 The Owl Diaries: The Great Gift Swap Rebecca Elliot ES Next in series This series is part of Scholastic's early chapter book line, Branches, aimed at newly independent readers. With easy-to-read text, high-interest content, fast-paced plots, and illustrations on every page, these books will boost reading confidence and stamina. Branches books help readers grow!
978-0-8479-2266-6 Warriors: Hidden Moon Erin Hunter ES Student Request Kirkus Reviews: An urgent prophecy of dangerous impending change leaves the feline Clans of Sanctuary Lake wringing their paws even more in this sluggish sequelYoung Moonpaw continues to be haunted by the increasingly powerful ghost of dead littermate Morningkit, either for still-hidden reasons or to bulk up the page count. Meanwhile, veteran warrior Tawnypelt’s announcement of the prophecy revealed to her in the opener is only delivered after delays caused by heavy doses of narcotic poppy seeds while she recovers from her injuries, followed by her son and Clan chief Tigerstar’s irrationally stubborn refusal to let her speak. Once the dismaying news is finally out, an expedition sets off to seek advice from the spirits of the Tribe of Rushing Water, since the Twolegs have blocked off the Moonpool, the Clans’ main access to their ancestors in StarClan. The author’s apparent determination to give most of the dozens of cats named in the cast list (plus a number of unlisted Tribe members) an appearance or a mention may excite confirmed series fans. Readers struggling to keep track of who’s who in the name-clogged narrative, however, not to mention those hoping for some resolution or significant twist in one of the several ongoing plotlines before this ambling episode simply trails off, are doomed to disappointment.An uninspired placeholder that offers little beyond further feline fretting.
978-0-8479-0033-6 Warriors: The Elder's Quest Erin Hunter ES Student Request Kirkus Reviews (8/4/25) Increased evidence of encroachment by Twolegs and other ominous signs of change roil the five feline Clans of the lake territories in this kickoff of a new story arcIn intertwined storylines, a distracting voice in a young apprentice’s head takes on increasingly scary strength, disturbing visions inform an experienced warrior that she’s been chosen by the spirit guides of StarClan to play an unwanted role in impending troubles, and a wise but weakening Clan leader faces being voted out of office due to her age. Meanwhile, the enigmatic Twolegs are tearing up a forested area, poisoning an important stream, and possibly threatening all the established territories of the five Clans. Avid series fans will welcome encounters with older versions of Leafstar, Tawnypelt, and other stalwarts whom they met in previous episodes. Detailed maps labeling the terrain in both cat and Twoleg terms appear at the beginning of the book, along with a cast list of truly imposing length, helping any readers who need reminders to keep track of the dozens of relationships and Clan affiliations. Better yet, expertly mixed in among dreams and discussions that crank up the general level of anxiety, the book has enough incidental action and individual wrestling with personal issues to help the main characters stand out from the furry crowd.A strong start to a new series in the ever-popular Warriors world: Legions of fans will purr.(Animal fantasy. 9-12)
978-0593616703 Help! I'm Being Eaten By a Bear Neil Sharpson ES Release Date Nov. 3 “Sharpson and Santat re-create the magic of their previous collaboration. . . . A worthy entry in the pantheon of consumed picture-book protagonists, with jokes that come as fast as a furious bear.” —Kirkus
978-0-8479-2009-9 Game of Pets: The Boy Who Knew Too Much Aaron Blabey ES New Series by The Bad Guys Author Publishers Weekly: When a nervous child gets a new pet, he’s unexpectedly charged with saving the world from certain doom in this madcap illustrated novel, a series launch from Bad Guys creator Blabey. Despite being allergic to “anything with fur” and having a fear of fish, 11-year-old Griff, whose skin tone echoes the white of the page, yearns for a pet. He gets his wish when, during a solo trip to the pet store, the establishment’s gruff owner sends Griff off with an axolotl. Once home, Griff is shocked when his new companion, Bob, telepathically informs him that “the world is going to end. And only YOU can stop it.” According to Bob, Earth is the subject of an intergalactic game show during which players, initially depicted as anonymous shadowy figures, control pet avatars to manipulate humankind into destroying the planet. Now Griff and Bob must embark on an epic road trip seeking someone who not only believes them but has enough power to save them. Chaos reigns supreme across a frenetic adventure that’s broken up by in-game interstitials that explain the competition’s rules, reveal the stakes, and introduce the interstellar players. The bizarre premise, combined with myriad moments of slapstick comedy and goofy illustrations, manifest in a raucous experience. Ages 8–12Kirkus Reviews: A boy and an axolotl face an intergalactic threatHumans think they’re in charge, but they couldn’t be more wrong. In actuality, ancient animalian aliens, including a capybara from Planet Weird, a turtle who’s over 8 million years old, and longtime champion Buttons the dog, are locked in a cosmic competition to see who can convince humans to obliterate Earth. They exert their influence via terrestrial avatars; imagine caged birds and cute chinchillas trying to persuade their owners to trash the planet. Meanwhile, Griff, a kid allergic to everything, is pet-shopping. The tough, mullet-haired, muscular Pet Shop Lady, who uses an electric wheelchair, takes pity on him and offers a steep discount on an expensive axolotl. When they depart the store, the axolotl (who introduces himself as Bob) begins communicating with Griff, and before he knows it, Griff’s been charged with saving the world. This series starter is heavy on exposition for future confrontations, but it’s crammed with frenzied, funny weirdness. Zesty commentary about the causes and consequences of climate change undergirds the absurd plot. Graphic novelist and picture-book creator Blabey’s first foray into text-centered storytelling features discursive descriptions and frequent dialogue; his many fans will devour this tale. Griff’s skin is the white of the page.Zany, off-the-wall fun bound to be a hit.(Fiction. 8-12)
979-8-347-11438-2 Cinnamon Crumb Baking Detectives: The Great Cake CaperHarry Woodgate ES New Series Publishers Weekly (9/14/26): In their series-starting middle grade debut, Woodgate (Grandad’s Camper) dishes up a cozy mystery caper that calls upon elements of The Great British Bake Off. All her life, Cinnamon Crumb’s family bakery, Crumb & Sons, has struggled to compete with Victoria Sponge’s Tea Emporium and Madeleine Macaron’s Mouthwatering Delights, the two best confectioneries in the town of Marzipan. Though Cinn’s own attempts at baking seem unlikely to shift the needle in Crumb & Sons’ favor—her recent effort was deemed a “mouthful of seawater in cupcake form”—she’s nevertheless excited for Marzipan’s yearly 10-day Great Cake Carnival. Then Cinn becomes embroiled in competing investigations after she’s separately recruited by bakery owners Victoria Sponge and Maddie Macaron. Victoria wants Cinn to find proof that best cake reigning champ Maddie has cheated her way to the Twelve-Tiered Crown for each of the past three years. Meanwhile, Maddie suspects Victoria of plotting sabotage and wants Cinn to uncover Victoria’s plot. Tension (and witty dessert wordplay) escalates and unsavory secrets about Marzipan and Cinn’s own family come to light over the course of parallel inquiries that boast clever antagonists and shocking twists. Delicious and whimsical b&w artwork, which depicts characters with varying skin tones, chronicles Cinn’s misadventures and sweet culinary experiences. The result is a unique and scrumptious whodunit. Ages 8–12. Agent: Alice Sutherland-Hawes, ASH Literary.
978-0-8479-2224-6 The Neverfear Impossible Creatures Book 3 Katherine Rundell ES Next in Series Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews: Young heroes rise to the challenge of protecting their home, family, and world when a new villain threatens the Glimouria Archipelago and the Immortal in this third series entryâ��New troubleâ�� comes to the sanctuary of Glimt when Irian Guinne is kidnapped and Teren, the young Immortal, is threatened. Christopher Forrester, former princess Anya, jaculus dragon Jacques, and ratatoska navigator Ratwin undertake a series of herculean tasks to fulfill the kidnappers’ demands and free Irian, all without Nighthand’s knowledge or help. Christopher seeks knowledge from Naravirala the sphinx to understand his new, deeper connection to creatures (â��It is the people you love who anchor youâ��), while Anya leans into her warrior nature (â��What if I was born to be brave?â��). Meanwhile, bandits with ouroboros bracelets pillage and burn across the Archipelago at the command of Astor Morax, and a fearsome tiger spies through mirrors. The white-presenting leads’ quest to save Irian is central, but brief sections visit Irian, Nighthand, and beautiful, deadly Carla Venasque. The climactic Battle of Glimt features ferocity, cleverness, sacrifice, and bravery, and the ending is more Shakespearean comedy than tragedyâ��but the danger to Teren is not over, leaving eager readers to await the fourth installment. This is a perfectly paced, mythology-laced tale of action, adventure, and heart that reminds readers that â��the only thing stronger than fear is love, unceasingly and exultantly given
978-0-8000-9186-6 Mr. Lemoncello's Fantabulous Finale Chris Grabenstein ES Next in Series ALA Booklist (10/1/24): One last round of clever games, puns, rebuses to solve, literary references, tests of character, and valuable prizes for a cast of 13-year-old contestants brings this bright and bookish series to a (supposed) close. In fact, Mr. Lemoncello dangles the most valuable prize of all: declaring that his entire multibillion-dollar gaming empire is up for grabs and there will be but one big winner. So it is that a new set of brainteasers takes Kyle and a rapidly dwindling group of other platinum ticket holders from the mammoth new amusement park Lemoncelloland to the Dewey depths of the Lemoncello Library. Along with taking one (possibly) final opportunity to dish out nods and sly pokes to dozens of fellow authors past and present, Grabenstein caters to series fans by trotting out characters from past episodes, yet again pulling the rug out from under the exaggeratedly villainous Chiltingtons, highlighting the theme that true winning requires not just individual effort but cooperation too, and closing with a properly magnificent shower of balloons. It all adds up to a "wondermous" wrap-up.
978-0-593-90471-8 Sharks in Kansas Becca Stadtlander ES Nonfiction K-Gr 4 —This nonfiction picture book's curious title proposes a simple but intriguing question. Sharks in Kansas? It's true! Eighty-five million years ago, the Western Interior Seaway covered the central portion of what is now North America. The book opens with a full-page spread of a car driving down a Kansas country road surrounded by a sea of green farmland. The next page presents an expansive spread picturing the fossil of a huge swimming reptile displayed at a museum. From beach to waves to the depths of the seabed, each spread immerses readers more deeply into the historic landscape and the incredible creatures that called the seaway habitat home. Dinosaurs like the 12-foot-tall Claosaurus strolled the seaway's beaches, and bird ancestors like Hesperornis, a 20-pound seabird, floated on its waves, all above an impressive population of mollusks, fish, and aquatic reptiles. Stewart's brief but detailed text and Stadtlander's rich gouache illustrations make this prehistoric world breathtakingly tangible. When the narrative resurfaces to the present day to present the seaway fossil record found in Colorado and Kansas, the sense of having passed through many millennia is subtle yet intense. Stewart's text explicates prehistoric creatures further in marginal fact boxes; information on plate tectonics and an extensive bibliography are included in the book's back matter. VERDICT This thoughtfully crafted picture book for young dinosaur enthusiasts is an impressive feat of early elementary nonfiction.—Emilia PackardALA Booklist (9/1/26): Stewart and Stadtlander invite young readers to envision the rolling farmlands of Kansas as they were 85 million years ago rolling stretch of ocean, now identified as the Western Interior Seaway, running between the continents of "Appalachia" to the east and "Laramidia" to the west. The waters teem with extinct creatures in the illustrations, from reptilian Pteranodons and feathered Hesperornis to wheelbarrow-sized clams, tentacled Ammonites, and toothy Mosasaurs lurking in the deep. The stars of the show, though, are the sharks, which come in a variety of strange shapes and join their prey in the fact files that run along the sides in bearing names that roll off the tongue: Squalicorax, Cretalamna, Scapanorhynchus, Cretoxyrhina, the 33-foot-long clam-eating Ptychodus. The author closes with an explanation of the geologic processes that caused the seawater first to pour in, then to drain away 60-or-so million years ago, leaving only fossils and fossil formations like the state's Monument Rocks as evidence of a once thriving watery habitat. An inviting plunge into the deep past.

978-1-464-22709-7 Why Space Will Freak You Out Arcand, Kimberly K. and Watzke, MeganES Nonfiction School Library Journal: From 02/27/2026 Copyright 2026 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 3–7 —Zombie planets, undead stars, and exploding brains are just a few of the fascinating and terrifying topics covered in this clever nonfiction guide to the universe. With sections covering each planet, many of the stand-out moons, some of the "most dangerous places in our galaxy," and a good sampling of curiosities from the space beyond, this book sticks to its theme of horror and danger while sticking to the facts. The text is informative and attention-grabbing. Illustrations include imaginative horror-style pencil-and-ink drawings, digitally refined, in strong colors, as well as many gorgeous images provided from NASA. A glossary is included at the end in the back matter to explicate terms in the narrative that appear in bold font. VERDICT This book will delight and attract children who enjoy scary stories and outer space. A great addition to any library collection.—Virginia Pine
Kirkus Reviews
Two astro-experts explain that there’s nothing to be afraid of in outer space (bwa ha ha)Among the many astronomical wonders modern observers have discovered in our solar system and beyond, no few have turned out to be deadlyâ��not to mention, as Arcand and Watzke point out with some relish, downright creepy or terrifying. Airless Mercury, â��a two-faced world of sufferingâ�� that can hit +800â�° F on the sun side and -290â�° in the shade, kicks off a grand tour of select moons, planets, exoplanets, supernovas, and even farther-flung phenomena, from black holes and magnetars to colliding galaxies that will leave unprotected visitors burnt, frozen, flayed, poisoned, spaghettified, or otherwise obliterated. Meanwhile, on the way to a (theoretical) universe-ending â��Big Rip,â�� background information on types of telescopes and galaxies, on space probes, how distant exoplanets reveal themselves, and other astronomical topics put all the thrillingly fatal scenarios on a sound scientific footing. Echoing the tone of the melodramatic headings (â��Eta Carinae: An Expanding, Exploding Brain in Spaceâ��), Ball’s images of eerily grimacing planets and other fancies add lurid highlights to the visuals, which also include actual space photos provided by NASA.A substantive introduction to the universe with an unusually rousing approach. (glossary)(Nonfiction. 9-11)

978-0063283473 It Takes a Family to Serve: A Tribute to Military Families―A Moving and Patriotic Picture Book for Kids (Lisa Wheeler ES Non-fiction For our military kiddos "It’s a collaboration that will help any reader understand the sacrifices of both those who serve and those whose support makes service possible." - Publisher's Weekly
79-82-17-03333-1 We Are Mighty: 12 Ordinary Americans Who Did the Next Needed ThingSusanna Chapman ES Spanish ALA Booklist (4/1/26): This nonfiction overview of Americans who "did the next needed thing" and achieved greatness is a miniature version of McMahon's adult number one New York Times best-seller of 2024, The Small and the Mighty. Each highlights 12 heroes, with 6 appearing in both books. The format is short vignettes, immensely aided by the illustrations, done in watercolor, ink, crayon, and cut paper, which enhance the brief biographies, such as that of a 15-year-old girl, part of a lighthouse family, who rescued four drowning boys. The theme is perhaps best illustrated in the story of Native American Jim Thorpe, whose shoes went missing right before his competition at the 1912 Olympics. Thorpe won gold with two shoes found at the last minute, one of which didn't even fit. The connections are sometimes illogical, as in the story of Gouverneur Morris, who lost part of a leg years before inscribing the first three words of the Constitution. Entertaining but hamstrung by its brevity.Kirkus Reviews: McMahon draws in part on her bestsellingThe Small and the Mighty (2024) to pay tribute to undersung American heroesSwitching out Daniel Inouye and some other members of her original gallery for more generally recognizable achievers like Jim Thorpe and Roberto Clemente, McMahon skips conventional career overviews to focus on anecdotes illustrative of character, such as the way Clemente prioritized answering fan letters from children. But much of what made her adult title such a refreshing and enlightening read, such as rousing details of the colorful life and gruesome death of Gouverneur Morris, author of the Preamble to the Constitution, is gone. Condensed to a single spread sharing space with spot art and a portrait of a dignified figure with a distant gaze, each entry is so abbreviated that everyone comes off as one-, or at most two-dimensional; notwithstanding the support of a skimpy timeline at the end, readers will be left largely in the dark not only about significant biographical events, but also historical contexts, and though the roster is in fact diverse, racial identities aren’t explored in any depth. Still, they will come away with eye-opening ideas about the kinds of large or small, public or private acts that might inspire them to rise up and do the â��next needed thingâ�� themselves when the moment arrives.Squeezed nearly dry of the original’s juice but still offers a few squirts of inspiration. (bibliography, source notes)(Informational picture book/collective biography. 7-10)
978-1-9622272-6-1 Tío Ricky Doesn't Speak English = Tío Ricky No Habla InglésJayri Gomez ES Spanish “It can feel like an adult responsibility to translate for second-generation kids, and Tío Ricky’s nephew sometimes feels frustrated. But when Tío Ricky falls ill, he knows what to do and realizes the importance of his translation skills. This heartfelt story celebrates family and helping others.” -- Mia Wenjen ― Co-Founder and President, Read Your World
978-0-06-320665-6 I Am = Yo Soy Gabriela Orozco Belt ES Spanish Publishers Weekly (1/20/25): On days when “I feel like I am not from here, ni de aquí” or “I feel like I am not from there, ni de allá,” the narrator of this affirming picture book is reminded that “I am the same in two languages. Each with its own history, heritage, and traditions—both pieces important because they make me whole.” Kicking off phrases with “I am,” simple text by Orozco Belt highlights dual experiences: “I am Independence Day on the 4th of July... And I am Independence Day on September 15.” Ortega’s speckle-textured digital scenes show children of various skin tones enjoying corn on the cob and elote, football and soccer, Halloween and Day of the Dead, and more. Though the frequently bilingual text consistently translates Spanish into English, English phrases often fail to appear with Spanish counterparts, undercutting the book’s message of fluidity across languages and cultures. Nevertheless, the work provides a meaningful reflection of “all that I am and where I am from.” Ages 4–8. (Mar.)Kirkus Reviews: Orozco Belt pays tribute to the richness of the bicultural, bilingual experienceThough the author starts off by addressing feelings of alienationâ��â��Some days I feel like I am not from here, ni de aquÃâ��â��she emphasizes that identity isn’t a struggle but something worth celebrating. A variety of Latine children, who vary in skin tone, offer personal and unique perspectives, using food, sports, and holidays to render tangible a potentially complex and abstract concept. â��I am footballâ��gridiron, pigskin, touchdownsâ�¦And I am soccerâ��pass, shot, goal!â�� â��I am â��Happy Birthday to You.’ / Blow out the candles and make a wishâ�¦And I am â��The Mornings.’ / Sung in the early morning, filled with joy.â�� National flags and references to specific customsâ��dancing bachata, observing DÃa de los Muertosâ��emphasize the diversity within Latine cultures. The book opens with a vibrant, contrasting palette, with hot hues set against cooler ones; Ortega maintains this color scheme while shifting to increasingly imaginative and expressive backdrops. Narrated in first person, with Spanish phrases sprinkled throughout (and color-coded translations for the English statements), it’s an engaging, easy-to-follow, and ultimately affirming work sure to leave readers smiling.Sweet and empowering.(Picture book. 4-8)
978-0-8479-1058-8 Fix-It Familia = ¡La Familia Ayudante! Lucky Diaz ES Spanish Kirkus Reviews praises the peppy rhyming verse and vibrant digital illustrations, noting that themes of collaboration and perseverance shine brightly. [1]Publishers Weekly highlights the catchy English and Spanish phrasing, pointing out the fun, no-nonsense handiness of the Latinx-cued family as they solve everyday neighborhood problems in Los Angeles.
978-0-8479-1984-0 El Rey Enano de Uxmal / The Child King of Uxmal Karla Arenas Valenti ES Spanish Currently no reviews
979-82-17-05361-2 Comida De Casa = Lunch from Home Joshua David Stein ES Spanish The School Library Journal calls the book "a warm tribute to food, identity, and the beauty of diversity". The review details how the story follows four students—Preeti, Mina, Niki, and Ray—who bring culturally specific packed lunches (like dhokla, gimbap, and a hot dog burrito) to a classroom dominated by standard sandwiches. It commends the text for effectively capturing the peer pressure that drives children to request "regular" sandwiches, followed by their realization that they miss the home-cooked flavors connecting them to their families. The journal explicitly highlights the Spanish translation by Rudy Zaltzman as "excellent" and praises its formatting directly above the English text. [ 1]Booklist: Booklist notes that the book "touches on positive portrayals of diversity and inclusiveness" while effectively showing the deep connection between food, culture, and family traditions. Their review highlights that because the four central characters are based on real-life professional chefs (Preeti Mistry, Mina Park, Niki Russ Federman, and Ray Garcia), it "adds meaningful weight to their experiences". They also laud Jing Li’s "bright, naturalistic art" for bringing the diverse classroom and the delicious-looking food to life.
979-8890988485 El juego mundial / The World's Game Yamile Saied Méndez ES Spanish The Verdict: The journal designated it as "an excellent addition to a picture book collection that promotes diversity, sportsmanship, and world unity."
978-0-8479-1082-3 The New Prophecy Erin Hunter ES Part of the Warrior Series Kirkus consistently praises the vivid colors, dramatic action sequences, and appealingly expressive feline faces. They note that the visual format brilliantly suits the inherently violent and dramatic storylines of the series, using wordless montages to effectively speed up the pacing
ISBN: Publisher: 1-546-12954-5 Perma-
Bound: 0-8479-0285-4
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-546-12954-7 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-0285-9 The Hybrid Prince (Wings of Fire Book 16) Sutherland, Tui T. ES Next In Series; Student request
9781419780486 Detective Duck: The Mystery at Emerald Pond (Detective Duck #3)Henry Winkler ES Next In Series
9781419780516 Detective Duck: The Mystery of the Flash Flood (Detective Duck #4)Henry Winkler ES Next in Series (comes out 11/3/2026)
978-0-06-337262-7 The Whale's Tale and the Other Side of the Story Messner, Kate ES Pub Weekly Kirkus
978-1-368-10870-6 Penelope Rex vs. the New Kid Higgins, Ryan T. ES Kirkus
978-1-454-99962-1 It's My Bird-Day! Willems, Mo ES Kirkus SLJ
978-1-250-33475-6 Love Finds a Way Kousky, Vern ES Kirkus SLJ
978-0-593-30530-0 The Mighty Winick, Judd ES SLJ
978-0-593-64970-1 Earl & Worm The Big Mess Pizzoli, Greg ES Kirkus SLJ
978-0-593-69484-8 Good morning, Crayons Daywalt, Drew ES Kirkus
978-1-546-15958-2 LOL Goat Laughs Out Loud Temple, Kate & Jol ES Kirkus
978-0-06-322117-8 Wombat Waiting Applegate, Katherine ES ALA Horn Book

https://www.perma-bound.com/Search?qt=author&q=Arcand%2C%20Kimberly%20K.%20and%20Watzke%2C%20Megan&sortType=score
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/416903-fix-it-familia--la-familia-ayudante?returnSearch=YdiJTBUmTXDS6oV9dYBj0w/1&returnProduct=416903
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/418438-comida-de-casa--lunch-from-home?returnSearch=TV865JheXmG9IaSUaM-GPQ/1&returnProduct=418438
https://www.amazon.es/-/en/Yamile-Saied-M%C3%A9ndez/e/B0H3XMSD4S/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/429867-the-whales-tale-and-the-otters-side-of-the-story?returnSearch=D6qWAUwrUO0noev6qSTwdw/1&returnProduct=429867
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/429867-the-whales-tale-and-the-otters-side-of-the-story?returnSearch=D6qWAUwrUO0noev6qSTwdw/1&returnProduct=429867
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/ryan-t-higgins/penelope-rex-vs-the-new-kid-a-penelope-rex-book/
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/415288-its-my-bird-day?returnSearch=I_YzOB_idocA21PiQSy31w/1&returnProduct=415288
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/415288-its-my-bird-day?returnSearch=I_YzOB_idocA21PiQSy31w/1&returnProduct=415288
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/411067-love-finds-a-way?returnSearch=j1ol9QmdS4v5DEVhqTeSUA/1&returnProduct=411067
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/411067-love-finds-a-way?returnSearch=j1ol9QmdS4v5DEVhqTeSUA/1&returnProduct=411067
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/415334-the-mighty?returnSearch=u3zcBrtxnTeUJLW98HF3TQ/1&returnProduct=415334
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/417473-the-big-mess-and-other-stories?returnSearch=bJE4XF0PfK4YVfFKD1kR2g/1&returnProduct=417473
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/417473-the-big-mess-and-other-stories?returnSearch=bJE4XF0PfK4YVfFKD1kR2g/1&returnProduct=417473
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/drew-daywalt/good-morning-crayons/
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/408183-l-o-l-g-o-a-t-laughs-out-loud
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/416963-wombat-waiting?returnSearch=Q-19u21srHiMsFXTAhT9rQ/1&returnProduct=416963
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ISBN Title Author ES/MS/HS Notes (if needed) Review #1 Review #2
978-0-593-81030-9 Buffalo Fluffalo and Puffalo Kalb, Bess ES Kirkus
978-1-339-01507-1 Pikachu's Nighttime Adventures Matsuo, Rikako ES Meet cute Pokémon in a whole new way! This original illustrated storybook is perfect for moms and dads who want to introduce their little ones to the most beloved Pokémon of all time. Join Pikachu, Eevee, and Dedenne on their first sleepover �it's sure to be an adventure!Pikachu is having a sleepover with Eevee and Dedenne. But when Eevee starts to tell a ghost story� a real ghost appears! A real Ghost-type Pokémon, that is! Soon Pikachu, Eevee, Dedenne, and their new Pokémon pal are off to explore monpoké Island! What new friends will they meet on their nighttime adventure?
978-1-546-18594-9 Licorice LaReau, Kara ES Publisher's Weekly SLJ
978-1-546-15922-3 Underwater Battles Pallotta, Jerry ES nonfiction Who Would Win? series
978-1-546-17947-4 The Road from Nowhere Avi ES Kirkus ALA
978-0-06-343777-7 The Cow in the Dark at Night Hannigan, Jess ES Publisher's Weekly ALA
978-1-546-11033-0 I Wish I Had a Polar Bear with Ice Cream Alber, Diane ES Picture book When a little boy wishes that he had a polar bear to bring him ice cream, he couldn't have known that the wish would come true! But what happens when the polar bear brings more ice cream than he could ever eat?
978-0-593-69963-8 Serafina Makes Waves Burgess, Matthew ES SLJ Horn Book
9782898022524 What Can You Do With a Line? Yemen, Gulsah ES STEAM
979-8987408025 Collaboration Station Olsen, Shannon ES STEAM
978-1-665-98419-5 I am Not Grumpy Perry, Caroline L. ES Kirkus
979-82-250-4133-5 Millie Fleur's Pumpkin Problem Mandin, Christy ES Kirkus
978-0-06-345588-7 The Skeleton and the Cat Scott, Brandon J ES SLJ Kirkus
978-0-593-30360-3 Owl By Myself Oswald, Pete ES Publisher's Weekly Kirkus
978-1-478-89070-6 Frabbit: Birth of a Superhero Metzger, Steve ES SLJ

978-1-464-25818-3 The Sun Thief Hemming, Alice ES sequel in series Leaf Thief
Kirkus Reviews
The perky red squirrel introduced inThe Leaf Thief (2020) is confusedBird and Squirrel both love summer, but when Bird calls out a cheery â��Night night,â�� Squirrel, yawning himself, is incredulous: â��BEDTIME? It can’t be! The sun’s still up, look!â�� Naturally there’s a lot more bewilderment ahead. Some weeks later, Squirrel is alarmed to see it’s dark at toothbrushing time. In skittish Squirrel’s view, a â��sun thiefâ��â��who also made an odd â��hooâ�� sound the other nightâ��is responsible. Bird explains that as summer goes on, the sun sets earlier and earlier each night and reassures Squirrel that owls cry â��hoo.â�� But the very next evening, at bathtime, Squirrel shines a bright light into the dark, sees something looming, and screams that the sun thief has â��crashed into my tree!â�� Patient Bird, roused from slumber, points out that it’s just Bat. But â��why was she flapping about in the dark?â�� Now Bird explains whatnocturnal means. Once again, Squirrel is amusingly slow on the uptake, allowing readers to feel superior as Hemming gently folds in some science. Slater’s witty illustrations also lighten the lessons: Bird hangs a tiny T-shirt and shorts on a diminutive laundry line and sleeps tucked into a cozy repurposed sardine can, where a scared Squirrel attempts to squeeze in; Squirrel sports a pink bath towel and shower cap; a real thief quietly makes off with a couple of items (though Squirrel and Bird remain blissfully unaware).A charming mix of science lesson and winsome storytelling. (info on light changes and diurnal/nocturnal)(Picture book. 4-8)

979-82-17-22372-5 Dragon Dog Lang, Suzanne ES
Kirkus Reviews (July 15, 2026)
The team behind the Grumpy Monkey books introduces another foul-tempered animal protagonist. A mad wizard, Simpkin Sowerbutts, wants to create a dragon as loyal as a dog, but oopsie: He accidentally creates a dog as fierce as a dragon. Unsure of his identity, Dragon Dog roams in search of his kind, fighting off adversaries who underestimate his ferocity. But someone does accept him for who he is: Dandelion, a lost little lamb whose appearance (googly eyes, puffy white wool) matches her temperament. Dandelion talks Dragon Dog into helping her find her way home, appealing to something not readily obvious: his soft side. When they arrive at Dandelion’s home, they discover that her shepherd, along with the rest of the flock, is missing; Dragon Dog sniffs the air and knows that Sowerbutts is to blame, and the unlikely friends embark upon a rescue mission. The tale touches on the idea of not drawing conclusions based on appearances, but one senses that the story’s goings-on are primarily a vehicle for the book’s seductive visual elements. The Photoshop art is equally adept at capturing the humor—Dragon Dog’s fluffy dragon-green fur makes him look like a cat with a Day-Glo dye job—and the scares, as when Dragon Dog takes on menacing, angular foes who look straight out of a Disney-villains playbook. Utterly appealing art wins the day in this fiercely funny tale. (Picture book. 4-8)

Publishers Weekly (June 15, 2026)
Equal parts creature feature and comforting comedy, this winning picture book from married collaborators Suzanne and Max Lang (Grumpy Monkey) puts a screwball spin on self-determination. "Mad wizard Simpkin Sowerbutts," depicted with gray skin, believes that "if I can create a dragon as loyal as a dog, everyone will obey me." Instead, he produces the inverse: a green fanged pup with stubby wings and a spiked tail who’s more plush toy than apex predator. "Who you calling fluffy?" barks Dragon Dog when the wizard laments his mistake. "I’m fierce!" Refusing to be consigned to the dungeon, Dragon Dog escapes into a world that reminds him at every turn he’s "too much dog to be a dragon, and too much dragon to be a dog." After his triumphs earn him a fearsome reputation, a lost little lamb named Dandelion recognizes him as something simpler: a loyal protector who might help her find her way. The plot’s broad shape-exile, friendship, rescue, reframe-is familiar, but the wisecracking, dialogue-driven narrative piles on the giggles, while antic digital cartooning alternates gag-strip vignettes with fully rendered images that tip their hat to fantasy tropes. With a goofy and resolutely nonrestrictive takeaway-"I’m fierce and I’m fluffy!"-this is a very good boy of a book. Ages 4-8. (Sept.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

978-0-593-81196-2 Archibald and the Furry Dinosaurs Lang, Suzanne ES
Kirkus Reviews (July 1, 2025)
This hairy tale has been a long time coming. Dinosaurs used to be covered in hair: “There were short-haired dinosaurs and long-haired dinosaurs. Fluffy, curly, bearded, dreadlocked, and shaggy dinosaurs.” Except one. Archibald, a red bipedal dino, had hair once, but he’s now “as bald as a boulder.” Where did his tresses go? Archibald sets out on a quest to find his lost locks. Along the way, his lack of hair comes in handy. Pursued by the fierce Woollyciraptors, he escapes by dashing through a thicket of brambles (the raptors’ wool gets them tangled up). Sunlight gleaming on his smooth top blinds the hungry Haironodons eager to make a meal out of him, and a voracious but hirsute Furannosaurus becomes overheated while chasing him. Archibald even saves a few new friends along the way. These actions begin a hair-shaving trend among his furry contemporaries. The story’s dry humor and intricate digital illustrations work in harmony to deliver a charming story that will amuse budding paleontologists. From stocky, sweetly guileless Archibald to his preening peers to the predators with their gaping maws, the caricaturelike depictions of the dinos will delight. While some details and colors may be a hair too subtle for large-group storytimes, the book is a fine choice for lap reads anywhere—especially barbershops. Hair-raising fun that will leave readers combing bookshelves for more. (Picture book. 4-8)

Booklist (September 1, 2025 (Vol. 122, No. 1))
Grades K-2. Forget feathers—in this fanciful dino fiction, all dinosaurs are covered in fur. Some are sleek and shorthaired, while others are curly, fluffy, or even dreadlocked. But there is one noticeable exception: poor Archibald is “bald as a boulder." Certain he had hair when he was younger, Archibald departs to find his missing mane, but it’s one disappointment after another. A promising clump in the grass turns out to be a dinosaur’s tail, a carnivore’s lair shows no sign of his fluff, and a vast canyon is devoid of fur. Archibald narrowly avoids a slew of zany scrapes, finally comprehending that his lack of hair is the very thing that allowed him to escape those scary situations. The friendly, fast-paced story is a comedic gold mine, from funny dinosaur names (Woollyciraptors, Furannosaurus) to vistas of primping dinosaurs shampooing their cotton-candy locks. The comically cartoonish illustrations are packed with entertaining action and adorable animals, and Archibald’s bewildered expressions are a hoot. No dinosaur facts here, just a supremely sweet and silly celebration of acceptance and individuality.

978-0-593-30605-5 Grumpy monkey. 2,Who threw that? (Grumpy Monkey Graphic Novels)Lang, Suzanne ES sequel to book in libraries: Grumpy monkey. 1,Freshly squeezed

REVIEW FOR FIRST IN SERIES: Full-Text Reviews
Kirkus Reviews (April 15, 2021)
Grumpy Monkey moves from picture books to a graphic-novel chapter book, in which he tolerates his friends’ goofy antics during a group journey to an orange grove. Divided into three chapters of cartoon-style comics, with bonus interludes in between, the book features Jim Panzee, the protagonist of the Grumpy Monkey picture-book series. He is on his relaxing Wednesday Walk, stress orange in hand, but little is quiet about his journey once his jungle friends appear. After the accumulation of unwanted companions causes Jim to squeeze his stress orange so hard that he destroys it, the group seeks a replacement, stopping for a papaya fight, a splash party in the water, and some swinging from vines. They eventually escape angry parrots with the only orange the parrots didn’t devour. There’s a good dose of potty humor: Leslie the giraffe responds to Norman the gorilla’s invitation to come along with “you bet your butt I do,” and two spreads are devoted to poop humor (with Jim as the butt of the joke). There’s also wordplay (a chapter called “Orange Ya Glad We Made It?”; Jim’s repeated mantra, “Squeeze, squeeze, mind at ease”; and a guide to speaking Jim’s nonsense language, in which the syllable ob is inserted before vowels in every word). That the book pauses for a “Primate Primer” with talking simians will be like pouring lemon juice on a cut for those readers who see in anthropomorphized monkeys a perpetuation of pernicious anti-Black stereotypes. Disappointing. (Graphic fiction. 6-10)

978-0-593-70934-4 Grumpy monkey. 3,School stinks! (Grumpy Monkey Graphic Novels)Lang, Suzanne ES sequel to book in libraries: Grumpy monkey. 1,Freshly squeezedSchool Library Journal (May 1, 2025) Gr 3-5-Another series title offering a humorous learning experience combined with the frantic energy level of Grumpy Monkey. Jim Panzee is playing with his jungle friends when he is sprayed by a polecat. Everyone agrees: he stinks! Could this accident have been avoided? What about attending school where he, accompanied by readers, can learn jungle life lessons? Jim resists attending, but begrudgingly goes with his friends. The animals learn jungle survival skills, like identifying other animals through their sense of smell and recognizing tracks. As the students begin "physical tests," they put their senses to work. Jim is starting to learn that school can be both practical and fun. The creators know how to keep young readers engaged. There's great humor when Jim experiences something new, with his entire body going into a pouting, curled-up, sulking pose. Jim's actions and emotions are on full display through very energetic illustrations that reveal exactly what he's thinking. Pages dedicated to learning new animal terms and a snack-making activity are a bonus. Grumpy Monkey will win over readers with his antics and possibly introduce them to some new animal facts. VERDICT Grumpy Monkey retains his usual humor while slipping in a little new knowledge in this book that may become a favorite reread.-Jessica A. Bushore © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

978-1-250-90139-2 Gabby Torres Is the Best Winner Ever Dominguez, Angela ES sequel (#2) to Gabby Torres Gets a Billion Followers
Kirkus Reviews (12/2/25)
Fourth grader Gabby Torres sets her sights on getting crowned the best at somethingâ��anythingHaving learned valuable lessons about honest communication in the series’ first installment, Gabby’s matured (â��Wise beyond my years, they sayâ��), and she’s eager for more personal growth. When her best friends, Kat and Priya, are recognized for their athletic and writing talents, respectively, Gabby becomes determined to prove herself by winning something. She tries out other people’s interests before deciding to stick with her own favorite hobby, baking. The grocery store is hosting a baking contest, and taking home the $1,000 prize could help her student environmental club, the Sea Musketeers, raise funds to save river otter habitats. But obstacles arise early on, from finding the perfect recipe to budgeting. Once more Gabby emerges as an authentically flawed protagonist; she demonstrates a realistic lack of self-awareness as she often puts herself first despite unwavering support from friends and family. Supporting characters, although important to plot progression, feel ancillary compared with the first book. A mix of prose and comics, this sequel makes use of ample white space and bright colors, keeping the story fresh and upbeat despite Gabby’s setbacks. Gabby and her father are Mexican American; her mother and Kat present white, and the previous book established that Priya is of Indian heritage.A sweetly relatable tale of a youngster doing her best as she continues to find her footing.(Graphic fiction/hybrid. 8-12)

978-0-8479-2516-2 Gabby Torres Knows What You Did Dominguez, Angela ES sequel (#3) to Gabby Torres Gets a Billion Followers
School Library Journal
Gr 2–4— Gabby Torres is a fourth grader with an active imagination who has been reading a lot of mystery novels and thinks she has found a mystery of her own! When a new couple moves in next door, Gabby thinks they are hiding something. She starts to spy on them with her binoculars, writing down all the clues in her notebook in case she needs them as evidence. This third installment in the series by Dominguez is a fun story for kids who enjoy mysteries. It is a hybrid graphic novel and chapter book, and the prose format is told from Gabby's point of view. Color illustrations have speech balloons for dialogue. The drawings are simple, but the characters' expressions and emotions are clear, especially Gabby's. Gabby is mixed race: her dad is Mexican, her mom is white, and her friends and classmates are of different ethnicities. There is some Spanish dialogue that is translated into English throughout. VERDICT This graphic novel will appeal to both mystery and comedy fans and is a recommended purchase for kids graphic novel sections.— Margaret Puentes

979-87-656-0306-2 We Are Dwarf Sperm Whales! Lambelet, Anne ES sequel (#2) in nonfiction series Anne Lambelet's Marine Life Graphic Guides
Kirkus Reviews (10/1/25)
On the way to school, a small whale with a big personality gets the lowdown from Mom on the whole cetacean clanIt’s a good thing school isn’t too close, because Kogi (short for the scientific nameKogia sima) has much to absorb about what makes whales distinctive from other creatures, the differences between toothed and baleen whales, and how the entire family descended not from prehistoric marine reptiles like mosasaurs, but from a cat-size land-dwelling genus calledIndohyus over the past 10 million years. The young enthusiast is thrilled to be a sperm whale, the largest of the toothed sortâ��but bummed when Mom offers a gentle correction. No, Kogi is a dwarf sperm whale, the smallest species of whale in the world. Worse yet, dwarf sperm whales don’t sing, nor do they swim as fast as dolphins. But, she consoles her fretful offspring, they are excellent echolocation hunters and suction feeders. Plus, along with their slightly larger cousins the pygmy sperm whales, they’re the only whales that can actually shoot ink out of their butts like squid to escape predators. â��We’re stealth whales!â�� Kogi crows, high spirits restored. As in her bookI’m a Dumbo Octopus! (2025), Lambelet fills her bright marine scenes with smiling but otherwise recognizably drawn sea life, peppers her work with a winning mix of humor and information, and closes with an actual photo of her effervescent, stubby-looking subject in the wild.A fetching introduction that effortlessly delivers tons of fascinating facts. (glossary, bibliography, further reading)(Graphic nonfiction. 8-11)

978-1-665-94301-7 No More Mr. Mice Guy Lerner, Jarrett ES sequel (#2) to series My Mad Scientist Mom
 979-88-930422-0-7 Blastoff! Readers Raccoons Rathburn, Betsy ES nonfiction publisher's description
 978-1-7282-6781-4 Katie, Big and Strong Cooper, Jennifer ES nonfiction ALA publisher's description

979-8-225-07207-0 10 Shocking Facts About Capybaras Melanie Watt ES

Kirkus Reviews - A capybara is happy to help disseminate capybara facts—except for one really embarrassing one.
“FACT 1: Capybaras are the biggest rodents in the world,” states an omniscient narrator, and a rotund capybara corroborates: “We’re huge!” The facts keep coming and the capybara keeps chiming in, but after the narrator supplies the ninth fact—“Capybaras are herbivores”—the rodent announces, “Enough about that. CAPYBARAS ARE THE CUTEST! And that’s ALL anyone needs to know!” The narrator plows ahead: “FACT 10: Capybaras can help their digestion of tough plants and get essential nutrients by eating their own—” The capybara’s well-placed foot interrupts the text finishing the narrator’s thought, which the rodent completes by shouting, “PIZZA!” The narrator isn’t having it: “FACT 11: Capybaras DO NOT eat pizza.” The capybara doubles down: “FACT 12: Capybaras order PIZZA every day!” The back-and-forth gets increasingly heated until a monkey consults a book that relays the ugly truth about capybara digestion: “CAPYBARAS EAT THEIR OWN….” The big scatological reveal (which, fortunately, remains an idea rather than an image) is, of course, a giggle-maker, but the meta silliness that has preceded it is just as funny. Watt’s thick linework cleanly defines the book’s cartoonish imagery, most centrally the lumpish, ultimately mortified capybara, who can convey more with his eyes than a silent-movie actor.
A hilarious meta take on the sometimes disgusting truth about animal gut health. (Picture book. 4-8)
Review Posted Online: Aug. 17, 2026School Library Journal - PreS-Gr 3–A straightforward book of capybara facts takes a charming turn when the capybara in question refuses to reveal the 10th and final shocking fact. Capybaras can outrun predators, live in groups, and fall asleep in the water; illustrations accompany each fact, with one star capybara providing commentary via speech balloon. The warm, expressive art will be immediately recognizable to fans of Watt’s beloved “Scaredy Squirrel” series. The capybara offers increasingly ridiculous stall tactics, providing bonus “facts” that are obviously untrue, including the claim that capybaras regularly use the phone to order pizza. The humor lands beautifully, and children will find his frantic attempts at distraction hilarious. Watt strikes a masterful balance between silliness and genuine educational content. The sparse text conveys a surprising amount of real information, vetted with research support from the Toronto Zoo, making this accessible to emerging readers while remaining fully engaging for more confident ones. When children finally arrive at that last shocking capybara fact, expect genuine laughter.

979-82-250-4133-5 Millie Fleur's Pumpkin Problem Christy Mandin ES

Kirkus Reviews - A love letter to fall and its delightful, delicious pumpkins.
In Garden Glen, fall turns all the vibrant gardens dull, but it’s Millie Fleur La Fae’s favorite season. After planting a varied pumpkin garden, she stores surplus seeds in her (sentient) shed, but Shed gets up and wanders away on bird feet, not unlike Baba Yaga’s house, spilling pumpkin seeds everywhere. The vines that quickly sprout take over the town and become one of the book’s main visual attractions. Pumpkins of all shapes, sizes, and colors appear, including “gourds white as ghosts” and “pumpkins with curly mustaches.” Finding edible and productive uses for so many pumpkins leads to a party large enough to attract out-of-towners, depicted in a lovely two-page spread set at dusk. The resulting compost from all the pumpkins and vines benefits the next spring’s plants, demonstrating that “every season had something bright to offer.” Millie Fleur is a diligent and purposeful protagonist, if a bit peculiar, who demonstrates the power of proper pumpkin planning but also of pivoting when plans don’t go as expected. The artwork beautifully captures the autumnal setting, with the season first depicted in drab greens and browns before it bursts with color through its golden leaves and bright pumpkins. Millie Fleur appears white, while Garden Glen’s residents have a variety of skin tones.
Sweater weather has found its champion. (Picture book. 4-8)
Review Posted Online: Aug. 17, 2026

VERDICT Playful, educational, and tailor-made for reading aloud, this would be a welcome addition to any elementary school or children’s library collection.
9780735846272 Fancy Dogs Tini Malina ES Non- fiction Reviewed by Kerri Williamson , Aug 21, 2026
978-0063589834 The Toast of the Town Jory John ES RELEASE DATE: Nov. 10, 2026
978-1684496143 The Wild Atlas: Journey to the World's Most Remote Places Seth Foreston ES Non- fiction
978-0063075795 Princess Bulldog: Princess Power Trip Lovi Goyal Yu ES Lola, the princess of Friendship Mountain, isn’t your ordinary princess—she’s a pupasus princess! A royal pup with wings! When the King and Queen leave the pupdom for the day, it's finally Lola's chance to practice being in charge. Lola starts writing rules. Lots and lots of rules. But Lola doesn’t realize that the rules she’s written help only herself until her friends start to get upset. Can Lola make it up to her pals and bring peace back to the pupdom before her parents come home? Or will her royal day turn into a royal disaster?
978-0060256555 Giraffe and a Half Nicola Kent ES Giraffe and a Half has six legs and three ears, which is brilliant for dancing and listening but not so good for making friends. One day, while playing on her own, she meets Bird and a Third, who knows that sometimes it's our insecurities that hold us back the most. This delightful story will encourage children to embrace their differences.

979-8225019624 Cat Loaf Adventures Volume1 Kat Ariyn ES
ALA Booklist (8/1/26)
What do you get when you cross a cat with bread? Cat Loaf, of course! Up for adventure, down for a good time, and bouncing everywhere in between, Cat Loaf and friends learn what it takes to form friendships across a series of escapades. Along with wry Rye Loaf and timid Tabby Loaf, a mere bun of a kitten, ever-optimistic Cat Loaf seeks adventure in a bakery featuring animals that are also dessertsÑmousse mice, cinnamon bunniesÑproviding plenty of opportunities for puns. Originally presented as a webtoon, kat.ariyn's artwork translates nicely to a traditionally paneled graphic novel format with kawaii creatures featured in warm hues that glow on the pages. Parts of the story feature challenging words such as copious, hospitality, negotiation, and commendable, making this best suited for more experienced readers. And since it ends with the introduction of a mysterious looking croissant critter, there's no doubt another volume is forthcoming.

978-0063444515 Medusa's Pet Rock Steph Lau ES
ALA Booklist (9/1/26)
This clever picture book reimagines the Medusa myth through the eyes of a school-age girl whose legendary gaze makes her an outcast among her classmates. Feared as the student who is "really the worst," Medusa struggles to fit in, especially when her accidental petrification powers make even a classroom pet seem impossible. The situation takes a humorous turn when the teacher introduces a pet rock, giving Medusa the perfect companion to care for. She embraces the responsibility with enthusiasm, leading to charming scenes of the pair playing rock-paper-scissors and embarking on everyday adventures. When Lumpy the Rock loses his shine after an accident, Medusa worries she has failed her friend, only to discover that her gaze helps reveal the surprise hidden inside the stone. The story delivers a satisfying message about self-worth and recognizing strengths that may initially seem like flaws. Expressive illustrations enhance the humor and heart throughout. Readers unfamiliar with the original Medusa myth may benefit from the informative author's note, which provides helpful context for this entertaining fractured-myth tale.

978-1419788109 Rowley Jefferson's Awesome Friendly Spooky Stories 2 Jeff Kinney ES next in series

In this second entry in a spin-off of the Diary of a Wimpy Kid series, a boy who transformed into a bug is (mostly) restored to his old self, a severed pinky finishes medical school, and other unusual kids do surprisingly well.

With line-drawn cartoons and casual silliness to crank up the comedy, Kinney again offers a set of tales more likely to cause snickers than screams, despite the array of conventional horror tropes. In the first episode, for instance, Ruben enters a device in his dad’s science lab and, after being turned into a ladybug with a human head, is rescued from spiders by a kindly cockroach who suffers a gruesome fate when his father returns. Elsewhere readers meet the Grim Reaper as a baby who “cried every time he got his skull shampooed,” a zombie named Sylvia who pursues a successful acting career by playing against type, and a lad with a second mouth on his belly who discovers in a middle school locker room that he’s not the only one sporting extra body parts. Except for the ghost who gets sucked into a vacuum cleaner and a football fan who, due to a heavenly administrative error, has to watch his team be terrible for millions of years, the stories tend toward upbeat endings. The characters are all silhouettes or the white of the paper, but names cue some diversity in the human cast.

Terror that’s on the gentler, more positive side. (Short stories. 8-12)
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https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/411106-the-road-from-nowhere?returnSearch=WXBUAlPnqhhXxl13QLHA-A/1&returnProduct=411106
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/416488-the-cow-in-the-dark-at-night?returnSearch=esPUuvQx2g7-lyyI9EBzNA/1&returnProduct=416488
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/416488-the-cow-in-the-dark-at-night?returnSearch=esPUuvQx2g7-lyyI9EBzNA/1&returnProduct=416488
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/414618-serafina-makes-waves
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/414618-serafina-makes-waves
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/caroline-l-perry/i-am-not-grumpy/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/christy-mandin/millie-fleurs-pumpkin-problem/
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/416546-the-skeleton-and-the-cat?returnSearch=Sw_VTuJ1dX1DBdgQDtw-5Q/1&returnProduct=416546
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/416546-the-skeleton-and-the-cat?returnSearch=Sw_VTuJ1dX1DBdgQDtw-5Q/1&returnProduct=416546
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/417803-owl-by-myself?returnSearch=s96V6y7lO0_2-tctSNC_ww/1&returnProduct=417803
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/417803-owl-by-myself?returnSearch=s96V6y7lO0_2-tctSNC_ww/1&returnProduct=417803
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/413909-frabbit-birth-of-a-superhero?returnSearch=7WgMZeW-2XM4j_EPjJwB7g/1&returnProduct=413909
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/396731-raccoons?returnSearch=4TQSNEy_qD-vHDbjnsf0XA/1&returnProduct=396731
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/393280-katie-big-and-strong-the-true-story-of-the-mighty-woman-who-could-lift-anything?returnSearch=Y7yVkYBTivowsvW_5jEpbA/1&returnProduct=393280
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/393280-katie-big-and-strong-the-true-story-of-the-mighty-woman-who-could-lift-anything?returnSearch=Y7yVkYBTivowsvW_5jEpbA/1&returnProduct=393280


ISBN Title Author ES/MS/HS Notes (if needed) Review #1 Review #2
978-1913484750 Guiness World Records 2026 Craig Glenday ES next in series Non- fiction
978-1339015385 Braided Roots Pasha Westbrook ES In Westbrook's (Chickasaw and Choctaw Freedmen) lyrical picture-book debut, an Indigenous father braids his young daughter's long hair and speaks of their family history. While gently and painstakingly pulling strands taut with fingers "gnarled like the roots of a tree," Father explains how their hair connects them to their culture. Resonant images are woven throughout the girl's poetic first-person narration: "My braid is a DNA chain / linking me / back, back, back." Flowing lines and dreamlike scenes in Goodnight's (Chickasaw Nation) oil, colored pencil, and digital illustrations warmly capture the enduring presence and strength of ancestors. Walking by a river, the child's reflection in the water is of a foremother as a little girl. Touching her long, smooth, strong plaits, the child proudly states her hair is "unbreakable. / Like rope, / attaching me / to my family." An author's note shares personal experiences and a tribute to her ancestors who walked the Trail of Tears from Mississippi to Oklahoma. An empowering picture book about ties that bind.In rhythmic text that’s rooted in family history and nature, Chickasaw and Choctaw Freedmen descendant Westbrook begins with an everyday ritual: “Father braids my hair, just like his./ He says more strands are stronger than one/ when pulled together tight.” Proceeding pages detail the duo’s family story, referencing photos of ancestors wearing braids (“a DNA chain/ linking me/ back, back, back... to the ones who walked” from Mississippi to Oklahoma). Goodnight’s digitally finished oil and pencil illustrations effectively juxtapose scenes of the past and the present in a work that conveys how “our hair is our history” and how the father’s braid conveys “love in every twist,” conferring a deep strength that “might just change the world.” Creators’ notes conclude. Ages 4–8. (Nov.)
978-1339005546 Becoming Boba Joanna Ho ES Through the metaphor of milk tea, Ho offers readers a glimpse into what some first-generation Americans might experience, told through an adorable and colorful cast of boba beverages. In Milk Tea Town, everyone is the same from their similar shades of brown to their quality ingredients and milk tea flavor. It is a town where tradition is highly valued and nothing changes. When Mindy comes along, she isn't like the others. Instead of a shade of brown, she is pink-, green-, and white-striped. As there are other young milk teas just like her who also do not look like milk teas of tradition, the grown-ups in town are worried that their town will be ruined. Mindy decides to learn how to be more milk tea. In doing so, she and her friends show the town that there's a lot more to milk tea than any of them could have imagined. Some readers will be introduced to milk tea for the first time, while others will enjoy reading a book about their favorite treat. Many children in immigrant families may relate to Mindy's struggles of not feeling like she's enough, and the desire to feel closer to their cultures while also trying to embrace the aspects of themselves that make them individuals. Though these messages may seem heavy and complicated, the use of milk tea and eye-catching illustrations makes the story easy to understand for a picture book audience while also leaving room for deeper conversations as they grow. VERDICT This wonderful picture book about topics of culture, familiar foods, and acceptance is a grand addition for picture book collections.—Myiesha SpeightBoba tea Mindy, who's pink, white, and green, stands out against the other brown teas in Milk Tea Town. The grownups fear that Mindy and her colorful friends represent the end of classic milk tea, but the kids teach the adults that their town has always been a place of changing flavors and ingredients. The message about celebrating diversity is cleverly packaged, complete with tea puns; the charming mixed-media art shows off the beverages' rainbow colors. A history of pearl milk tea is appended.

13 978-1546159582 L.O.L G.O.A.T Laughs Out Loud Kate & Jol Temple ES next in series

The creators of G.O.A.T. Greatest of All Time (2024) return to wring humor out of yet another initialism.
Reading a copy of G.O.A.T., Goat exclaims, “L.O.L.!” Literal-minded Duck objects: Goat isn’t actually laughing, much less out loud. Duck proposes many other interpretations: L.O.L. could mean “Lizards on Logs,” “Lobsters Overheating Lasagna,” “Lemurs Ordering Lattes,” “Lambs Opening Locks,” “Lucky Orangutan Lamp,” and a half dozen other examples—each more strained than the last and none of them the slightest bit likely to elicit a chuckle, much less an audible laugh from either Goat or readers. Finally, having squashed every bit of Goat’s joy, Duck spontaneously bids farewell to the unamused Goat: “Later, Old Lad.” For whatever reason (relief that Duck is finally giving up?), this makes Goat bust a belly laugh—and unfortunately inspires a few Last Outrageous Lines: “Look Out, Lunkheads!” “Leap Out Left!” Challenger gallantly makes the best of this situation, with more colorful, wacky, goggle-eyed animals striking exaggerated poses, but scenes of Goat gagging over an unappetizing bowl of seeds (“Lumpy Old Lentils”) or a big cat reclining on a throne and eating grapes (“Lion of Luxury”) are unlikely to tickle most kids’ funny bones.
Lamentably Overdone Laughs. (Picture book. 4-8)

1-546-16620-3 Nothing Ever Happens Heidi McKinnon ES Deep in the ocean, two fish—one small and orange, the other a larger yellow pufferfish—are bored with their monotonous lives. “Same old rock.” “Same old shell.” “Same old seaweed.” “Same old starfish.” The orange fish wishes that “something AMAZING” would happen. Suddenly, the startled pufferfish senses something and inflates while its blithely unaware companion prattles on, longing for “someone who would take us on an adventure.” Sharply focused illustrations greatly enhance the action and provide plenty of clues. Young readers will notice everything these creatures do not. These pals have been swimming in front of what appears to be a large rock—a rock with eyes and a huge toothy maw. Wait a minute…rocks don’t have teeth! Little ones will likely try to warn the fish, but to no avail—it’s time for a truly amazing adventure to ensue. Both characters display distinct personalities in their movements, their expressive round eyes, and in their reactions. McKinnon’s comedic timing is spot-on, and she brings her story to a giggle-inducing conclusion: Once the friends are finally safe again, they’re content with their previous state of being—but still eager for more exploits.Delightfully engaging and pure fun. (Picture book. 3-7)

978-1419782701 Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Fight or Flight Jeff Kinney ES
next in series, release date: Oct. 20, 
2026

9781546174370 The Baby-Sitters Club: Super Special Raina Telgemeier and Gale GalliganES next in series
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978-1-54617-526-1 Float Volume 1 Marchant, Kate MS Student Request
Kirkus Reviews (June 1, 2025)
In this series opener, 17-year-old Alaskan Waverly Lyons goes to spend two months in the small coastal town of Holden, Florida, with her aunt Rachel. At first, Waverly has difficulty adapting to her new environment, but she begins to befriend some of the locals, finds a job, and meets her aloof neighbor, Blake Hamilton, a lifeguard with his own yet-to-be-revealed issues. Marchant excels in capturing themes of self-discovery and budding romantic tension between the two white-presenting leads. Waverly’s journey of growth feels natural and relatable, with internal monologue appearing in rectangular text bubbles and accompanying the dialogue and external action. Joaquin’s artwork enhances the storytelling through its warm and inviting color palette, which utilizes both soft pastels and vibrant tropical tones to create an immersive atmosphere. Blurring simulates motion and movement. While the plot follows familiar genre tropes, the small-town setting enhances the charm and brings echoes of simpler times to this contemporary tale. The character designs are expressive, capturing subtle emotions effectively through body language, while the scenic backgrounds bring the coastal setting to life. The paneling is well-paced, ensuring smooth transitions between comedic, romantic, and emotional moments. This graphic novel, originally released on WEBTOON, was based on Marchant’s Wattpad novel of the same name, and the story has also been made into a film. Engaging characters and appealing, nostalgic artwork make for a satisfying read.

School Library Journal (June 1, 2025)
Gr 7 Up-Not quite enemies-to-lovers and not quite friends-to-lovers, but somewhere in between. Based on Marchant's novel of the same name, readers follow Waverly Lyons as she navigates a completely different world when she is forced to leave her Alaska home to stay with her aunt in Florida for the summer. Florida is the polar opposite of her normal day-to-day, and it seems like all the local kids care about is the beach, partying, and drama. Like a riptide, Waverly is pulled into the local drama of her cute neighbor, Blake, who she may have a crush on; her new coworker and friend, Lena; Lena's twin brother; and Blake's ex-girlfriend. But Waverly harbors another secret that seems to make her a social pariah: she doesn't know how to swim, and only Blake is aware. Though Waverly wishes he would take a special interest in her and hopes that is why he is offering to teach her to swim, his only reason seems to be that, as a lifeguard, it's his duty. Or is it? The illustrations, like the story, are flowy and fun. Full-color artwork bursts off the pages with summery hues. A perfect pick for fans of Victoria Grace Elliot's Please Be My Star and Andi Porretta's Ready or Not. VERDICT A charming story with a rom-com vibe, this graphic novel is an enjoyable, lighthearted, and summery read.-Cat Miserendino © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

978-1-54617-526-1 Float Volume 2 Marchant, Kate MS Student Request
Kirkus Reviews (July 1, 2026)
Waverly Lyons, a teenager from Fairbanks, Alaska, is spending the summer with her Aunt Rachel, an artist, in Holden, Florida, and it’s a time of growth and self-discovery. The second collection of this graphic novel, which was originally published on WEBTOON, opens with Chapter 6, picking up immediately where the first volume ended. In Volume 1, Waverly learned how to swim. Here, that metaphor is expanded. She learns to surf, forcing herself to confront fears both in and out of the water. The romantic tension between Waverly and Blake Hamilton, the two white-appearing leads, develops naturally. Blake’s aloofness gains much-needed emotional context as readers learn more about the trauma in his past. Joaquin occasionally inserts panels with chibi-style figures that express the characters’ inner thoughts and anxieties, which add humor, charm, and emotional honesty. These illustrations, combined with Waverly’s running internal monologue, give the characters more depth and authenticity. Warm summer palettes of ocean blues and sandy yellows enhance the mood. Whether the teens are surfing, spending time on a friend’s family yacht, or navigating emotional misunderstandings, the artwork conveys a nostalgic atmosphere. As Waverly’s return to Fairbanks looms, tensions arise in her relationships in Holden. With college applications and her 18th birthday approaching, the story leans heavily into themes of family, belonging, and finding your people. The conclusion is satisfying while still leaving room for future adventures. A light summer romance that addresses overcoming fears, connecting with others, and emotional healing

978-0-316-48101-4 The Grandest Game Barnes, Jennifer Lynn MS Student Request
Publishers Weekly (May 13, 2024)
Sequestered contestants vie for millions in this fiendishly clever thriller, the first in a spinoff series from Barnes’s Inheritance Games saga. After a sprawling inaugural event, the second annual Grandest Game-a "mind-twisting" competition run by Tobias Hawthorne’s four grandsons and Avery Grambs, the teen who inherited the eccentric billionaire’s fortune-promises to be a more intimate affair. While cloistered on a private island, eight individuals must race against the clock-and one another-to solve increasingly elaborate puzzles. Contenders include 18-year-old Gigi, who wants to outdo her accomplished twin; 19-year-old Lyra, who needs money for college; 19-year-old Rohan, who requires cash to take over an exclusive, influential gambling club; and Hawthorne grandson Grayson, who was tricked into participating. Many players have secrets. Some have diabolical intent. All will do whatever it takes to win. Barnes’s kaleidoscopic third-person narrative rapidly cycles between Gigi, Lyra, and Rohan, amplifying tension and creating drive. Familiarity with the previous books will lend resonance to certain plot and character developments, but baffling brainteasers, flagrant flirtation, and witty repartee earn the sustained interest of readers old and new. The cast is ethnically diverse. Ages 12-up. Agent: Elizabeth Harding, Curtis Brown. (July) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

Kirkus Reviews starred (November 15, 2024)
Like the crack of a starter pistol, this thrilling series opener set in the world of the Inheritance Games thrusts competitors into the Grandest Game, an unpredictable, cutthroat, and life-changing contest. Avery Grambs, heir to Tobias Hawthorne’s fortune, and the Hawthorne brothers, Tobias’ grandsons, invite seven challengers to gather on a remote private island to compete in the second annual contest—this time with $26 million at stake. Gigi, Lyra, Rohan, Brady, Knox, Savannah, and Odette, each of whom is determined to win at all costs, travel to Hawthorne Island. Naturally, the money is a draw, but the players also have personal motivations. This year’s competition has a surprise twist: The players will be divided into teams and forced to work with their rivals in order to progress. With the deadline only about 12 hours away, the clock is ticking. Each player’s secrets are revealed and their relationships are tested as they race to solve the puzzles and escape the mansion before dawn. In this entry, Barnes recalls the magic of her original series, extending the excitement with inventive plot twists, compelling romantic tension, and fresh mysteries. Snappy, clever dialogue and memorable, well-drawn characters strengthen the work. The author also explores weighty social, economic, and mental health issues, imbuing the games with gravitas. Most protagonists present white; Brady is cued Black, Odette reads Latine, and brown-skinned Rohan’s name signals South Asian heritage. A fast-paced, high-stakes page-turner that’s sure to please new and returning fans alike.

978-0-316-48131-1 Glorious Rivals (Grandest Game Book 2) Barnes, Jennifer Lynn MS Student Request
Kirkus Reviews (November 15, 2025)
Romantic and familial bonds are strained as the next phase of the Grandest Game commences with Grayson, Lyra, Savannah, Rohan, and Brady competing for the win. Picking up directly from the events of the last book, this sequel to The Grandest Game (2024) hits the ground running. As the competitors race to the finish line, newfound allies and dueling loyalties are tested, especially as the final five weigh the possibilities of their budding connections against their own complex motivations, which include power, money, settling scores, uncovering the truth about the past, and protecting loved ones. Complicating the competition are unknown outside forces—people with ulterior motives who continue to try to influence the outcome. Under the watchful eyes of their hosts, the Hawthorne brothers, and the heiress Avery Grambs, the contestants navigate an increasingly dangerous and high-stakes game that’s powered by machinations beyond their understanding or control. Despite a dark throughline of family secrets, grief, and revenge, the story is brought to life through alternating points of view and lightened by Barnes’ signature humor and witticisms. Readers will love working out the next puzzle alongside the characters as each action-packed chapter provides new clues, red herrings, and a tangled web of mysteries and motivations. The first book coded most main characters as white, and cued Rohan as South Asian and Brady as Black. An absorbing sequel that revives the thrills of its predecessor while hooking readers for the next entry

978-0-316-59308-3 The Gilded Blade (Grandest Game, Book 3) Barnes, Jennifer Lynn MS Student Request

978-1-53219-618-8 Nicki Minaj : pop rap icon (Hip-Hop Artists (Essential Library)Murray, Laura K MS Students Requested Music Nonfiction Books
Booklist (July 2022 (Vol. 118, No. 21))
Grades 6-10. The eye-catching, attention-grabbing biographies in the Hip-Hop Artists series (6 new titles) pack in lots of information. Each book begins with a career-defining event and brief coverage of early influences before switching to detailed career recaps: dates when songs dropped, sales, awards, collaborations, media appearances, feuds, fans, public personas, and critical reception. In Nicki Minaj, readers learn that Minaj fought her way to the top by constantly evolving and surprising fans and critics alike, fearlessly broadcasting her opinions and taking up social causes. Full-page, color photos appear throughout each volume along with numerous sidebars that offer interesting background information. Back matter includes a time line, glossary, recommended resources, chapter notes, and fast facts. Current through 2021, these quick reads will spice up biography collections.

School Library Journal (April 1, 2022)
Gr 7-10-The lives and careers of several popular hip-hop artists are chronicled in these detailed accounts. Readers learn how the subjects' interests in rap and hip-hop developed at an early age and how each was able to launch careers through digital media and connections in the music industry. The texts do not shy from the difficult aspects of the artists' lives, such as the poverty that Eminem and The Weeknd endured, the child abuse suffered by Nicki Minaj, and the drug problems all four male rappers encountered. However, the narratives are positive and highlight the music and subsequent awards and achievements of these talented stars; for example, eight Billboard hits in a single year by a female is a record held by Minaj. Criticisms and reviews of the artists' works are included, such as how Kid Cudi can express his emotions with his music. Fans will find the personal aspects related to be of interest: H.E.R. heads a foundation to make musical instruments available to young women, and Lil Uzi Vert had a diamond imbedded in his forehead. Colorful photographs of these stars in action are interspersed throughout each volume, and these will be a draw for hip-hop enthusiasts. However, the very detailed narratives make for tedious reads and will only appeal to the most ardent information-seeking fan. VERDICT Where there is a demand for biographies on hip-hop artists, these volumes will suffice. Selectors should consider the need. © Copyright 2022. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

978-1-53211-328-4 Future : rap rising star (Hip-Hop Artists (Essential Library) Higgins, Melissa MS Students Requested Music Nonfiction Books
School Library Journal (April 1, 2018)
Gr 7 Up-Up-to-date, detailed accounts of hip-hop music's most famous artists offer insight into their lives and music before and after they rose to superstardom. The books are lengthy and sometimes provide so many career details that none of their subjects' accomplishments stand out as significant. However, true fans will savor the minutiae along with the time lines, sidebars, and photos. The text also manages to provide facts without moralizing. (The only mention of parental objection comes from Kanye West's parents, who were "not always thrilled with rap and hip hop music" because some lyrics "were insulting to women and African Americans.") The authors dedicate much of their attention to the charitable contributions made by these industry titans. VERDICT Informative and balanced coverage of popular figures for middle and high school students. © Copyright 2018. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

978-1-53219-619-5 The Weeknd : R&B megastar (Hip-Hop Artists (Essential Library)Nicks, Erin MS Students Requested Music Nonfiction Books
Booklist (July 2022 (Vol. 118, No. 21))
Grades 6-10. The eye-catching, attention-grabbing biographies in the Hip-Hop Artists series (6 new titles) pack in lots of information. Each book begins with a career-defining event and brief coverage of early influences before switching to detailed career recaps: dates when songs dropped, sales, awards, collaborations, media appearances, feuds, fans, public personas, and critical reception. The Weeknd begins with Abel Tesfaye’s triumphant half-time show during Super Bowl LV and reveals that his carefully guarded air of mystery is due to early trepidations about being an immigrant and high-school dropout. Full-page, color photos appear throughout each volume along with numerous sidebars that offer interesting background information. Back matter includes a time line, glossary, recommended resources, chapter notes, and fast facts. Current through 2021, these quick reads will spice up biography collections.

School Library Journal (April 1, 2022)
Gr 7-10-The lives and careers of several popular hip-hop artists are chronicled in these detailed accounts. Readers learn how the subjects' interests in rap and hip-hop developed at an early age and how each was able to launch careers through digital media and connections in the music industry. The texts do not shy from the difficult aspects of the artists' lives, such as the poverty that Eminem and The Weeknd endured, the child abuse suffered by Nicki Minaj, and the drug problems all four male rappers encountered. However, the narratives are positive and highlight the music and subsequent awards and achievements of these talented stars; for example, eight Billboard hits in a single year by a female is a record held by Minaj. Criticisms and reviews of the artists' works are included, such as how Kid Cudi can express his emotions with his music. Fans will find the personal aspects related to be of interest: H.E.R. heads a foundation to make musical instruments available to young women, and Lil Uzi Vert had a diamond imbedded in his forehead. Colorful photographs of these stars in action are interspersed throughout each volume, and these will be a draw for hip-hop enthusiasts. However, the very detailed narratives make for tedious reads and will only appeal to the most ardent information-seeking fan. VERDICT Where there is a demand for biographies on hip-hop artists, these volumes will suffice. Selectors should consider the need. © Copyright 2022. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

978-1-53219-617-1 Lil Uzi Vert : emo rap pioneer (Hip-Hop Artists (Essential Library)Henzel, Cynthia Kennedy MS Students Requested Music Nonfiction Books
Booklist (July 2022 (Vol. 118, No. 21))
Grades 6-10. The eye-catching, attention-grabbing biographies in the Hip-Hop Artists series (6 new titles) pack in lots of information. Each book begins with a career-defining event and brief coverage of early influences before switching to detailed career recaps: dates when songs dropped, sales, awards, collaborations, media appearances, feuds, fans, public personas, and critical reception. Lil Uzi Vert discusses how this rapper first went viral via the streaming platform Sound Cloud and is now known for his exuberant stage performances, charisma, and forward fashion. Full-page, color photos appear throughout each volume along with numerous sidebars that offer interesting background information. Back matter includes a time line, glossary, recommended resources, chapter notes, and fast facts. Current through 2021, these quick reads will spice up biography collections.

School Library Journal (April 1, 2022)
Gr 7-10-The lives and careers of several popular hip-hop artists are chronicled in these detailed accounts. Readers learn how the subjects' interests in rap and hip-hop developed at an early age and how each was able to launch careers through digital media and connections in the music industry. The texts do not shy from the difficult aspects of the artists' lives, such as the poverty that Eminem and The Weeknd endured, the child abuse suffered by Nicki Minaj, and the drug problems all four male rappers encountered. However, the narratives are positive and highlight the music and subsequent awards and achievements of these talented stars; for example, eight Billboard hits in a single year by a female is a record held by Minaj. Criticisms and reviews of the artists' works are included, such as how Kid Cudi can express his emotions with his music. Fans will find the personal aspects related to be of interest: H.E.R. heads a foundation to make musical instruments available to young women, and Lil Uzi Vert had a diamond imbedded in his forehead. Colorful photographs of these stars in action are interspersed throughout each volume, and these will be a draw for hip-hop enthusiasts. However, the very detailed narratives make for tedious reads and will only appeal to the most ardent information-seeking fan. VERDICT Where there is a demand for biographies on hip-hop artists, these volumes will suffice. Selectors should consider the need. © Copyright 2022. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

978-1-68021-795-7 Ariana Grande, Camila Cabello : two extraordinary people. (Connected Lives)Saddleback Educational Publishing, 2020MS Non-fiction
School Library Journal (April 1, 2020)
Gr 7 Up-The similarities and differences in the lives of popular music artists are explored in this new biographical series. The early lives and musical careers of different musicians, typically of a similar age and genre, are examined. Grittier details of artists' backstories, such as exposure to gang violence and mental health issues, are addressed, though personal details outside of familial relationships are avoided. Each title works in earnest to show the intersections between each pair, punctuated by page layouts full of photographs that compare an aspect of the artists' lives back-to-back. While on the longer side for hi-lo books, the text offers a single paragraph per page written at a third grade reading level. Time lines, Venn diagrams, and infographics help bring each musician's career to life, though there is a noticeable lack of text features beyond a table of contents. VERDICT Jam-packed with information, these titles provide a fascinating look at the music industry for middle and high school music fans. © Copyright 2020. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

979-89-03-23042-6 Post Malone/Jelly Roll (Connected Lives) Schlesinger, Emily MS Newly Published Nonfiction Mentions Grades 6 and Up
979-89-03-23044-0 Olivia Rodrigo/Gracie Abrams (Connected Lives) Schlesinger, Emily MS Newly Published Nonfiction Mentions Grades 6 and Up

979-82-250-6651-2 The Luckies: Rumor Has It Sarah Mlynowski, Christina SoontornvatMS Upcoming on SLJ Hi-Lo List Review by School Library Journal Posted on7/31/26-Gr 5 Up-Members of a newly blended family learn about one another and themselves in this new series. Leela and Mia Luxenberg live in Brooklyn with their mother, Sadie. Alex, Annie, and Aidan Laksanadee have moved around with their father, Josh. Sadie and Josh come together at a book signing and begin a whirlwind romance resulting in an engagement, leaving them to determine where to live. Having just inherited a large country house in Lost Bluff, TN, from her estranged grandmother, Sadie and Josh decide to blend their families there. Although the move requires adjustment from all, it is most challenging for sophomores Leela, who wants to go back to New York, and Annie, who just wants a place to belong. After Annie agrees to help plan the school fundraiser, the girls learn there is much about Sadie's history in Lost Bluff they do not know. Full-color illustrations introduce each family member at the beginning, and black-and-white illustrations are scattered throughout the text. VERDICT This engaging story of forced family and self-discovery will speak to students who have experienced the blending of families or a life-altering move, making it an accessible and strong purchase for middle grade collections.-Misty Schattleα(c) Copyright 2026. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
Booklist (October 1, 2026 (Vol. 123, No. 3))
Grades 4-7. Leela and Annie’s parents are engaged and merging their families, Brady Bunch-style. Leela’s deceased grandparents also recently passed down their mansion in the middle of nowhere, which means both families must uproot their lives to start over in a new town. Annie is excited, especially at the prospect of scouting her first boyfriend, but Leela will do anything to get her mom to change her mind, cancel the wedding, and move them back to Brooklyn. While the story is told through the eyes of the 15-year-old girls, the plotline is suitable for much younger readers who enjoy older protagonists. Peppered with illustrations (full-color and grayscale), gossipy text-message chains, and good writing, it is a fun and approachable read. There are plenty of unanswered questions that will compel readers to check out future installments to this new series. A great pick for those transitioning away from Scholastic’s popular graphic novels and into prose, this accessible novel is part of the new NEXT line of books, designed to entice reluctant readers.

979-82-250-4541-8 Rival High: Avery's Story Candace Buford MS Upcoming on SLJ Hi-Lo List
Gr 5 Up—The first installment in a new series opens with several pages of full-color artwork that introduces readers to its cast and setting before launching into chapter one. Avery, a dark-skinned teen with curly hair, is already running late for her first day of high school when a bicycle collision with a charming upperclassman leaves her flustered and sets the tone for a chaotic start. As Avery navigates a new school, new friendships, and the possibility of romance, she also crafts a version of herself that is more aspirational than real. When flooding forces her new school to share space with her old one, Avery unexpectedly reunites with her former best friend, Reagan, who quickly uncovers the truth behind her exaggerated stories. Together, the pair embark on a mission to turn those fabrications into reality. Featuring short chapters and grayscale illustrations throughout, the story balances humor, friendship, and self-discovery. Though set in high school, its tone and pacing will resonate most with middle school readers. VERDICT A lighthearted, relatable coming-of-age story with broad appeal for fans of friendship dramas and graphic novel-adjacent fiction.—Kirsten Caldwell
Review by School Library Journal Posted on7/9/26

Publishers Weekly (July 20, 2026)
A small lie snowballs into a social media-fueled identity crisis in this ebullient series opener from Buford (Good as Gold) and Green (The Dinosaur and the Bird). Fourteen-year-old Avery Jones is disappointed to be attending Walker High instead of rival school Sherman High, where her best friend Reagan is going. Eager to fit in with her new classmates-including athletic Corinne and popular influencer Madison-Avery embellishes details about her life, cultivating a glamorous online persona and claiming to own a Vespa. When flooding forces the schools to share a campus, and Reagan arrives, Avery’s carefully constructed facade begins to unravel. Determined to salvage both her reputation and their friendship, the besties scheme to transform Avery’s fabrications into reality, and meet unexpected success. But as Avery and Madison grow closer, a public misunderstanding creates a new wrinkle in Avery and Reagan’s friendship, forcing them to reconsider their perceptions about each other. Empathetic and affable first-person narration details the pressures of online validation. Nuanced interpersonal dynamics lend emotional credibility to the high-drama premise, and expressive b&w illustrations interspersed with rapid-fire text exchanges keep the pages turning. It’s a relatable look at authenticity and self-image in the digital age. Ages 9-12.

978-1-66898-061-3
Air traffic controller (21st Century Skills Library: Future-
Ready Careers-Jobs AI Can't Do) Reeves, Diane Lindsey MS Brand new as of August 2026 Part of a Series would love to purchase all 8: Series: 21st century skills library. Future-ready careers: jobs AI can't do

978-1-66898-062-0
Carpenter (21st Century Skills Library: Future-Ready 
Careers-Jobs AI Can't Do) Reeves, Diane Lindsey MS Part of Series New August 2026

978-1-66898-063-7
Dental hygienist (21st Century Skills Library: Future-
Ready Careers-Jobs AI Can't Do) Reeves, Diane Lindsey MS Part of Series New August 2026

978-1-66898-064-4
Elevator mechanic (21st Century Skills Library: Future-
Ready Careers-Jobs AI Can't Do) Reeves, Diane Lindsey MS Part of Series New August 2026

978-1-66898-065-1
HVAC technician (21st Century Skills Library: Future-
Ready Careers-Jobs AI Can't Do) Reeves, Diane Lindsey MS Part of Series New August 2026

978-1-66898-066-8
Medical assistant (21st Century Skills Library: Future-
Ready Careers-Jobs AI Can't Do) Reeves, Diane Lindsey MS Part of Series New August 2026

978-1-66898-067-5
Renewable energy technician (21st Century Skills 
Library: Future-Ready Careers-Jobs AI Can't Do) Reeves, Diane Lindsey MS Part of Series New August 2026

978-1-66898-068-2
Welder (21st Century Skills Library: Future-Ready 
Careers-Jobs AI Can't Do) Reeves, Diane Lindsey MS Part of Series New August 2026

978-1-64609-204-8
My clueless first friend. 1 (My Clueless First Friend, Book 
1) Kawamura, Taku MS Student Requested Series (Want to purchase full set of 10)School Library Journal Xpress (December 15, 2023) Gr 6 Up-Nishimura has the misfortune of being referred to as "the grim reaper" by everyone in her class due to her intense stare and gloomy vibe. But when new kid Takada catches wind of this, he not only abstains from picking on Nishimura, but instead thinks the aura she possesses is super cool! Rather than making her feel bad, Takada wants to get closer to Nishimura in order to soak up some of her "gothic" qualities and become better acquainted as friends. By and large, this slice of life story is very sweet. Takada is a gentle (albeit a little "out to lunch") character, who seems to genuinely care for the oft-heckled Nishimura, and wants her to feel better about herself. While one can rightfully debate as to whether or not Takada playing into the "grim reaper" persona that's been (let's face it) forcibly assigned to Nishimura is the best way to put an end to the obvious bullying that's going on, it's clear he means well. In the book's defense, Nishimura does eventually feel gratitude for Takada's silly interjections. Art is lighthearted and playful, fitting the overall tone of the narrative. The book's chapter lengths vary. Some are a handful of pages where the gag is quick; others are a more standard length for manga, where more sincere character development is able to take place. VERDICT While it's sometimes frustrating to see Nishimura's tormentors not truly put in their place, My Clueless First Friend does feature some very cute, likable characters that are earnestly trying to do their best to spread more kindness around.-Joe Pascullo © Copyright 2023. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.School Library Journal Xpress, 12/15/23

978-1-42159-110-0
Kuroko's basketball. 11 & 12 (Kuroko's Basketball, Book 
6) Fujimaki, Tadatoshi MS Student Requested Series (Books 1-5 already approved)next in series

978-1-42159-111-7
Kuroko's basketball. 13 & 14 (Kuroko's Basketball, Book 
7) Fujimaki, Tadatoshi MS Student Requested Series (Books 1-5 already approved)next in series

978-1-42159-112-4
Kuroko's basketball. 15 & 16 (Kuroko's Basketball, Book 
8) Fujimaki, Tadatoshi MS Student Requested Series (Books 1-5 already approved)next in series

978-1-42159-113-1
Kuroko's basketball. 17 & 18 (Kuroko's Basketball, Book 
9) Fujimaki, Tadatoshi MS Student Requested Series (Books 1-5 already approved)next in series

978-1-42159-518-4
Kuroko's basketball. 19 & 20 (Kuroko's Basketball, Book 
10) Fujimaki, Tadatoshi MS Student Requested Series (Books 1-5 already approved)next in series

978-1-42159-519-1
Kuroko's basketball. 21 & 22 (Kuroko's Basketball, Book 
11) Fujimaki, Tadatoshi MS Student Requested Series (Books 1-5 already approved)next in series
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978-1-42159-612-9
Kuroko's basketball. 23 & 24 (Kuroko's Basketball, Book 
12) Fujimaki, Tadatoshi MS Student Requested Series (Books 1-5 already approved)next in series

978-1-42159-613-6
Kuroko's basketball. 25 & 26 (Kuroko's Basketball, Book 
13) Fujimaki, Tadatoshi MS Student Requested Series (Books 1-5 already approved)next in series

978-1-42159-614-3
Kuroko's basketball. 27 & 28 (Kuroko's Basketball, Book 
14) Fujimaki, Tadatoshi MS Student Requested Series (Books 1-5 already approved)next in series

978-1-42159-615-0
Kuroko's basketball. 29 & 30 (Kuroko's Basketball, Book 
15) Fujimaki, Tadatoshi MS Student Requested Series (Books 1-5 already approved)next in series

978-1-54614-099-3 Hikaru in the light! 1 Matsuda, Mai MS Student Requested Series Grades 3-7. This bright, fresh manga perfect for younger readers follows one girl’s journey to idol stardom. Singing every day in her family’s bathhouse, Hikaru is sure the only fans she’ll ever have are the old people who frequent the business. But when a music producer announces a new idol group concept, Hikaru’s friend Ran challenges her to try out, too. Soon, Hikaru is giving her all in an effort to achieve her dreams of becoming an idol as the two girls engage in healthy competition to join this new group. Readers who are not quite ready for Tsurumaikada’s Medalist will appreciate this energetic series opener, which engages in similar themes of striving to achieve one’s dreams while remaining authentic to one’s roots. With a dynamic balance of humor and heartfelt determination, this manga is vibrant with bubbly character illustrations and a diverse group of characters vying for the idol spotlight. Social bathing is a common cultural practice in Japan, and scenes in the bathhouse feature only implied nudity suiting the context. While the final artwork was not seen, this manga, unlike most others, will be in full color. The gentle story, noticeably lacking violence, focuses on friendship and self-determination, which is sure to appeal to younger readers looking for stories with heart, especially elementary schoolers who dream of pop stardom.A Japanese teen auditions for a highly competitive musical group. Hikaru, 14, sings while cleaning her family’s bathhouse—the high walls’ acoustics are perfect, and the elderly audience members are an encouraging bunch, even if they keep requesting American oldies. But she wonders if there’s more to life; for the past few years, her good friend Ran has been performing in a highly produced pop band. Ran shows up one night, declaring that she quit the group and that she wants to audition for a new ensemble being formed by a world-famous producer—and she hopes Hikaru will join her. Hikaru agrees, and the two dive straight into the rigorous competition together. Hikaru’s central struggle proves her greatest gift; she’s an amateur who performs with a mop instead of a mike, but she sings with her whole heart, captivating both the judges and her fellow contestants. Meanwhile, Ran wants to reinvent herself and prove she’s more than just a pretty face. This manga, originally published in Japan, focuses on the competition’s stages and personalities; the closest U.S. analogue is musical competition shows like The Voice, though this story has more grit than gloss. Full-color illustrations capture, with equal charm, Tokyo street scenes and idols sparkling onstage. Hikaru’s hyperexpressive face conveys a broad range of emotions, making her big eyes look even bigger; she’s a comedic, sympathetic central character. Potential pop stars sparkle in this intense series starter. (Graphic fiction. 9-15)
978-1-54614-102-0 Hikaru in the light! 2 Matsuda, Mai MS Student Requested Series Rivalries heat up as a Japanese amateur singer strives to master her skills quickly. Hikaru and Ran have made it past auditions and are officially in the running for a fresh, performance-focused idol group. They find themselves among 40 girls who have two days to prove their singing and dancing skills before half the group is eliminated. Hikaru, who’s never danced professionally, watches closely as the other girls audition and uses her observations of both their talents and deficiencies to inform her own performance. Meanwhile, Ran is trying to figure out how to distinguish herself after failing to stand out in her previous idol group. After an intense elimination, the 20 remaining girls are grouped into teams, with amateurs working alongside veteran performers to prove their ability to take critique, improve their talents, and save themselves from elimination. This second entry in the manga series, originally published in Japan, focuses heavily on the philosophical underpinnings of creative performance, highlighting talent, tension, and the drive to excel. Other competitors are introduced and given more distinct personalities, including Kaede, a former backup dancer for another idol group, and Hikaru’s bold, encouraging roommate, Amina. Older mentors for the group provide voices of wisdom and encourage Hikaru to reflect on what really makes her performances shine. Hikaru’s roommate and vocal coach both have brown skin. The thrill of competition takes the spotlight in this intense series installment. (Graphic fiction. 9-15)
978-1-54614-105-1 Hikaru in the light! 3 Matsuda, Mai MS Student Requested Series A seasoned performer attempts to find her footing as a team leader. The first installments of this manga series saw bright-eyed Hikaru and stoic Ran competing to join a new pop-star group, and things are getting increasingly challenging as eliminations begin. In this third volume, Hikaru, an amateur singer who cut her chops singing in her grandparents’ Tokyo bathhouse, and Ran, her older friend who has already spent years performing with a popular Japanese girl group, have been assigned to teams of five and are set to be judged on song and dance performances they’ve prepared themselves. This book focuses primarily on Ran’s internal struggle; her teammates choose her as group leader based on her professional experience. Though she’s an industry veteran, she’s always been in the background, and she struggles to speak up, take charge, and articulate what’s needed to bring out the best in her fellow contestants. Searching her heart to determine why she still seeks stardom, Ran, a talented but somewhat stymied performer, remembers that it makes her truly happy to bring her audience joy. Like the previous entries, this tale emphasizes intense self-reflection and the complex alchemy that creates a skillful musical performance. Ran’s highly focused mood gives the story a somewhat more sober tone and look than the earlier volumes and will bring readers closer to the series superstar cast. Sincere soul-searching set before a sparkling backdrop. (Graphic fiction. 9-15)
978-1-54614-108-2 Hikaru in the light! 4 Matsuda, Mai MS Student Requested Series

ISBN: 1-620-10784-8; ISBN 13: 978-1-
620-10784-3 Jonna and the Unpossible Monsters Samnee, Chris MS

Publishers Weekly (7/26/21)
Inspired by their three daughters, the married team of Eisner Award-winning cartoonist Chris Samnee (Black Widow) and debut author Laura Samnee creates a lush fantasy brimming with gigantic prehistoric-like monsters, underscored by a resilient sisterly bond. Rainbow, a purple-haired, light brown-skinned girl in a pink hat and overalls, has been searching for her adopted younger sister, Jonna, a shorter peach-skinned girl with a cloud of salmon-colored hair and superhuman physical abilities, for a year, after a devastating monster attack destroyed their home. Finally reuniting by chance, the sisters set out to find their father, encountering a camp of monster fighters and survivors also looking for loved ones along the way. When a new monster stumbles onto their cave, however, Jonna shows her skills, and a slick-looking peach-skinned person named Saro offers camaraderie. While exposition is lacking, sparse dialogue allows Chris-s illustrations to shine, with scenic spreads in vibrant colors and clean paneling that emphasizes fluid, dynamic art. This immersive, fast-paced adventure focuses on building the siblings- world, resulting in a spare but propulsive series opener. Back matter includes a note from the creators as well as activity pages. Ages 9-12. (Aug.)

ALA Booklist (6/1/21)
Meet Jonna, a wild, high-flying girl who packs one heck of a punch. She was separated from her father and sister, Rainbow, after their home was attacked by one of the giant monsters inhabiting the planet where they live. After endlessly searching for Jonna at every settlement camp she could find, Rainbow finally finds a lead and drops everything for a chance of being reunited with her sister. The Samnees have created a thrilling, colorful setting for their readers, rich with mysterious world building and enticing questions ere did the monsters come from? Why are they attacking the planet? Most of the threads are left tantalizingly unanswered, hopefully to be explored in future installments. The playful full-color artwork nicely blends the fantasy setting, particularly the backgrounds dense with detail, with cinematic, clearly drawn action scenes. Imaginative and engaging, this fantasy series opener should find an easy audience among a wide range of middle-grade fans of the genre. Pair with Natalie Riess and Sara Goetter's Dungeon Critters (2020) for another adventure with bigger secrets at play.

ISBN: Publisher: 1-9747403-5-8 Perma-
Bound: 0-8479-0937-9
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-9747403-5-2 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-0937-7

Demon Slayer: Kimetsu Academy 1: Don't Be Late to 
Kimetsu Academy! Gotouge, Koyoharu MS

Student request for spin-off series 
of Demon Slayer

ISBN: Publisher: 1-9747434-0-3 Perma-
Bound: 0-8479-0939-5
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-9747434-0-7 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-0939-1

Demon Slayer: Kimetsu Academy 2: The Kimetsu 
Academy Night Tour Gotouge, Koyoharu MS

Student request for spin-off series 
of Demon Slayer

ISBN: Publisher: 1-9747462-5-9 Perma-
Bound: 0-8479-0940-9
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-9747462-5-5 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-0940-7

Demon Slayer: Kimetsu Academy 3: The Missing 
Butterfly Ornament Gotouge, Koyoharu MS

Student request for spin-off series 
of Demon Slayer

ISBN: Publisher: 1-250-74973-5 Perma-
Bound: 0-8000-8532-9
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-250-74973-4 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8000-8532-2 Monster Locker Aguirre, Jorge MS Student request for dystopian graphic novels

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (10/7/24)
A locker in a middle school basement leads to world-ending troubleSixth grade isn’t looking too good for friendless Pablo Ortiz, who still has no cell phone. Prepping for his sister’s quinceaÃ±era is no fun, either. â��New year, new school,same crap.â�� Then Pablo pries open his locker to discover that Obie the Evil, a blobby, tadpolelike monster, resides inside. Obie wants Pablo’s help in unleashing â��the world’s mostloathsome monsters,â�� who will conquer and enslave all humans. After Pablo (who’d prefer to fly under the radar) refuses repeated requests, the persistent Obie tricks him into opening a portal to the realm of monsters, summoning Coatlicue. The vindictive Aztec Earth goddess releases frightening creatures in her wake that first attack Pablo’s school and then head out into Columbus, Ohio, transforming captured people into animals. Joined by his newfound friends and guided by his feisty, wise abuela, Pablo must step up to become an unexpected hero who saves the day in an unanticipated way. Centered on an amusing premise, this tale of ancient monsters and one very irate goddess serves up heaps of goofy humor thanks to its reluctant, pint-size Latine hero, comically antagonistic baddies, and frequent breaking of the fourth wall. A rich cast of culturally diverse characters, seamlessly inserted social commentary, and bustling, snappy artwork contribute greatly to a briskly paced adventure that teases a sequel.A simply smashing monster bash. (visual Nahuatl glossary, character sketches)(Graphic adventure. 10-14)

School Library Journal Starred Review
From 09/01/2024 Copyright 2024 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 4–8— Mesoamerican goddesses and monsters rampage through a middle school when a boy's locker doubles as a portal to another world in this new middle grade series. Pablo Ortiz is a sixth grader who is afraid of ghost stories, which causes him to look silly at his sister's quincea&1;era celebration, and in front of his former friend-turned-bully. But when he accidentally summons an Aztec goddess bent on destruction to the halls of Glenfield Middle School, he has to face his fears and save the world. Luckily, he has two friends by his side: new kid Takashi Rosenberg and field hockey outcast Maggie Murphy, who find themselves dragged into Pablo's crisis. He also has his abuela, who has more experience with monsters than one may think. Filled with Mesoamerican cultural references and history, Aguirre and Mart&7;nez blend history and fantasy into an exciting story with a message on being good stewards to our planet. Back matter includes a pronunciation guide for the mythical creatures featured in the story. VERDICT With laugh-out-loud humor, rich cultural details, and eye-catching illustration, this series opener will have readers clamoring for the next installment. An essential first purchase.— Rosemary Kiladitis

ISBN: 0-7603-9032-0
ISBN 13: 978-0-7603-9032-0 Orisha, Volume 1: With Great Power Umar, Huzayfa and Saturday AMMS

ALA Booklist
Aboki often finds himself the target of bullying and ostracization because of the strange birthmarks on his face, and he ends up in the wilderness outside the village, alone. On one such occasion, he stumbles across a mysterious glowing object: a celestial seed belonging to a powerful Orisha. It fuses with Aboki, and he's plunged into a cosmic power struggle between Orisha, voodoo beasts, and humans, complicated by prophecies and murderers vying for the power now resting in him. This is an action-packed story that balances world building with fight scenes and brings in a fresh perspective with its inspiration from African mythology. There are times when certain phrases become too repetitive, but readers will most likely forgive that in light of Aboki's lovability and altruism, as well as the overall pace and interest of the storyline. Umar's illustrations alternate between sketches and fine details, comical facial expressions and serious hero poses. This variety for different situations heightens the reading experience. Fans of Saint Seiya or InuYasha may also enjoy the mythology elements and adventuring aspects of this series.

School Library Journal Starred Review
From 12/12/2026 Copyright 2026 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 7 Up —Due to unique birthmarks, Aboki is often singled out by people in his village. During a game in the forest, where he is once again playing as the monster instead of the hero, Aboki stumbles across an Orisha seed that magically bonds with him. A nearby spirit informs him that he is now the new celestial Orisha and that the powers he has inherited will draw beasts to him, right before a monster erupts into the clearing. Aboki needs to learn how to control and wield his new powers quickly to protect himself and others, but with other Orisha skeptical of him, it'll be an uphill battle to find someone willing to train him. Not everyone is as they seem; without full control of his abilities, will Aboki be able to hold on to his positivity and survive? Nigerian-born creator Umar has expertly crafted a fantasy world enriched with West African mythos. His black-and-white sketchy illustration style is excellent at conveying movement, and the art is explosive during battle sequences. VERDICT This blend of West African folklore and manga storytelling is highly recommended.— Lisa Rowland

ISBN: Publisher: 1-546-14255-X Perma-
Bound: 0-8000-7994-9
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-546-14255-3 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8000-7994-9 Mecha-Ude: Mechanical Arms 1 Koyoka, Yoshino MS Dyslexia student(s) request for more anime/manga as a high interest format with picture support

School Library Journal
From 03/01/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 3–7— Middle school student Hikaru's world is turned upside down when a mysterious mechanical arm fuses with his hoodie. It turns out that the arm has a name, Alma, and it is a sentient being that has zero recollection of what or who it is. There is little time to figure out those details as it becomes increasingly clear that Alma is potentially highly valuable and is being sought by dangerous organizations, including the Kagami Group. While manga is often the inspiration for anime, in Mecha-Ude 's case, the anime came first, which is apparent in how the story is told and the amount of action on each page. It's also in color instead of traditional black-and-white. Both the color and the lines are bright, dynamic, and exciting. Younger readers new to manga might enjoy the action sequences, though the plot is somewhat hard to follow. Subsequent volumes will likely help to explain and develop characters and backstory. VERDICT This mecha book is a good choice for those seeking action-based stories or anyone looking for an entry to manga.— Sarah Maciejewski

ISBN: Publisher: 1-546-14258-4 Perma-
Bound: 0-8000-7995-7
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-546-14258-4 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8000-7995-6 Mecha-Ude: Mechanical Arms 2 Koyoka, Yoshino MS Sequel
ISBN: Publisher: 1-546-14261-4 Perma-
Bound: 0-8479-0297-8
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-546-14261-4 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-0297-2 Mecha-Ude: Mechanical Arms 3 Koyoka, Yoshino MS Sequel
ISBN: Publisher: 1-546-14264-9 Perma-
Bound: 0-8479-1209-4
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-546-14264-5 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-1209-4 Mecha-Ude: Mechanical Arms 4 Koyoka, Yoshino MS Sequel
ISBN: 0-8075-0562-5
ISBN 13: 978-0-8075-0562-5 Bats Beneath the Bridge Nolan, Janet MS

Kirkus Reviews
Texans learn to love the bats that roost under the Congress Avenue Bridge.When a bridge in Austin was renovated in the 1980s, the crevices beneath it became the perfect home for Mexican free-tailed bats, which moved in by the hundreds of thousands. Their human neighbors didn’t welcome themâ��until a bat biologist, Dr. Merlin Tuttle, explained how beneficial the bats were to the environment; they ate insect pests, which meant farmers didn’t have to rely so heavily on pesticides. Now locals and tourists alike come to watch the bats fly out from their daytime roosts under the bridge each evening. Nolan smoothly tells this story for a young audience, weaving in information about bat behaviors such as echolocation. Her straightforward narrative is set on colorful full-bleed spreads of mixed-media illustrations. The enthusiastic bat watchers pictured are a diverse group, and the bats are engaging; many have kittenlike faces. The text seems long for a read-aloud, but the pictures will show well, and the subject will be of interest to the intended audience, who may not have encountered bats in their own lives but will probably have formed some opinions about them. The backmatter adds some bat facts, but for readers who want more, Gail Gibbons’ updated Bats (2019) will fit the bill.Appropriately celebrates an urban natural wonder. (foreword by Dr. Merlin Tuttle, history of the Congress Avenue Bridge bats, bat facts, glossary) (Informational picture book. 4-8)Texas Topaz Nonfiction Reading List

ISBN: 1-682-63604-6
ISBN 13: 978-1-682-63604-6

The Blue Jays That Grew a Forest Street, Lynn MS
School Library Journal
From 07/25/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. K-Gr 2 —This nature-themed picture book walks readers through the symbiotic relationship between oak trees and blue jays. Narrated in poetic verse and accompanied by colored pencil illustration, the book allows readers to journey alongside these intelligent birds from one summer to the next. There is much work to be done to prepare for winter, tasks that benefit different ecosystems across the countryside. Blue jays do the important work of transporting acorns through flight. They inevitably drop some acorns which sprout into seedlings later. Over an extended time, the birds expand their own habitats while broadening the homes of other plants and animals. Street and Hunter have created a title that is educational and visually stunning. Elegant language, particularly the occasional use of shape poetry, supplements the serene narrative. Included in the endnotes are additional facts about blue jays in relation to oak trees. VERDICT A recommended purchase anywhere nature lovers and animal fanatics abound.—Alison Schwartz

ALA Booklist (6/1/25)
A mighty oak tree stands tall, sheltering animals and offering shade. It needs to spread its acorns to encourage other seedlings to germinate, and it gets assistance from an unexpected source: the busy blue jays! The jays rely on the acorns for food, and they'll gather and store them by the thousands for winter snacking. They'll hide them in the ground and under leaves, stashing them away from other hungry critters. Winter sees them gobble up their secret snacks, but even the cleverest blue jay forgets a few, and new oak trees soon sprout from the abandoned acorns, eventually forming a flourishing forest. This beautiful book cleverly covers a full year of the amazing arrangement, with attractive colored-pencil illustrations displaying each season in splendid detail. Close-ups of sprouting seeds are treated with the same care as aerial views of ever-expanding forests, and excellent and extensive back matter further fleshes out the information imparted by the lyrical text. An outstanding observation of a remarkable reciprocal relationship in the natural world.
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ISBN: 0-8234-5103-8
ISBN 13: 978-0-8234-5103-6 His Fairytale Life: A Book About Hans Christian Andersen Yolen, Jane MS

Starred Review ALA Booklist (2/1/25)
Starred Review The son of a shoemaker and a washerwoman, Hans Christian Andersen grew up in poverty. Though illiterate, his mother, a great storyteller of traditional fairy tales, was an inspiration to him. In his teens, Andersen moved to Copenhagen, where he learned to read in a class for preschoolers. He tried to make a living as a singer and a playwright before writing the stories, sometimes based upon traditional tales, that brought him fame, fortune, and a large, appreciative audience. In her new book, Yolen, who also wrote The Perfect Wizard: Hans Christian Andersen (2004), describes Andersen as longing for love but often lonely, though after his death, he was "mourned by all the world." In this picture-book biography, the art often captures the grace and emotional resonance of traditional fairy tale illustrations. Working with graphite, ink, and watercolor, Boynton-Hughes makes good use of soft blues, grays, and greens, balanced with subdued shades of tawny colors and creamy whites. Sometimes intense but often idyllic, the scenes of Andersen living his secluded life and his stories' heroes leading their adventurous ones are similar in their sense of drama and suffering. This beautiful picture book serves as a poetic tribute from one imaginative writer to another.

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews
One luminary of children’s literature pens a picture-book biography about another.
Once called “the Hans Christian Andersen of American children’s literature” by Newsweek magazine, Yolen honors that great Danish author of literary fairy tales. Contemporary readers may know only a handful of Andersen’s hundreds of stories—those about “an Ugly Duckling, the Snow Queen, a mermaid who loved a prince, a princess who could feel a pea under twenty mattresses”—but Yolen pays tribute to his legacy, which has unquestionably influenced her own career. As she references those enduring tales in the context of his greater body of work, Yolen sensitively recounts how Andersen’s story—“more like a fairy tale than a life”—was marked by hardship, ambition, creativity, and longing. The beauty of her writing astounds, perhaps especially at the breathtaking line that he “lived the single long sentence of his life till its end,” the double meaning of the word sentence searing in its poignancy. Throughout, Boynton-Hughes’ illustrations rise to meet Yolen’s achievement, with myriad references to Andersen’s stories embedded like easter eggs for readers to find in her detailed but never cluttered spreads. She especially excels at delineating real and imaginary vistas as she depicts Andersen’s life, his stories, and his memories and imaginings through layered, inviting compositions.

A treasure. (more about Andersen, further reading) (Picture-book biography. 4-8)
ISBN: 1-525-31294-4
ISBN 13: 978-1-525-31294-6 I'm Longer Than You!: An Epic Contest of Measurement Fisher, Carolyn MS

Kirkus Reviews
With a free lunch on the line, Supersaurus and Blue Whale submit to being measured by Inchworm to see who’s longerUnsurprisingly, complications ensue. No sooner does Inchworm finish laboriously spanning Supersaurus than the time comes for the invertebrate to go off and change into a moth. Centipede arrives to measure Blue Whale, but the newcomer delivers a result in metric units rather than Inchworm’s customary ones. So how to tell who’s the longer monster? Enter Dragonfly, standing in for the author to propose a solution: You can change inches to centimeters WITH MATH! Going for maximum volume in both the dialogue and the exuberantly drawn art, Fisher concocts a rollicking lesson in using units of measure. Having led the clueless leviathans through the simple calculations to reconcile the results (cleverly beginning with figures that allow the answer to come out in whole numbers), Fisher leaves the giants behind to squabble over whether their pizza should be topped with ferns or krill. The author goes on to introduce each member of the cast by name and, of course, length and to expand on the metric and customary systems while introducing some outliers like the zeptosecondae and barleycorn. Fun beyond measure.(Informational picture book. 6-8)Texas Topaz Nonfiction Reading List

ISBN: Publisher: 0-593-37778-8 Perma-
Bound: 0-8000-9068-3
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-0-593-37778-9 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8000-9068-5 Narwhal: Unicorn of the Arctic Fleming, Candace MS

Starred Review ALA Booklist (7/8/24)
Starred Review Fleming adds to her oeuvre of picture books introducing distinctive animals with this lyrical paean to the world's smallest whale. Using a second person present tense perspective, she encourages readers to imagine that they are narwhals: jousting with their tusk ("thick as a lamppost, / taller than a man, / . . . green with algae and alive with sea lice"); searching for leads (cracks of open water that enable these Arctic mammals to breathe); avoiding hungry orcas, walruses, and sea lions; and diving, sometimes a mile deep, in search of food ("You flip upside down to feed, / suck the fish into your toothless mouth, / swallow it whole."). So'Oteh's bold digital art makes good use of light and dark, portraying textures and details so vividly they almost resemble photographs. Most spreads flow horizontally, except for one double-gatefold (depicting a deep dive for food) that requires a 90-degree turn. Dark blues and greens predominate in the underwater scenes with a wider palette employed above the surface. Appended with an informative author's note that acknowledges the importance of Inuit knowledge and contributions to current narwhal research, as well as suggested reading, this will be popular with animal lovers everywhere rticularly those convinced these unicorns are imaginary.

Horn Book (7/8/24)
From Copyright The Horn Book, Inc. © Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Readers are immediately immersed in the life of a narwhal as the unseen narrator invites them into the narrative: "You are a narwhal -- / shy, / swift, / small (for a whale)." Thus begins a glimpse into the seasonal behaviors of these distinctive animals. It is winter, and the narwhal jousts with another male, swims in the leads (nicely defined in both text and illustrations), and dives deep for food. A striking and informative vertical gatefold depicts the near-mile-long fishing expedition, while the text explains that at those depths narwhals use echolocation to find food. As summer approaches, the narwhals migrate as a pod, following the same path they and their ancestors have used before. The shallow summer waters hold dangers such as hungry orcas, but this pod outsmarts them. As the days grow shorter, indicating it's time to leave, a blizzard temporarily traps the pod under the ice. As in similar books (most recently Polar Bear, rev. 11/22), Fleming does not overdramatize these challenges but presents them as a natural part of survival. So'oteh's digital illustrations detail the majestic settings both on the surface and at great depths, while emphasizing the grace of these mammals. Particularly enlightening back matter expands on the text, offering, for example, more detail on jousting, narwhals' deep dives, and questions surrounding how they will adapt to climate change. Fleming provides a glimpse into the research process, ranging from adapting new advances in technology to partnerships with Indigenous peoples. A bibliography completes this fine book.

ISBN: Publisher: 1-7972-2820-X Perma-
Bound: 0-8479-1383-X
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-7972-2820-4 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-1383-1 This Is My Brain!: A Book on Neurodiversity Gravel, Elise MS

ALA Booklist (9/1/24)
Though all brains look "like big, jellyish, squishy wads of chewing gum," each one is unique d with a friendly "Hey!" from an anthropomorphic brain, we're off to learn more! With her trademark conversational text and minimalist cartoons of colorful, monster-like beings, Gravel explains the basics of how brains work and celebrates their differences. Giggle-worthy speech bubbles (familiar to fans of Gravel's Disgusting Critters series) demonstrate that brains direct us not only to "run!" and "count to 3," but also to "say hi to Grandma!" and "fart!" Though no diagnoses are named, readers may recognize themselves and others in the characters who use wheelchairs, learn at different speeds, are "very sad these days," or find that "loud music makes [them] feel AWFUL!" Kid-friendly text explains the challenge and importance of respecting all kinds of brains, and describes how to care for our physical brains (eat right, sleep) as well as their less tangible aspects (talk about your feelings). Readers just becoming aware of and curious about their (and others') brains will embrace this approachable, upbeat introduction.

Publishers Weekly (9/23/24)
Gravel’s signature creature-filled cartoons celebrate brains’ beautiful diversity. With googly eyes, skinny arms and legs, and a cheerful-appearing disposition, the “big, jellyish, squishy” brain that stars fills panels with speech-bubble commentary as narration lauds the subject’s “superpowers!” Simple text emphasizes that “every brain works DIFFERENTLY,” and multicolored monsters describe varied styles of learning (via tactile methods, alone, with others, and more) and perceiving the world. Cheery coloring and bright round characters, depicted with varying abilities, impart a reassuring message of open-mindedness and compassion toward others and self. While the book never directly explores neurodiversity as a term, its emphasis on acceptance and experience (“It’s a bit like our brains are wearing different colored glasses”) hints at the paradigm. Ages 8–12. (Oct.)

ISBN: 1-536-23236-X
ISBN 13: 978-1-536-23236-3

The Crane and the Keeper: How an Endangered Crane 
Chose a Human as Her Mate Pincus, Meeg MS

School Library Journal Starred Review
From 12/13/2024 Copyright 2024 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 2–4 —Pincus's nonfiction picture book displays the importance of the animal-human connection. Walnut, the dancing White-naped crane, had been in and out of zoos her entire life. At 24 years of age, hope had been all but lost at the prospect of her accepting a mate and hatching any chicks. As a hatchling in Wisconsin, Walnut had imprinted on humans and therefore wanted nothing to do with other cranes; she identified as a human. This was a big problem, given that White-naped cranes were dwindling in the wild. Upon Walnut's arrival at the Smithsonian National Zoo, her keeper, Chris Crowe, developed a bond with her over two years. Over the duration of 11 years, Walnut laid seven eggs that successfully hatched. Readers' hearts will soar at the bond between Walnut and Crowe. Pictures depict Walnut at various stages of life and warmly demonstrate what patience and love can accomplish; these digitally rendered illustrations mimic watercolor. Well-paced and thoughtfully written, this book is certain to captivate readers across a broad age range. Additional material in the back contains further information about Walnut and cranes, as well as a Q&;A with Crowe. VERDICT This outstanding book with great information is endearing as well, demonstrating the power of perseverance, love, and commitment. A first purchase wherever children flock.—Tracy Cronce

Horn Book (4/1/25)
From Copyright The Horn Book, Inc. © Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. This nonfiction picture book tells the intriguing story of Walnut, a white-naped crane who imprinted on a human when she first hatched in 1981. Over the next two decades, she is subsequently sent to, and removed from, multiple zoos due to aggressive behavior. At the age of twenty-four, she enters a specialized breeding program for endangered cranes under the care of the Smithsonian's National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute (NZCBI), where she forms a close relationship with crane keeper Chris Crowe. Pincus skillfully weaves information about animal behavior and themes of trust and companionship into a story that highlights how patience and understanding can lead to extraordinary connections. The text is informative and accessible, detailing Walnut's journey while emphasizing the importance of conservation and explaining the critical role of breeding programs in preserving wildlife. O'Mara's digital illustrations, using soft colors that beautifully capture the realistic expressions of the crane, effectively convey the bond between bird and human. Back matter includes a glossary, a bibliography and resources, an interview with Crowe, and further information about NZCBI.

ISBN: 1-536-22947-4
ISBN 13: 978-1-536-22947-9

The Five Sides of Marjorie Rice: How to Discover a 
Shape Alznauer, Amy MS

Starred Review ALA Booklist (1/1/25)
Starred Review A bright child in the 1930s, Marjorie loved nature and looked for patterns in the natural world. By her fifth year, she had taught herself to read, and when she started school, she was placed in second grade. As she grew up, she became fascinated by geometric shapes with three, four, or six straight sides. Groups of these identical polygons could fit together to create a repeating pattern (tessellation) on a floor, a wall, or a piece of paper. But only a few five-sided shapes could be combined to create such patterns. Twentieth-century mathematicians struggled to discover more, with limited success. Meanwhile, Marjorie grew up, married, and raised five children. In her spare time, she, too, searched for five-sided figures that tessellate, and she succeeded several times. Her discoveries brought attention to Rice as an amateur researcher making significant contributions to geometry. Writing with a storyteller's flair, Alznauer captures her audience's attention with colorful phrases and interesting facts. The back matter, which advises kids on how to create polygons and tessellations, is lively and engaging as well. Bron's expressive digital illustrations depict Rice at different ages, while helping readers understand the geometric challenges that fascinated her. A memorable picture-book biography featuring a notable amateur mathematician.

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews
The story of an amateur mathematician who joined professional ones in a long quest to solve a geometric puzzleA brainy, hands-on child who saw patterns all around her, Marjorie Rice (nee Jeuck, 1923-2017) grew up fascinated by both geometry and art. As an adult, she read one of her son’s science magazines and learned that while all three- and four-sided geometric figures could be tessellated (or tiled together) endlessly without gaps, the same could be said of only a scant handful of pentagons. Notwithstanding her lack of formal training, Marjorie attempted to find other pentagons and succeeded, by inventing a systematic method that the author describes in detail. Alznauer wisely suggests that, worthy as her discovery was, even more laudable was the fact that she was motivated not by profit or prestige but, like all true â��amateurs,â�� by love for the challenge and the beauty of the results. Bron reflects the latter in illustrations that incorporate most (or perhaps all) of the 15 possible tessellating pentagons into floors and backgrounds, into floral displays painted by Rice herself, and into views of her animated, slightly disheveled figure busily engaged in the daily business of running a household while thinking, envisioning, and sketching out ideas. Alznauer’s cogent, absorbing text captures Marjorie’s excitement and offers easily understood explanations of the math involved.Inspiration and validation for amateurs of all sorts, beautifully presented. (author’s note, bibliography, more information on shapes)(Picture-book biography. 7-9)

ISBN: Publisher: 1-547-60802-1 Perma-
Bound: 0-8479-2163-8
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-547-60802-7 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-2163-8

The Friendship Train: A True Story of Helping and 
Healing After World War II Levy, Debbie MS

Starred Review ALA Booklist (5/1/25)
Starred Review Best-selling author Levy explores another remarkable moment in history with this picture-book account of the Friendship Train. With tact and care, Levy describes the devastating food shortages Europeans faced in the aftermath of WWII. Evocative images, such as a map of Italy and France covered with the faces of sad and hungry children, segue to the American effort to help European children, spearheaded by journalist Drew Pearson. Orchestrating a large-scale food drive, Pearson arranged for a "Friendship Train" to travel across the U.S. collecting donations for the people of Europe. Levy movingly describes the generosity of Americans and how children rallied behind the cause, drumming up contributions and requesting Halloween "treats' of nuts and dried fruits and flour and macaroni for the hungry people across the sea." Eventually, the train grew to more than 500 boxcars. The story continues in France with André Picard, who wanted to show gratitude by collecting gifts for the American children who had been so generous. Kulikov's delicate art, created with pencil, black tea, and acrylic gouache, imparts an antique, old-world aesthetic that invites readers to immerse themselves in the story. A note with more context about the war and Drew Pearson concludes with an extensive bibliography. An uplifting, warm reminder about international generosity and solidarity welcome and important message in our current international climate.

School Library Journal Starred Review
From 03/01/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 1–4— What could one person do to help people in need? Levy answers that question: one person can do a lot. This book tells the story of Drew Pearson, a writer in Washington, D.C., who comes up with an idea to send food to war-torn France and Italy just after World War II. His idea catches on even better than he could have imagined, and when it's time to set sail for Europe, it takes four ships to move all the goods. The people of France and Italy were very grateful and sent back their thanks, including gifts for every state. This is an inspiring story of what a single person can do to make a difference. The warmly colored artwork is a perfect match for the text, offering period details to help readers understand the feat that Pearson undertook and accomplished. Educators and families will enjoy this story of hope and persistence; in a time of political peril, the book will more than inspire children to act. VERDICT This is a first purchase for any library's nonfiction collection.— Debbie Tanner

ISBN: 1-536-24070-2
ISBN 13: 978-1-536-24070-2

The House on the Canal: The Story of the House That 
Hid Anne Frank Harding, Thomas MS

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (5/1/25)
The house at 263 Prinsengrachtâ��where Anne Frank and her family went into hiding during World War IIâ��has witnessed centuries of historyMarshlands gave way as the city of Amsterdam expanded and a canal was built. The titular house was constructed nearly 400 years ago, â��with strong brick walls, sturdy pine floors, and a green front door.â�� Some found a haven there in dangerous times; others found joy and laughter. The building’s fortune waxed and waned through neglect, fire, and restoration. It housed a series of workspaces and even a horse barn. Then, in the worst of times, a man rented the house for his business. When Amsterdam was no longer safe for Jewish people, the man, his family, and four others took refuge there, remaining silent and still and depending on trusted friends for supplies. The man’s younger daughter wrote a diary, chronicling her days and dreaming of a golden future that was not to be. When the man returned alone, a friend gave him the diary; he shared it with the world. Not naming the people and places in the narrative itself (though an opening note and detailed backmatter offer more information), Harding employs highly descriptive sensory language, heightening the emotions. Readers will emerge simultaneously awed by the passage of time and personally affected by the stories told. Teckentrup overlays her bright, exquisitely detailed sepia-toned depictions of the house and its environs with a misty haze; the results are hauntingly beautiful.Deeply moving, powerful, and breathtaking.(Informational picture book. 7-10)

Starred Review for Publishers Weekly (10/7/24)
Today, the tall narrow house on an Amsterdam canal is known worldwide as both a museum honoring the life of Anne Frank (1929–1945) and the Frank family’s hiding place. But as previous collaborators Harding and Teckentrup (The House by the Lake) convey, the house is also part of a “remarkable history” that spans four centuries and myriad reasons for seeking shelter. Beginning with the “little piece of marshland” on which the residence would stand, and tracing periods of sitting vacant and housing businesses, the recounting limns four sets of the home’s residents as small inset dates track the years. Making their lives as nearby church bells ring “four times every hour” are a 17th-century haven-seeking mother with 12 children; a well-connected 18th-century merchant; an early 20th-century ironmonger’s family; and, in poignant, haunting pages that form the book’s final section, the eight people who took refuge in its “hiding place” during WWII. The work’s large horizontal format showcases mixed-media images that combine the feel of engravings and old photos with layers of translucent color and texture, creating a sense of incidents being summoned, connected, and pondered via collective memory. Back matter includes further historical detail. Ages 7–10. (Jan.)

ISBN: Publisher: 0-8234-5849-0 Perma-Bound: 0-8479-1386-4
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-0-8234-5849-3 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-1386-2Hurricane Chin, Jason MS

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (6/23/25) Caldecott Medalist Chin braids together three stories: how hurricanes form, how scientists track their potential impact, and how the people of Cape Hatteras, a barrier island off the North Carolina coast, prepare for landfall.

Suspense builds as the three accounts unfold across two weeks, punctuated by daily weather reports. Readers meet meteorologists at the National Hurricane Center in Miami, coastal Carolinians discussing what’s to come, and the Hurricane Hunters, “an elite group of scientists and pilots who fly into hurricanes” to gather information. This robust narrative demonstrates how crucial it is for scientists and communities to work together to keep safe during natural disasters. Chin beautifully illustrates the hurricane’s path as if seen from a weather satellite, capturing the blues and whites of Earth’s roiling oceans. Spreads featuring carefully composed, realistic images of active beachgoers interspersed with those of working scientists sometimes include speech bubbles. Chin expertly folds in information on the tropical cyclone wind scale, forecast models, storm surges, how warm water affects hurricanes, and more, accompanied by diagrams. On one wordless page, Chin captures the eye of the storm—an eerily calm, brightly lit neighborhood filled with downed trees and drenched roads. Always attentive to detail, he sketches a recurring stray cat wandering the town, left to survive the evacuation on its own. Characters are diverse.

Deeply empathetic, brilliantly illustrated, and chock-full of information. (information on hurricane science, map, further reading, selected sources, author’s note) (Informational picture book. 4-8)
ALA Booklist (4/1/25)
In a thorough, thoughtful overview aimed at younger audiences, Chin gives a topic of growing concern as hurricanes increase in number and intensity. Explaining how specialists use satellite data and observations gathered by airborne "Hurricane Hunters" maintained by both the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the U.S. Air Force to predict hurricane sizes and courses, the text describes how the massive storms begin in the Atlantic and how their various parts and stages develop. Taking a narrower focus, Chin also draws on personal visits and interviews to describe d depict in typically precise, detailed illustrations w local residents of North Carolina's often-battered Hatteras Island help one another prepare for a coming hurricane, evacuate safely, and then afterward return to survey the damage and begin the cleanup. "It seems that the worst weather on Earth brings out the best in humanity," he writes, in closing appreciation of that community spirit. In the back matter, he also enlarges on the horrific damage recent hurricanes have wrought and closes with further tribute to the dedication of the meteorological community.

ISBN: 0-06-335183-8
ISBN 13: 978-0-06-335183-7

Lighthouse Ladies: Shining a Spotlight on Hardy 
Heroines Coronado, Kris MS

Starred Review ALA Booklist (5/1/25)
Starred Review This fascinating nonfiction debut upends the idea that only men helmed lighthouses during their heyday by showcasing four of the many women who did this grueling, lifesaving work. The text first gives an overview on the demands of keeping a lighthouse, from cleaning the lamp and trimming wicks to making sure the light burned steadily. But the emphasis is on the perils inherent in lighthouse keeping, shown in stories of four women, spanning from 1869 to 1925, each of whom responded courageously to emergencies. We meet a woman at a lighthouse off Newport, Rhode Island, who, in 1869, rowed out to a capsized ship during a tumultuous storm and rescued drowning sailors; another woman in a San Francisco Bay lighthouse who responded to a broken foghorn during enshrouding fog in 1906 by pounding a hammer on a bell for 20 solid hours; a third woman in a lighthouse off the coast of Virginia who navigated a dangerous ice channel in 1912 to get provisions for the lighthouse she and her husband worked, finding her husband dead on her return; and, finally, a "lighthouse girl" who took over the family's lighthouse in Hawaii after a volcano erupted in 1925. The digital illustrations offer astonishing viewpoints from inside and out, putting readers right in the middle of the action. A wonderful addition to lighthouse lore.

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (5/29/25)
True tales of daring and dedicationCoronado highlights the bravery, fortitude, and persistence exhibited by four female lighthouse keepers. In 1869, Ida Lewis rowed out and rescued two sailors when their boat capsized in Rhode Island’s Newport Harbor. Juliet Nichols sounded a bell for hours to warn of fog in San Francisco Bay in 1906. In 1912, with low temperatures and icy waters cutting her and her husband’s lighthouse off from the mainland, â��Auntâ�� Venus Parker rowed off to Chincoteague, Virginia, in search of supplies. And in 1925, Julia Toomey, a young native Hawaiian, helped keep the light burning at Oahu’s Makapu’u Point after her lighthouse keeper father’s death. The stories of these four intrepid heroes are exciting and well told in lively, smartly paced, and casually rhyming prose. The last few pages meaningfully expand the book’s reach, helping readers connect these exciting stories to their own lives as they face challenges and encouraging them to embrace both the big and the small moments of life. Thorough backmatter offers more context, with a page devoted to Julia Toomey. Dramatic, deep-toned artwork is a perfect match for the text, combining the stylized and the realistic and grabbing readers’ attention with unusual compositions in precisely detailed but sweeping graphic spreads.Inspiring episodes from the lives of four admirable women. (author’s note, selected bibliography, quotation sources, photographs)(Informational picture book. 5-9)

ISBN: 1-7972-2233-3
ISBN 13: 978-1-7972-2233-2

Mariam's Dream: The Story of Mariam Al-Shaar and Her 
Food Truck of Hope Boukarim, Leila MS

Publishers Weekly (1/27/25)
Born in a Beirut refugee camp, Mariam Al-Shaar (b. 1972) “will never be Lebanese./ She is Palestinian but may never go to Palestine./ Mariam is the daughter of refugees—/people who live between worlds.” Though the camp walls “keep her from working,/ from growing, from dreaming,” she nevertheless yearns to “do something, and she knows she can’t do it alone.” When she reaches out to the women of her camp, they express a love of cooking, “flavors from Palestine, Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon.” The result is Soufra, a women-run food business operated within the camp that slowly, facing discriminatory setbacks, expands to a food truck. Though the creators only briefly touch on Al-Shaar’s childhood, Avadikian’s digital images employ bright hues along with textured splashes, swirls, and waves in this work about an individual who dared “to dream of a better tomorrow.” Background characters are portrayed with various skin tones. An author’s note concludes. Ages 5–8. (Apr.)

Kirkus Reviews
The catering company Soufra is born when a Palestinian refugee dreams of a way to empower womenMariam al-Shaar was born in Lebanon, but she isn’t a citizenâ��she is a generational refugee, born to Palestinian parents. She and the others who live in their Beirut camp have little work, little say, and little hope. But Mariam dreams of more. Together with the women of her community, she decides to create a kitchen where people can come to cook meals from their home countries and earn a living. As her business grows, so do Mariam’s ambitions of owning a food truck, but the challenges she faces as a refugee with few rights feel as imposing as the walls that surround her. Unbroken and unintimidated, Mariam fights for two years for the legal right to share the food of Soufra outside her camp. Though Boukarim doesn’t entirely clarify how Mariam succeeds, her account is a stirring one, demonstrating that one person can truly make a difference with the power of perseverance. Avedikian’s digitally created illustrations are colorful and full of movement, capturing the forward momentum of Mariam’s aspirations for a better future for those around her. An author’s note, information about refugees and refugee camps, and a bibliography offer readers the opportunity to learn more, while a beautiful visual food glossary spotlights the featured dishes.Uplifting and highly inspirational.(Informational picture book. 4-8)

ISBN: 1-682-63733-6
ISBN 13: 978-1-682-63733-3 Mighty: The Story of an Oak Tree Ecosystem Cole, Henry MS

Horn Book (4/1/25)
From Copyright The Horn Book, Inc. © Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. The life of an oak tree is beautifully depicted in this engaging informational picture book. It begins with a simple yet profound concept: "A blue jay drops an acorn, and a tree's life begins." The narrative follows the acorn as it grows into a sapling, matures into a towering tree, and becomes a vital part of a forest ecosystem -- providing shelter, food, and resources to birds, insects, and mammals for more than two centuries. It produces acorns, but the text details reasons they don't necessarily grow into new oak trees. It also effectively depicts the effects of changes over time in the tree's environment, and of human development, as the forest gives way to a town. Cole's detailed, fine-lined pen-and-ink illustrations bring depth and life to the natural elements on each spread. With intricate layers, and endless details to pore over (find the camouflaged creatures!), the black-and-white art complements the minimal text, allowing readers to immerse themselves in the beauty of nature. The text strikes a balance between storytelling and information, educating readers about the oak tree's role in its ecosystem. The back matter provides helpful resources, such as steps to create an ecosystem and a diagram of forest habitat layers.

School Library Journal Starred Review
From 01/17/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. PreS-Gr 3 —Cole takes readers on a gentle journey via this beautifully illustrated guide to a mighty oak tree's life. He begins with where this life starts: a blue jay dropping an acorn on the forest floor. Readers follow the tree from acorn to sapling to trunk for over two centuries. As the tree grows taller and stronger, readers see the different animals that live in it over the years and the seasons it survives. Eventually, people create homes around the tree until it becomes a special part of a small town; it is a tree for all. Incredibly detailed illustrations were created using Micron pens on Bristol paper, all in black and white. At the end of the book, Cole includes small glimpses of "How to Build an Ecosystem" and "Forest Habitat Layers." Throughout the text there are larger vocabulary words introduced, making this a title for more advanced readers; it also works for the nature-obsessed child who already has a working knowledge of trees and natural life. VERDICT A storylike text, with tender turns and intricately laced drawings, this is the best of nature writing.—Kerri L. Williams

ISBN: 1-662-68053-8
ISBN 13: 978-1-662-68053-3 Tomatoes on Trial: The Fruit V. Vegetable Showdown Metcalf, Lindsay H. MS

ALA Booklist (6/1/25)
Are tomatoes fruits, or are they vegetables? Chronicling a produce importer's nineteenth-century lawsuit that went all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court d that's now freshly topical since the case hinged on recently imposed tariffs tcalf leverages an amusingly told historical "FOOD FIGHT!" into a model for conducting formal debates of any sort. Inviting readers to analyze the arguments of "Team Fruit" and "Team Vegetable," she draws on multiple original and modern information sources to present evidence supporting both sides of the question. The author admits to falling into the latter camp but, along with a set of general tomato facts, offers in the back matter rival rosters of states and countries as evidence that the controversy is far from settled settleable. Fotheringham catches the tongue-in-cheek tone of the narrative with whimsical portraits of stiffly posed period contestants with bristly facial hair and cutaway views of produce thrown down as examples and counterexamples. Fruitful reading.

School Library Journal
From 04/01/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 1–3— With more puns than a tomato has seeds, this title will have young debaters ready to take on the challenge of "Fruit or Vegetable?" This is the historical tale of John Nix, the "Produce King" of New York City, who in 1886 wanted to import tomatoes to best his competition. Levied with a 10 percent tax that was placed on vegetables, Nix took his case to court to prove that tomatoes are a fruit rather than a vegetable, thereby avoiding the tariff. A mighty argument ensued. Full of evidence and rebuttals, the book exposes readers to the arguments on both sides of the issue and by the end, they might find their opinions have changed. No matter the outcome, readers will have learned a great deal about legal reasoning and how to make a convincing argument. Fotheringham's blotted line and color wash illustrations brim with humor and history, adding to the appeal of this engaging title. By the end, readers will be ripe and ready to make the case for the tomato's classification one way or another, will have learned some interesting facts, and gained a basic understanding of how to build a logical, fact-based argument. VERDICT This is a novel piece of nonfiction that is fully entertaining for older elementary students.— John Scott

ISBN: 1-662-68029-5
ISBN 13: 978-1-662-68029-8

Woody's Words: Woodrow Wilson Rawls and Where the 
Red Fern Grows Rogers, Lisa MS

School Library Journal
From 09/01/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. K-Gr 3— This beautiful picture book biography covers the upbringing of author Woodrow Wilson Rawls and the influences in his life that resulted in the creation of the classic, Where the Red Fern Grows . In stunning verse and illustrations, readers are taken through his childhood with potent glimpses into the man and author he would become. The book extends the story into his adulthood; the inclusion of quotes by Rawls describing different parts of his life offer an intriguing view on how he saw himself and his work. Reagan's illustrations all but steal readers' attention; variously hued watercolors create backgrounds from which the direct action of the story seems to pop off the page. Back matter includes more biographical information. VERDICT Recommended for all biography collections, this book would work beautifully in lockstep with any classroom unit on Where the Red Fern Grows. — Maria GrayboschTexas Topaz Nonfiction Reading List

ISBN: 1-536-23283-1
ISBN 13: 978-1-536-23283-7

Fantastic Flora: The World's Biggest, Baddest, and 
Smelliest Plants Staats, Ann McCallum MS

Kirkus Reviews
Say hello to some peculiar plantsFrom the Venus flytrap to the flying-duck orchid, McCallum Staats uses descriptions of very large, very poisonous, very smelly, and very strange flora as jumping-off points to introduce basic botanical concepts. A profile of the Bolivian water lily, for instance, segues into an explanation of simple vs. compound leaves. An entry on the giant sequoia is accompanied by discussions of dendrochronology (tree aging) and coniferous vs. deciduous trees, while the profile on the sandbox tree leads to an explanation of the differences among thorns, spines, and prickles. These smoothly written, chatty entries cover a great deal of material, such as scientific names and details about related plants. Though the plants come from all over the world, McCallum Staats often mentions more familiar relatives. (The sandbox tree, for example, is related to the poinsettia.) Ingram includes both lush, striking illustrations of the plants as well as diagrams and close-ups of individual elements, such as the reproductive parts of a flower. Most similar books emphasize various botanical concepts; this clever reversal spotlights the extraordinary examples the writer has chosen, conveying plenty of general information while also wowing young readers.An attractive package that will intrigue and enlighten readers. (glossary, source notes, bibliography, index)(Nonfiction. 9-14)

ALA Booklist (3/1/25)
Budding botanophiles won't be the only audience for this widely focused ramble through the plant kingdom, as the author charges up general introductions to flowers, seeds and seed banks, plants in space, and more, including basic plant parts in general, from cellular leaf structures on up, with a dozen extreme, uncommon, or sometimes downright lurid examples. Joining the predatory Venus flytrap and the nose-wrinkling dead horse arum in riveting young readers is the white snakeroot, a widespread herb that flowers prettily while poisoning the milk of cows that graze on it; the equally toxic and attractive (and deadly) nightshade, cousin to the potato and tomato; and the sandbox tree with its violently exploding seedpods. The skunk cabbage may be the most memorable: not only does it emit an eye-watering reek to attract pollinators and have "contractile" roots that protectively pull the underground rhizome further underground, but it also comes up in spring, radiating enough warmth to melt snow. Ingram's graceful, harmoniously hued close-ups of flowers and foliage add notes of visual elegance that broaden the audience appeal even further.

ISBN: 0-8234-6276-5
ISBN 13: 978-0-8234-6276-6 Scat: The Incredible Science of Wildlife Poop Sanchez, Anita MS Texas Topaz Reading List
ISBN: 1-459-83844-0
ISBN 13: 978-1-459-83844-4

The True Story of Vanilla: How Edmond Albius Made 
History Richards, Ann MS

Starred Review ALA Booklist (5/1/25)
Starred Review This moving and bittersweet biography recounts how, in 1841, 12-year-old Edmond Albius, an enslaved houseboy on a sugar plantation on the island of Réunion, discovered how to hand-pollinate vanilla orchid plants. Before that, the plants could only be pollinated by bees in Mexico. His momentous discovery, known as le geste d'Edmond (Edmond's gesture), is still used today and helped the French colony of Réunion become a major worldwide vanilla-producing industry. Because he was uneducated and enslaved, many people didn't believe Albius' accomplishment. Botanist Jean Michel Claude Richard even tried to take the credit himself. Freed at age 19, Albius struggled to make a living, spent time in prison for stealing, and died at 51. Ferréol Bellier-Beaumont, Albius' former enslaver, repeatedly tried to get the island's governor to pay Albius for his discovery, but it never happened. When Albius was 34, he finally received credit for his pollination technique when his contribution appeared in a published article on the history of vanilla. Bright, colorful digital illustrations by Taylor vividly show what island life was like during this time period. The book discusses the reality of slavery and the racial violence and prejudice formerly enslaved individuals experienced. This engaging title includes sidebars and fun facts about vanilla and concludes with a time line, glossary, resources, and index.

School Library Journal
From 04/01/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 3–7— Richards's entry in the "Orca Biography" series centers Edmond Albius, the enslaved Black boy whose botanical discovery revolutionized the vanilla industry to this day. Born in 1829 on a sugar plantation on R&3;union Island, Albius was sent at age five to the small plantation of Ferr&3;ol Bellier-Beaumont, a skilled botanist who taught Albius everything he knew. At this time, the vanilla plant was flowering elsewhere but only bearing fruit in Mexico, pollinated by bees specific to the region. In 1841, 12-year-old Albius used his aptitude, and a bamboo shard, to shock everyone and successfully hand-pollinate the hermaphroditic vanilla plant locally. What follows is a journey of ups and harsh downs as Albius revitalizes the island's agriculture by spreading the knowledge of le geste d'Edmond (Edmond's gesture), but receives no compensation or credit for most of his 51 years of life. This book packs a great deal of information about Albius, and vanilla, into a well-paced tome. Taylor's illustrations are a highlight, bathing the text in warm natural hues that embody lush island flora and the richness of the vanilla plant (though inclusion of primary source images, such as Albius's daguerreotype, would've benefitted the text). Recurring "In the Pod" text boxes provide bulleted facts about how vanilla is grown and used; additional boxes provide context for topics including bee pollination, plant science, slavery legislation, and the business of vanilla farming. Though it doesn't follow U.S. terminology conventions when it comes to describing enslaved persons, the book is clear in reinforcing the inhumanity of slavery, and that Albius was deprived due recognition because he was enslaved. Back matter includes a timeline, glossary, resources list, and index. VERDICT A thoughtful and attractively illustrated STEM-centric biography of an underrepresented figure in Black history.— Ashleigh Williams

ISBN: Publisher: 1-536-21743-3 Perma-Bound: 0-8479-2334-7
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-536-21743-8 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-2334-2

The Vanishing of Lake Peigneur: A Graphic Novel Based 
on a True Story Wolf, Allan MS

ALA Booklist (9/1/25)
Though Wolf's story is based on actual events (which inspired his recent novel, Junius Leak and the Spiraling Vortex of Doom), there are equal parts drama, horror, adventure, and environmental warning here. Detailed narration by Lake Peigneur itself, supported by soft linework and lucid, specific settings, ground the proceedings and give it a powerful sense of place while simultaneously infusing it with warm humanity. This keeps the narrative informative, even in moments of greatest shock and suspense, as a salt-drilling operation causes (maybe) a rupture within the local geology, creating a vast sinkhole, which sucks the lake and everything in it down into . . . who really knows? Ultimately, this is a story about the many lives ose of fishermen, boat crews, drill teams, and even dogs ught in the disaster. Over and over, we are told that this would be a good time to panic; but those involved did not, and several are eventually recognized with awards of heroism "for their cool-headed actions and leadership," as reported in comprehensive back matter. Finally, our story proves quite hopeful, about both human wherewithal and the resilience of nature.

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews
A true account of an astounding disaster, chronicled as a graphic narrative that reads like an environmental thrillerOn November 20, 1980, a routine oil-drilling operation in Louisiana’s Lake Peigneur accidentally went catastrophically wrong, creating a breach that allowed lake water to rush into underground mine chambers, draining the entire lake in mere hours. Wolf narrates this incredible story through the voice of the lake itself, weaving together multiple perspectivesâ��from miners trapped 1,300 feet underground to fishermen stranded on the suddenly exposed lakebed. Detailed diagrams, maps, and cross-sectional illustrations help readers unfamiliar with oil rig operations and underground mining truly understand the complex events unfolding. As the stakes escalateâ��first a stuck drill bit, then a tilting oil rig, then water rushing into the minesâ��the mounting tension becomes genuinely gripping. Pimienta’s artwork brilliantly supports the storytelling through strategic panel design that mirrors the characters’ emotional states. Underground scenes confine figures within increasingly numerous small panels, visually conveying the miners’ desperation, while more expansive panels capture the scale of the swirling sinkhole above. His palette enhances the dramaâ��inviting greens of the nearby Rip Van Winkle Gardens, oppressive darkness in the salt mine tunnels, and natural earth tones as the landscape literally dissolves. Wolf’s meticulous research is apparent in the technical details and authentic dialogue, while his honest acknowledgment of gaps in his investigation only adds credibility. Characters vary in skin tone.A riveting page-turner that will have readers eager to learn more about the topic. (author’s note, more information, miscellany, bibliography)(Graphic nonfiction. 10-14)

ISBN: Publisher: 1-339-04244-4 Perma-Bound: 0-8479-1389-9
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-339-04244-2 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-1389-3Wish I Was a Baller Shah, Amar MS

School Library Journal Starred Review
From 06/01/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 5 Up— Shah's coming-of-age story of growing up in Orlando, wanting to play ball and get the girl, and how he eventually became a journalist, is an excellent example of what happens when passion is combined with hustle. This graphic novel captures the journey of falling in love with a sport, chasing a dream, stumbling through failures, and picking back up again to push forward. Through the narrative, readers discover that even if success isn't guaranteed, the memories become wins in their own right. While Shah glosses over some of the events of the time, both in sports and culture, his own story is thoughtfully and thoroughly explored with a diverse cast of friends, people who help him (including Shaq), and those who try to stop him. With so few graphic novels centered around basketball, this stands out as a refreshing addition to collections. Doucet's illustrations perfectly reflect the time period of the 1990s, blending the idea of the baller and hip-hop culture into the tale, all while keeping the book accessible to younger readers. The pages are fun and lively, with bright colors capturing the vibrancy of the basketball teams and Orlando culture. VERDICT This nonfiction coming-of-age story is a perfect example of trying, failing, and rising again; it would be an excellent addition to sports collections and/or graphic novel sections.— Richard Winters

Publishers Weekly (5/26/25)
Sports journalist Shah (the Play the Game series) makes his comics debut in this confident graphic novel memoir. In 1995, 14-year-old Shah finesses a press pass from the school newspaper editor to gain access to the Chicago Bulls, who are practicing on his Orlando high school campus. Though Shah’s main goal is to meet the Bulls, once he experiences the notoriety and praise that proper research—and the perfect question—can afford, he becomes obsessed with learning everything about sports journalism. While peers and adults alike are impressed by the Indian American teen’s drive and resourcefulness, Shah’s often-single-minded determination also sows tension between him and his friends. As Shah delves deeper into the sports journalism landscape, he also contends with prejudice about his ethnicity and physical stature. With support from his family, however, Shah doggedly pursues his dream. Artwork by Doucet (Art Club) prioritizes the fast-paced action and movement of sporting events through fluid, heavily inked line art. The career focused plot trajectory, and the events’ effects on Shah’s relationships, provides a relatable framework from which like-minded readers can model their own pursuits. Photographs and an author’s note conclude. Characters are depicted with varying skin tones. Ages 8–12. Illustrator’s agent: Jas Perry, Looking Glass Literary. (Aug.)

ISBN: Publisher: 0-06-328525-8 Perma-Bound: 0-8000-8289-3
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-0-06-328525-5 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8000-8289-5

The League of Littles Lyall, Casey MS
Publishers Weekly (3/24/25)
Lyall (Waking the Dead and Other Fun Activities) teams up with illustrator Faber in this shenanigans-filled graphic novel, a dual comics debut, that reimagines quintessential sibling rivalry. Nine-year-olds Lexi, Mo, and Eli are trainees in the League of Littles, a covert resistance group that aims to uplift younger siblings globally. Their first mission is to find a missing pet before their longtime rivals, the Band of Bigs. As the Littles navigate their clandestine operation, they realize that outsmarting the Bigs will take teamwork, quick thinking, and a lot of luck. Lyall skillfully transforms quotidian sibling dynamics into a thrilling spy adventure complete with secret missions, opposing organizations, and high-stakes rescues. Keen worldbuilding—along with the LOLs and the BOBs is the Middles and Onlys Guild—adds nuance to this playful spin on perceived familial hierarchies. Faber’s energetic artwork complements the book’s blend of comedy and derring-do, which emphasizes teamwork, problem-solving, and learning to recognize individual strengths, making for an amusing romp that’s chock-full of heart and laughs. Back matter includes character profiles rendered as top secret agent dossiers. The protagonists are depicted with varying skin tones. Ages 8–12. (June)

School Library Journal
From 05/01/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 3–6— Lexi, Mo, and Eli are training to be agents for the League of Littles, an international organization that defends youngest siblings—or "littles"—against the bullying, arrogance, and tyranny of older siblings. For their first mission, they are tasked with helping Gabi, a "little" who has lost her older sister's pet hamster Chester after bringing him to school for show-and-tell. Lexi, Mo, and Eli must use their unique skills of crafting, strategy, and acrobatics to capture Chester and return him to Gabi. However, they do not know that Chester is secretly working with the Band of Bigs, an organization built to support oldest siblings. All groups of siblings (youngest, oldest, middle, and only children) are represented throughout the story. Lyall and Faber weave humor into a lighthearted school spy story, and readers will connect with the depictions of different siblings throughout the book. Despite its comedic elements, the story's plot adheres to a standard spy novel structure. The cast of characters is diverse, although specific race and ethnicity remains ambiguous and is based on the visual cues from the art. The art is bright, colorful, and detailed, and readers will find humor in the illustrations as well as the overall story. VERDICT A lively new graphic novel series recommended for elementary libraries where spy stories are widely circulated.— Rachel Jussel

ISBN: 1-536-23861-9
ISBN 13: 978-1-536-23861-7 A Mystery in Pocketville Kantorovitz, Sylvie MS

Kirkus Reviews
A theft rouses unfair suspicions among the residents of PocketvilleMonti the mole and Leo the lizard meet at the library to take in a figurine display on loan from Mrs. Sheep. Monti loves collectionsâ��from Leo’s rocks to Carl the librarian’s assortment of objects that patrons have left behind in library booksâ��and hopes to start his own one day. Then Mrs. Sheep’s favorite figurine disappears; in a panic, she faints, then starts leveling accusations against Monti. Others begin to suspect him, too. Leo and their avian pal Harriet come to the defense of a visibly upset Monti and comfort him over tea. Leo sorts out his own doubts about Monti’s innocence and does some detective work. Sharp-eyed readers may deduce the culprit before he does. The story’s emergent lessons about apologizing and making amends lead recent transplant Leo to recall his time outside Pocketville: â��Wherever I’ve been, there are people like Mrs. Sheep. Loud and selfish peopleâ�¦But there are also good people!â�� Relying on simple linework and muted tones, Kantorovitz depicts an adorably anthropomorphized cast. The efficient use of two to five rectangular panels per page results in a smooth, clear reading experience. An epilogue on a resting rock by the river will be a familiar sight to series readers, one among many cozy comforts this book has to offer.A winning celebration of collectors and their collections, and of friends to share them with. (illustrated and photographed examples of collections)(Graphic fiction. 7-9)

ALA Booklist (11/1/24)
A neighborhood learns about sentimental value and problem-solving in the face of a suspicious incident in this graphic novel for early readers. In the second installment of Kantorovitz's Monti and Leo series, Monti finds himself the prime suspect when a figurine goes missing from Mrs. Sheep's collection on display at the local library. Monti's loyal friend, Leo, is determined to get to the bottom of the theft and clear his friend's name, even while faced with the big feelings of a community newly enamored with collections and aghast at the sudden wave of trinket disappearances. An approachable, clearly defined cartoon style with a soft color palette makes the plot easy for beginning readers to follow. Leo's investigation demonstrates how simple it is for negativity to creep in during stressful situations, but also how practical problem-solving is always more productive than jumping to conclusions. Readers will delight in the treasures collected by the residents of Pocketville. A fun whodunit about the importance of conflict resolution and keeping the feelings of others in mind.



ISBN Title Author ES/MS/HS Notes (if needed) Review #1 Review #2
ISBN: 0-593-75118-3
ISBN 13: 978-0-593-75118-3 Nightmare Hunter Smith, Brady MS

Kirkus Reviews
A mysterious young orphan tries to help other kids fight their nightmares.With his sideswept bangs and skull-adorned tee over a stripey long-sleeved shirt, sullen, sulky Maxwell looks like a typical early-aughts emo-goth kid. But he’s burdened with a gift that feels more like a curse. He can see the remnants of children’s nightmares floating above their headsâ��personifications of school scaries, toilet terrors, and the occasional toothy dragon. Maxwell is particularly drawn to a young girl named Sid, who’s terrorized nightly by monsters with copious claws, endless eyeballs, and overabundant heads. Hesitantly, she allows Maxwell to enter her dreams with her as he directs her toward the subconscious roots of her fear. Complications arise as the pair learn that Sid’s dreams have been commandeered by a strange being. Smith sensitively explores Maxwell’s own enigmatic originsâ��his work is driven by the disappearance of his sister, seemingly into her nightmares, during their childhood in an orphanage. The real star, though, is the visual frenzy of sea monsters, enormous bugs, and a phenomenally fierce final boss. Smith’s zany drawings aren’t truly terrifying, making this a solid pick for younger fright fans, but softhearted readers should stay clear. Indeed, the book’s gleeful inventiveness may inspire young creatives to bring their own wildest dreams to the page. Maxwell is tan-skinned; Sid is slightly darker.An artistic riot of monsters establishes a unique universe in this spooky series starter.(Graphic paranormal. 8-12)

Publishers Weekly (1/27/25)
Orphaned middle schooler Maxwell Dark has a special gift: he can enter other kids’ nightmares to help them find and confront their cause, thus eradicating the terrifying visions for good. But his powers haven’t always been easy to control. During his first foray into a nightmare—his older sister Gwen’s—Maxwell fled the frightening dream and Gwen disappeared from the waking world. Each time he aids someone during a nightmare, however, he finds traces of Gwen, which he hopes will one day lead him to her whereabouts. As he assists classmate Sid in expelling her demons, he discovers that he has become increasingly entangled in the dream universe, a realm in which “all nightmares are connected” that exists parallel to his own. Smith (Bug Sandwich) deploys stylized cartooning rendered in psychedelic color to depict human characters (portrayed with varying skin tones) dwarfed by multi-eyed monsters, tentacled terrors, and snotty, toothy, creepy cryptids, while thick line art reinforces the frenetic feeling of entrapment in a strange and horrific place. Each chapter of this promising graphic novel series launch boasts thrills and humor that’s sure to impel readers into the next volume. Ages 8–12. (Apr.)

ISBN: Publisher: 1-9747528-0-1 Perma-Bound: 0-8479-0443-1
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-9747528-0-5 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-0443-3Beyblade X, Vol. 2 Kawamoto, Homura and Muno, HikaruMS Sequel- review is for book 1

ALA Booklist (2/1/25)
In the world of pro Beyblade, the goal of every blader is making it to the top of the competitive arena: the towers known as the "X." Amateur blader Robin has been practicing and waiting for his shot, but the competition is fierce! Thankfully, he teams up with another amateur, Blader X, who mentors Robin and divulges his own reasons for climbing to the top of the X. The duo must survive many aggressive opponents with their disadvantaged numbers eir team of two against opposing teams of three. Writers Kawamoto and Muno have created a goofy yet lovable set of main characters within a world that has captivated young readers for many years, and this newest addition to the Beyblade universe is sure to be as popular as previous iterations. Pair this with veteran illustrator Demizu, of The Promised Neverland fame, and the result is fantastic designs of adolescent characters where their energy and wide range of emotions are clearly portrayed in every panel.

ISBN: Publisher: 1-9747551-8-5 Perma-Bound: 0-8479-0444-X
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-9747551-8-9 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-0444-0Beyblade X, Vol. 3 Kawamoto, Homura and Muno, HikaruMS Sequel
ISBN: Publisher: 1-9747584-7-8 Perma-Bound: 0-8479-0445-8
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-9747584-7-0 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-0445-7Beyblade X, Vol. 4 Kawamoto, Homura and Muno, HikaruMS Sequel
ISBN: Publisher: 1-9747612-7-4 Perma-Bound: 0-8479-0821-6
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-9747612-7-2 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-0821-9Beyblade X, Vol. 5 Kawamoto, Homura and Muno, HikaruMS Sequel
ISBN: Publisher: 1-9747630-6-4 Perma-Bound: 0-8479-0822-4
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-9747630-6-1 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-0822-6Beyblade X, Vol. 6 Kawamoto, Homura and Muno, HikaruMS Sequel
ISBN: Publisher: 1-250-33601-5 Perma-Bound: 0-8479-0066-5
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-250-33601-9 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-0066-4The Creature Connection Cavallaro, Mike MS

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (2/10/26)
When mayhem erupts and a weapon of mass destruction falls into the wrong hands, Eowulf returns to save the dayIn this second graphic offering followingEowulf: Of Monsters & Middle School (2024), New Jersey native Eowulf Wegmund (a descendant of Beowulf) is working at Vulcan’s Celestial Supply Shop. She receives an assignment from Vulcan, and not a moment too soon: She’d do just about anything to get out of cleaning her messy room. She’s tasked with guarding Balor’s Helm, a powerful helmetâ��and â��one of the most destructive magical artifacts in historyâ��â�� that’s being used as a prop on a movie set. At the Metropolitan Studios in Queens, she meets the monster stars Umo Klegginshredder and Vexla Verhoon. While on set, Eowulf learns that actors have been disappearing, including Umo’s dear friend Grogin Bransgoeryâ��and when the helmet is stolen, Eowulf is on the case. Cavallaro’s sequel is bright and boisterous, blending vibrant, cinematic illustrations with engaging storytelling; it’s a great jumping-in point for new readers and a thrill for those already familiar with the first entry. Like its predecessor, this work features a strong emphasis on friendship and family, spotlighting the importance of human (and monster!) connection. Light-skinned, redheaded Eowulf is surrounded by a racially diverse supporting cast. The story draws from Irish, Finnish, and other world mythologies; fans of Rick Riordan’s expansive oeuvre will find much to enjoy here.Two thumbs up for this delightful movie-themed romp.(Graphic fantasy. 8-12)

ISBN 13: Publisher: 979-88-8160-420-2 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8000-9883-4Sorceline 3 Douyé, Sylvia MS Sequel
ISBN: Publisher: 1-250-35791-8 Perma-Bound: 0-8479-1126-8
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-250-35791-5 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-1126-4Weather or Not Green, John Patrick MS Sequel (Investigators)
ISBN: Publisher: 1-250-39080-X Perma-Bound: 0-8479-2516-1
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-250-39080-6 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-2516-2Gabby Torres Knows What You Did

Dominguez, Angela
MS Sequel School Library Journal Gr 2–4— Gabby Torres is a fourth grader with an active imagination who has been reading a lot of mystery novels and thinks she has found a mystery of her own! When a new couple moves in next door, Gabby thinks they are hiding something. She starts to spy on them with her binoculars, writing down all the clues in her notebook in case she needs them as evidence. This third installment in the series by Dominguez is a fun story for kids who enjoy mysteries. It is a hybrid graphic novel and chapter book, and the prose format is told from Gabby's point of view. Color illustrations have speech balloons for dialogue. The drawings are simple, but the characters' expressions and emotions are clear, especially Gabby's. Gabby is mixed race: her dad is Mexican, her mom is white, and her friends and classmates are of different ethnicities. There is some Spanish dialogue that is translated into English throughout. VERDICT This graphic novel will appeal to both mystery and comedy fans and is a recommended purchase for kids graphic novel sections.— Margaret Puentes

ISBN: 1-599-61393-X
ISBN 13: 978-1-599-61393-2 Breaking Up Is Venomous To Do! Van Lente, Fred MS Series sequel; student request for more Marvel superhero comics
ISBN: 1-614-79181-3
ISBN 13: 978-1-614-79181-2 The Substitute Van Lente, Fred MS Series sequel; student request for more Marvel superhero comics



ISBN Title Author ES/MS/HS Notes (if needed) Review #1 Review #2
9781662620003 Bonebag Elliot, E.M HS Kirkus Reviews Starred, 04/30/2026 A dark fantasy about uncovering long-buried secrets and finding where you belong, co-authored by the acclaimed author David Elliott and his debut novelist son. Bonebag has grown up in the Scura min Scurse, a gloomy, threatening forest, with his strangely cold parents, Modor and Faeder. His is a life of isolation, deprivation, and a profound lack of love. And yet, Bonebag seems to know what it means to be happy—how can that be? One day, he finds a golden locket in the grass, and with that discovery, everything changes. It leads to his meeting the ghostly Madalena, who informs him that Modor and Faeder aren’t his parents but rather ancient monsters who will devour him, as they’ve devoured countless children before. With Madalena’s help, he narrowly escapes, bursting out into the Great City, a world he never knew existed, determined to find his real parents. Bonebag quickly learns that the world is divided into wealthy Fops and the orphaned Rags they exploit. He stumbles headlong into two transformative friendships and races to outrun the curse that follows him from the life he escaped. But every path seems to lead back to the Scura. Genuinely scary, deliciously dark, and full of unexpected turns, this work about standing up for what you know is right, even when the stakes couldn’t be higher, impresses and delights with its rich worldbuilding and invigoratingly inventive language. Characters largely present white. Darkly thrilling; will keep readers turning pages until every riddle has been solved. (Fantasy. 10-14)School Library Journal, 04/30/2026 Gr 5 Up—Bonebag lives in a dark, closed-in forest with parents who are more cold than caring, holding onto a handful of strange, unexplained objects that suggest his life wasn't always like this. When he begins to move beyond that controlled world and encounters others, he's pulled into the unsettling process of figuring out who he is and where he came from. This is a genuinely strange book: in tone, structure, and imagery. It leans hard into the eerie and the grotesque, with monsters, shifting realities, and a narrative that asks readers to find their footing without much guidance. Some readers will appreciate the atmosphere and the layers of mystery. Others may find it frustratingly confusing, especially early on, when it's difficult to get a clear sense of what's happening or why. There's something compelling underneath it all—questions of identity, memory, and what it means to belong—but it's wrapped in a story that feels intentionally disorienting. At times it works, creating a dark, fairy-tale-like mood; at other times, it seems heavy under the guise of the plot. VERDICT Best for readers who enjoy darker, more unusual fantasy and don't mind being patient with the narrative.—Rachel Joiner Copyright 2026 Reed Business Information.
9781335448804 Fateless Kagawa, Julie HS Booklist, 06/30/2025 Grades 9-12 - "Fans of magical heists, rejoice: from the author of the extensive fantasy series The Iron Fey comes the first in a new trilogy. In the city of Kovass, the twin suns are unforgiving, and the task given to Thieves Guild member Sparrow is equally so. When the shadowy beings known as The Circle request she pull off a near-impossible heist in the realm of the Deathless King, she accepts the challenge, meeting quite a cast of characters along the way. Among those encountered are a wanderer named Halek; a quiet assassin from another realm, known as Raithe; and Kysa, a giant-beetle rider. While Sparrow and her first-person narration lean a bit too archetypal at times, it is made up for by the captivating, fully realized world of Arkyennah, where the potential to expand is everywhere from the sand dunes that ferry folks between societies to the divine idea of fate woven permanently into a tapestry. If a reader is looking to invest some time in a magical adventure written like a sprint, this is it."School Library Journal, 06/30/2025 Gr 7 Up—Assassin's Creed meets Tahereh Mafi's This Woven Kingdom as a thief must steal into the forgotten city of the Deathless Kings and steal an ancient relic. Sparrow, 17, was raised in the Thieves Guild to be one of their best and doesn't hesitate when the higher-ups assign her to steal the Tapestry of Fate from the temple. Hiding in the shadows of the temple, she overhears a priestess and a foreign assassin speak of a rising darkness. With the Tapestry acquired, Sparrow is given a new quest to the First Kingdom of the Deathless Kings, one that no other thief has come back from. When she succeeds, the soulstone she brings back to the surface might end up destroying everything. Kagawa paints a vivid, complex world inspired by Persian culture. The deep lore adds high stakes to the adventure, as the legends paint a harsh picture of how the world came to be. Sympathetic characters and a fast-paced plot coalesce to a fun and absorbing read, even if the beats are familiar. The supporting cast of sidekicks add humor and depth to the perilous adventure, but the romance between our thief and assassin could use a little more fuel to keep the slow burn going. Fate obviously plays an important theme in the story, as does vulnerability and strength. While the ending arrives abruptly, the pieces are in place for an exciting sequel. VERDICT An atmospheric heist for early YA readers. Recommended for general purchase.—Emmy Neal Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.
9781546138440 A Guide to Falling Off the Map Arnot, Zanni HS School Library Journal Starred, 08/31/2025 Gr 9 Up—This novel of opposites attracting will draw in mature high school strivers as well as those with less developed self-confidence. Arnot underpins issues of grief and serious illness with a quiet sense of humor and love in the character of underdog Ruben Carpenter—Roo but never Roo Bean, please. An impulsive high school dropout who can't admit that he'd rather drive a cab than study what he loves—photography—in trade school, Roo may have problems, but his childhood friend Vicenze (Vinnie) Smith, a talented high school drama student, is the one in real trouble. She hasn't been able to grieve the death of her mother Aggie, who had multiple sclerosis (MS) and died by suicide two years before. Roo knew Aggie; she and his mom Carla were best friends. He's also in love with Vinnie; she'd rather "fix" him than admit to having the same feelings. Excessively shy, Roo misses Vinnie's star turn as Daisy in The Great Gatsby, but he's there to take her home after she collapses at a party; unlike her peers, he knows that alcohol exacerbates the MS symptoms of muscle weakness and chronic fatigue that Vinnie's been experiencing. Vinnie convinces Roo to jump-start his photography career by documenting places they visited with their families as kids on a weeklong road trip. But when he doesn't show on opening night of the photo exhibit she insisted on organizing, he defends his right to remain in the shadows. He's more grounded than Vinnie; he may even still be around when she recognizes that she loves him, too. VERDICT A skilled author of popular Australian children's books takes on issues of suicide and serious illness with love and care in her first YA novel.—Georgia Christgau Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.Booklist Starred Reviews, 06/30/2025 Grades 7-12 - "*Starred Review* Vinnie Smith has her career as an actress all mapped out. She’ll be drama captain in year 12, and then she and best friend Lilah will go to New York City, where she will audition for Juilliard. Then, as if someone took her map and tilted it, everything comes crashing down. Lilah wins the drama captain title, and Ms. Montague, the drama teacher, is mentoring Lilah to audition for Juilliard, leaving Vinnie in the dust. On top of that, she starts experiencing headaches, double vision, and fatigue, all symptoms of multiple sclerosis, a disease that contributed to her mother’s death. She turns to her childhood best friend, Roo Abernathy, a talented photographer who dropped out of school to help support his mother. Together, they’ll revisit as many of the natural sites in Australia that they visited as children as possible. Roo will take pictures, and Vinnie will put together a showing. As they travel together, they grow closer, complicating matters. When Vinnie’s symptoms catch up with her, their trip is over, but their new relationship has just begun. Vinnie and Roo share the narrative, making a tender and funny pair. Roo especially has a deadpan, quirky, and humorous delivery regarding any given situation. Vinnie’s genuine affection and spirit shine through, even when circumstances disappoint her. It’s a road trip to remember."
9781454963332 How to Survive a Horror Story Dunmore, Scarlett HS School Library Journal, 08/31/2025 Gr 9 Up—Debut Murders begin a year into Charley's time as the new girl. Harrogate is an elite all-girls boarding school on Saltee Island in the Irish Sea, where students are placed in dorms based on family wealth and rarely leave. Charley enrolled when she needed time away from her shadowy past and bad breakup with her ex-girlfriend. She bonded with her best friend Olive over their love of horror movies, starting Slasher Saturday movie nights. Charley's senior classmates start dying, and the haunting begins. Although administrators want to classify the ghosts as tragic storm-related accidents, Charley wants to get the ghosts' help, solve the murders, and prove her innocence. This horror novel mixes slasher, comedy, dark academia, paranormal, and mystery elements. Horror fans will enjoy the tropes, scream queens, and horror franchise references. Each chapter title is a rule for surviving a horror novel. While there is some gore, witty moments break up the tension. The characters are fun, varied, and reminiscent of those found in teen movies. There are some predictable moments and a formulaic setup. VERDICT This page-turner is an ode to slasher films and funny ghost stories. A great, twisty introduction to horror for teens.—Nicole Gaudier AlemaÃ±y Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.Publishers Weekly Starred, 06/01/2025 Transfer student Charley is the new kid at Harrogate School for Girls, a former 13th-century monastery turned boarding academy off the coast of Ireland. Charley thinks she’s lucked out with her assigned roommate Olive, who shares Charley’s passion for all things horror. They strike up a tradition called Slasher Saturday, during which they watch old horror movies and Charley pretends she doesn’t miss the life she left behind on the mainland. One such Saturday, Charley sees a figure in black standing outside in the rain before the school loses power. The next day, she finds classmate Hannah dead at the bottom of a cliff. The discovery becomes the first in a series of deaths the school claims are accidents, though Charley believes them to have supernatural causes. Each chapter of Dunmore’s delightfully meta debut opens with a tip on how to stay alive in a horror film: “Rule #1 Team Up”; “Rule #2 Beware of Storms and Isolated Islands.” Plentiful wry humor keeps things light, even as confident text unveils gruesome violence, gory deaths, and genuinely frightening scares, making this a standout addition to the canon of teen slasher novels. Main characters read as white. Ages 14–up. (Sept.)
9780063354623 K-Jane Kang, Lydia HS Publishers Weekly (8/4/25) Living in Omaha, Neb., attending a mostly white school, and having been named after Jane Eyre, 17-year-old third-generation Korean American Jane Choi feels out of tune with her heritage. To her chagrin, her Korean culture–obsessed classmates seem to know more about Jane’s heritage than she does: she doesn’t speak Korean, she’s not versed in the latest K-dramas or K-pop songs, and she hates kimchi. When she learns that her parents plan to name her baby brother Franklin, after the American founding father, she resolves to save him from experiencing the internal shame she holds from feeling ignorant about her Korean heritage. With help from her grandmother, Jane educates herself in all things Korean, including the food, language, music, and more, which she documents on a private social media account. But when a specific video somehow goes viral, Jane struggles to manage the emotional fallout of online infamy. Hilarious and heartening, this earnest novel by Kang (the Control duology) excavates one teen’s longing to connect—with her identity, her family, and the people around her who seem to find comfort in aspects of her culture that she wasn’t raised to celebrate. Quick pacing and lighthearted prose buoy weighty themes of parental pressure and the sometimes devastating influence of social media on one’s self-perception. Ages 13–up. Agent: Jordan Hill, New Leaf Literary. (Oct.)Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (9/12/25) A Korean American teenager, believing she’s not â��Korean enough,â�� tries reinventing herselfJane Choi, a 17-year-old Korean American girl in Omaha, Nebraska, feels embarrassed about her ignorance of Korean culture. Even Matty Ricci and Bridge Johanssen, her best friends, who are cued white, obsessively watch K-dramas and are K-everything experts. Jane’s second-generation parents haven’t transmitted the bits of cultural knowledge they have, and she’s worried that Franklin, her soon-to-be-born baby brother, will be clueless, too. Feeling inadequate, Jane devises Project K-Jane as a solution: She starts teaching herself all about Korean culture, recording her progress on a private channel on the StoryThyme app. She cooks Korean dishes, learns about holidays, studies Korean language, and watches K-dramas, imagining someday guiding her brother. She also hopes her vlog will entertain her cousins, fellow â��white on the insideâ�� bananas, who are her only audience. If she impresses her crush, culturally savvy Taiwanese American Edward Liu, even better. But Jane’s retreat into her obsession alienates her friends and breaks the trust her parents have in her. And when she accidentally goes viral, the ensuing drama shows her what belonging really means. This refreshing portrayal of a young woman navigating culture and identity highlights the diversity of Korean diaspora experiences. Jane’s angst, perceptive voice, and self-awareness add dimension to her transformation. Kang weaves thought-provoking musings on authenticity and the gatekeeping of cultural identity throughout.A nuanced, skillfully executed, and highly entertaining exploration of cultural belonging.(Fiction. 13-18)
9798765644317 Trumpets of Death: A Graphic Novel Bournel-Bosson, Simon HS Booklist, 07/31/2025 Grades 7-10 - "Antoine is dropped off at his grandparents’ in the middle of the night for an indeterminate stay while his father tries to figure some things out with Antoine’s mother. The boy's grandmother occupies most of his time with love and affection, but his grandfather is openly hostile toward him. The problem comes to a fantastical head when Antoine discovers a mysical mushroom that turns into an albino deer—a deer his grandfather is determined to track, hunt, and kill. The story, translated from French, is told very sparely, with some chapters almost completely wordless, so the explanation as to why this is happening to Antoine or what it represents could be confusing for its target audience. Meaning aside, however, Antoine's transformation does make for an exciting adventure with a satisfying conclusion. The artwork is certainly the showpiece, with a bold color palette adding to the 1990s nostalgia the book quietly evokes, while the sleekness of the cartoon character design adds a modern polish to the project. A fascinating tale."School Library Journal, 06/30/2025 Gr 10 Up—Bournel-Bosson's first graphic novel revisits childhood summers and strained family relations with a stark yet quiet adventure. The illustrated panels seamlessly blend art and action, as exemplified by the wonderful onomatopoeia of car tires in the rain, while the visceral, four-color scheme reflects a surreal plot. Antoine, a preteen boy depicted with light skin and dark hair, is left at his grandparents' house, apparently following marital problems between his parents; all of them are depicted as having light skin as well. His grandmother lives in close-minded isolation, but his grandfather is outright cold and cruel. After finding a mysterious mushroom, Antoine is transformed into a deer, living within nature until he and his grandfather are reunited. Visually striking, the story unfolds without much dialogue. In fact, Antoine barely speaks, accurately capturing the introversion of a child staying with strict relatives. Much of the story is told through such small details. The grandfather's characterization mirrors Antoine's, the depth of their differences highlighted through moments of cruelty and kindness, of annoyance and patience. Background themes scratch the surface of growing up under various societal pressures and our connection, or lack thereof, with nature. VERDICT This stunning, introspective story is short, but its firm grasp on the multifaceted themes of growing up and getting old promises readers will take their time with each image and think about the implications of the plot long after they've reached the end.—M. Miri Reyes Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.
9798765647066 UltraWild: An Audacious Plan for Rewilding Every City on EarthMushin, Steve HS Booklist Starred Reviews, 07/31/2025 Grades 6-12 - "*Starred Review* The subtitle of Mushin’s Ultrawild says it’s “audacious,” but that may be underselling it. The opening premise is to design what it would take to rewild every city on Earth—into a jungle, a forest, a savannah, whatever it was prior to industrialization—and to imagine what kinds of technologies would help make such a transformation possible. These ideas include everything from trillions of 3D-printed solar-reflective birds (frightening!) to eliminating single-driver cars in favor of autonomous ridesharing and other forms of transit (likely!) to the compost-firing cannons that replace the loss of megafauna (gross!). Each chapter builds on those previous, imagining (theoretically plausible) inventions most of us would never dream of to address very real problems of climate change—until we get the “one . . . small . . . problem. . .” that is the continued bad news about the environment and escalation of fossil-fuel burning across the globe. Mushin is right to include this, particularly because his response to it throughout the remainder of the book reminds us that hope is active and action-oriented, not a passive state of being. Each page is filled to the brim with meticulously drawn cityscapes, mechanical designs, animals of all shapes and sizes, and lengthy text explanations. Overwhelming—the way the climate crisis feels—yet approachable and empowering in equal measure, Ultrawild is a brilliantly designed comic that will have wide appeal beyond its target audience, even among adults."School Library Journal Starred, 08/31/2025 Gr 5 Up—Mushin's plan to rewild cities paints an honest, unflinching, and hopeful vision for reversing climate change. He proposes and designs five contraptions, backing each up with math and science experts, to demonstrate how extreme rewilding could solve the climate crisis. The book uses comparisons and relative sizes through illustration and text to help kids grasp the scope of climate change with pyramids, Mount Everest, and soccer fields. The complex illustrations are accompanied by arrows and numbers to help inexperienced graphic novel readers navigate the text. The author does not talk down to young readers, who will be drawn in by the intricate illustrations of contraptions and the occasionally gross and gory elements of the inventions. Rather, the book invites readers to join the STEAM design process, encouraging ideas that seem out of this world. Mushin, a New Zealander, also shines a light on the Indigenous people and practices that he draws from in his design work. VERDICT An essential addition to middle and high school libraries, this graphic novel is a green how-to manual for 2025.—Kat Mowczko Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.
9781250347909 Seek the Traitor's Son Roth, Veronica HS Publishers Weekly, 03/15/2026 Set in a dystopian society wracked by illness and war, the gripping first installment of an epic romantic sci-fi series from bestseller Roth (Poster Girl) explores questions of morality, destiny, and societal pressure. Anyone who contracts the Fever dies, but half come back to life with enhanced abilities. The Talusar Empire embraces this plague, coming to “worship the Fever as a god,” while the scrappy nation of Cedre “view the Fever as what it is: a virus whose fifty-fifty survival rate isn’t worth risking.” Elegy Ahn, second child of the Sword of Cedre, the country’s leader in its never-ending war against the Talusar, was born to be the spare in case anything happened to her mother’s heir. Then a prophecy reveals her far weightier fate: either she or Rava Vidar, a Talusar general with a reputation for brutality, will lead their respective people to victory; which of them succeeds will be determined by the love of one man. As the ensuing political intrigue plays out, Roth complicates the already intricate worldbuilding with the people of Cedre’s belief that they were once contacted by alien beings and their hope that these beings may return to save them. Roth’s careful character work impresses as Elegy comes to accept her destiny. With high stakes, plenty of betrayals, and just a hint of humor, this will have readers eager for more. (May)Library Journal Starred, 01/31/2026 Elegy Ahn is a soldier of Cedre, a small country pitted against the Talusar, a nation of fierce and powerful citizens who worship the Fever, which kills half the people it touches. The other half survive with extraordinary gifts, making the Talusar a dangerous enemy. Elegy is summoned to hear a prophecy, one that involves not only her but the brutal Talusar general Rava Vidar. One of them will lead their country to victory, but it is unknown who. What is known is that one man will decide their fate: Theren Forint, son of a Talusar exile on Cedre Station and a man Elegy is told she will fall in love with. All that Elegy has—her freedom, her husband, her future—are in jeopardy. No matter the feelings, the families, the losses, or the betrayals, Elegy knows only one will win. She is determined it will be her, no matter the cost. VERDICT Bestselling Roth (To Clutch a Razor) writes a thrilling ride of a romantic dystopian novel. Complex characters, surprise twists, and high action will bring together old fans and new readers.—Kristi Chadwick Copyright 2026 Reed Business Information.
9780063515109 Building 903 Lois Lowry HS Kirkus Review, 07/31/2026 In the dystopian, totalitarian world of 2099, 14-year-old Tessa and her family are desperate to solve the mystery of her twin brother Theo’s disappearance. Tessa is growing up in a time when playgrounds are historical relics, surveillance cameras are everywhere, music is outlawed, and owning books is illegal. Under the absolute rule of Zokiris, the decadeslong leader of her territory, people are heavily controlled. When Theo vanishes under mysterious circumstances and his name is erased from the Territory Statistics list, Tessa’s 135-year-old neighbor, Miriam, gives the family contraband books that become central to figuring out Theo’s whereabouts. Most books have long since been seized and stored away in Building 903; Tessa is intrigued by their presence in her home, while her mother is terrified. Lowry, the acclaimed, award-winning author of The Giver (1993), shines in her creation of uncomfortably believable dystopian societies. Tessa’s painfully limited world is fully imagined, with its own history, laws, and norms. Her relationship with her brother reads as realistic and tender and is crucial to the mystery. Miriam is the most strongly developed character: wise and independent, unafraid and hopeful. While the climb to the book’s climax is captivating, the hurried resolution is disappointing. The powerful messaging around the importance of literature and imagination certainly resonates, however. The main characters present white. A successful call for creating and imagining, even if the story itself falls short. (Dystopian. 9-12)Publishers Weekly Starred, 07/19/2026 Lowry (The Giver) pens an arresting dystopian novel that chronicles a tween discovering a cache of books and the startling truths they unearth about her tyrannical society. In 2099, 14-year-old Tessa mourns the loss of her twin brother Theo, who vanished without a trace two months ago. She finds comfort in her relationship with her 135-year-old neighbor Miriam, who is being involuntarily relocated to a retirement home. Before Miriam’s departure, she gives Tessa a key to a secret closet that contains contraband unfamiliar to Tessa: a baseball mitt, a newspaper, and, most surprising, books, which were declared illegal “a long, long time ago” by their community’s despotic leader and largely locked away in Storage Building 903, where they await destruction. Tessa, astonished and delighted by the images that the texts inspire within her mind, eagerly shares her findings with her parents, and as the family clandestinely discusses the extraordinary items, her father reveals that he gave Theo a book before he went missing, leading Tessa to believe that the object is connected to Theo’s disappearance. Prescient worldbuilding conjures a hyper-surveillance state that mirrors contemporary attitudes surrounding censorship and control. It’s a haunting cautionary tale about a grim future deprived of storytelling and creative expression. Ages 8–12. Agent: Emily van Beek, Folio Literary Management. (Sept.)
9781491448380 Buffalo Soldiers: Heroes of the American West Baker, Brynn HS *Nonfiction= No formal reviews Publisher's Description: The Buffalo Soldiers were the first peacetime all-black regiments of the U.S. Army. Created around the time of the Civil War, they fought bravely in several wars, and also played an important role in the history of the American West. Infographics, sidebars, and fact boxes bring the experiences of these brave military men to life.
9781098290580 Activision Blizzard: Makers of Overwatch and Call of Duty Edwards, Sue Bradford HS *Nonfiction= No formal reviews Publisher's Description: This book introduces readers to Activision Blizzard, the publisher behind hit franchises such as Overwatch, Call of Duty, and World of Warcraft. Readers will explore the company's history, the merger between Activision and Blizzard, and how the company continues to innovate today. Features include infographics, a glossary, references, websites, source notes, and an index. Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards. Essential Library is an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a division of ABDO.
9781098294991 Become a Vehicle Mechanic: Car Maintenance, Bike Repair, and MoreKuehl, Ashley HS *Nonfiction= No formal reviews Publisher's Description: Do you love working on cars, boats, or bikes? This title helps readers explore careers in vehicle repair and maintenance. Learn about the history of the trade, skills and tools needed to be successful, and ways to build skills before starting training. Aligned to Common Core State Standards and correlated to state standards. Abdo & Daughters is an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a division of ABDO.
9780691139968 The Bhagavad Gita: A Biography Davis, Richard HS *Nonfiction= No formal reviews Publisher's Description: The life and times of India's most famous spiritual and literary masterpiece The Bhagavad Gita , perhaps the most famous of all Indian scriptures, is universally regarded as one of the world's spiritual and literary masterpieces. Richard Davis tells the story of this venerable and enduring book, from its origins in ancient India to its reception today as a spiritual classic that has been translated into more than seventy-five languages. The Gita opens on the eve of a mighty battle, when the warrior Arjuna is overwhelmed by despair and refuses to fight. He turns to his charioteer, Krishna, who counsels him on why he must. In the dialogue that follows, Arjuna comes to realize that the true battle is for his own soul. Davis highlights the place of this legendary dialogue in classical Indian culture, and then examines how it has lived on in diverse settings and contexts. He looks at the medieval devotional traditions surrounding the divine character of Krishna and traces how the Gita traveled from India to the West, where it found admirers in such figures as Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, J. Robert Oppenheimer, and Aldous Huxley. Davis explores how Indian nationalists like Mahatma Gandhi and Swami Vivekananda used the Gita in their fight against colonial rule, and how contemporary interpreters reanimate and perform this classical work for audiences today. An essential biography of a timeless masterpiece, this book is an ideal introduction to the Gita and its insights into the struggle for self-mastery that we all must wage.
9781419760020 Beyond the Board: The Untold Story of the World's Most Daring Big WaveGabeira, Maya HS Booklist, 06/30/2025 Grades 8-12 - "Brazilian athlete Gabeira presents a firsthand look at her rise from a disaffected teen to a record-holding big wave surfer. As a child in Rio de Janeiro, Gabeira had little direction in her life before she discovered surfing as a young teen. Chasing waves provided the purpose and challenge she craved. By age 17, Gabeira had decided to go pro, fixing her focus on becoming one of the world's top female big wave surfers. Beyond the Board shares Gabeira's story by telling rather than showing, missing several opportunities for readers to immerse themselves in the scenes. Much of the plot is thus trailed by a vague sense of having missed something. That said, the book's fast pace, upbeat view, and heart-on-sleeve tone make it an engaging read about perseverance through a lesser-known yet worldwide sport. As fresh, fast, and fun as the waves Gabeira surfs, Beyond the Board is a solid addition to any YA biography bookshelf."Kirkus Review, 05/14/2025 A memoir from a woman pioneer of big wave surfing. As a young teen, Gabeira, who grew up in Rio de Janeiro, was introduced to surfing at a beach party she attended with a friend from dance schoolâ€”and she instantly fell in love. Headstrong and independent, she convinced her divorced parents to let her dedicate herself to learning to surf, kicking off a lifelong obsession that even her severe asthma couldnâ€™t dampen. As she trained in Brazil and locales as far-flung as Australia, Hawaii, and Indonesia, Gabeira struggled to find her place in this male-dominated sport. She had a chance meeting with Eraldo Gueiros, a big wave surferâ€”someone who rides waves measuring 20 feet and higher (the term isnâ€™t defined in the book)â€”and his enthusiasm inspired her to strive to become the worldâ€™s best big wave surfer. As one of the first women to attempt to conquer such massive waves, Gabeira faced misogyny, double standards, isolation, and harsh critiques from men who surrounded her. Injuries, anxiety, heartbreak, and self-doubt all plagued her as she pushed herself to break the world record for the biggest wave ever surfed by a woman, which she succeeded in doing in NazarÃ©, Portugal. Although the minimal dialogue and relatively few descriptions of scenes make the narration feel dense at times, Gabeiraâ€™s journey will captivate young athletes and inspire them to break barriers. A celebration of the possibilities for those who are made to feel like outsiders in sports. (Memoir. 14-18)
9781640307186 Built for Speed: The World's Fastest Road Cars Publications International HS *Nonfiction= No formal reviews Mackin Annotation: Highlights thirty-five of the world's fastest road cars from the last three decades. Includes color photographs.
9780744073751 Classic Car: The Definitive Visual History Gurdon, Martin HS *Nonfiction= No formal reviews Publisher Description: From the Chevrolet Bel Air to the Ferrari Testarossa, this stunning book showcases the most iconic and important classic cars from every decade since the 1940s. Classic Car brings you the story of more than 20 great marques, including household names Bentley, Mercedes, Ferrari, Cadillac and Aston Martin. Its lavish photography reveals every detail in close-up of models that range from the 1940s giant two-ton Daimler DE36, which ferried royals about in style, through to sleek Ferraris from the 1980s capable of smashing the 200mph barrier. It puts you in the driving seat of such icons as the Chevrolet Corvette, the Ford Thunderbird, and the Mercedes 300SL, and brings you the designers of these amazing machines and the story of their manufacturers.Few things ignite such reverence as a classic car. With more than 250 iconic models from the 1940s to the early 1990s, photographed from every angle, this title is a glorious celebration of the stars in the classic car firmament. Classic Car brings you the story of more than 20 great marques, including household names Bentley, Mercedes, Ferrari, Cadillac and Aston Martin. Its lavish photography reveals every detail in close-up of models that range from the 1940s giant two-ton Daimler DE36, which ferried royals about in style, through to sleek Ferraris from the 1980s capable of smashing the 200mph barrier. It puts you in the driving seat of such icons as the Chevrolet Corvette, the Ford Thunderbird, and the Mercedes 300SL, and brings you the designers of these amazing machines and the story of their manufacturers.This ultimate guide to classic cars further features: - A comprehensive catalog that draw out the key features of each important model, with detailed profiles and specification. - Feature pages broaden the scope of the book, covering everything from the designers and manufacturers who created them to their evolution over the decades. - Stunningly shot DPS images add an extra layer of color and flavor to the book. - Written by award-winning author and expert on all aspects of motoring, Giles Chapman, Editor-in-Chief of DK’s The Car Book, which has sold over 550,000 copies worldwide to date. - Updates will include the key models that have grown in popularity since the last edition. Whether you dream of owning one of these super-cool cars, or you are a collector already, Classic Car is set to become a treasured favorite.
9781975397227 Color of the End: Mission in the Apocalypse: 1 Iwamune, Haruo HS Booklist, 03/31/2025 Grades 9-12 - "A dark apocalyptic tale perfect for readers who enjoyed Girls' Last Tour and Kino's Journey, this follows a lone girl as she searches the world for survivors of a horrifying invasion. Saya Ushimitsu has been tasked with investigating the world for anyone still alive after an illness eradicated most of humanity and cleansing the environment along the way. As she goes about her tasks in this bleak landscape, she finds glimpses of the world that once was, and the reader slowly begins to piece together who Saya is and what happened to the ruined world she travels. This somewhat bleak manga manages to encapsulate the loneliness and monotony of Saya's existence while occasionally sprinkling in hope and reflections on a better, more connected time. This dystopian tale is illustrated with grim shadows, the crumbling and overgrown infrastructure truly capturing a sense of a postapocalyptic landscape."School Library Journal, 12/31/2024 Gr 7 Up—A devastating war and deadly pandemic has destroyed the planet and possibly wiped out all human life on earth. Against this desolate landscape, Saya's mission is to search for survivors and to eradicate traces of the plague Crystallosis—the pathogen that caused all humans to sprout crystalline growths and become petrified. Saya moves from quadrant to quadrant, encountering robots and other remnants of life from before the crisis, never ruling out that there might be survivors yet uninflected. The urban cityscapes are meticulously detailed with crumbling facades and nature reclaiming the spaces, indicative of humanity's retreat post-apocalypse. As Saya's missions take her to new sectors, the story flows like a slice-of-life episodic adventure with a hint of action and intrigue mixed in. In her search for survivors, Saya also tries to discover what it means to be human. This is the sci-fi answer to the more fantasy-leaning Luciole Has a Dream, both similarly exploring a de-populated world, desperately seeking survivors. VERDICT This beautiful and somewhat haunting slow burn will appeal to readers of Touring After the Apocalypse and other apocalypse stories.—Sara Smith Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.
9780062946140 Dark Rise Pacat, C S HS School Library Journal, 10/31/2021 Gr 9 Up—In this breakneck historical fantasy, Will is on the run after his mother is murdered in their home. He hides himself working the London docks, a plan that only holds for so long before he's kidnapped to be delivered to a mysterious man named Simon. Violet, a white and Indian girl who desperately wants to make a place for herself in Simon's inner circle, finds herself guarding the hold where Will is being locked away. As the world of the Stewards of Light and the Dark King's Lions are slowly revealed, Will and Violet will have to reckon with their place in a story centuries in the making. The Dark King promised he would return one day, and little do the Stewards know that his followers have that resurrection well underway—all they need is a sacrifice. While the worldbuilding is not the most inventive, it is organically grown, easy to follow, and populated with wonderfully three-dimensional characters. The shifting points of view and plot twists help maintain the novel's breakneck pace, but also means many relationships and reveals happen off-page. Pacat's writing paints an immersive 1821 London, but characters are her greatest strength. Will is white and bisexual, with both girl and boy love interests; his romance will have readers eagerly awaiting the sequel. VERDICT Good versus evil is the bread and butter of the fantasy genre, and this one is a great recommendation for anyone who enjoyed Cassandra Clare's historical Shadowhunters.—Emmy Neal, Lake Forest Lib., IL Copyright 2021 Reed Business Information.Kirkus Review, 07/14/2021 A long-gone evil power threatens to once again rise and conquer all in its path. In 1821 London, teenage Will mingles among the crowds on the docks of the Thames. He’s been on the run for months, ever since his mother was killed in their home. Finally, his pursuers catch up with him, and Will is taken in the name of the enigmatic Simon. Meanwhile, 16-year-old Violet wants nothing more than to join Simon’s inner crew. While guarding the hold during an attack on one of Simon’s boats, Violet discovers Will chained below deck. Afterward, the two find themselves under the protection of the Stewards, an ancient order whose sole mission is to prevent the very goal that Simon pursues—and both Will and Violet discover they have deep connections to this fight. What follows is a series of events that are by turns mystical, bewildering, hopeful, and terrifying. Pacat’s writing is atmospheric and full of intriguing, complex characters. However, an overwhelming sense of uncertainty pervades the book, intensified by the rotating points of view as well as the withholding of some characters’ major revelations until very late in the story. These factors leave readers in a state of perpetual unknowing, making it harder to connect with the story. The Stewards hail from all around the world; Will is White, and Violet is biracial, with a White English father and Indian mother. Classic good-versus-evil fare. (map) (Historical fantasy. 14-18)
9780593706565 Darkly Pessl, Marisha HS School Library Journal, 10/31/2024 Gr 9 Up—In Dia's world, the Darkly games created by enigmatic artist Louisiana Veda are a global cultural phenomenon. The expansive, intricate games are rare and extremely valuable. A coveted internship with the Foundation responsible for continuing Veda's work after her death seems impossibly far out of reach for Dia, who spends every bit of her non-school time running her family's antique shop. Her shock at finding out she has been selected for the internship is matched only by her determination to go, and soon Dia finds herself traveling to London for it despite her flighty, scattered mother's misgivings. As she discovers more about the expectations for herself and the six other interns, things begin to feel more like a Darkly game than reality, with tricky games, puzzles, and clues to be picked apart around every corner and many things that are not as they seem. Quick chapters break up the intensely complex and densely layered Darkly world; the lore of the games is abundant and wickedly cool. Quirky, off-beat teens with opaque motivations solve creative, unique puzzles, and the inclusion of multimedia pieces throughout the narrative adds more compelling detail. VERDICT Creative and unique, this is a special treat for readers who wish Jennifer Lynn Barnes's The Inheritance Games had been set in the world of Jumanji.—Allie Stevens Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.Booklist, 10/31/2024 Grades 8-12 - "The Willy Wonka of board games wants to know: What would you kill for? That’s the question Arcadia “Dia” Gannon has to answer to apply for the internship run by the estate of Louisiana Veda, a woman known for the creation of 28 unsettling board games called Darklys. In short order, Dia is awarded the internship and whisked off to a small, abandoned island near London with six other teens who are tasked to find the twenty-ninth Darkly. Very genre-aware, Dia is prepared for things to get weird, and they definitely get weirder. This atmospheric mystery is combined with terrifying sessions of an interactive Darkly that the interns are intermittently kidnapped to participate in. Dia’s character has depths that supporting characters lack, although those characters are multifaceted enough to still be substantial. Overall, Pessl set forth with an ambitious concept, and the result is thrilling, mysterious, and full of shocking twists through the very last page."
9780063381568 The Daughter of Auschwitz: The Girl Who Lived to Tell Her StoryFriedman, Tova HS Kirkus Review, 01/31/2026 The true story of a young girl growing up amid the Holocaust, based on an adult memoir and retold for a middle-grade audience. The author—referred to here as Tola (she explains that she later changed her name)—notes that her earliest memories are from the Tomaszów Mazowiecki ghetto, where she lived with her parents until she was nearly 5. She and her parents endured through a combination of sheer luck and being considered useful by the Nazis. Eventually, Tola and her mother were sent to Auschwitz, while her father was sent to Dachau. Tola again survived against all odds; in a particularly harrowing scene, she and other children were sent to the gas chamber before inexplicably being told to return to the barracks. While Friedman doesn’t shy away from the countless atrocities she witnessed, her writing is sensitively pitched to her young audience, though at times the pacing is inconsistent. Among the most moving scenes are Tola’s moments as a “carefree child in the midst of horror”: baking matzah and making a toy out of a dirty string. The book concludes with an epilogue discussing the recent rise of antisemitism around the world and backmatter in which Friedman responds to some of the most common questions she’s been asked about her experiences. A powerful adaptation, made accessible for young readers. (Memoir. 10-14)School Library Journal Starred, 02/28/2025 Gr 4 Up—Polish born Tola (Tova) Friedman has penned a memoir about how she survived the Auschwitz concentration camp as a child. Readers will take comfort in that the book opens with a scene in 1950 New York City where Tola is celebrating her birthday with both of her parents. However, this scene is one of the only comforts in this heartrending account. The bulk of the story is of Tola and her parents living in Poland when the Nazis invade and banish the Jews to live in a ghetto where 15,000 people were forced into 250 apartments with little food or comfort. As Nazi rule becomes stronger, the Jews are slowly parsed out to Dachau, where her father is sent, or to Auschwitz where Tola and her mother go. Witnessing death from starvation, shootings, the gas chambers, or beatings became a regular sight for Tola and the children she lived with at Auschwitz. Each chapter details a different event, such as their long journey in a cattle car, head shaving, tattooing, hunger, loneliness, the gas chamber, and occasional sightings of her mother. As the Soviets and Americans begin to win the war, liberation looms ever closer and death becomes even more likely as the Nazis attempt to cover up all the atrocities. Hiding and making oneself invisible were just a few strategies Tola learned to stay alive. As difficult as this account is to read, it is also one of great will and grit. "I have always felt that my life is a gift that I cannot waste. So is yours." VERDICT Masterfully and beautifully written. Not to be missed, this is a first and important purchase for all libraries.—Tracy Cronce Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.
9781532196140 Eminem: Rap Legend Mooney, Carla HS *Nonfiction= only one formal review School Library Journal, 03/31/2022 Gr 7–10—The lives and careers of several popular hip-hop artists are chronicled in these detailed accounts. Readers learn how the subjects' interests in rap and hip-hop developed at an early age and how each was able to launch careers through digital media and connections in the music industry. The texts do not shy from the difficult aspects of the artists' lives, such as the poverty that Eminem and The Weeknd endured, the child abuse suffered by Nicki Minaj, and the drug problems all four male rappers encountered. However, the narratives are positive and highlight the music and subsequent awards and achievements of these talented stars; for example, eight Billboard hits in a single year by a female is a record held by Minaj. Criticisms and reviews of the artists' works are included, such as how Kid Cudi can express his emotions with his music. Fans will find the personal aspects related to be of interest: H.E.R. heads a foundation to make musical instruments available to young women, and Lil Uzi Vert had a diamond imbedded in his forehead. Colorful photographs of these stars in action are interspersed throughout each volume, and these will be a draw for hip-hop enthusiasts. However, the very detailed narratives make for tedious reads and will only appeal to the most ardent information-seeking fan. VERDICT Where there is a demand for biographies on hip-hop artists, these volumes will suffice. Selectors should consider the need. Copyright 2022 Reed Business Information.Publisher's Description: This biography highlights the life and accomplishments of Eminem. Readers learn about his early life, inspiration to pursue music, and successes as a hip-hop artist. With striking photographs and thought-provoking sidebars, the book brings to life Eminem's difficult early life, rapid rise to fame, and lasting legacy. Features include a timeline, glossary, online resources, source notes, and an index. Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards. Essential Library is an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a division of ABDO.
9781250334664 The Executioners Three Dennard, Susan HS School Library Journal Starred, 07/31/2025 Gr 9 Up—When Freddie calls the police to report disturbing noises in the woods, she winds up getting half of Fortin Prep's student body arrested for underage drinking and finds herself suddenly in with the popular kids at her own school, Berm High. She happily teams up with the popular Prank Squad in the ongoing rivalry between Berm and Fortin, though her attention soon shifts to the disturbing mystery of the bodies discovered in the forest and figuring out what they have to do with an old poem about executioners. All too soon, Freddie's own life is in danger as she starts to put together the clues and figure out just what the poem means and who might be behind the latest string of gruesome murders. Lovable characters, a rivals-to-lovers romance, and an engaging mystery make this a true page-turner. The 1999 setting is well-developed with references to pop culture that today's teens will recognize. The ongoing prank war between the high schools adds needed levity to a relatively dark and gruesome tale. Supporting characters are racially diverse, and Freddie's best friend, Divya, starts a relationship with another girl. VERDICT An excellent first purchase for libraries, especially those looking for supernatural mysteries.—Kelcy Davis Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.Publishers Weekly, 05/18/2025 Strange sounds in the woods near 17-year-old Frederica “Freddie” Gellar’s historic hometown, City-on-the-Berme, prompt her to call the police—which results in a party bust and the arrests of several students from Allard Fortin Preparatory School, including Theo Porter, a “Very Bad Human Indeed.” Freddie’s low profile at her own Berm High School changes overnight when her popular Prank Squad classmates dub her the Prank Wizard and invite her to join their escalating prank war with Fortin Prep. When Freddie finds a dead body in the woods, however, she realizes the strange sounds she heard that night may not have been the drunken shouts of local teenagers but something much more sinister. Now, Freddie has a mystery to solve, a reputation to uphold, and a nemesis to avoid, even if that nemesis makes her heart flutter. After a second body, this time decapitated, is discovered, Freddie connects the deaths to a poem that’s linked to the lore behind City-on-the-Berme. As the threat grows, Freddie must uncover the truth to protect her friends and family, even if it means asking Theo for help. Humorous banter fuels the growing spark between Freddie and Theo in this campy, action-packed thriller by Dennard (The Hunting Moon). Pop culture references from the 1990s anchor the novel’s setting. The protagonists cue as white. Ages 13–up. Agent: Joanna Volpe, New Leaf Literary. (Aug.)
9781847326553 The Complete Encyclopedia of Formula One Jones, Bruce HS *Nonfiction= No formal reviews Publisher's Description: "'The Complete Encyclopedia of Formula One' is an authoritative and fact-packed celebration of the glamorous world of Gran Prix racing..."--P. [4] of cover.
978-1-09-829441-0 The Formula 1 Encyclopedia Lamichhane, Priyanka HS *Nonfiction= No formal reviews Publisher's Description: Formula 1 cars are streamlined machines. Every detail is tracked to ensure each car fits the perfect formula of speed and safety. This encyclopedia provides a look into the history of Formula 1, from the first Grand Prix to the drivers who tackle complex courses around the globe today and the races they run in. Features include a glossary, additional resources, and an index. Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards. Encyclopedias is an imprint of Abdo Reference, a division of ABDO.
978-1-499-40169-1 Formula 1 Racing Challen, Paul HS *Nonfiction= No formal reviews Publisher's Description: Formula 1 racing--or F1, for short--is a popular racing sport enjoyed around the world. This book offers an insider's look at F1 racing, covering the history of the sport, the excitement of Grand Prix races, and the stunning cars that make Formula 1 one of the top five spectator sports in the world. Readers will learn how points are calculated, how famous drivers have made history, and how they can get involved. This text also features a graphic organizer of the flags used in F1 racing, "Fast Fact" fact boxes, and informative sidebars.
9781569319338 Dragon Ball Z: 4 Goku vs Vegeta Toriyama, Akira HS next in series, no formal reviews Publisher's Description: After years of training and adventure, Goku has become Earth's ultimate warrior. And his son, Gohan, shows even greater promise. But the stakes are increasing as even deadlier enemies threaten the planet. DRAGON BALL Z is the ultimate science fiction-martial arts manga. With the mighty Kaiô-ken amplifying his strength, Goku fights Vegeta in a desperate battle to save the world--only to find that the elite Saiyan warrior is even stronger than his new techniques! In desperation, Goku calls upon the Genki-dama, the "spirit ball," drawing power from the Earth, its people, plants, and animals. But alone, even Goku is not enough. The last worn-out survivors, Gohan, Kuririn, and Yajirobe, must rush back into the fray to beat the unbeatable Vegeta...as their enraged foe vows to not only wipe out the human race, but destroy the planet Earth itself!
978-1-569-31934-5 Dragon Ball Z: vol 5 Toriyama, Akira HS next in series, no formal reviews Publisher's Description: Sci-Fi martial arts action! After years of training and adventure, Goku has become Earth's ultimate warrior. And his son, Gohan, shows even greater promise. But the stakes are increasing as even deadlier enemies threaten the planet. DRAGON BALL Z is the ultimate science fiction-martial arts manga. In the aftermath of his battle with Goku, Vegeta retreats from Earth, vowing revenge. In search of a way to resurrect their dead friends, Kuririn, Gohan, and Bulma go into space in search of Namek--Piccolo's home planet where the Dragon Balls were originally made. But Namek has become a battleground, where evil emperor Freeza and his minions are slaughtering the peaceful Namekians to fulfill Freeza's wish for immortality! Stranded on a planet full of enemies, the three astronauts radio back to Earth...but "help" comes from an unexpected source as Vegeta turns against his former master Freeza in order to get the Dragon Balls for himself!
9781101980200 Ghostland: An American History in Haunted Places Dickey, Colin HS Publishers Weekly (7/4/16) In the introduction to this illuminating study of so-called true hauntings and the American public-s enduring fascination with them, Dickey (Cranioklepty) posits that -ghost stories reveal the contours of our anxieties, the nature of our collective fears and desires, the things we can-t talk about in any other way.- Grouping haunts into four categories-houses, hangouts, institutions, and entire towns-he shows how the persistence of these ghost stories, especially when their details change with the times, say more about the living than the dead. Noting how popular accounts of the ghost of Myrtles Plantation has shifted over the years from that of an abused slave to revenants from a Native American burial ground beneath the plantation, Dickey notes that -ghost stories like this are a way for us to revel in the open wounds of the past.- Describing the ghost stories that cropped up in New Orleans in the wake of Hurricane Katrina-s devastation, he writes that ghost stories -are how cities make sense of themselves: how they narrate the tragedies of their past, weave cautionary tales for the future.- In contrast to many compendia of -true- ghost stories, Dickey embeds all of the fanciful tales he recounts in a context that speaks -to some larger facet of American consciousness.- His book is a fascinating, measured assessment of phenomena more often exploited for sensationalism. Agent: Anna Sproul-Latimer, Ross Yoon Agency. (Oct.)Kirkus Reviews â��If you want to understand a place, ignore the boasting monuments and landmarks, and go straight to the haunted houses.â��So begins Dickey’s (Creative Writing/National Univ.; Afterlives of the Saints: Stories from the Ends of Faith, 2012 etc.) exploration into the ghost stories of America and what they reveal about society. On his quest, the author examines every manner of haunted place, from houses like the Seven Gables in Salem, Massachusetts, which inspired Nathaniel Hawthorne’s Gothic romance of the same name, to haunted cities like New Orleans as well as asylums, cemeteries, battlefields, and haunted hotels. While not a new concept, Dickey’s theme has been more extensively explored where fairy tales and general folklore are concerned. In each location, the author reveals not only the ghost stories of the site, but also, most importantly, the site’s true history. This allows us to see how ghost stories often say â��more about the tellers than they do about the supernatural.â�� Throughout history, ghost stories have been used to make money, offer a moral, mark a location, and explain the unexplainable, among many other functions. Interwoven throughout the narrative are the voices of writers and thinkers including Nabokov, Freud, Poe, Dickens, and Stephen King. Most revealing is the author’s examination of the logical factors that contribute to hauntingsâ��e.g., hotels feel eerie because they are uncannily not home, and homes often feel haunted because they have been abandoned. While the histories of the locations are well-expressed, Dickey’s personal experiences can feel flat. The investigation feels especially poignant when he connects the nature of ghost stories to issues like race. Places like Shockoe Bottom in Richmond, where hundreds of black men, women, and children were tortured and buried, should surely offer up their share of ghosts, but most of the spirits have been white. â��What does it mean to whitewash the spirits of a city?â�� Dickey asks. â��Does Virginia have ghosts that it is not yet ready to face?â�� An intriguing but somewhat uneven exploration of things unseen.
9780316593083 The Gilded Blade Barnes, Jennifer Lynn HS next in series, only one review Common Sense Media This absorbing continuation of the offshoot to the popular The Inheritance Games series retains a good deal of what fans enjoy about the series: compelling characters, appealing romance, high-stakes puzzles, and nonstop suspense. Short chapters that end on surprising notes keep the pages turning. Familiar characters return, and Gigi is as delightfully fun and funny as ever. There are fewer puzzles than in previous volumes, and they're not as hard to solve, which may be a let down for veterans of the series who came for the puzzle intrigue. This time the characters' stories as they grow and change take center stage. There's a satisfying ending to this story arc, which is intended to be the series ender, but there's still plenty of room for further mystery, intrigue, and adventure.
9780063284845 A Girl Walks into the Forest Roux, Madeleine HS School Library Journal, 06/30/2025 Gr 10 Up—Valla has been promised to the Count for many years due to her beauty, but the time has finally arrived for her to leave her small northern village and venture into the cursed Gottyar Wood to meet and marry him. Everything changes when Valla's small group is attacked by a wolf-like creature and she is mauled across the face. Not only is her intended husband angry to discover her beauty marred by scars, but the scratch also poisoned her blood—leaving her with a desire for violence. In this novel based on Russian folklore, Roux creates a morally gray world with clear villains but also flawed heroes, fighting any way they can. There also isn't a true happy ending; though Valla wins, she loses everything, including herself, along the way. This makes her an exceptionally interesting and well-developed character, but all other characters are very one-dimensional. However, the story doesn't suffer for it, as it is really about the woods more than any character. VERDICT A dark fairy tale about the exploited environment fighting back for fans of folktales and horror.—Mariah Smitala Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.Booklist Starred Reviews, 05/31/2025 Grades 8-12 - "*Starred Review* A girl walks into the forest, but something much different walks out in Roux’s latest offering, a genre-blending folk horror that follows Valla, who loses her physical beauty and finds her true self in exchange. Chosen to wed wealthy Count Leonid based only on her portrait, intrepid Valla sets off toward her fate in the unforgiving and dangerous Gottyar Wood. It doesn’t take long for the forest to lash out, though, and an altercation leaves her previously beautiful face—the one she was depending on for survival—marred and hideous. Without her beauty, the count is uninterested, and Valla realizes that no one is coming to save her but herself. This dark and foreboding mash-up is rife with shadowy secrets and scary European fairy-tale touches; Valla’s fate is inextricably linked with the legendary and fierce Baba Yaga. Readers will find themselves pulled down into the darkness of the Gottyar with Valla as she finds the bravery and determination it takes any young girl to f ind her true self in a world set up to reward only what can be seen on the surface. Excellent character development, unsettling and atmospheric world building, and numerous but well-woven folklore references combine for a deeply suspenseful, darkly vengeful tale of self-discovery."
9781532196157 H.E.R.: Singer, Songwriter, and Guitarist Edwards, Doris HS Booklist, 06/30/2022 Grades 6-10 - "The eye-catching, attention-grabbing biographies in the Hip-Hop Artists series (6 new titles) pack in lots of information. Each book begins with a career-defining event and brief coverage of early influences before switching to detailed career recaps: dates when songs dropped, sales, awards, collaborations, media appearances, feuds, fans, public personas, and critical reception. Child prodigy Gabi Wilson is profiled in H.E.R., which reveals how she received a standing ovation (along with a couple of statues) at the 2019 Grammy Awards and has gone on to win international acclaim. Full-page, color photos appear throughout each volume along with numerous sidebars that offer interesting background information. Back matter includes a time line, glossary, recommended resources, chapter notes, and fast facts. Current through 2021, these quick reads will spice up biography collections."School Library Journal, 03/31/2022 Gr 7–10—The lives and careers of several popular hip-hop artists are chronicled in these detailed accounts. Readers learn how the subjects' interests in rap and hip-hop developed at an early age and how each was able to launch careers through digital media and connections in the music industry. The texts do not shy from the difficult aspects of the artists' lives, such as the poverty that Eminem and The Weeknd endured, the child abuse suffered by Nicki Minaj, and the drug problems all four male rappers encountered. However, the narratives are positive and highlight the music and subsequent awards and achievements of these talented stars; for example, eight Billboard hits in a single year by a female is a record held by Minaj. Criticisms and reviews of the artists' works are included, such as how Kid Cudi can express his emotions with his music. Fans will find the personal aspects related to be of interest: H.E.R. heads a foundation to make musical instruments available to young women, and Lil Uzi Vert had a diamond imbedded in his forehead. Colorful photographs of these stars in action are interspersed throughout each volume, and these will be a draw for hip-hop enthusiasts. However, the very detailed narratives make for tedious reads and will only appeal to the most ardent information-seeking fan. VERDICT Where there is a demand for biographies on hip-hop artists, these volumes will suffice. Selectors should consider the need. Copyright 2022 Reed Business Information.
9781974757800 Kamudo Himekawa, Akira HS School Library Journal Starred, 11/30/2025 Gr 6 Up—Long ago, a dragon shaped the demi-creature world of Hinoaruchi. Now, the source of the life-giving pulse is dying, causing fear for the future. Ushering in that change in this thoroughly realized world is the first human. Unlike the other anthropomorphized creatures, the kind and plucky Kamuna sports a human body with only one dragon arm. While he has the grit to train in Dragon Fist, even with his disadvantages, his status as something of a social pariah is a harder pill to swallow. As in many fantasy series, prophecy propels Kamuna's path forward. The book entices readers before enthralling them with a delectable degree of lore, social tensions, and exquisitely detailed art. For instance, each dragon has a distinct appearance, and their culture is fleshed out with details like armor bearing organic shapes. Kamuna's relatable quest for belonging will make readers look inward. VERDICT From the creators behind the "Zelda" manga series, this coming-of-age story will leave fantasy fans roaring for more.—Rachel Forbes Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.Booklist Starred Reviews, 09/30/2025 Grades 6-12 - "*Starred Review* In the age before humans, demi-dragons brought prosperity through the power to harness Wind and the blessings of life-giving Pulse energy from their goddess, Lady Ryusui. One fateful day, everything changes with the birth of Kamuna, a human with the left arm and tail of a demi-dragon. As Kamuna matures, he struggles to find his place in the world but begins learning ancient dragon fighting techniques all the same, hoping to learn control over the Wind himself. Simmering beneath Kamuna’s conflict is an ominous prophecy foretelling a change to the demi-beings’ societies that will either bring a new age of growth or a collapse of everything they know. Many interesting characters have already been introduced, including Kamuna’s rival, Gindu, a demi-dragon who begrudges Kamuna’s close relationship with his sister, Laseri, who herself is the pinnacle of positivity amid the strife. Within the first chapter, Himekawa has crafted a beautifully illustrated story with a deeply complex world full of masterfully conceived creatures. The character designs and settings are rich in detail, reminiscent of the fine-line work of Witch Hat Atelier. Some fantasy violence and complicated world-building make this story overall suited for readers ready to undertake a large-scale Dragonriders of Pern–style fantasy epic."
9798765688632 Kendrick Lamar: Revolutionary in Rhymes Mooney, Carla HS Booklist, 01/31/2026 Grades 7-12 - "This satisfying biography of Pulitzer Prize–winning hip-hop artist Lamar does an especially effective job of explaining how his musical contributions have bolstered acceptance of rap music as a crucial element of contemporary culture. There’s plenty of biographical detail, from his growing up in a close family in Compton (and the struggles that came with the neighborhood’s drug and gang crises) through his formative years as a developing musician to his emergence into superstar status. There are also numerous references to his eclectic collaborations, willingness to experiment with new genres and creative outlets, and unwavering commitment to perfection. These elements all tie into his ultimate persona of social activist and generational spokesperson, highlighting how his honest lyrics resonate with audiences everywhere. The accessible and engaging text is laid out in graphics-rich pages filled with photos and sidebars; wide-reaching source notes, quotes, and shout-outs from fellow celebrities lend support. Current through Super Bowl 2025, it’s all here (including his infamous feud with Drake). Surprisingly, this authoritative and eye-catching work has little competition, so expect plenty of interest."Kirkus Review, 12/14/2025 A thorough and approachable tour through the life, impact, and artistry of a rap luminary. Teen hip-hop heads and novices alike will relish this biography of Kendrick Lamar, a revered Black artist whose work has been in dialogue with America’s racial and political landscape for over a decade. The introductory chapters describe Lamar’s multifaceted youth. Even his supportive parents, who explained to an artistic and conscientious young Lamar how their Section 8 housing worked, couldn’t spare him from the harrowing realities of 1990s Compton. The narrative follows him as he refines his craft from early mixtapes to a Pulitzer-winning album, peppering in funny anecdotes and A-lister cameos, such as when hip-hop titan Dr. Dre called and Lamar, thinking it was a prank, hung up. The biography successfully highlights how Lamar not only lived through the shifting American discourse on race but helped shape it, from sharing the personal pain of poverty and racism to providing a soundtrack and rallying cry for Black Lives Matter protests with his hit “Alright.” Throughout, text boxes and single-page segments introduce related people and concepts, including Tupac Shakur and freestyle rap. Mooney acknowledges and contextualizes themes from Lamar’s work, such as police brutality, substance abuse, and sex addiction, without sensationalizing them, highlighting his skills as a storyteller. An accessible introduction to a hip-hop virtuoso that trusts teens’ ability to tackle complex social issues. (glossary, source notes, selected bibliography, further information, index, photo acknowledgments) (Biography. 13-18)
9781532196164 Kid Cudi: Rapper and Record Executive Wheeler, Jill C HS *Nonfiction= only one formal review School Library Journal, 03/31/2022 Gr 7–10—The lives and careers of several popular hip-hop artists are chronicled in these detailed accounts. Readers learn how the subjects' interests in rap and hip-hop developed at an early age and how each was able to launch careers through digital media and connections in the music industry. The texts do not shy from the difficult aspects of the artists' lives, such as the poverty that Eminem and The Weeknd endured, the child abuse suffered by Nicki Minaj, and the drug problems all four male rappers encountered. However, the narratives are positive and highlight the music and subsequent awards and achievements of these talented stars; for example, eight Billboard hits in a single year by a female is a record held by Minaj. Criticisms and reviews of the artists' works are included, such as how Kid Cudi can express his emotions with his music. Fans will find the personal aspects related to be of interest: H.E.R. heads a foundation to make musical instruments available to young women, and Lil Uzi Vert had a diamond imbedded in his forehead. Colorful photographs of these stars in action are interspersed throughout each volume, and these will be a draw for hip-hop enthusiasts. However, the very detailed narratives make for tedious reads and will only appeal to the most ardent information-seeking fan. VERDICT Where there is a demand for biographies on hip-hop artists, these volumes will suffice. Selectors should consider the need. Copyright 2022 Reed Business Information.Publisher's Description: This biography highlights the life and accomplishments of Kid Cudi, covering his early life, inspiration to pursue music, and successes. With striking photographs and thought-provoking sidebars, the book brings to life Kid Cudi's career beginnings, breakout hits, and ventures into acting and fashion. Features include a timeline, glossary, online resources, source notes, and an index. Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards. Essential Library is an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a division of ABDO.
9780063353848 A Language of Dragons Williamson, S F HS School Library Journal Starred, 12/31/2024 Gr 9 Up—A compelling fantasy debut that centers around Vivien Featherswallow, a young linguist skilled in both human and Dragon languages. In alternate 1923 London, Vivien's life takes an unexpected turn when her family is accused of treason, thrusting her into a treacherous world of politics and warfare as she struggles to protect them. She is forced to work as a codebreaker at Bletchley Park deciphering Dragon communications. Through Vivien's journey, the novel explores the transformative power of language and the profound role it plays in connecting cultures and bridging divides. What sets this book apart is its exploration of language as more than mere communication. The author masterfully demonstrates how language embodies cultural values, traditions, and even political ideologies. Vivien's interactions with both human and Dragon societies reveal a nuanced understanding of how words can shape, heal, and also destroy. The political backdrop of the novel adds layers of urgency and relevance, mirroring modern-day discussions about identity, diplomacy, and understanding in a divided world. At its core, this novel celebrates the beauty of communication and the bravery it takes to seek mutual understanding in turbulent times. VERDICT For readers who appreciate fantasy with philosophical depth, this novel is a must-read, offering both a gripping plot and a meditation on the importance of words and empathy in a fractured world.—Jessica Calaway Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.Publishers Weekly, 12/01/2024 Having grown up in an alternate 1923 England defined by a tenuous peace that sees human and dragon relations tightly regulated, 17-year-old Vivien Featherswallow—a polyglot who speaks three human and six dragon languages—dreams of becoming a draconic translator. When her scholar parents are arrested on charges of subversion and civil disobedience, Vivien’s impulsive reaction inadvertently sparks conflict between the government and rebel factions. She is presented the opportunity to earn her family’s freedom by joining a secret government project to crack certain draconic secrets, such as their ability to communicate via echolocation, at Bletchley Park. There Vivien unexpectedly reunites with an estranged friend and tentatively connects with fellow recruits. But as war rages on, secrets are revealed, alliances are tested, and boundaries are pushed, forcing Vivien to choose between duty and familial loyalty. Debut author Williamson’s alternate history adventure mixes fantasy with reality, reimagining WWII codebreaking as a magical and enigmatic institution. Friendship, romance, and the intricacies of linguistics and militant espionage infused with a dystopian vibe and a heavy dose of dragons wrap up this sweeping epic of treachery, desperation, and ambition. Vivien is of Bulgarian and English descent. Ages 13–up. (Jan.)
9781532196171 Lil Uzi Vert: Emo Rap Pioneer Henzel, Cynthis Kennedy HS School Library Journal, 03/31/2022 Gr 7–10—The lives and careers of several popular hip-hop artists are chronicled in these detailed accounts. Readers learn how the subjects' interests in rap and hip-hop developed at an early age and how each was able to launch careers through digital media and connections in the music industry. The texts do not shy from the difficult aspects of the artists' lives, such as the poverty that Eminem and The Weeknd endured, the child abuse suffered by Nicki Minaj, and the drug problems all four male rappers encountered. However, the narratives are positive and highlight the music and subsequent awards and achievements of these talented stars; for example, eight Billboard hits in a single year by a female is a record held by Minaj. Criticisms and reviews of the artists' works are included, such as how Kid Cudi can express his emotions with his music. Fans will find the personal aspects related to be of interest: H.E.R. heads a foundation to make musical instruments available to young women, and Lil Uzi Vert had a diamond imbedded in his forehead. Colorful photographs of these stars in action are interspersed throughout each volume, and these will be a draw for hip-hop enthusiasts. However, the very detailed narratives make for tedious reads and will only appeal to the most ardent information-seeking fan. VERDICT Where there is a demand for biographies on hip-hop artists, these volumes will suffice. Selectors should consider the need. Copyright 2022 Reed Business Information.Booklist, 06/30/2022 Grades 6-10 - "The eye-catching, attention-grabbing biographies in the Hip-Hop Artists series (6 new titles) pack in lots of information. Each book begins with a career-defining event and brief coverage of early influences before switching to detailed career recaps: dates when songs dropped, sales, awards, collaborations, media appearances, feuds, fans, public personas, and critical reception. Lil Uzi Vert discusses how this rapper first went viral via the streaming platform Sound Cloud and is now known for his exuberant stage performances, charisma, and forward fashion. Full-page, color photos appear throughout each volume along with numerous sidebars that offer interesting background information. Back matter includes a time line, glossary, recommended resources, chapter notes, and fast facts. Current through 2021, these quick reads will spice up biography collections."
9780823455638 Many Voices: Building Erie, the Canal that Changed AmericaLawlor, Laurie HS School Library Journal Starred, 06/30/2025 Gr 5 Up—A social history for young people that seeks to explain the complex interplay of political, technological, cultural, and economic forces that culminated in the creation of the Erie Canal. The canal connecting the Atlantic Ocean with the Great Lakes opened in 1825 after almost a decade of construction and a cost of $7,000,000 ($185 million in today's terms). Lawlor situates the canal in the geopolitical and social factors that contributed to its development, reveals the extraordinary costs in human, natural, and technological resources that made the 363 mile–long waterway a reality, and illustrates the far-ranging repercussions that the canal has had on individual lives and on American society over the last 200 years. Her narrative stays true to the goal encapsulated in the title, that of centering the voices of the many Indigenous, enslaved, and immigrant peoples who experienced profound loss and change from this marvel of engineering and economic progress. The final chapters give some consideration to the ecological implications of the canal and the industrialization that sprang up in the wake of its creation. An extensive bibliography for further reading rounds out the narrative, as well as source notes, a glossary, a time line, and an index. VERDICT This story of one of the most pivotal engineering accomplishments in U.S. history, told from diverse perspectives, is highly recommended for middle and high school collections.—Kelly Kingrey-Edwards Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.Booklist, 01/31/2025 Grades 4-7 - "This account of the 1825 Erie Canal first sets up historic and geographic context, but not through a traditional Manifest Destiny lens. Instead of lauding western submission of the wilderness, the text acknowledges the Indigenous peoples that populated the lands stretching east to Lake Ontario and the land grabs that broke treaties, resulting in widespread Native American deaths, displacements, and enslavement. Once construction started, thousands of enslaved individuals from Africa worked alongside impoverished immigrants to hack the 40-foot-wide, 7-foot-deep canal using shovels, axes, and notoriously unreliable gunpowder. Political wrangling persisted, but once completed, the canal was a marvel that energized the new country. Like the internet, the canal sparked tremendous connectivity, communication, and economic growth. Essentially abandoned once outdated, local concerns, occasionally headed by Indigenous groups, have worked to resurrect portions of the canal and restore ecological balance. Maps, illustrations, and numerous contemporary eyewitness accounts support the text, and report writers will appreciate the robust bibliography. This is an accessible account of a crucial, but often overlooked, phenomenon of American history."
9781665939799 Mindworks: An Uncanny Compendium of Short Fiction Shusterman, Neal HS Booklist, 10/31/2025 Grades 8-12 - "Containing nearly all of the short stories spanning his decades-long career, plus four brand new tales, Shusterman’s body of work is well-known and has a little something for everyone. In his introduction, Shusterman explains that each piece has been revised to reflect relevant technology and evolving social change. This may be of interest to those already familiar with his oldest work, while remaining pertinent to new audiences. This cabinet of curiosities is organized by unifying themes, rather than chronological order, allowing readers to pick and choose which stories they’re most interested in. “Forces of Nature,” “I’m Not Myself Today,” and two new stories from the world of Scythe (2016)—under the descriptive banner “You Reap What You Sow”—are just some of the categories readers have to look forward to. With several adaptations of his work on the way and other stories on the horizon, Shusterman shows no signs of slowing down. This collection is a solid choice to dive into his sprawling catalog or revisit the classics of yesteryear, which remain as relevant as ever."School Library Journal, 09/30/2025 Gr 7 Up—An inventive collection of speculative fiction that includes 43 stories, ranging from laugh-out-loud funny to weird and unusual, and to utterly horrifying. Spanning science fiction, dystopian, and horror, these uncanny tales pose philosophical and ethical questions in a way unique to Shusterman. A visit to a museum in Mexico turns sinister when a girl's young brother goes missing, resulting in some oddly petulant weather. A boy resorts to violence when a virtual reality game consumes the livelihood of his parents. A family's "most wonderful time of the year" is threatened by one rather anthropomorphic tree. A troubled student's fearless nature soon becomes his worst nightmare. The collection closes with two tales that return to the "Arc of a Scythe" universe. The author is a master at building unprecedented dystopian worlds that are engaging and make his books compulsively readable. VERDICT This one is a can't miss for fans of Shusterman.—Amanda Harding Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.
9780593901281 My Life as an Internet Novel Han-Ryeo, Yu HS Booklist, 09/30/2025 Grades 6-10 - "Dani is fighting the urge to fall in love with the internet-novel world in this hilariously sweet manhwa. Avid reader Dani spends the night before her first day of middle school devouring a romance, only to find herself waking up in another world. Now she's costarring in an internet novel taking place at Jijon (Epic) Middle School where there is a heroine (beautiful and smart next-door neighbor Yeoryung) and associated love interests (the handsome four kings) plus frenemies galore. Dani knows all the tropes and plots twists, so she’ll surely not fall in love, too—right? Hyeon and Han-Ryeo’s delightful webtoon is now available in print, and the vertical-scrolling format has been carefully remixed into a book format with the colorful backgrounds and cute character illustrations reproduced in fantastic quality. Yeoryung, for instance, is encircled in vibrant indigo and violet flowers as striking as her purple eyes. Dani’s adventures are darling and daring in this charming choice perfect for tween readers navigating new worlds of love and friendship."Kirkus Review, 09/14/2025 A girl is suddenly dropped into an internet romance novel in this translated work from South Korea, which was originally published online. Fourteen-year-old Dani Hahm wakes up to a very strange first day of middle school. Her uniform is completely different, and she doesn’t recognize Yeoryeong, the gorgeous girl who shows up to walk with her to school. Her classmates at her new school are exceptionally attractive but have “weird hair and eye colors” that “aren’t typical for a Korean.” When she’s introduced to some popular guys who are known as the Four Heavenly Kings, she realizes that she’s no longer in the real world. Yeoryeong—who says she’s her best friend—is the main character of this story, and Dani is fated to be her sidekick. Time passes, and Dani finally accepts Yeoryeong as her best friend—but she can’t relax. Dani knows that none of this is real, and she keeps waiting for the real drama to begin. The highlight of the story, which contains flashbacks, is the friendship between Dani and Yeoryeong; their chemistry shines, hinting at a romantic relationship. At times laugh-out-loud funny and amusingly self-aware about the internet-novel conventions it explores, this manhwa, which collects episodes 1–16 of the original story, is illustrated in full color and includes occasional footnotes that explain Korean terms and cultural references. An entertaining journey into the world of internet novels. (Graphic fantasy romance. 12-18)
9781532196188 Nicki Manaj: Pop Rap Icon Murray, Laura K HS Booklist, 06/30/2022 Grades 6-10 - "The eye-catching, attention-grabbing biographies in the Hip-Hop Artists series (6 new titles) pack in lots of information. Each book begins with a career-defining event and brief coverage of early influences before switching to detailed career recaps: dates when songs dropped, sales, awards, collaborations, media appearances, feuds, fans, public personas, and critical reception. In Nicki Minaj, readers learn that Minaj fought her way to the top by constantly evolving and surprising fans and critics alike, fearlessly broadcasting her opinions and taking up social causes. Full-page, color photos appear throughout each volume along with numerous sidebars that offer interesting background information. Back matter includes a time line, glossary, recommended resources, chapter notes, and fast facts. Current through 2021, these quick reads will spice up biography collections."School Library Journal, 03/31/2022 Gr 7–10—The lives and careers of several popular hip-hop artists are chronicled in these detailed accounts. Readers learn how the subjects' interests in rap and hip-hop developed at an early age and how each was able to launch careers through digital media and connections in the music industry. The texts do not shy from the difficult aspects of the artists' lives, such as the poverty that Eminem and The Weeknd endured, the child abuse suffered by Nicki Minaj, and the drug problems all four male rappers encountered. However, the narratives are positive and highlight the music and subsequent awards and achievements of these talented stars; for example, eight Billboard hits in a single year by a female is a record held by Minaj. Criticisms and reviews of the artists' works are included, such as how Kid Cudi can express his emotions with his music. Fans will find the personal aspects related to be of interest: H.E.R. heads a foundation to make musical instruments available to young women, and Lil Uzi Vert had a diamond imbedded in his forehead. Colorful photographs of these stars in action are interspersed throughout each volume, and these will be a draw for hip-hop enthusiasts. However, the very detailed narratives make for tedious reads and will only appeal to the most ardent information-seeking fan. VERDICT Where there is a demand for biographies on hip-hop artists, these volumes will suffice. Selectors should consider the need. Copyright 2022 Reed Business Information.
9781506705408 Overwatch: Anthology Burns, Matt HS *Nonfiction= No formal reviews  Publisher's Description: Your favorite Overwatch® heroes' backstories are revealed in this anthology from Dark Horse Books and Blizzard Entertainment®!From Soldier: 76 to Ana, Tracer to Symmetra, discover the history behind Overwatch's heroes. How did Bastion become part of the team? Why did Ana Amari disappear? Where did Tracer get her catchphrase? Learn all this and more in this hardcover anthology of the first twelve issues of Blizzard's Overwatch comics, written and illustrated by an all-star creative team including Matt Burns, Robert Brooks, Micky Neilson, Nesskain, Bengal, and more. Whether you're an Overwatch novice or a Grandmaster, this is an essential companion! • Reveals backstories and new details about Overwatch's heroes. • Essential companion to the international best-selling game Overwatch! • Overwatch has won 100+ Game of the Year awards! • Overwatch is a global phenomenon with 30 million players!• Includes short stories by World of Warcraft: Chronicle writers Robert Brooks and Matt Burns!
9780764371332 Paper Flower Magic: Techniques and Projects to Sculpt Your Own Garden of Realistic BloomsJansson, Sofia Vusir HS *Nonfiction= only one formal review Publishers Weekly, 01/18/2026 Artist Jansson (Hidden Winter) offers a dazzling guide to creating crepe paper flowers. In 15 projects, Jansson demonstrates the twists and folds that differentiate anemones from peonies, or poppies from bluebells, resulting in paper flowers that are not just an imitation of the real thing but beautiful objects themselves. Her goal, she writes, isn’t to fashion thoroughly realistic flowers but to create work that “captures the feeling of the living and organic in the natural kingdom that sometimes actually surpasses reality.” Jansson instructs crafters to prepare the different parts of the flower before beginning assembly—cutting pieces of crepe paper in the shape of leaves and petals, giving them realistic structure by shaping them with a dowel, and covering wire with a strip of green paper to create a stem. Crafters can add depth to the petals and leaves with markers and dyes. Paper flowers are constructed from the inside out, Jansson explains, beginning with a stem and a pistil, followed by petals and leaves. The volume is beginner-friendly, but those who have made paper flowers before will especially appreciate the breadth of templates, from water lilies and sweet peas, to geraniums and irises. Crafters will be inspired. Photos. (Feb.)Publisher Description: Learn to grow your own "garden" of realistic crepe-paper blooms with 15 gorgeous projects, plus expert techniques. Discover the unique, mindful art of paper flower making with a book that blends inspiration with hardworking techniques and skill-building projects that set you up for success. Guided by renowned paper florist, designer, and instructor Sofia Vusir Jansson, you’ll learn to create blooms that delight the senses while expressing your own personal style. The book includes • illustrated guides to creating realistic sepals, pistils, stems, petals, and leaves for paper flowers; • tips on adding color to your creations, using watercolor baths, dry and oil pastels, markers, and kitchen staples such as coffee and tea; • step-by-step projects for 15 realistic crepe-paper blooms, including lily, sunflower, poppy, anemone, bluebell, pansy, sweet pea, peony, geranium, iris, cosmos, dog rose, delphinium, clover, and acacia; and • detailed materials lists and full-size templates for each project. Whether you’re a floral designer wanting to create blooms that never fade, a paper artist in need of a challenge, or a mixed-media fan wanting to test your skills in a new medium, this book is a must-have addition to your library.
9781335012876 Romance Rivalry Lee, Susan HS Booklist, 04/30/2025 Grades 9-12 - "Irene Park has had a hard time standing out in high school, unless it’s behind a phone screen talking about romance books. With over a million followers on her Instagram account, where she reviews romance novels, Irene is determined to make a name for herself at college and to find love, especially since she’s in the running for a big sponsorship with a South Korean dating app. The only problem is that she’s never been on a date—but Irene plans to use her understanding of romance tropes to find real love. Upping the stakes is a steamy competition with fellow romance-reviewer Aiden, who’s also up for the sponsorship. Lee crafts a wonderfully romantic book that explores the complexities of social media and dating in college. While Irene’s hopes for succeeding at Brighton College on multiple fronts fall a little shorter than she bargained for, readers will find her academic and romantic trials relatable. A fun introduction to romance tropes for older YA readers and those interested in exploring the genre."Kirkus Reviews Starred, 03/14/2025 “Late bloomer” Irene Park had an uneventful social life in high school, but things are different online. With over a million followers for her @irene.loves.love.books social media channel, she’s a popular romance novel reviewer. She’s even eyeing an impressive, potentially life-changing brand sponsorship from a South Korean dating app, which might help her stand out in her family as more than just the “the awkward middle child.” At Brighton College in Southern California, Irene feels closer to her dream of becoming a book editor. But Aiden Jeon, or @aidentheguyreadsromance, who’s also Korean American, arrives on the online romance book scene and starts criticizing her reviews. She grudgingly admits that he has cute dimples, but his loyal and vocal followers make her question her own credibility as a romance expert, possibly threatening the dating app deal. Irene decides she needs to fall in love and experience real romance, using her favorite tropes to help her plan come to fruition. But she immediately hits some speed bumps, including the discovery that Aiden attends Brighton too—and that their literature professor has paired them as project partners for the semester. The leads’ banter is witty, charming, and amusing, and Irene’s fresh narration incorporates vocabulary from the online book reviewing lexicon. Lee adds to the fun by using popular romance tropes as chapter titles and interspersing excerpts from Irene’s and Aiden’s book reviews throughout. Clever and delightful; a standout in the genre. (romance glossary) (Romance. 14-18)
9780063287617 The Rose Wood Hunt Reed, MacKenzie HS School Library Journal From 10/01/2023 Copyright 2023 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 9 Up— Lily Rosewood is her grandmother's favorite—and has always dreamed of leading the family's fashion business. Living with Gram, she wants to learn everything she can to take over the business one day. But when Gram unexpectedly dies, Lily feels lost and confused. She is banned from her home, Gram's mansion, and her belongings are locked up along with the mansion. After Lily moves in with her uncle and cousin Daisy, she receives a note from Gram written in invisible ink, like a childhood game they used to play. One note leads to another as Lily follows a set of clues. She is surprised to find that three other teens are also joining her in the treasure hunt. Each message sends Lily, Leo, Quinn, and Caleb to a new location in town, hopefully leading them to her grandmother's fortune. However, along the way, the teens find that they have competition to find the treasure. The question is, who will find it first and inherit Gram's fortune? This fast-paced mystery is a treasure hunt that includes family betrayals, greed, diversity, and a little romance. It would appeal to old-school mystery lovers. VERDICT This mystery will grab the attention of readers from the start as it takes them along a trail of clues. An excellent addition to library collections for teens that will satisfy genre fans.— Nancy HawkinsALA Booklist (10/1/23) Reed's impressive debut reads as a fun, updated version of The Westing Game, full of family secrets, intrigue, betrayal, and a good helping of teen angst and romance. Lily Rosewood had it all, but the past year has shown her how quickly it can all be taken away. Her father is dead, her mother gone, her supposed friends have abandoned her, and she's broke. All she has left is Gram, the matriarch of the Rosewood family and head of its illustrious luxury coat brand til she loses Gram, too. Now she has to live with her hateful cousin, and instead of an inheritance, she has a riddle that leads to three random teens, one of whom is her former best friend. The treasure-hunt thread is full of excitement and danger, but it's the motley crew's slowly building relationships that comprise the heart of the book. Financial need and the letters from Gram are what bring them together, but through their adventure, they learn that what's missing from their lives is so much more than money.
9780316600262 The Same Backward as Forward Barnes, Jennifer Lynn HS Next in series Kirkus Review, 03/14/2026 This love story told through two perspectives requires readers to flip the book over to read both Hannah’s and Toby’s sides of their romance. Hannah Rooney is the reserved daughter of a ruthless crime boss who desperately wants out of the family business and its endless cycle of violence. Tobias Hawthorne II is the troubled only son in a rich, enigmatic family; he’s regarded as a disappointment and is unhappy despite his privilege. Their lives go up in flames one night, and tragedy brings them together. Hannah reluctantly uses her budding nursing skills to aid an injured Toby, who’s lost his memory. Slowly, a forbidden romance blossoms between the two seeming enemies whose unlikely bond forms over being outcasts in their respective warring families. Barnes’ signature style—snappy dialogue and clever puzzle-solving—situate Toby and Hannah’s relationship firmly in the world of the bestselling Inheritance Games series (Hannah’s version of events was published as a novella in the 2024 compilation Games Untold). However, this prequel’s romance is lackluster, formulaic, and mostly redundant, seeming to ride the coattails of the previous books. Still, it will serve as a fun diversion for those already familiar with the main series’ plot and characters; for the uninitiated, it feels as if half the story—and a more exciting one at that—is hinted at but left off the page. Main characters present white. Sure to satisfy as an amuse-bouche for die-hard series fans. (Romance. 14-18)Common Sense Media: 13+ Fans of the series will enjoy this sixth installment even though it's a bit lop-sided. Hannah's point of view inThe Same Backward as Forward may feel to some like it's rehashing familiar territory because the events are pretty well-documented in the series, and Hannah as a narrator doesn't offer much in the way of new insights. Toby's point of view is where the writing really shines, offering new insights as well as a chance to get to know a minor but important character in a lot more depth. As to be expected, there are still some puzzles to be solved, though not as many as there are in other volumes. The puzzles themselves will be familiar to series veterans because they appeared before in the earlier books. It's refreshing to get away from the dazzling world of the ultra-wealthy for a while, although we never forget the long reach and endless resources of Tobias, Sr. The main appeal for teens will probably be the love-hate relationship at the heart of the story, which adds some zing and humor to an otherwise pretty gloomy story.
9780226141886 Selected Poems of Garcilaso de la Vega: A Bilingual EditionDe la Vega, Garcilaso HS No formal reviews Publisher Description Garcilaso de la Vega (ca. 1501–36), a Castilian nobleman and soldier at the court of Charles V, lived a short but glamorous life. As the first poet to make the Italian Renaissance lyric style at home in Spanish, he is credited with beginning the golden age of Spanish poetry. Known for his sonnets and pastorals, gracefully depicting beauty and love while soberly accepting their passing, he is shown here also as a calm student of love’s psychology and a critic of the savagery of war. This bilingual volume is the first in nearly two hundred years to fully represent Garcilaso for an Anglophone readership. In facing-page translations that capture the music and skill of Garcilaso’s verse, John-Dent Young presents the sonnets, songs, elegies, and eclogues that came to influence generations of poets, including San Juan de la Cruz, Luis de Leon, Cervantes, and Góngora. The Selected Poems of Garcilaso de la Vega will help to explain to the English-speaking public this poet’s preeminence in the pantheon of Spanish letters.
9798400904776 Solo Leveling: Ragnarok Brix HS Next in series; only one formal reviewBooklist, 07/31/2026 Grades 9-12 - "Sooho Sung, 21, has just been accepted into art school. His parents, Jinwoo and Haein, have been missing for a few years, but Sooho is determined to lead a normal life. The world has other plans: gates open anew, magical beasts pour out once more, and humans begin to awaken. The son of the Shadow Monarch must awaken as well, but his path is different from other hunters. With Beru at his side, Sooho begins leveling through a system devised to harness the powers of his father and protect the earth from the newest invasion. For readers who enjoyed the first series of Solo Leveling, this second installment has much of the same draw as the original: intense fighting sequences, new skills to learn, dungeons to explore, loot to pillage, and lots more Beru. Sooho is a similar protagonist but distinctive enough from Jinwoo that this doesnÕt feel like a complete rehash of the same material. A new creative team from the same studio and this strong start promises some freshness alongside faithfulness to the original fans love."
9798400904790 Solo Leveling Ragnarok:2 Brix HS Next in series; only one formal reviewBooklist, 07/31/2026 Grades 9-12 - "Sooho Sung, 21, has just been accepted into art school. His parents, Jinwoo and Haein, have been missing for a few years, but Sooho is determined to lead a normal life. The world has other plans: gates open anew, magical beasts pour out once more, and humans begin to awaken. The son of the Shadow Monarch must awaken as well, but his path is different from other hunters. With Beru at his side, Sooho begins leveling through a system devised to harness the powers of his father and protect the earth from the newest invasion. For readers who enjoyed the first series of Solo Leveling, this second installment has much of the same draw as the original: intense fighting sequences, new skills to learn, dungeons to explore, loot to pillage, and lots more Beru. Sooho is a similar protagonist but distinctive enough from Jinwoo that this doesnÕt feel like a complete rehash of the same material. A new creative team from the same studio and this strong start promises some freshness alongside faithfulness to the original fans love."



ISBN Title Author ES/MS/HS Notes (if needed) Review #1 Review #2
9798890030764 Such Lovely Skin Schlote-Bonne, Tatiana HS Booklist, 08/31/2024 Grades 9-12 - "Viv is responsible for her baby sister’s death. She’s kept the details of the accident secret from everyone, including her parents and best friend, since Riley died three months ago. If Viv can reboot her Twitch channel, where she’s a horror gamer girl, she can grow her audience and eventually provide for her parents—an attempt to somewhat make up for what happened with Riley. She downloads a new horror game to try out, but when an NPC (nonplayer character) asks her for a dark secret, Viv tells it about that night, accidentally unleashing a demon doppelgänger into her life. No one believes that it isn’t the real Viv telling horrible lies and attacking people—except for the cute goth outcast, Ash. With his help, Viv tries to set right the tangled mess her doppelgänger has created, but doing so will mean finally admitting the truth about what happened to Riley. Schlote-Bonne’s debut novel moves fast and doesn’t slow down. Fans of Five Nights at Freddy’s and other horror games will undoubtedly binge this jump scare–filled story."Kirkus Review, 07/14/2024 The game knows her darkest secret—and it might be trying to kill her. Wracked with guilt over her little sister’s recent death, 17-year-old Vivian Reynolds leaps at the opportunity to play an online escape room horror game called Locked In that was anonymously emailed to her. In hopes that her return to streaming will help financially support her parents, Viv starts a practice playthrough by herself to test the waters. When the game asks her to confess a secret, Viv admits that she killed her sister. Uncanny events follow in the aftermath of her surreptitious confession, resulting in her parents and peers losing trust in her. With the help of Ash, a fellow social outcast, Viv becomes sure that a demonic clone is trying to ruin her life by committing heinous acts in her name. Told in Viv’s first-person perspective, the story has an eeriness that’s complemented by quippy jokes and gaming references. The plot twists are numerous and satisfying, helping to build suspense as readers try to figure out the mystery. Classic horror imagery is paired with a flawed protagonist who reckons with the guilt and grief caused by her habit of lying and her obsession with streaming. Viv’s mom is white, and her dad is Japanese American; Ash reads white. A fast-paced supernatural mystery ideal for fans of horror games. (content warning) (Horror. 15-18)
9781250337702 They Call Her Regret Desamours, Channelle HS Kirkus Review, 11/30/2025 Simone Washington is turning 18, and she wants to throw the spookiest party ever for her Pinegrove Academy friends. She’s planning to hold a sleepover at a cabin in the woods near Yearwood Lake. Popularly known as Doll’s Head Lake, the locale is reputed to be haunted by a ghost and is littered with the body parts of dolls that people leave as offerings. The setting is perfect for creepy campfire stories and scary pranks, but the party takes a terrible turn when Simone does something that costs her best friend, Kira, her life. Hoping to undo the damage, she makes a deal with Regret, a cursed witch who’s trapped at the lake: If Simone can free the witch in 14 days, she’ll save Kira and erase her own regrets too. Every morning a doll named Gabby Greta counts down the days, reminding Simone that the clock is ticking. This atmospheric story leads Simone on a quest that involves searching the town archives and conducting unsettling interviews with local elders. While unearthing the tragic past, she’s forced to confront her own history. Desamours’ sophomore novel, which centers on a Black cast, features an intriguing historical ghost story that mirrors contemporary events. She includes plenty of red herrings and misdirection, carefully doling the clues out in a way that maintains a strong, suspenseful forward momentum and respects readers’ deductive reasoning skills. Suspenseful and well-paced; a strong addition to the genre. (Horror. 13-18)School Library Journal, 11/30/2025 Gr 9 Up—Simone's life has been turned upside down in recent years. With her mother absent, her close friend Trenton killed in a hit-and-run, and growing suspicions about her best friend Kira's boyfriend Rich, Simone is determined to protect the friendship that means the most to her. Believing Rich may be unfaithful, Simone hosts her birthday party at a remote cabin notorious for its eerie history. Local legend warns of a ghost named Regret said to haunt the nearby lake. Simone hopes the setting will provide both a memorable party and the opportunity to catch Rich in the act. However, when the moment arrives, events take a terrifying turn and Simone encounters Regret herself. Offered the chance to rewrite the ending of her story, Simone must fulfill the ghost's unsettling demands within two weeks—or risk losing everything. As Simone works to unravel the truth behind Regret and the town's buried secrets, the plot unfolds with relentless pace. While Desamours's (Needy Little Things) brisk narrative occasionally limits character development, the suspense, atmosphere, and steady stream of twists will keep readers captivated, and the deliciously creepy conclusion satisfies. Most of the central characters cued Black. VERDICT Highly recommended for high school and teen horror collections.—Mandy Laferriere Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.
9780063327795 Unordinary:4 Uru-Chan HS Next in series Publisher Description: The action-packed series from the #1 digital comic platform WEBTOON concludes in this epic finale where secrets are exposed, powers will be unleashed, and a new King will be crowned! This hardcover edition features exclusive chibi case art! As John’s true powers are revealed, he secretly begins to take revenge on Wellston High’s elite students and take the title of King by force. Under his rule, Wellston descends into fear and chaos, with students too terrified to oppose him. Seraphina, now powerless, grows increasingly concerned about John’s violent behavior. John, consumed by anger and paranoia, refuses to trust anyone. His brutal reign isolates him further, leaving former royals and students powerless against his unchecked dominance. John is King. Wellston High bends to his will. Yet, with all his power, why does his victory feel so hollow?
9780063353862 A War of Wyverns Williamson, S F HS Next in series; pre-order for 12/22/26Kirkus Review, 12/31/2025 The stakes are high as full-blown war pits dragon against human. In the series opener, A Language of Dragons (2025), set in a fantastical alternate 1923 London where dragons live alongside people, aspiring Draconic Translator Viven Featherswallow accidentally ignited a war. She landed at Bletchley Park, deciphering rebel dragon communications for a government she wasn’t sure she could trust. In this second entry, Vivien has not only joined the resistance, she’s become “London’s most wanted rebel.” Propelled by grief over a love she’s lost, fear for a sister she hopes to keep safe, and skepticism toward her political leaders, Vivien tentatively sets out to crack a sacred, nearly untranslatable language. In the process, she immerses herself in the world of the distrustful Hebridean Wyverns, whose lives and culture may open her eyes to new ways of being. The secondary cast, including Vivien’s love interest, are thinly characterized, and some plot elements feel derivative of other popular YA genre fiction works. But Vivien’s changing understanding of translation as a tool for both communication and oppression remains compelling, and her fight to find her place in the world and the revolution forms the heartbeat of the book. Though comparisons to the popular dragon-rider romance Fourth Wing by Rebecca Yarros are inevitable, readers who were drawn to the complex draconic politics of Rachel Hartman’s Seraphina may find more to sink their teeth into here. Characters largely read white. An uneven but ultimately gripping sequel. (author’s note) (Historical fantasy. 14-18)
9781036116545 Wives of Henry VIII Carey-Bunning, Jessica HS *Nonfiction; no formal reviews Publisher Description: A revisionist study of Henry VIII’s six wives reveals overlooked details, fresh perspectives, and nuanced historical insights. The Wives of Henry VIII: Rethinking the Stories Behind the Symbols examines some of the small details about the six wives of Henry VIII that are often overlooked. This book is a revisionist close study that moves beyond the traditional narratives to present fresh, more nuanced perspectives. Focusing on significant moments and aspects that inform and showcase who these women were. Throughout these chapters, new research, fresh analysis, and remarkable discoveries come together to offer a deeper understanding of the women we know as the Six Wives of Henry VIII. We begin with a re-evaluation of Catherine of Aragon’s name through the lens of her family history and how it shaped her life, followed by an analysis of Catherine’s financial situation after the annulment. Anne Boleyn is considered in relation to her role in the Chateau Vert pageant, followed by an analysis of her use of French and English gable hoods, which includes a discussion of an incredible, newly discovered contemporary image of Anne. Jane Seymour’s religion and unpopularity are each examined in turn to uncover fresh perspectives on Henry’s third queen. Anna of Cleves’s adaption to life in England is discussed, followed by her life and status under Edward VI and Mary I. Katherine Howard’s performance of queenship is re-evaluated, as well as the connections between herself and and her cousin, Anne Boleyn. Finally, apocryphal tales of Kateryn Parr’s rise to the throne are reassessed, followed by an examination of how close she came to arrest and execution.
9781571315687 You Are Here: Poetry in the Natural World Limon, Ada HS Only one formal review Publishers Weekly, 03/17/2024 Gathered by U.S. poet laureate Limón (The Hurting Kind), this beautifully curated anthology of 50 previously unpublished poems challenges preconceptions about “nature poetry” as it meditates on humanity’s relationship to the planet. As Limón writes in the introduction: “these poems represent the full spectrum of how we human animals connect to the natural world.” The collection opens with Carrie Fountain’s wonderful “You Belong to the World”: “You belong/ to the world, animal. Deal with it. Even as/ the great abstractions come to take you away,/ the regrets, the distractions, you can at any second/ come back to the world to which you belong,/ the world you never left, won’t ever leave, cells/ forever, forever going through their changes.” Gabrielle Calvocoressi’s “An Inn For the Coven” provides a delightfully occult twist on the magic of life: “All our loves/ are witches too. Or warlocks. All/ our children and all our children./ Welcome. Water running in the/ brook.” In “To Think of Italy While Climbing the Saunders-Monticello Trail,” Kiki Petrosino offers a spare and haunting poem comprising four couplets that build to a devastating finale: “These mountains have given us/ so much & we// will not even give ourselves/ to each other.” This collection stands apart for the strength of its entries and the breadth of its superb meditations on a pressing theme. (Apr.)
9798886050905 Mortal Queens McCombs, Victoria HS Booklist, 02/14/2024 Grades 8-10 - "Once a year, a girl from the center island is chosen as the Mortal Queen of the Fae. Stories abound of the strange and beautiful creatures: what they and their realm are like and how lucky the Mortal Queen is. Thea badly wants to be this year’s queen, having heard splendid, romantic tales from her mother. When she's actually chosen, she’s delighted—but also terrified. On her first night in the realm, she’s poisoned by a potential ally and approached by a king. King Bastian has never been in love, she’s told, and she shouldn’t try for his heart, but she’s spellbound. As she gets used to her life as the Mortal Queen, she realizes that it’s not all power and luxury; the fae are playing a long game. It’s easy to feel as confused as Thea is by the fae realm. McCombs is a veteran, and what this story lacks a little in world building, it makes up in intrigue. The ongoing mystery of the Mortal Queens will keep readers hooked for a potential series."Kirkus Review, 12/31/2023 A teenage girl made high queen of the fae flails against time to save herself from the death sentenced imposed on every Mortal Queen. Each year, ambassadors from the mysterious fae realm come to the five islands to select a human girl to serve as their queen. Bronze-skinned Althea, who’s in her final year of eligibility, is shocked when her name is drawn. Sad to leave her twin, Cal, and younger brother, Malcom, but eager for the adventures and luxuries that await, Thea arrives at the fae court unprepared for the dangers ahead. Upon discovering that her fate is to live only two more years, Thea is determined to survive by tricking the six fae kings into granting her favors. With the help of newfound fae friends Talen and Odette, Thea attempts to outmaneuver the wily fae, uncover the truth about her missing mother, and escape before her time is up. Without substantial worldbuilding, McCombs’ efforts to create drama through court intrigue and alliances fall flat, with conflicts arising and quickly being resolved without furthering the plot. The uneven and at times baffling narrative pacing results in a slow slog for readers. A lukewarm insta-romance with Bastian, a fae king who’s supposedly “incapable of love,” does little to heat up the story. Human and fae characters are diverse in appearance. An underdeveloped high fantasy that fails to deliver. (power structure chart) (Fantasy. 13-18)
9781668236567 Theo of Golden Levi, Allen HS Common Sense Media Age 12+ Despite a slow start, this novel grabs hold of the heart in both wrenching and uplifting ways. After a gentle beginning, this tale builds a memorable cast of characters and their respective stories while emphasizing the importance of listening and being seen. The character relationships, particularly between Theo and Asher and Ellen, are well-constructed and emotionally rich. If the book suffers from anything, the lack of tension and conflict for most of the story can feel like a bit of a slog to get through—but Allen Levi's artful reveals offer a satisfying payoff that illustrate the core themes. There's plenty of sadness and loss detailed throughout these pages, to be sure, but there's also plenty of heartening, sweet moments that make the story memorable. Readers who choose to spend time with Theo during his year in Golden are likely to enjoy their stay.Publisher's Description: One spring morning, a stranger named Theo arrives in the small Southern city of Golden. He doesn’t explain much about where he came from or why he’s there—but when he visits the local coffeehouse, where pencil portraits of the people of Golden hang on the walls, he begins purchasing them, one at a time, and giving each portrait to the person depicted. In exchange, he asks only for the person’s story. And so portrait by portrait, person by person, secrets are revealed, regrets are shared, and ordinary lives are profoundly altered. A story of giving and receiving, of seeing and being seen, Theo of Golden is an unforgettable novel about the power of generosity, the importance of connection, and the quiet miracles that happen when we choose kindness and wonder.
9781621841296 Dust Swanson, Kara HS Booklist Starred Reviews, 09/30/2020 Grades 8-12 - *Starred Review* Nineteen-year-old Californian orphan Claire has always been plagued by family secrets, from a strange medical condition that causes golden skin flakes and spontaneous combustion to her twin Connor’s eerie disappearance a few years ago. When clues about Connor’s whereabouts surface, Claire finds herself whisked off to London, the birthplace of Peter Pan, the cursed fairy tale, on which she blames her plights. Dust is the first in a new series about Earth and Neverland, two very different worlds under the same stars, told in Swanson’s exceptional prose through the points of view of jaded outcast Claire and a banished, aging Peter. A familiar yet reimagined cast of characters joins them, including princess Tiger Lily (here indigenous to Neverland, though her "tribe" reflects Native culture), James “Hook” Hocken, the Lost Boys, and the Darlings—with the notable exception of Tink, whose grisly death serves as a catalyst for the storyline. Hook and Pan vie for Claire’s allegiance—and her undiscovered powers—in an action-packed, twisted tale of grief, guilt, forgiveness, and loyalty to one’s core beliefs. Though Claire and Peter begin at odds, they soon learn in the face of danger and destruction that belonging, home, and family are more important than any bedtime story or discarded dream and that the forces pulling them together and apart may hold more truths about the secrets they’ve both kept for so long.School Library Journal, 06/30/2020 Gr 8 Up—Claire Kenton has been searching for her twin brother since he disappeared six years ago. No one believes that he was kidnapped but Claire knows Connor wouldn't have left her. Claire has a hard time getting close to people, especially since the dust that falls from her skin killed their last foster mom. Knowing how fascinated Connor was with Peter Pan, she takes off for London, where he was last seen. Unbeknownst to Claire, Neverland and Peter Pan are real and darker than she could ever imagine. Peter Pan is stuck in London with no way of returning to Neverland and aging by the day. He spends his days hiding from the Lost Boys, who have partnered with Captain Hook and his pirates. Feeling the loss of Tinkerbell, he works with Tiger Lily to figure out how they can return to Neverland. When Peter learns about Claire and the magic living within her very skin, he knows she's the key to returning to Neverland. The problem is how much she dislikes Peter Pan, and how little she believes in herself. Claire has realistic struggles, including having attempted suicide before the story begins. The book ends on a cliffhanger, setting up for a sequel. Most of the main characters are white, and Tiger Lily has ebony skin. VERDICT This twist on Peter Pan weaves in a little romance and some action and adventure.—Natalie Struecker, Cedar Rapids P.L., IA Copyright 2020 Reed Business Information.
9781621842187 Oathbound McCombs, Victoria HS Booklist, 01/31/2022 Grades 9-12 - "Ever since her father died, Emme has worked in the tavern, which is where her friend Arn, a pirate formerly in the kings's navy, tells her about a treasure on a mysterious island. Usually Emme refuses to join his quests, but this time, she pays attention because she has a secret: she is dying from the same disease that killed her father, and a rumored cure grows on that mysterious island. Despite her loathing for the sea, she joins Arn on his voyage, and he's happy to have her; she is the daughter of fierce pirate Arabella the Ruthless, though Emme wants none of that legacy. Meanwhile, Arn is in debt to dangerous Admiral Bones and needs that treasure to settle his account. Will their secrets put them in more danger? The narration rotates primarily between Emme and Arn, recounting a bevy of swashbuckling fights, narrow escapes, eerie sea magic, and enough adventure to keep readers breathlessly engrossed. Ideal for fans of plot-driven fantasies and, of course, pirates."Kirkus Review, 12/31/2021 Magic, piracy, and romance meet in this adventurous first entry in a new series. Emme hates everything to do with piracy, the water, and Arabella the Ruthless, her infamous pirate mother who left her family behind in search of a life of adventure. But when Emme discovers she has Paslkapi, her late father’s fatal illness, and that the only thing that can cure her lies across the seas on the fabled Island of Iilak, she has no choice but to join her best friend, Arn, and his pirate crew. Arn has an oathbind with a prize on his head, and finding a legendary buried treasure on an island far away seems like the only solution to save his life and make some money. Good thing he manages to convince Emme—who learned swordplay from her mother and whose knowledge of the sea is unmatched—to come along. Adventure, swashbuckling, and danger follow as Emme and Arn try to keep the truth about their motivations (and about the romantic feelings they are nursing) from each other. With a narrative that alternates between dark-haired, olive-skinned Emme and blond, blue-eyed Arn, this fast-paced novel is full of nonstop action, unexpected plot twists, mythical creatures, magic, and ghosts—as well as a slow-burn friends-to-lovers romance. It thoughtfully handles Emme’s complex feelings about her mother and the consequences of Arn’s ill-advised decisions in the buildup to the cliffhanger ending. Aye, this is a breezy and fun piratical tale. (Fantasy. 14-18)
978-1-917509-32-9 Managing Social Media Sanderson, Jennifer HS Kirkus Reviews If social media is inescapable, how can teens deal with itSanderson’s initial presentation of her subject is positive. She differentiates among types of social media, observing that online platforms have â��opened up new career opportunities,â�� â��enabled people to connect,â�� and allowed â��people to leave reviews of products or companies.â�� China has its â��own versionsâ�� of social media (there’s no mention of censorship). The statement that algorithms are a â��little like librariansâ�� is simplistic and misleading. Sanderson warns readers about some drawbacks, including peer pressure, deteriorating real-world social skills, cyberbullying, deepfakes, scams, and identity theft. The final section describes specific ways to use social media safely and what to do if you’re a victim. The last spread outlines the principles of good digital citizenship. Despite some cautions, the book dances around serious issues like echo chambers, manipulation of the electorate, and radicalization through hate speech. Readers also aren’t warned strongly enough about fake reviews or the improbability of influencing as a career, nor are they reminded thatthey are the product. The focus is on individual users’ responsibility, with little attention to industry or government regulation. The writing is accessible; sidebars highlight key pieces of information, and chapter summaries provide easy takeaways. Portions of this book are repeated, sometimes verbatim, in Sanderson’sDealing With Cyberbullying (2026).A limited introduction to social media’s potential for good, with some advice to help avoid harm. (picture credits, glossary, resources, index)(Nonfiction. 12-18)Publisher Description: Social media is a huge part of teen life, but this virtual social world can be full of problems. How can teens manage social media so that it helps, rather than harms, them? This essential teen guide explains everything young people need to know about the benefits and pitfalls of social media. Scenarios that outline potential issues when using social media explain to readers how to identify and manage problems such as social media addiction, cyberbullying, and scams, and studies into teen online activity highlight why learning to manage social media is a key skill for all teenagers today. This book explains different types of social media issues, from addiction to scams and cyberbullying. �How to Survive Online� features highlight problematic situations teens may find themselves in when they use social media, along with step-by-step actions they can take to manage those situations. Recaps of the online survival tools discussed in each chapter highlight their uses and benefits. This is an essential guide to managing social media for all teens.
978-1-917509-28-2 Dealing with Cyberbullying Sanderson, Jennifer HS Kirkus Reviews A quick overview of a topic that can, sadly, be a matter of life or deathAs Sanderson explains, possibilities for experiencing harm online are everywhere: Social media, gaming platforms, chatrooms, and bulletin boards allow friends and strangers to inflict hurt. Much of the book describes flaming, trolling, outing, doxxing, and other types of cyberbullying. Clear bullet-pointed lists in sidebars labeled â��Teen Need To Knowâ�� and â��How To Survive Onlineâ�� help with identifying and responding to bullying; tips offer hope and practical steps to support readers. Sanderson delves into the wide societal and personal (psychological and physical) costs of such behavior. She addresses what to do if you’re a victim, bystander, parent, or even perpetrator. Understanding cyberbullies’ motives can help victims cope. Potential consequences and methods of protection take up the last quarter of the book. Sanderson’s focus is on individual responsibility: She briefly suggests that regulations might help reduce such behavior, citing government legislation in the U.S. and abroad and media companies’ own efforts (although she doesn’t give the latter much close scrutiny). The final pages outline basic digital citizenship standards. Brevity, chapter summaries, varied typefaces and colors, ample photos, and a conversational writing style make this difficult subject more approachable. Some of the information is repeated throughout, so that even casual browsing is likely to be informative.A helpful introduction to online encounters with bullies. (picture credits, glossary, resources, index)(Nonfiction. 12-18)School Library Journal (1/4/26) From 04/01/2026 Copyright 2026 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. SANDERSON, Jennifer . Managing Social Media . ISBN 9781917509329 . SANDERSON, Jennifer . Spotting a Scam . ISBN 9781917509367 . SANDERSON, Jennifer . Understanding Deepfakes . ISBN 9781917509404 . ea vol: 48p. (Teen Online Survival Guides). Cheriton . Jan. 2026. Tr $34.65. Gr 6–10— This series equips young people with the skills needed to navigate online safely. Readers learn to recognize cyberbullying, online scams, deepfakes, and social media risks, as well as the health impacts of bullying and how social media algorithms shape online experiences. The books explain the many types of online scams and how deepfakes are created, providing essential background knowledge before introducing practical protection strategies, such as using strong passwords and avoiding the sharing of personal information over public Wi-Fi. Readers are guided toward becoming responsible digital citizens. Sidebars and large images break up the text and support reader understanding. Each book concludes with a glossary, a list of additional resources, and an index. VERDICT An important, practical series well suited for digital literacy collections.
978-1-917509-36-7 Spotting a Scam Sanderson, Jennifer HS Kirkus Reviews A light dose of common-sense advice for teens hoping to avoid online scamsWhile tallying a few general types of scams and other cybercrimes and citing a few high-profile examples, Sanderson familiarizes readers with some relevant vocabularyâ��like the difference betweenspear phishing,clone phishing, andangler phishingâ��and adds basic pointers on, for instance, not giving out personal information or friending strangers, confirming that charities are legitimate, and scrutinizing online retail sites. She emphasizes the vast scale of cybercrime, cites the (possibly surprising to readers) statistic that people under age 20 disproportionately fall victim to it, and urges those who have been scammed to gather evidence, talk to a trusted adult, and report incidents to the appropriate authorities. The final section, â��Be a Responsible Digital Citizen,â�� offers helpful general guidelines to live by. While the approach is somewhat bland, the repetition of information supports striving readers, and all teens should come away more aware that there are some bad, clever actors out thereâ��and what to do about them. Ample stock photos showing diverse young people, including a wheelchair user, add visual interest, and the varied layout, with information clearly labeled with headers and pulled out in text boxes, breaks the information down into manageable chunks.Brief, practical, and cogent. (picture credits, glossary, resource lists, index)(Nonfiction. 12-16)Publisher's Description: Every day, people are scammed online and that includes teens. But what exactly is a scam, and how can young people stay one step ahead? This essential guide gives teens the tools they need to outsmart scammers. Real-life scenarios show how scams work and how to spot the red flags. Eye-opening facts about teen online habits reveal why scam awareness is more important than ever. Empowering and practical, this book is a must-have survival guide for todays digital world. From fake shopping sites to sneaky identity theft, scams come in all shapes and sizes and teens need to be ready. This guide breaks down the most common online scams and shows exactly how to spot and stop them. How to Survive Online features walk readers through real-world situations with clear, step-by-step strategies to stay safe. Each chapter wraps up with smart survival tips, giving teens the confidence and know-how to navigate the digital world like pros. This is an essential guide to spotting a scam for all teens.
978-1-678-21358-9 Space Travel and Colonization: What does the future hold?Allen, John HS Nonfiction, no reviews Publisher's Description: The dream of traveling to outer space and exploring other worlds has been an inspiration to scientists for decades. Technological breakthroughs in the computer age have made that dream seem more achievable. Space Travel and Colonization: What Does the Future Hold? looks at the many challenges of space travel and how scientists and engineers are working to overcome them.
978-1-678-21368-8 Teen Guide to Health and Wellness Snyder, Gail HS Nonfiction, no reviews Publisher's Description: Teen Guide to Health and Wellness provides teenagers with the information they need to enjoy continued health and wellbeing as they make more decisions on their own. Topics covered include how social media usage affects teenage health, guidance on nutrition, exercise and navigating their emerging sexuality, and the importance of adequate sleep.
979-87-656-6275-5 The Making of Anime and Manga: From Zodiak Animal Shifters to Demon SlayersBolte, Mari HS ALA Booklist (5/1/26) Anime and manga are synonymous with visual innovation, and this offering aptly celebrates their instantly recognizable style. Coverage spans evolving Japanese animation tools and techniques dating from eighteenth-century magic lanterns to current (as of 2024) production aspects for print products, video games, television series, and full-length feature films. The upbeat text emphasizes the countless hours, numerous highly skilled contributors, and myriad tasks required to produce high-quality results (writing scripts, creating storyboards, coordinating animation teams, ensuring continuity, composing musical scores, etc.). Along with quotes and tips from industry insiders, the pages are filled with sidebars and visuals, and substantial back matter offers additional support. This work and the rest of the Rise of Anime and Manga series (4 titles) pack in a lot of useful information and are sure to be popular.Kirkus Reviews What goes into anime and manga production? This book traces the history and sheds light on the present dayAs part of a four-book series, this volume recounts the production side of both types of Japanese storytelling media, beginning with a short section on the origin of film and moving on to animation technologies with a specific focus on Japan. Next, readers learn about the typical career paths of mangaka (manga authors and illustrators), the major publishing houses, and the production cycle of anime, including how it’s adapted for international audiences. Bolte covers the common artistic styles, which include features like big eyes and range from cutesy (chibi and kawaii) to more realistic. Finally, the author closes by looking at other related formatsâ��feature films, light novels (which are originally released in serialized form), and video games. The sidebars and photo captions highlight pertinent case studies and explore topics such as overworked artists, how the racial identity of characters is interpreted by some non-Japanese audiences, and the career of Osamu Tezuka, creator ofAstro Boy. Written in an approachable style, the book includes seminal examples that serve as reading and viewing suggestions for new fans or greatest-hits montages for those in the know. Both types of readers will glean some insider knowledge in this work that’s aimed at Western audiences and assumes some previous knowledge of anime and manga.A strong informational resource. (glossary, source notes, bibliography, resources, index, photo credits)(Nonfiction. 12-18)
979-87-656-6273-1 Exploring Anime: From Pocket Monsters to Jujutsu SorcerersBolte, Mari HS Kirkus Reviews An overview of some aspects of Japanese animationThis short introduction to anime, like the genre itself, diverges in many directions. Six chapters highlight aspects of the industry, beginning with â��The Anime Renaissance,â�� a chapter establishing the contemporary context of Japanese animation. The author argues that anime is central to Japanese culture; the robot cat Doraemon holds an official government position as â��anime ambassador.â�� Internationally, the streaming service Crunchyroll has played a huge part in bringing anime to viewers outside Japan. Later chapters explore stylistic features of anime, the world of anime voice acting, anime’s influence on international animation culture, cosplay, and 2.5D adaptations of animated shows as live-action plays. The final chapter on fan culture centers on the ongoing popularity of Pokémon video games and trading cards and the growing worldwide demand for licensed character merchandise. Overall, this work feels incomplete, and the audience is unclear. There are curiosity-inducing points that will encourage deeper research, but for an introductory reference guide, it assumes more knowledge than readers new to the topic may have and lacks the robust historical perspective and artistic analysis that would make it a stronger resource. Each chapter is loosely organized; end-of-chapter summaries would have supported greater comprehension of the material. For young anime fans, this work only scratches the surface.Full of fun facts and interesting statistics, but a neither cohesive nor easily navigable read. (glossary, source notes, selected bibliography, further information, index, photo credits)(Nonfiction. 12-16)Publisher's Description: With a click of a mouse, a tap on the screen, or a stop at the theater, millions of people around the world are able to watch anime shows and films. But how did anime get to be so popular? Over the last century, anime has evolved from silent films to action-packed shows filled with amazing fight scenes or heart-wrenching feature films that tell a touching coming-of-age story. Many anime are adapted from manga or light novels, but some are completely original! Overseas licensors have picked up many anime titles, exploding its popularity around the world. What sets anime apart from other animated art forms are its unique styles, stories, and voices. From the sub versus dub debate to anime's global impact, discover more about anime, its history, popular series, various adaptations, and more.
979-87-656-6272-4 Introduction to Anime and Manga: From Magical Girls to Pirate KingsBolte, Mari HS Kirkus Reviews This text-heavy introduction dives into the history, culture, and spreading fandom of anime and manga, highlighting prominent titles and providing an overview of genres and trendsThe popularity of anime and manga, which are made for audiences of all ages, reaches around the world. Chapters 1 and 2 focus on the development of the industries associated with anime and manga, starting with the rise of book printing on a mass scale in the early 1700s and the publication of collections of drawings by the famous artist Hokusai, such asHokusai’s Manga (1814). Bolte details how trade, war, and natural disasters all influenced the spread, production, and content of early magazines and animation. The next three chapters discuss publishing demographics, genres, successful series, and how fans around the world engage with each other and the industry. For a title focused on visual media, this introduction offers a surprisingly wordy layout and sparse imagery. The photos that are included have a generic quality that’s exacerbated by captions that provide limited context or logical connection. Compared to more robust sections of the book, the breakdown of genres is merely a list of unannotated titles. While the book may hold the attention of readers who are already interested in the topic, its initial focus on history and global popularization is less likely to draw in new viewers and readers.Dense and lackluster. (glossary, source notes, bibliography, resources, index, photo credits)(Nonfiction. 12-18)Publisher's Description: Anime and manga are global sensations with millions of fans around the world. Browse any bookstore or click through options on your favorite streaming service, and you are bound to find a wide assortment of manga and anime. But what exactly are manga and anime? Manga and anime are two art forms that come from Japan. One is print, and the other is animated. Their genres span from action-packed shonen adventures to heartfelt shojo relationships. Introduction to Anime and Manga: From Magical Girls to Pirate Kings delves into the rich history of manga and anime, from their early beginnings as ukiyo-e woodblock prints and silent films to their modern-day, global popularity as weekly serialized manga and blockbuster anime successes. Explore anime and mangas influence on popular culture, academia, and art; their dedicated fanbases; and their enduring appeal around the world.
979-87-656-6274-8 Understanding Manga: From Fox Spirits to Fashion Icons Bolte, Mari HS Kirkus Reviews A manga guide for beginners and fans alikeThis compact volume filled with ample color photographs supports readers with the context they need to appreciate manga and develop deeper knowledge of it. Bolte begins by offering historical and cultural information, diving right into manga’s origins, the growth in the market, and its recent boom in popularity. She explains that reading manga engages the brain because readers employ multimodal learning (reading, looking at illustrations, and â��pairing the actions with sound effectsâ��). Its impact can be measured by the significant percentage of the print and digital publishing sales it represents, both in Asia (where most manga is sold) and elsewhere (France is the next largest market). Teaching readers how the industry works, this guide explains the grueling hustle of the mangaka (the creators behind beloved series); Eiichiro Oda, the author and illustrator ofONE PIECE, faces fan criticism when he takes breaks. The first AI-generated manga was published in 2023, using art created by an author who had never done any drawing and revealing the technology’s shortcomings. The book covers some non-Japanese mangakaâ��for example, Odunze Whyte Oguguo from Nigeria and Peppe from Italyâ��as well as cultural influences on manga (such as Buddhist elements) and manga’s influence on fashion (including cosplay). The conversational tone, short chapters, and bright visuals will appeal to those interested in a jumping-off point for learning more about this topic.A brief but entertaining and informative overview. (glossary, source notes, bibliography, resources, index, photo credits)(Nonfiction. 12-18)Publisher's Description: In the last few decades, manga has exploded in popularity around the world. Weekly serialized magazines have paved the way for iconic series such as One Piece, Naruto, and Demon Slayer. Other titles such as Sailor Moon find enduring success with fans. Explore the history of manga, from its earliest forms to the thousands of series available in modern libraries, bookstores, and online. Discover famous mangaka who pioneered the fieldas well as art styles that have become a mainstay in certain genres or tropes that have become popularized over the years. As print and digital media grows around the world, so too will manga and its increasing influence on global pop culture and beyond.
979-87-656-7046-0 Water Bears in Space Goldsmith, Connie HS Kirkus Reviews An in-depth introduction to the world’s cutest microanimal, with notes on its astonishing ability to weather extreme conditions, including heat, cold, and droughtGoldsmith offers the intriguing information that tardigrades have been around for roughly 600 million years and have survived all the mass extinction events in our planet’s history. She describes multiple experiments demonstrating that the creatures tolerate treatment that would kill most any other life formâ��including being exposed to the vacuum of outer spaceâ��and exciting hints of how those capabilities might be adapted for human needs, for example in repairing damaged DNA. The fact that they tolerate 1,000 times more radiation than we can promises discoveries that might help with cancer treatments and also leads to a discussion of the controversial theory of panspermia, which posits that life on Earthâ��perhaps in the form of tardigradesâ��originated from outer space. Though we get little internal anatomical detail about these weird and engaging animals, readers will come away gobsmacked by their unique qualities and perhaps eager to rush out to harvest a few specimens of their own from the nearest patch of damp moss or lichen. The small stock photos are mostly filler, but there are close-up images of water bears. The humans who appear are light-skinned and predominantly male-presenting.An appealing overview that is likely to spark curiosity. (glossary, source notes, bibliography, further information, index)(Nonfiction. 11-18)Publisher's Description: Water bears, also called tardigrades, are the toughest creatures around. Since a scientist first spotted them through a microscope in 1773, researchers have learned that water bears have survived every mass extinction on Earth and can tolerate all kinds of extremes, from radiation to low gravity to boiling and freezing temperatures. They can even enter an inanimate state to protect and preserve themselves in harsh conditions, then reanimate when their surroundings improve. On top of being extraordinary, these characteristics make tardigrades a prime candidate for space travel and research. But how do water bears do it? In Water Bears in Space, launch into the fascinating world of water bears. Find out what these animals are, where to find them, and all about their tough traits. Explore the research and experiments scientists have conducted to better understand tardigrades and how theyre applying that knowledge to human health and deep-space travel. And dig into interviews from experts and young water bear fans about what makes these animals so unique. By the end, youll be able to conduct your own water bear experiments at homeor even keep one as a pet!
978-1-678-21000-7 Caitlin Clark: Basketball Superstar and Inspiration for a New GenerationCurrie-McGhee, Leanne HS Kirkus Reviews Details the journey of powerhouse Caitlin Clark, whose talent and drive have reignited interest in women’s basketballCurrie-McGhee’s account unfolds in chronological order from her subject’s origins as a talented child baller to being the WNBA’s No. 1 draft pick in 2024. Along the way, readers learn about her life in high school and college and her pro career so far. Clark has been clearly focused on her goal of playing professionally since age 9. Her journey to the top has included practicing yoga for â��increasing flexibility and preventing injuries,â�� taking piano lessons and playing other sports to help prevent â��burnout at a young age,â�� and participating in therapy to protect her mental health given the high pressures athletes face. The author describes Clark’s roots in her close-knit family, whose Roman Catholic faith was central to her upbringing. Quotes from Clark and her relatives, along with vivid descriptions of sports action, bring the text to life. This highly positive account contains an interesting twist in the form of references to Clark’s learning to healthily channel feelings of anger and frustration, often stemming from â��her passion for winning.â�� The text in this colorful and visually appealing work is broken up with photos and text boxes, including one describing Clark’s direct criticism of people who used her identity as a white woman to further their own â��racism and misogyny.â��An engaging deep dive into the life of a rising basketball superstar. (picture credits, source notes, timeline, for further research, index)(Nonfiction. 12-18)Publisher's Description: This book explores the life of professional basketball player Caitlin Clark, from her early days playing sports with her brothers to becoming a college basketball phonemenon and a rising WNBA star. Clark's story is not only about her athletic achievements but also about her resilience, determination, and the impact she's had on inspiring a new generation of young athletes.
978-1-918246-12-4 How to Choose Your Perfect Finance Career Roberts, Kelly HS Nonfiction, no reviews Publisher's Description: Its not easy to find the perfect finance careerhow do you figure out whats right for you? This book makes it easy. It takes students by the hand and helps them explore their interests, personality type, likes and dislikes, and hopes so they can navigate a pathway to their perfect finance career. With flowchart quizzes that allow the reader to narrow down their options and find a route that is right for them, How to Choose Your Perfect Finance Career helps take the stress out of making a good STEM career choice. Students will learn what qualifications they need for their ideal career and where and how to achieve them. They will discover if further education is right for them or if a more practical route to their ideal career choice is best. They will learn what a day in the life of each career option is like so they can figure out if it might suit them. This is a must-have guide for all students making decisions about their future.
978-1-918246-24-7 How to Choose Your Perfect Sports Industry Career Roberts, Kelly HS Nonfiction, no reviews Publisher's Description: A STEM career in the sports industry can be amazingbut which one do you choose? This book explains all and shows students the path to their perfect job. It helps them explore their interests, personality type, likes and dislikes, and hopes so they can navigate a pathway to their perfect career in the sports industry. With flowchart quizzes that allow the reader to narrow down their options and find a route that is right for them, How to Choose Your Perfect Sports Industry Career helps take the stress out of making a good STEM career choice. Students will learn what qualifications they need for their ideal career and where and how to achieve them. They will discover if further education is right for them or if a more practical route to their ideal career choice is best. They will learn what a day in the life of each career option is like so they can figure out if it might suit them. This is a must-have guide for all students making decisions about their future.
978-1-918246-21-6 How to Choose Your Perfect Construction Career Roberts, Kelly HS Nonfiction, no reviews Publisher's Description: STEM careers in the construction industry are boomingbut how do you find the one thats perfect for you? This book explains all and shows students the path to their ideal career. It helps them explore their interests, personality type, likes and dislikes, and hopes so they can navigate a pathway to their perfect career in the construction industry. With flowchart quizzes that allow the reader to narrow down their options and find a route that is right for them, How to Choose Your Perfect Construction Career helps take the stress out of making a good STEM career choice. Students will learn what qualifications they need for their ideal career and where and how to achieve them. They will discover if further education is right for them or if a more practical route to their ideal career choice is best. They will learn what a day in the life of each career option is like so they can figure out if it might suit them. This is a must-have guide for all students making decisions about their future.
978-1-918246-15-5 How to Choose Your Perfect Space Industry Career Roberts, Kelly HS Nonfiction, no reviews Publisher's Description: A career in the space industry is excitingbut which one is your perfect fit? This book will help find it. It takes students by the hand and sets them on their ideal career pathway. It helps them explore their interests, personality type, likes and dislikes, and hopes so they can navigate a pathway to their perfect space industry career. With flowchart quizzes that allow the reader to narrow down their options and find a route that is right for them, How to Choose Your Perfect Space Career helps take the stress out of making a good STEM career choice. Students will learn what qualifications they need for their ideal career and where and how to achieve them. They will discover if further education is right for them or if a more practical route to their ideal career choice is best. They will learn what a day in the life of each career option is like too. This is a must-have guide for all students making decisions about their future.
978-1-918246-18-6 How to Choose Your Perfect Renewable Energy Career Roberts, Kelly HS Nonfiction, no reviews Publisher's Description: There are hundreds of exciting STEM careers in the renewable energy industry but how can you pinpoint the perfect one? This book will help you nail it. This book takes students by the hand and sets them on their career pathway. It helps them explore their interests, personality type, likes and dislikes, and hopes so they can navigate a pathway to their perfect renewable energy career. With flowchart quizzes that allow the reader to narrow down their options and find a route that is right for them, How to Choose Your Perfect Renewable Energy Career helps take the stress out of making a good STEM career choice. Students will learn what qualifications they need for their ideal career and where and how to achieve them. They will discover if further education is right for them or if a more practical route to their ideal career choice is best. They will learn what a day in the life of each career option is like so they can figure out if it might suit them. This is a must-have guide for all students making decisions about their future.
978-1-8006-6022-9 Alte Zachen/Old Things Hanaor, Ziggy HS School Library Journal Starred Review (11/11/22) From 11/11/2022 Copyright 2022 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 6 Up —Rosa, known to her grandson Benji as Bubbe, and the boy make their rounds throughout New York City to pick up groceries for dinner, from gefilte fish and brisket to challah and babka. As they both traverse the city by foot, subway, and ride app, there are references to kosher food, the Holocaust, and past gender norms. New York is depicted with a diverse population. Rosa's home and the city at large are colored in tans, grays, and dreary blues. Every so often she will experience a vision from her memory rendered in brighter colors, regardless of whether the experience was good or bad. A gentle subplot revolves around a guy who never stopped carrying a torch for Rosa. Her squabbles with strangers or Benji range from humorous to inappropriate, but people tend to extend grace and not take her remarks personally. This is a book with a lot to say about how we hold on to the past, express gratitude for the present, and support people with experiences beyond our own. Some of its most important observations take place in wordless moments for readers to notice and interpret on their own. Back matter includes a glossary of Yiddish terms used in the book. VERDICT Taking a walk with Rosa and Benji just might change how readers see the world and everyone's place in it. Highly recommended for graphic novel collections.—Thomas MaluckPublishers Weekly (8/1/22) Benjy and his Bubbe Rosa are at odds in Hanaor (Alex and Alex) and debut creator Phillips’s expansive graphic novel. “You young people are so lazy.... You young people are always very rude,” Bubbe says whenever Benjy does something she considers to be illogical, as when he brings his own bags with them to grocery shop for Shabbat dinner (“You don’t need bags. They give you bags”). Bubbe’s ire continues; she lashes out at a grocery clerk she deems skimpily dressed, and tells Benjy, “you don’t even know what it means to be Jewish.” As the pair continue their shopping, making their way from Brooklyn to the Upper West Side and back again, Bubbe revisits memories from her past, including trauma from Nazi persecution and heartbreak over a road-not-taken romance. Softly lined watercolor art portrays a moving narrative that alternates between grayscale present-day spreads and Bubbe’s past in full color. Benjy is tender, patient, and conciliatory, and Bubbe takes comfort in knowing he’s her anchor when her memories or their surroundings overwhelm. Even as Benjy and Bubbe’s worldviews clash, the Yiddish-peppered telling renders a familial bond that is at once mercurial and unshakable. Ages 12–up. (Sept.)
979-83-480-4169-4 Being Amani Steele, Annabelle HS Publishers Weekly (8/17/26) A teen relearns trust and safety after fleeing her abusive household in Steele’s affirming debut. To 16-year-old Amani, her parents’ bickering is normal. But when Amani’s father assaults her mother, mother and daughter move in with Amani’s Jamaican grandfather, upending her life as she knows it. Grandad’s warmth and hospitality contrast sharply with the fear and isolation Amani has been experiencing at home. Over the next few months, Amani and her mother slowly attempt to rebuild their lives, with Amani attending a new school and her parents divorcing. Emotional recovery proves uneven, especially when Amani’s newly engaged father asks her to be a bridesmaid. As Amani begins dating for the first time, her mother remains withdrawn and struggles privately with depression. Attentive language navigates complex adolescent concerns and considers how past trauma impacts Amani’s expectations of love and friendship through her shifting friendships and troubling romance with football player Ryan, whose increasingly possessive behavior echoes patterns Amani witnessed in her father’s abuse, the particulars of which are slowly revealed through periodic flashback chapters. This is a powerful and affecting outing about grief and healing. Ages 14 and up. (Oct.)A thoughtful coming-of-age story about a girl navigating family, relationships, and self-image. After leaving Amani's abusive father, Amani and her mother have adjusted to life in a new city. They live with Amani's loving grandfather, and Amani has made new friends and is dating for the first time. But when her father reinserts himself into her life, asking her to be a bridesmaid in his upcoming wedding, Amani's equilibrium is shattered. Has her father really changed, as he claims? How will this affect her mom, who's struggling with depression? And is Amani's own romantic relationship starting to echo the problems she saw with her parents? To avoid repeating those patterns, Amani will have to confront her unhealed wounds.
979-87-656-9047-5 After the Towers Fell: America in the Wake of 9/11 Doeden, Matt HS ALA Booklist (6/1/26) This concise and informative book about the events of September 11, 2001, explains how they profoundly changed and continue to impact lives. It includes eyewitness accounts of what happened on 9/11 and recounts the nationwide response. Chapters discuss the health effects on Ground Zero workers, the resulting recession, the "war on terror" in Afghanistan and Iraq, and the rise of Islamophobia. Immigration laws were tightened, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) was created in 2003, airport security was bolstered, and the "No-Fly List" was established. Doeden's work explains how the fallout from the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq has contributed to the divide between the U.S. political parties that has further widened since 2001. Full-color photos, statistics, primary sources, and sidebars offer additional context. Doeden notes for young people born after 9/11 that the event is comparable to how the COVID-19 pandemic changed everyday life. This book provides valuable insights into a turning point whose repercussions continue to reverberate today.Kirkus Reviews An accessible overview of the short- and long-term consequences of the destruction of the World Trade Center towers in the attacks of September 11, 2011Doeden leaves a few things outâ��most notably, any mention of the Guantanamo Bay detention centerâ��but otherwise offers a broad look at the events of 9/11 and the ensuing War on Terror. Though an ill-considered observation that the World Trade Center site â��was like a scene out of a war movieâ�� is likely to distance readers from the tragedy, he quotes eyewitnesses and early responders and effectively connects the shock and anxiety of those now-historical times to current issues by tracing the intensification in this country’s anti-immigrant attitudes up to the re-election of President Donald Trump in 2024. He strives for a judicious tone, but in his estimation the â��long and costlyâ�� War on Terror achieved littleâ��aside from perpetrating many human rights violations, including spikes in Islamophobic policies, prejudice, and hate crimes. The author backs up his observations with source notes and a lengthy bibliography. Ample stock photos depict views of the fallen towers, a number of memorials, and a racially diverse array of troops and antiâ��Iraq War protesters. The red, white, and blue page design and occasional text boxes (on topics such as a dog who helped a veteran with PTSD and the experience of an Afghan refugee) add appeal.A brief, critical view of a traumatic time that’s well suited to student use. (glossary, further information, index)(Nonfiction. 12-18)
979-87-656-5989-2 Playbook for Justice: James Lawson and the Nonviolent Movement in AmericaYounge, Lesley HS *pre-order, but we were sent an early copy from the publishersKirkus Reviews A timely road map for nonviolent direct actionMultigenre writer, poet, and educator Younge focuses on the life and times of Reverend James Lawson (1928-2024), an African American civil rights activist and Christian minister, arguing persuasively that â��nonviolence is as American as sweet potato pie.â�� She recalls key moments in American history where strategic action without the use of physical force catalyzed social and political change, including protests against racial segregation, the Vietnam War, discrimination against people with disabilities, and healthcare inequity during the AIDS epidemic. The book sheds light on global leadersâ��including Mohandas Gandhi, ThÃch Nháº¥t Háº¡nh, Richard Gregg, A.J. Muste, and Bayard Rustinâ��who shaped Lawson’s thinking. The time he spent learning and serving in India forms a crucial portion of the book, filling a critical gap in accounts of transnational activism as well as discussions of modern U.S.-India relations, subjects rarely taught in schools. Younge challenges the misconception that nonviolent resistance is weak or passive and gives teens tools and ideas for strategizing and strengthening themselves from within. This attention to one’s inner life is valuable: Activists often must work with limited resources and, in prioritizing larger causes, may end up unable to attend to their own well-being. The short chapters, accessible writing, and frequent text boxes, photos, and diagrams add to the work’s usefulness and appeal.A biography that brings hope in dystopian times. (author’s note, glossary, resources, bibliography, source notes, index)(Nonfiction. 11-18)Publisher's Description: Even as a small child, James Lawson wanted to create a fairer worlda world where people of all backgrounds could live in dignity and peace, as equals. In the United States during the first half of the twentieth century, that was hard to imagine. Lawson saw racial discrimination and other forms of oppression everywhere he turned. But he remembered this mission as he grew upbecoming a star athlete and a star student, then a minister and a world traveler. After learning about Mohandas Gandhi's successful nonviolent resistance to injustice in India, he knew something similar could work in the United States. So he began practicing nonviolence as both a lifestyle and a strategy. He trained for it the way he would train for a sport. Starting in the 1950s, Lawson coached other young people to become nonviolent athletes who refused to play by unfair rules. Strategic nonviolence became a cornerstone of the US Civil Rights Movement, leading to victories across the country. The story of nonviolent activism doesnt start or end with Lawson, though. Strategic nonviolence helped shape early US history and remains at the core of modern civil and human rights campaigns. And it starts at an individual level, with small, everyday practices. Using the playbook created by Lawson and others, anyone can train to be a nonviolent athlete and work toward a more just world.
979-8-89581-509-0 Game Changers: Grand Theft Auto Glaser, Jason HS Nonfiction, no reviews Publisher's Description: In the world of computer gaming, Grand Theft Auto (GTA) is a cultural phenomenon. Since the series debuted in 1997, it has pushed the limits of open-world gameplay, storytelling, and realism--while sparking plenty of controversy along the way. For readers age 14 and up, this STEM-based title dives inside the groundbreaking world of GTA, examining its design and development history, programming innovations, and the freedom it gives players to explore massive virtual cities. Spin-offs, online multiplayer, and the series' influence on the gaming industry are also discussed. Includes a glossary, sidebars, and profiles of notable creators, streamers, and/or esports competitors.
979-8-89581-507-6 Game Changers: Call of Duty Glaser, Jason HS Nonfiction, no reviews Publisher's Description: In the world of computer gaming, Call of Duty (CoD) is a battlefield powerhouse. Since its debut in 2003, the first-person shooter series has become one of the bestselling video game franchises in history, earning billions in revenue and shaping the competitive gaming scene. For readers age 14 and up, this STEM-based title dives inside the blockbuster property, exploring its fast-paced gameplay, design and development history, technological innovations, and impact on the esports world. Collaborations, spin-offs, and cultural influence are also discussed. Includes a glossary, sidebars, and profiles of notable creators, streamers, and esports competitors.
979-8-89581-508-3 Game Changers: Clash of Clans Silver, Erin HS Nonfiction, no reviews Publisher's Description: In the world of computer gaming, Clash of Clans is a mobile strategy giant. Since its launch in 2012, the game has attracted hundreds of millions of players worldwide and generated billions in revenue, making it one of the most successful apps of all time. For readers age 14 and up, this STEM-based title dives inside the colorful, fast-paced world of Clash of Clans, exploring its gameplay mechanics, design and development history, programming innovations, and global competitive scene. Collaborations, updates, and cultural impact are also discussed. Includes a glossary, sidebars, and profiles of notable creators, streamers, and/or esports competitors.
979-8-89581-510-6 Game Changers: Madden Bolte, Mari HS Nonfiction, no reviews Publisher's Description: In the world of computer gaming, Madden NFL is the ultimate football experience. Since its first release in 1988, the series has brought the excitement of the NFL to screens with realistic gameplay, strategy, and player stats. For readers age 14 and up, this STEM-based title dives inside the Madden franchise, examining its design and development history, programming innovations, and the technology that makes each play feel real. Annual updates, esports competitions, and the game's impact on football culture are also discussed. Includes a glossary, sidebars, and profiles of notable creators, streamers, and/or esports competitors.
979-8-89581-522-9 Snakes Wimmer, Teresa and Gish, MelissaHS Part of Series: Odysseys in the Wild Publisher's Description: Snakes are diverse reptiles found in a variety of ecosystems, and there is a great deal to discover about these incredible limbless creatures. This high-school nonfiction title gives readers an in-depth look at the birth and growth process, varied diet, unique anatomy, and global habitats of these profoundly fascinating animals, from harmless garden snakes to deadly vipers. Also featured are species protection efforts and the snake's controversial relationship with humans throughout history, including medical venom research and cultural symbolism. Captivating photos and intriguing facts are accompanied by detailed sidebars, a comprehensive glossary, selected bibliography, relevant websites, and an index.
979-8-89581-148-1 Penguins Hanel, Rachael and MacDonald, AndreaHS Part of Series: Odysseys in the Wild School Library Journal, 03/31/2026G r 5–8—This series offers in-depth looks at wild animals for older readers. The first two chapters of each book look at physical features, behaviors, and life within the creatures' habitats. Characteristics common to the broad group and variations by species, like the different types of shark teeth, are clearly noted. Many topics, such as the giraffe's varied gaits, are explored with more depth than is typically found in books for younger readers. The visual content is useful, though not exceptional. Many spreads include a large photograph, often with captions that expand upon the main text. Most are full-body views, though a few show interesting details, including cheetah paws and penguin feathers. Each third chapter shifts to the animal's relationship with humans, covering history, culture, and threats to survival. The concluding chapter surveys recent efforts to research and protect the animals. VERDICT Solid animal profiles for middle schoolers. Copyright 2026 Reed Business Information.Publisher's DescriptionPenguins captivate us with their waddling walk and tuxedo-like feathers, but their lives are filled with intriguing complexities. This high-school nonfiction title delves into the life cycle, diet, anatomy, and habitat of these charming flightless birds. Conservation issues and the penguin's fascinating adaptations to life in extreme environments are also highlighted. Captivating photos and intriguing facts are accompanied by sidebars, a glossary, selected bibliography, websites, and an index.
9798896802204 Piranhas Gish, Melissa HS Part of Series: Odysseys in the Wild Publisher's Description: Piranhas are known as fierce aquatic predators, but there is much more to discover about these misunderstood freshwater fish. This high-school nonfiction title gives readers an in-depth look at the schooling behavior, omnivorous diet, remarkable anatomy, and tropical habitats of these colorful, razor-toothed creatures. Also featured are ecosystem preservation efforts and the piranha’s challenging relationship with humans throughout history, including media misconceptions and ecological importance. Captivating photos and intriguing facts are accompanied by detailed sidebars, a comprehensive glossary, selected bibliography, relevant websites, and an index.
9798896802167 Gorillas Gish, Melissa HS Part of Series: Odysseys in the Wild Publisher's Description: Gorillas are known as gentle giants of the forest, but there is much more to discover about these magnificent primates. This high-school nonfiction title gives readers an in-depth look at the social structure, herbivorous diet, impressive anatomy, and endangered habitats of these powerful, knuckle-walking great apes. Also featured are critical species conservation efforts and the gorilla's complex relationship with humans throughout history, including poaching threats and protection programs. Captivating photos and intriguing facts are accompanied by detailed sidebars, a comprehensive glossary, selected bibliography, relevant websites, and an index.
9798895811474 Lions Hanel, Rachael and MacDonald, AndreaHS Part of Series: Odysseys in the Wild School Library Journal, 03/31/2026 Gr 5–8—This series offers in-depth looks at wild animals for older readers. The first two chapters of each book look at physical features, behaviors, and life within the creatures' habitats. Characteristics common to the broad group and variations by species, like the different types of shark teeth, are clearly noted. Many topics, such as the giraffe's varied gaits, are explored with more depth than is typically found in books for younger readers. The visual content is useful, though not exceptional. Many spreads include a large photograph, often with captions that expand upon the main text. Most are full-body views, though a few show interesting details, including cheetah paws and penguin feathers. Each third chapter shifts to the animal's relationship with humans, covering history, culture, and threats to survival. The concluding chapter surveys recent efforts to research and protect the animals. VERDICT Solid animal profiles for middle schoolers. Copyright 2026 Reed Business Information.Publisher's Description Lions are renowned as symbols of strength and courage, yet there is so much more to learn about the "king of the jungle." This high-school nonfiction title offers a deep dive into the life cycle, diet, anatomy, and habitat of these majestic big cats. Also featured are conservation initiatives and the lion's role in mythology and human traditions. Captivating photos and intriguing facts are accompanied by sidebars, a glossary, selected bibliography, websites, and an index.
9798895811443 Alligators Gish, Melissa and Macdonald, AndreaHS Part of Series: Odysseys in the Wild School Library Journal, 03/31/2026 Gr 5–8—This series offers in-depth looks at wild animals for older readers. The first two chapters of each book look at physical features, behaviors, and life within the creatures' habitats. Characteristics common to the broad group and variations by species, like the different types of shark teeth, are clearly noted. Many topics, such as the giraffe's varied gaits, are explored with more depth than is typically found in books for younger readers. The visual content is useful, though not exceptional. Many spreads include a large photograph, often with captions that expand upon the main text. Most are full-body views, though a few show interesting details, including cheetah paws and penguin feathers. Each third chapter shifts to the animal's relationship with humans, covering history, culture, and threats to survival. The concluding chapter surveys recent efforts to research and protect the animals. VERDICT Solid animal profiles for middle schoolers. Copyright 2026 Reed Business Information.Publisher's Description : Alligators are iconic reptiles known for their powerful jaws and stealthy nature, but there is much more to uncover about these fascinating creatures. This high-school nonfiction title dives into the life cycle, diet, anatomy, and habitat of these apex predators. Also explored are species conservation efforts and the alligator's relationship with humans throughout history. Captivating photos and intriguing facts are accompanied by sidebars, a glossary, selected bibliography, websites, and an index.
978-0-14-200307-7 The True Story of Hansel and Gretel Murphy, Louise HS ALA Booklist (4/1/03) The stepmother persuades the father to abandon the children in the forest, where they find shelter in the cottage of a witch, who locks them in a cage. It's the scariest of all fairy tales, and it's retold here with gripping realism as a Holocaust novel set in Poland near the end of World War II. Murphy brings the genocide history up close through the horrifying daily experience of 11-year-old Jewish Gretel and her younger brother, who save each other from the worst with the help of a few brave villagers. The Grimms' story is always there like a dark shadow intensifying the drama as the searing narrative transforms the old archetypes. The stepmother and the Romani witch are quiet heroes who sacrifice themselves to save the children, while their father is with the partisan army, desperate to find his family. The children may follow the trail home in the end, but the gruesome reality in the village and the forest prevents any sentimental uplift. The witch does land up in the oven, in a concentration camp.Publishers Weekly A provocative transformation of the classic fairy tale into a haunting survival story set in Poland during WWII, Murphy's second novel (after <EMPHASIS TYPE=""ITALIC"">The Sea Within) is darkly enchanting. Two Jewish children, a girl of 11 and her seven-year-old brother, are left to wander the woods after their father and stepmother are forced to abandon them, frantically begging them never to say their Jewish names, but to identify themselves as Hansel and Gretel. In an imaginative reversal of the original tale, they encounter a small woman named Magda, known as a "witch" by villagers, who risks her life in harboring them. The story alternates between the children's nightmarish adventures, and their parents' struggle for survival and hope for a safe reunion. This mirror image of the fairy tale is deliberately disorienting, as Murphy describes the horrors of the outside world compared with the haven inside Magda's hut, and the fear and anguish of the other people who conspire to save the children and protect their own families, too. The naïve siblings are only half-conscious of much of this, though they are perfectly aware of their peril should they be discovered. The graphic details—the physical symptoms of near starvation, the infestations of lice, the effects of bitter cold—make it plain that this is the grimmest kind of fable. Eventually, the Nazis indulge in wholesale slaughter, and the children barely survive, hiding and on the run. No reader who picks up this inspiring novel will put it down until the final pages, in which redemption is not a fairy tale ending but a heartening message of hope.
9781678212445 Quick Guide to ADHD Mooney, Carla HS Kirkus Review, 01/14/2026 The ADHD brain thinks differently but isn’t “broken.” This brief overview explains the brain-based research behind an ADHD diagnosis. After an introduction, five chapters define ADHD and describe how it’s diagnosed, its treatments, and how ADHD affects people in real life. Most notably, the author explains how brain imaging studies discovered differences in the prefrontal cortices of children with ADHD, which may affect executive functioning. Sidebars with bright green backgrounds highlight topics of interest, such as daily report cards, social skills training, or utilizing gamification for engagement. One particularly interesting sidebar describes a physician’s observations of children with ADHD-like symptoms in 1798. Case studies of people of varying ages highlight some key difficulties that those with ADHD face and show how they achieved success using strategies suggested by experts. These examples emphasize the continuum of symptoms and their impact while also reminding readers that there’s no one-size-fits-all approach. At the same time, this concise guide highlights the positive aspects: People with ADHD are often creative, innovative, curious, and passionate. Mooney largely ignores controversies around diagnosis, medication, and accommodation, instead describing professionals’ approaches and maintaining an encouraging tone. The clear and accessible language makes this short work an accessible read, and the stock images include representation of people of diverse ages and races. Helpful tips and useful information will elicit appreciation for the energetic ADHD brain. (source notes, organizations and websites, for further research, index, picture credits) (Nonfiction. 12-18)Publisher's Description: ADHD impacts millions of people across the United States. Understanding the unique ways that the brain works in people with ADHD helps explain why people with the disorder face challenges in attention, self-control, and organization. Learning about the condition and treatments that can help manage symptoms can support people with ADHD throughout their lives.
9781678213503 Quick Guide to Financial Literacy Mooney, Carla HS Kirkus Review, 08/31/2026 Learning to make smart money decisions could start here. Mooney cites a 2024 survey revealing that fewer than half of American adults are financially literate, risking monetary struggles and even bankruptcy. Her purpose is clear: “Learning about money early helps people feel more confident and in control of their financial future.” Brief real-life testimonies about experiences with money, both positive and negative, from professionals and ordinary teens and adults help readers relate to the content. Chapter 1 explains the basics: what money is and how earning and spending work. The discussion of cryptocurrency includes a warning about its volatile value. Explanations of earned, passive, and investment income lead to coverage of income tax. Chapter 2 gives clear, specific, practical budget advice (including charitable giving). Three more chapters cover building wealth (e.g., through stocks, bonds, and mutual funds), credit and debt (including credit reports and borrowing risks), and planning for the future (health, home, auto, and life insurance, digital security, retirement planning, and inflation). Sidebars provide extra information, clarifying concepts like employee vs. independent contractor, net worth, compound interest, savings bonds, and identity theft. Color photos portray a diverse array of people. Some redundancy means that chapters can be read in isolation. This book provides a basic but valuable resource for classroom and individual use. A sensible introduction that can help rising generations avoid financial stress. (source notes, resources, index, picture credits) (Nonfiction. 12-18)Publisher's Description: Learning the basics of personal finance is the first step to handling money responsibly. When people understand how to budget, save, invest, and use credit carefully, they are more prepared to make smart choices about their money. Over time, financial literacy helps them prepare for emergencies, afford big purchases, and build a secure future.
9781678213565 The Solar System: New Discoveries, New Insights Roland, James HS Kirkus Review, 08/31/2026 Who would have guessed that there’s ice on Mercury, that Saturn’s rings are shrinking, and that the basic materials for life are abundantly available throughout our solar system? It may be over 50 years since anyone landed on the Moon, but as Roland demonstrates here, the pace of space exploration has never let up—or failed to deliver stimulating findings. He begins on Mars, where the Perseverance rover, using the innovative technology that made our tiny smartphone cameras possible, found tantalizing evidence of possible microbial life. The author goes on to highlight significant missions from New Horizons’ flybys of Pluto (and later, the weird Kuiper Belt object dubbed “Arrokoth”) to the Parker Solar Probe, sent in 2018 to “touch the Sun.” Using probes like these, as well as orbiting and earthbound telescopes, astronomers have not only learned more about the history and composition of our planet and its fellows, but also found the solar system to be a populous neighborhood, strewn with chondrules, distinctive droplets from the solar system’s formative stages; dark comets, which may contain water and could have helped life develop on Earth; and hundreds of previously unseen moons. The stingy assortment of stock photos is a weak feature, but the straightforward text and intriguing selection of facts in this overview will tantalize readers and encourage further exploration. Stimulating updates from the astronomical front. (source notes, resources, index, picture credits) (Nonfiction. 12-18)Publisher's Description: The Solar System: New Discoveries, New Insights takes readers on a fascinating journey from the Sun to Pluto and beyond. They'll learn about the spacecraft and telescopes helping scientists unlock secrets about the planets, moons, asteroids, and other objects orbiting the Sun. Readers will also discover that the solar system is more dynamic and mysterious than once believed.
9781678214227 Cyber Warfare In the Miltary Henzel, Cynthis Kennedy HS Part of Series: Next Generation Military TechnologyPublisher's Description: Hi-Lo YA nonfiction. In the modern age, wars aren’t limited to the battlefield. Countries are waging war online, using cyber warfare to spy, steal data, destroy key systems, and spread misinformation. This book explores different cyber warfare tactics and the US military’s efforts to defend against them.
9781678214180 Advanced Weaponry In the Military Henzel, Cynthis Kennedy HS Part of Series: Next Generation Military TechnologyPublisher's Description: Hi-Lo YA nonfiction. The US military is using technological advances to develop more accurate weapons and equipment designed to keep soldiers safe. This book explores how the latest missiles, weapons, and uncrewed vehicles were developed and how they are improving military missions.
9781678214265 Space Defense Systems In the Military Henzel, Cynthis Kennedy HS Part of Series: Next Generation Military TechnologyPublisher's Description: Hi-Lo YA nonfiction. Satellite systems have become a key part of the United States’ national defense. Other nations use satellites to spy and interrupt military communications. This book explores how the US Space Force is using space assets to gather information and protect the nation.
9781678214241 Robotics in the Military Kulz, George Anthony HS Part of Series: Next Generation Military TechnologyPublisher's Description Hi-Lo YA nonfiction. The use of robots in the military began during World War II, when Germany used small remote-controlled explosive vehicles. This book explores how robots are being used in modern warfare to keep humans safe, perform reconnaissance, and more.



ISBN Title Author ES/MS/HS Notes (if needed) Review #1 Review #2
9781678214203 AI In the Military Kulz, George Anthony HS Part of Series: Next Generation Military TechnologyPublisher's DescriptionHi-Lo YA nonfiction. Artificial intelligence (AI) is the ability of a computer to perform tasks humans usually do. The US military has been harnessing AI to more effectively defend the nation. This book explores how AI is used to gather intelligence, keep soldiers safe, and train military personnel.
9781678213602 Stepping Up: How Next-Gen Leaders Are Transforming the FutureSheen, Barbara HS Kirkus Review, 07/31/2026 An overview of the concerns and priorities of Generation Z, who have grown up with social media, are more racially diverse than previous generations, and face a plethora of local and global challenges that affect their immediate and long-term futures. The roughly 69 million Americans born between 1997 and 2012 make up about 20% of the U.S. population. In addition to demographic characteristics, Sheen draws on public survey results to describe them, sometimes presenting superficial generalizations: “As a group, Gen Z is pragmatic.” She also asserts that they’re future-focused and more concerned with addressing critical issues than party politics. The book features profiles of some young people who have won recent elections, including Florida Representative Maxwell Frost, Illinois State Representative Nabeela Syed, and Earle, Arkansas, mayor Jaylen Smith. Sheen sounds an alarm—“many Gen Zers are disillusioned with how lawmakers are addressing issues that concern them and the world they will inherit.” As a result, while over 60% of them support democratic principles, 66% think this country is “headed in the wrong direction”; democracy, as they’re experiencing it, isn’t always working. Contextualizing their feelings, she explains, for example, that many Gen Zers attend college, become burdened with onerous student loan debt, and then face a rapidly changing job market shaped by AI and a weak social safety net. Ample photos and text boxes punctuate the accessible text. A concise overview of an influential generation. (source notes, for further research, index, picture credits) (Nonfiction. 12-18)Publisher's Description Growing numbers of Gen Z are running for elective office. This book looks at some of these young lawmakers, why they are entering politics, the challenges they face, and what they are doing to represent their generation and the future they will inherit.
9781678212162 Careers If You Like the Creative Arts Kallen, Stuart A. HS Part of Series: Discover Your Career Publisher's Description Craft artists, music directors, game designers, and others who work in creative occupations use their imaginations every day at work. Careers If You Like the Creative Arts describes careers for those who want to tackle creative challenges while earning a paycheck. What the jobs entail, what they pay, and future prospects are discussed along with insights from industry insiders.Mackin Annotation: Profiles the responsibilities, educational requirements and training, salary, skills and personal qualities, working conditions, and future job outlook of six careers for those who like the creative arts, and features an interview with a music director. Includes color photographs, sidebars, and additional resources.
9781678212186 Careers If You Like Problem Solving Currie-McGhee, Leanne HS Part of Series: Discover Your Career Publisher's Description For teens who like tackling challenges, thinking critically, and finding creative solutions, there are numerous careers in fields ranging from forensic science to environmental engineering. These jobs make a positive impact on the world. What the jobs entail, what they pay, and future prospects are discussed along with insights from industry insiders.Mackin Annotation: Profiles the responsibilities, educational requirements and training, salary, skills and personal qualities, working conditions, and future job outlook of six careers for those who like problem-solving, and features an interview with a cybersecurity analyst. Includes color photographs, sidebars, and additional resources.
9781678212247 Careers If You Like Working with People Mooney, Carla HS Part of Series: Discover Your Career Publisher's Description': People-centered careers exist in nearly every industry, from health care and education to hospitality, public service, and the arts. What the jobs entail, what they pay, and future prospects are discussed along with insights from industry insiders.Mackin Annotation: Profiles the responsibilities, educational requirements and training, salary, skills and personal qualities, working conditions, and future job outlook of six careers for those who like working with people, and features an interview with a personal financial advisor. Includes color photographs, sidebars, and additional resources.
9781678212261 Careers If You Like Working with Your Hands Kallen, Stuart A. HS Part of Series: Discover Your Career Publisher's Description Hands-on work—whether it is in the skilled trades or other jobs—can be creative, satisfying, and well paid. Careers If You Like Working with Your Hands explores jobs that include aircraft mechanic, electrician, archeologist, and prosthetist. What the jobs entail, what they pay, and future prospects are discussed along with insights from industry insiders.Mackin Annotation: Profiles the responsibilities, educational requirements and training, salary, skills and personal qualities, working conditions, and future job outlook of six careers for those who like working with their hands, and features an interview with an archeologist. Includes color photographs, sidebars, and additional resources.
9781678212223 Careers If You Like Travel Kallen, Stuart A. HS Part of Series: Discover Your Career Publisher's Description Many people dream of earning a living while seeing the world and there are numerous careers that include both travel opportunities and a paycheck. Careers If You Like Travel highlights careers such as English teacher, commercial aircraft pilot, travel nurse, and construction manager. What the jobs entail, what they pay, and future prospects are discussed along with insights from industry insiders.Mackin Annotation Profiles careers that combine employment with frequent travel, including work as an English teacher abroad, commercial airline pilot, travel nurse, and construction manager. Describes typical job duties, salary ranges, training requirements, and future employment outlooks while incorporating comments from professionals working in the field. Includes color photographs.
9781678212209 Careers If You Like Research and Analysis Nakaya, Andrea HS Part of Series: Discover Your Career Publisher's Description Research and analysis are some of the most in-demand skills in the job market and are needed in thousands of different careers. What these jobs entail, what they pay, and future prospects are discussed along with insights from industry insiders.Mackin Annotation Profiles the responsibilities, educational requirements and training, salary, skills and personal qualities, working conditions, and future job outlook of six careers for those who like research and analysis, and features an interview with a UX designer. Includes color photographs, sidebars, and additional resources.
9781595545404 There You'll Find Me Jones, Jenny B HS School Library Journal, 11/30/2011 Gr 7 Up—Finley Sinclair is spending her senior year in Ireland, hoping to reconnect with herself and God by following her deceased brother's footsteps through the land he'd loved so much. The time and peace should also help her finish her original composition for her New York Conservatory audition. However, beginning with the plane ride, where she meets Beckett Rush, teen actor heartthrob, and is wrangled into becoming his personal assistant, things go awry. Assigned a project at her new school to "adopt" a grandmother, Finley is saddled with the crankiest woman in the nursing home. Then her host family is unable to take her to see the sights her brother had so loved, but the aggravatingly charming Beckett consents to be her tour guide. When the school queen bee discovers how much time Finley is spending with him, she decides to make Finley's host sister miserable. As her life crumbles around her, Finley must learn to trust people and God to see her through. With a beautiful setting and complex characters, Jones has written a powerful book about grief. There is no tidy ending, but readers are left with hope that Finley's life will continue to get better. Libraries looking to add to their Christian fiction holdings would do well to consider this book.—Jessica Miller, New Britain Public Library, CT Copyright 2011 Reed Business Information.Publishers Weekly, 08/14/2011 Finley Sinclair is many things: an heiress, an accomplished musician, a reformed wild child, and a grieving sister. In an attempt to feel close to both God and her brother, who was killed in a terrorist bombing, Finley becomes an exchange student in the same Irish village her brother visited several years earlier. Finley becomes fast friends with her host family and strikes up an uneasy relationship with a Robert Pattinson–like movie star who is in Ireland filming his latest vampire flick. While this has all the makings of an earnest YA Christian romance novel, Jones (A Charmed Life series) throws readers a curve by very gradually revealing that Finley has an eating disorder. While this novel has some similarities to Laurie Halse Anderson’s Wintergirls—another YA novel about an anorexic teenager—Jones’s decision to leave Finley’s “issues” unnamed until the very last pages of the novel is troubling. Finley has problems, but her life is also glamorous. The novel strikes dissonant tones, unsuccessfully combining sprightly teen romance with life-or-death topics. From the very beginning, Finley is counting calories and denying herself food, but no one takes note until the final third of the novel. And even then, the eating disorder is described as “the beginning of anorexia” brought on by grief and stress. For young readers, the mixed messages this novel sends about a very serious condition may be problematic. Ages 14–up. (Oct.)
9798985747423 This Dreamer Watterson, Sara HS Mackin Annotation Evie watches mortals from afar until a friend smuggles her through a portal into the human world. There she sees Adan, the human Dreamer. When she returns from her unsanctioned trip, she learns Adan is missing and her director blames her. Evie disguises herself in human form and returns to find Adan, suspecting that there is a sinister plot in motion.Book Series Recaps and Reviews: No spoilers in this rapid review of This Dreamer by Sara Watterson. I am always looking for clean reads for my middle schooler, and this fantasy did not disappoint. I pre-read this novel, as I do most novels for my 12-year-old daughter, and I loved it! And she loved it, too! She finished it in three days. We each loved discovering the parallels to the story of Joseph as we read. The character Adan loosely follows this storyline with a modern fantasy twist. Adan goes to school in the city but finds it increasingly difficult to deal with his strange dreams. Evie is a guardian angel of sorts, a Watcher, who must deal with her flaws and the aftermath of an impulsive mistake. Her storyline is an overarching battle between good and evil. These two characters are thrown together when Adan goes missing, and Evie is wrongfully blamed. Adan and Evie both wrestle with the question, “Why am I here?” and I loved the answers this author provided. As a parent of an adopted child, I was pleasantly surprised to find a strong message of belonging and purpose for the adopted teen or tween. Adan the Dreamer is a foster kid who wonders why he is here if his birth mom didn’t want him. Through the story, he learns his purpose is in his Maker, and the Maker put him exactly where he intended and where Adan belongs. He also discovers that learning to forgive is a must, even toward his birth mom. All this is subtly wrapped in a fun and exciting adventure story I think any teen or tween would enjoy! I picked up This Dreamer because I sought clean reads for my middle schooler. I can happily report that this novel is appropriate for all ages, a clean book for young teens or older teens. And the messages of family and purpose were spot on. I highly recommend it. It’s a fun, clean read for middle school and up.
9798985747454 My Favorite Color Is Your Something Blue Austin, Eva HS Mackin Annotation: As the summer ends, Morgan is asked to be a bridesmaid in the wedding of her childhood babysitter in a tiny lake town. After some trouble getting to the wedding that involved a rude boy dumping blue slushy on her at a gas station, she finally arrives to meet the groomsman the bride and groom wants to set her up with--the boy from the gas station. Will Jameson is tall and cute, but Morgan swore off dating and Will is not interested in being set up. However, Will and Morgan learn that sometimes love is as messy as a melted blue slushy.Perfect for fans of Kasie West, this fun, light-hearted, and sweet summer romance book is great for teens, tweens, or anyone. Sometimes, love is messy. The last thing Morgan wants is to spend one of her final weekends before school starts at a wedding in a tiny town in the middle of nowhere. But that’s exactly what she’s doing since her favorite childhood babysitter is getting married. Maybe it won’t be so bad—more of a relaxing getaway. But then they introduce her to him. Will Jameson. Tall. Super cute. And sweet. Or so they say. A younger cousin to the groom, he’s also in the wedding. But…they’ve already met. Briefly. When he spilled blue slush all over her at a gas station. Words were exchanged. And now, the bride and groom are trying to set them up. It’s a good thing Morgan swore off dating until college. There’s no way she’s interested. Right? Your Something Blue is a sweet YA romance Kindle book with small-town charm and cozy lake-side vibes. The My Favorite Color novels are dual-point-of-view, clean romance books for teens, perfect for readers of any age.
9798985747478 My Favorite Color Is the Golden Hour Austin, Eva HS Mackin Annotation: After graduating from high school, Emma's parents send her to live with her grandmother in Carlton Landing for the fall semester and work at a coffee shop. She decides to work on her novel and hopefully meet the cute carpenter next door. But when her childhood best friend Bryson, who betrayed her and broke her heart, arrives back in town after three years, Emma must choose to hold onto her grudge or to forgive.The My Favorite Color series is a fun, light-hearted, and funny no-spice teen romance series for teens, tweens, or anyone. When her childhood best friend turned enemy arrives back in town after three years, a girl must decide whether to hold onto that grudge or open her heart and finally forgive. After a recent string of bad luck, Emma’s parents send her to live with her grandma for the fall semester in their Carlton Landing vacation home. Never mind that she swore never to return. But during her small-town banishment, she's decided to focus on a few simple things: school work, finishing her novel, and, most importantly, arranging a chance meeting with the cute carpenter next door. But her plans blow off course when Bryson, her childhood best friend, arrives. Sure, he’s tall and cute and has grown up in a very good way, but three years ago, she promised to hate him forever. She intends to steer clear but soon finds this tiny town won’t let her avoid him…or the nagging feeling that she has it all wrong. He was the one to blame for their broken friendship…right? Is he merely a distraction from her carefully laid plans with the carpenter, or will Bryson convince her to break that promise to herself and finally forgive? A 2026 Teen Readers' Choice Award Finalist!
9780785264002 Wishtress Brandes, Nadine HS Publishers Weekly, 07/17/2022 Brandes’s (Romanov) literal wish-fulfillment fantasy is filled with Christian allegory and richly imagined worldbuilding that’s complemented by complex characters. When Myrthe was 12, she cried for the first time and discovered that she was the Wishtress—one who is born “every hundred years or so. Always female. A heroine of the kingdom,” and that her tears can be turned into wishes. Now 17, her grandmother, Oma, who has studied Wishtress history her entire life and insists the gift comes with strict rules that Oma refuses to teach, purports to keep Myrthe locked away for her own protection. After a wish gone wrong endangers Myrthe’s life, dooming her to death with the next tear she sheds, she resolves to cage her heart away in a prison of stone. Accompanied by enigmatic magic user Bastiaan, who has the power to stop time, Myrthe must embark on a perilous quest to break her curse, but as the two connect, it becomes harder to keep her heart locked away. Brandes’s fluid prose adeptly details the fantastical world of Winterune, and Myrthe and Bastiaan’s seemingly forbidden romance handily propels the plot toward a climactic resolution. Characters read as white. Ages 13–up. Agent: Steve Laube, Steve Laube Agency. (Sept.)Publisher Description Her tears grant wishes. Her next tear will end her life. She didn't ask to be the Wishtress. Myrthe was born with the ability to turn her tears into wishes. But when a granted wish goes wrong, she is cursed: the next tear she sheds will kill her. She must travel to the Well to break the curse before it can claim her life--and before the king's militairen find her. To survive the journey, Myrthe must harden her heart to keep herself from crying even a single tear. He can stop time with a snap of his fingers. Bastiaan's powerful--and rare--talent came in handy when he kidnapped the old king. Now the new king has a job for him: find the Wishtress and deliver her to the schloss. But Bastiaan needs a wish of his own. He gains Myrthe's trust by promising to take her to the Well, but once he gets what he needs, he'll turn her in. As long as his growing feelings for the girl with a stone heart don't compromise him. Their quest can end only one way: with her death. Everyone seems to need a wish--the king, Myrthe's cousin, the boy she thinks she loves. And they're ready to bully, beg, and betray her for it. No one knows that to grant even one wish, Myrthe would pay with her life. And if she tells them about the curse . . . they'll just kill her anyway. "A beautiful tale about self-worth, second chances, and mysterious enchantment." --Kathryn Purdie, #1 New York Times bestselling author Exciting, low-spice YA romantasy Stand-alone novel Book length: approximately 125,000 words Includes discussion questions for book clubs
9798886050349 Enhanced Kade, Candace HS Kirkus Review, 01/31/2023 A university freshman straddles the line between two worlds in a futuristic dystopian Beijing. It’s 2124. In the Asian Federation’s New Beijing Metropolis, a post–Genetic Revolution world sees those who can afford it living genetically engineered lives as the Enhanced, with modified attributes that determine their high social status. Seventeen-year-old Lee Urban was born a Natural in the dangerous Outskirts, without any genetic modifications, adopted by an affluent Enhanced family from the Metropolis, and forced to hide the truth about her DNA her whole life. Now, her dream to become an Artisan is predicated on her gaining a high enough social credit score and surviving unscathed the perils of attending Peking University without revealing that she is faking being an Enhanced. But as a mysterious hacker threatens to reveal her secret, Urban’s lies start to unravel, risking herself, her family, and her relationship with her Natural boyfriend, Everest, the only person who accepts her for who she is. The novel excels in its portrayal of an unequal, divided society obsessed with social status and genetic modifications, with technology present in every aspect of life. This premise sets the scene for Urban’s slow journey toward identity and agency. Despite some abrupt transitions, a vaguely defined political setting, and uneven pacing, Urban’s story flourishes in twists and turns that intrigue and engage. Most characters are assumed to be of Chinese descent. Uneven but ultimately satisfying. (Science fiction. 14-18)Publisher Description Lee Urban is living a lie. In a society where everyone's DNA determines their destiny, being a Natural means automatic relegation to the gritty and dangerous Outskirts. With the harnessed power of gene-editing, the ability to create a super-human race has transformed the world and offered the opportunity of a genetically enhanced life. But only to those who can afford it. Born a Natural, Lee Urban was adopted into the Enhanced high society of the Asian Federation and forced to conceal her genetic roots. When her dream of attending Peking University becomes a reality, she is determined to go despite a warning from a mysterious source. Targeted by a hacker bent on exposing her true DNA, Urban faces off with an Artificial Intelligence Game that puts her—and her lies—to the test. What was supposed to be a dream come true turns into a lethal gamble of hide-and-seek with her genetics. Can Urban continue the act, or will the cracks in her story expose her and endanger her family?
9781621842323 Vivid Bustamante, Ashley HS Kirkus Review, 04/30/2022 An orphan and a loner, Ava Locke studies and hopes to become a Benefactor like her mentor, Selene, protecting the land of Magus against Mentalists. Seventeen-year-old Ava is a top student at Prism, one of Magus’ elite schools, where they teach Shapers (Blue magic users) and Augmentors (Red magic users). In the past, Prism also taught Yellow magic users, or Mentalists, until they began abusing mind control. Since then, Yellow magic has been forbidden. Ava is troubled that the school teaches nothing about Yellow magic: How can she fight the unknown? When Ava meets gallant Elm, a Mentalist, she knows she should turn him in, but she can’t resist the possibility of learning about Yellow magic from him. Thus begins her alliance with Elm, setting both of them in opposition to Selene and the Benefactors. Slowly dawning realizations are limited to narrator Ava’s perspective, and the action is largely centered on her internal struggle. Ava questions whether Mentalists are inherently evil, and as she helps Elm dismantle devices created by the Benefactors to control public perception, she learns that the Benefactors are abusing their power. She also recovers memories about her parents. This first book in a new series is focused on worldbuilding and introducing the default White cast. The innocent romance between Ava and Elm and the hint of a battle to come will hook readers for the next installment. Compelling magical fare for early teens. (Fantasy. 12-15)Publisher Description DANGER LURKS BEHIND EVERY COLOR Ava Locke dives into the mysteries of forbidden Yellow magic and discovers a dark path filled with secrets and injustice. When Ava Locke was five years old, she began a journey to join the Benefactors—the leaders of the magical continent of Magus. Twelve years later, she unwittingly started down the road to betray them. On Magus where colors fuel magical abilities, yellow is banned in an effort to protect people from its mind-controlling capabilities. When a rogue Yellow magic-user named Elm escapes imprisonment Ava becomes innocently fascinated with his story. Once this mysterious Elm shows up at her school, Ava pushes her interest to the next level by helping him evade the Benefactors. Ava grows increasingly conflicted as her intrigue leads her down a dark road of secrets about her world. As she learns more about Yellow magic’s potential to control its victims, Ava now must question whether her rash decisions are all her own or if someone else is pulling the strings.
9781621841999 Recorder McCrumb, Cathy HS Publishers Weekly, 08/22/2021 McCrumb’s stirring debut and Children of the Consortium trilogy launch features an unusual, nameless heroine, who was gifted to a totalitarian far-future government in utero to become one of its “recorders,” mentally implanted, drone-controlled thought police who, deprived of all human emotion, observe, report, and assess the activities of all other citizens. Her first assignment after completing training is a space station rescue mission that goes horribly wrong: most of the station’s occupants are already dead, and the drone that controls the heroine is destroyed by a giant cockroach, leaving her vulnerable to forbidden emotions. She begins to feel for the civilian members of the rescue crew, who gradually befriend her despite her off-putting chilliness, among them a young man who comes to care for her deeply. She also uncovers a mystery involving murder and sabotage, which her developing human morality forces her to solve, even at the risk of her own destruction. McCrumb achieves a fascinating coming-of-age story in a convincing far-future technical milieu containing credible characters with consistent and powerful motivations. Readers looking for hard science fiction with heart should snap this up. (Nov.)Publisher Description The Consortium is All. But Recorder Can No Longer Obey. Recorder has no family, no friends, and no name. Donated to the Consortium before birth, her sole purpose is to maintain and verify the records. A neural implant and drone ensure compliance, punishing for displays of bias. Suddenly cut off from controlling technology, Recorder tastes what it means to be human. But if the Consortium discovers her feelings, everyone she knows will be in danger. With no name, no resources, and only an infinitesimal possibility of escape, Recorder's time is running out.
9781621842156 The Wonderland Trials Ella, Sara HS Kirkus Review, 05/14/2022 A reimagining of Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. In a near-future England, a Great Divide happened when twin princesses vied for the throne, and now Normal England and Wonderland exist uneasily side by side, occupying the same space but not the same reality. Sixteen-year-old Alice Liddell is an orphan, a card shark, and a sometime pickpocket. She dreams of trading her Normal life, in which she lives with boring older sister Charlotte, for the glory of the Wonderland Trials, an annual competition between four teams of teenagers. The Trials require competitors to solve puzzles and involve magic and trickery; physical injury is a very real threat. When Alice is chosen as a Wildflower (someone from the non-Wonder side of things who is recruited into Wonderland for the Trials), she finds her background and future are entirely different from what she believed. Heavy-handed exposition fails to make sense of a world that plays with the idea of nonsense but lacks the effervescent whimsy Carroll embraced. Characters (almost exclusively default White) fall into thinly developed types, especially love interest and snarky bad boy Chess Shire. British terms (brolly, git, mate) awkwardly pepper the largely American English syntax, further detracting from this muddled work that does not live up to its inventive premise. Like the Jabberwock, best avoided. (map) (Speculative fiction. 12-16)Publisher Description Solve the clues. Face your fears. Survive the Trials. All Alice Liddell wants is to escape her Normal life in Oxford and find the parents who abandoned her ten years ago. But she gets more than she bargained for when her older sister Charlotte is arrested for having the infamous Wonder Gene—the key to unlocking the curious Wonderland Reality. Soon, Alice receives a rather cryptic invitation to play for Team Heart in this year’s annual—and often deadly—Wonderland Trials. Now she has less than twenty-four hours to find her way into Wonderland where nothing is impossible . . . or what it seems. The stakes are raised when she discovers players go missing during the Trials each year. Will she and her team solve the clues and find the missing players? Or will betrayal and distrust win, leaving Alice alone in a world of her own? Follow the White Rabbit into this topsy-turvy fantasy where players become prey, a sip of the wrong tea might as well be poison, and a queen’s ways do not always lead one where they ought to go.
9781953957009 The Chase Caffee, Bradley HS Mackin Annotation After society's Great Collapse, the Law brought order and peace. Now, generations later, the twelve alliances of the World Coalition participate in an annual contest called the Chase with the prize being the opportunity to pass one new law. Willis Thomson leads the Red Team in the Western Alliance, while Perryn Davis leads the Blue Team as designated losers subject to genetic recoding. Perryn hopes to survive long enough to retire before the recoding kills her. Then a mysterious new racer with knowledge of the outside arrives at the training center. Willis and Perryn find themselves in a race to win the Chase or die trying.The Sanctuary Reviews: Win the Chase. Be the hero. Or die trying. The chaos and anarchy following the Great Collapse nearly brought the world to its knees until the unchanging Law brought order and peace. Generations later, the twelve alliances of the World Coalition come together once a year to allow their best and brightest young people to compete in the Chase. The prize? A chance to pass exactly one new law. The son of two former Chase runners, Willis Thomson is the top trainee in the Western Alliance. With the expectations of the world and his heritage driving him, he leads his elite Red Team as they prepare for his moment to become a coveted Law-changer. Perryn Davis, the new leader of the Blue Team, struggles to survive as she competes as one of the designated losers. She knows that losing means genetic recoding, a process that cannot go on indefinitely, and longs to age out of the program before it kills her. When a mysterious new racer with knowledge of the outside shows up at their orbiting training center, the natural order of the Western Alliance trainees is upended. In a world where too much knowledge is dangerous, Willis and Perryn find themselves in a race to save their lives and uncover the hidden underbelly of the peaceful World Coalition. My Review THE CHASE had some elements that I really enjoyed and some things that I struggled with, so I’m a little bit torn in writing my review. I liked the concept of the race. It reminded me a little bit of THE HUNGER GAMES, where the hopes for the future are pinned on a chosen few of the kids, and the world is broken up into allied areas under one central government. It also reminded me a little bit of DIVERGENT in the way the runners were split up into teams caught in a high stakes competition. One of the things I struggled with was the way the characters related to each other. There were some relationships that seemed nuanced and layered– like Jez’s relationship with Willis. It was clear that she had some feelings for him that he didn’t recognize, and that it caused a lot of tension. I loved that and the way it was present but not overly highlighted. I kind of didn’t understand Willis and Perryn’s relationship, though. It’s clear he’s attracted to her, but I wasn’t totally sure I understood why? It kind of read like he felt sorry for her or was attracted to her as a damsel in distress? Their relationship seemed kind of simplistic or shallow to me. I wasn’t sure I understood the connection enough to invest in hoping they eventually got together. On the whole, I think the concept of the race is interesting. I wish the relationships between characters and some of the characters themselves had more complexity. Some of the issues the story raised were unexpected and interesting. I could see fans of Andrew Klavan reading and enjoying this one. Content Notes Recommended for Ages 12 up. Representation Major characters are white. Profanity/Crude Language Content Lots of name-calling and insulting. No profanity. Romance/Sexual Content Some obvious attraction between a boy and girl. Spiritual Content None. Violent Content Situations of peril. One of the team leaders verbally and physically abuses other runners. The person in charge of the teams also verbally abuses runners. One runner threatens and hits another. Runners try to sabotage and even kill each other. Runners who don’t perform well are forced to undergo a medical procedure. Drug Content A couple of runners are drugged against their will.
9781250359889 A Curious Kind of Magic Rutherford, Mara HS TAYSHA's List Kirkus Review, 09/30/2025 A surly shopgirl, a kindly boy, and a girl who’s struggling with a curse forge an unlikely alliance. After the death of her Da, 17-year-old Willow Stokes manages their family business, Edward Stokes’s Cabinet of Magical Curiosities, a store with precarious finances that sells purportedly magical items. When Brianna Hargrave arrives in Willow’s small village seeking a grimoire, the two, joined by Willow’s gentlehearted best friend (and possible love interest), Finlay Barrow, find themselves on a whirlwind adventure to save Willow’s shop and break Bri’s curse. Willow has a tough exterior, preferring to keep her feelings internalized, something that’s becoming increasingly difficult as she wrestles with her newfound feelings for Finlay. Bri, on the other hand, has a gentle demeanor, but she grapples with self-imposed isolation—if she touches anyone, she’ll imbue them with magic. Rutherford’s sweetly wrought fantasy is bespelling in itself, combining magic, witches, an enchanted dragon egg, a heist, and a swoonworthy friends-to-lovers romance. From a visit to a grimoire library to a tempestuous journey on the high seas, fantasy fans will find much to enjoy here, from the popular, recognizable tropes to the themes of found family and working through grief, all presented with a dash of wish fulfillment. Willow, Brianna, and Finlay are white, and there’s some racial diversity among the supporting characters. Bewitching. (Fantasy. 13-17)Booklist, 07/31/2025 Grades 8-12 - "Willow put up emotional walls after her father passed unexpectedly and doesn’t consider much beyond survival. Her only driving thought is keeping her father’s magical curiosity shop alive, but how can she do that when her father was a notorious sham and nothing in the shop is actually magic? Things come to a head when she discovers a newcomer, Brianna, who has the ability to bring magical objects to life. Willow isn’t sure what to do with her at first or whether Brianna’s a romantic rival for the boy Willow can’t admit she has feelings for, but she makes a deal with Brianna: enchant the objects in the shop, so long as Willow helps find the cure for the curse Brianna was born with. Although the plot weaves a little, the twists and turns will keep readers engaged and hoping for happy resolutions for the trio. Willow is highly relatable—flawed but wanting to be a better person—and easy to root for as she grows on her journey to save the shop and herself."
9781665952668 All the Noise At Once Davis, DeAndra HS TAYSHA's List Publishers Weekly Starred, 04/06/2025 Though Black high school junior Aiden loves football, he’s always believed that his reactions to overstimulation connected with his autism diagnosis would prevent him from joining his older brother, star quarterback Brandon, on the high school team. When he participates in summer tryouts, his overwhelm from a multi-person pileup triggers a meltdown. Assuming he’s doomed his chances, Aiden moves on, until a confluence of events results in his making the team, a development that not everyone—including some of his new teammates—is happy about. Then Aiden is involved in a physical altercation with a white teammate, and Brandon, having protected Aiden, is wrongfully charged with assaulting a white police officer. With the future Brandon has worked so hard for—and the brothers’ relationship—in jeopardy, Aiden determines to clear his brother’s name. Chapter titles count down the days leading up to and following the incident, grounding readers and injecting immediacy into Davis’s propulsive debut. Aiden’s intimate first-person perspective offers an organic portrayal of a Black autistic teen navigating social stigma and systemic racism. Writing nuanced and complexly rendered characters, family dynamics, and social commentary, Davis delivers a powerful portrayal of identity and siblinghood that’s as gripping as it is thoughtful. Ages 14–up. Agent: Kat Kerr, Donald Maass Literary. (Apr.)School Library Journal Starred, 03/31/2025 Gr 8 Up—Despite a disastrous summer football tryout, when fall arrives, star quarterback Brandon convinces the coaches to let his younger autistic brother Aiden join the team. Aggravated by the updated roster, some players turn a post-game hangout into a fight, and when the cops are called, chaos ensues. In the aftermath, the white players walk away unscathed, Aiden is shaken up, and Brandon is wrongly charged with assaulting a police officer. As everything Brandon worked for begins slipping away, Aiden is determined to prove his brother's innocence before the impending trial destroys their family. Davis's debut novel beautifully tackles race, social justice, and disability through direct, candid character interactions. Aiden's experience as a Black autistic teen will leave many people feeling seen while exposing neurotypical readers to an acute awareness of life they have never journeyed through. Aiden and Brandon's relationship is dynamic, vulnerable, and healthy, leaning into the messy reality of love and guilt colliding. The resolution comes with the knowledge that sometimes there is no apology, even when warranted, and all one can do is move forward while hoping for better. Aiden and Brandon are Black. VERDICT A stellar debut about ignorance and privilege and the abuse of it that resonates beyond the final page.—Emily Walker Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.
9781635831054 Cope Feild Simpson, TL HS TAYSHA's List School Library Journal Starred, 02/28/2026 Gr 8 Up—Rich, white, handsome Crawford Cope is the son of Hunter Cope, the best baseball player to ever come out of Quiet County, AR. He has always lived under the pressure of extremely high expectations and his father's insistence on perfection, particularly in his performance on the pitching mound. Lately, Craw's anger has gotten the best of him, and hitting his father in the head with a bat is his latest mistake. The judge in Crawford's case, a friend of his father's, lets him off easy, with a sentence of community service at a ball field being reconstructed and named in Hunter's honor. There Craw meets Hannah Flores, a black-clad, pink-haired girl also sentenced to community service. As Crawford and Hannah slide toward friendship and maybe more, things with his father continue to deteriorate until Craw must finally decide where his loyalty lies. With wrenching emotion, an authentic voice, and a clear-eyed take on the impossible decisions and brutal circumstances that often face young people, Simpson's sophomore novel, after Strong Like You, is a powerhouse. Poverty and wealth; sadness and joy; fear and explosive, righteous anger lie side-by-side along Crawford's journey through abuse and toward self-control. Short chapters headed by Hannah's playlist titles keep the pages turning, and readers will find it hard to put down. VERDICT Heartbreaking, hopeful, and near pitch-perfect.—Allie Stevens Copyright 2026 Reed Business Information.Kirkus Reviews Starred, 01/14/2025 Years after his mother abandoned their family, a teen baseball star struggles with his feelings toward his abusive father in this contemporary novel set in small-town Arkansas. After Crawford Cope hits his father with a baseball bat, he’s sentenced to 300 hours of community service—working to revamp a baseball diamond that will be named Cope Field after his famous pops, a hometown hero who played in the major leagues. Craw, who’s white, is paired with Hannah Flores, a brown-skinned, bisexual punk rocker with bright blue, pink-tipped hair. They go to the same school, but he doesn’t know her; Craw’s reputation as the son of a wealthy local legend precedes him. Hannah has no interest in baseball, and Craw is initially annoyed by her constant talking, but as they learn more about each other and their respective difficult home lives, Craw falls for Hannah. His understandable anger toward his mercurial father fills him with shame, even when it’s provoked by his protective feelings toward his funny, precocious younger brother, Sutton, who doesn’t even remember their momma. Though he’s also tempted to play the hero for Hannah, who faces bullying at school and at home, Craw’s developing understanding that his well-intentioned barging in isn’t helping her, plus his willingness to listen to what she really wants from him, are refreshing. This heartbreaking, finely drawn story will keep readers engaged. A wise, emotionally rich tale of a young man finding his way through family trauma. (Fiction. 14-18)
9781250328533 Sisters in the Wind Boulley, Angeline HS TAYSHA's List School Library Journal Starred, 08/31/2025 Gr 9 Up—An explosion at work shortly after a stranger drops off a note—"Lucy, come home where you are loved"—divides her life into pre-blast and post-blast. Lucy is an only child raised by her dad who lied about her Native American heritage and about her mother. Lucy ends up in foster care after his death. In her first placement, she meets Devery, who gives her advice on surviving the system. Lucy is eventually placed in a group home where she feels safe. Gradually, she realizes something is off. Her suspicions lead her to snoop, and she finds documents revealing human trafficking. Lucy flees with the evidence, fearing for her life, and tries to disappear. After the blast, Lucy is cared for by John Jameson and Daunis Fontaine as she recovers from her injuries. They try to persuade her to meet her mother's family. She is leery of them but also terrified her secrets will harm them. Lucy is lured back to the group home where a final confrontation takes place. Lucy's tough exterior hides her concern for others as she navigates situations involving abuse, drug use, and murder. The time line is between The Firekeepers Daughter and Warrior Girl Unearthed with Daunis and John's relationship a secondary plot, but it's a strong standalone story full of suspense and survival. There are trigger warnings as the book delves into difficult topics. VERDICT A gritty story of trust and betrayal, Lucy's life absorbs readers and leaves them wanting more. A definite first buy.—Tamara Saarinen Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.Booklist Starred Reviews, 07/31/2025 Grades 9-12 - "*Starred Review* Boulley's third novel opens in 2009, situating this story between Firekeeper's Daughter (2021) and Warrior Girl Unearthed (2023). Lucy Smith spent her teen years in Michigan’s foster care system, an experience that made her (understandably) wary of others. Now a runaway, Lucy is on high alert when a mysterious man approaches her and reveals that not only does she still have family but also she’s Ojibwe and should have been protected by ICWA (the Indian Child Welfare Act). After danger from her past gets a step too close, Lucy reluctantly accepts the stranger’s help. Lucy's first-person perspective is magnetic and immediately immerses the reader in Lucy's world. Alternating chapters flash back to Lucy's childhood; both equally gripping time lines move forward chronologically. This structure offers clues to who is after Lucy as the story races to an explosive conclusion. Lucy's increasing connection to her culture—learning Ojibwe lifeways, language, and beliefs—is an emotionally resonant and healing part of her journey. While big systems such as foster care and ICWA are integral to the story, information about these issues is presented in ways that are relevant to the viscerally real characters. Weaving together the history of stolen Native children with the contemporary dangers to vulnerable teens, this unforgettable novel is impossible to put down.HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Boulley's a Printz winner and a best-seller, so order up to get that wait-list down."
9780316567954 Rules for Camoflage Cronn-Mills, Kirstin HS TAYSHA's List School Library Journal, 05/31/2024 Gr 9 Up—Evvie Chambers can't wait to graduate high school. After all, avoiding bullies, dealing with her biology teacher Mrs. Dearborn, and camouflaging her true self all day takes up a lot of energy. Thank goodness for the Lair: a storage room transformed into a secret space "for all the kids who need time-outs on a regular basis. Good time-outs. Not the punishing kind." Kids like Evvie. She knows she has an "unruly brain," she just doesn't see what's wrong with that. Fortunately, Rachel, the band teacher, understands. So does Evvie's mom (who recently discovered her own neurodiversity), and Evvie's best friend Ken. But Mrs. Dearborn doesn't, and she's Evvie's final hurdle before a gap year to work with Aretha, an octopus at the Minnesota Zoo and Evvie's "most favorite animal on Earth besides [her] cat, Popcorn." Things are not going well: Mrs. Dearborn requires a final presentation on foxes instead of octopuses, Ken is struggling with potential alcohol abuse, and rumors abound that the Lair will be closed. So when Evvie meets Blue, she adds navigating her first relationship to an already overwhelming list. At times her talk around labels (which are never disclosed) takes readers out of the story, and some characters are cartoonishly cruel, particularly when a fellow student is attacked. Still, readers will root for Evvie's success and appreciate her deep connection to Aretha and the way the octopus, master of camouflage, teaches Evvie all the lessons she needs to live and love comfortably in her own skin. VERDICT Some uneven characterization but nonetheless a mostly refreshing entry to the growing body of literature featuring neurodivergent characters. Recommended.—Rebecca Kirshenbaum Copyright 2024 Reed Business Information.Booklist Starred Reviews, 04/30/2024 Grades 9-12 - "*Starred Review* Evvie Chambers is one project away from graduation. But her biology teacher, Mrs. Dearborn, has assigned her a report on foxes and won’t make any accommodations for her neurodivergence or her special interest in cephalopods—especially Aretha, the day octopus at the Minnesota Zoo. She has some teachers who accommodate her and the other “weird” kids, especially Ms. Brownlee, the band teacher, who set up a “lair” in the band storage room for sensory breaks, naps, snacks, and general time-outs. Mrs. Dearborn’s great-nephew Vandal and his friends are escalating their attacks on the lair kids from mockery to physical altercations, and with her best friend spending more time drinking, Evvie needs to make lists (of eight points each, one for each of Aretha’s tentacles) to figure out how to solve her problems, gather allies, and fight for the rights of all the “weird” kids. Supporting her are her mom (also neurodivergent), the aquarium keepers at the zoo, and Blue, another zoo volunteer and Evvie's romantic interest. Cronn-Mills (Wreck, 2019) never reveals any specific diagnoses, but her insightful and honest depiction of the reality of life with an “unruly brain” makes this a must-read. As Evvie lists, “1. Don’t / 2. let / 3. the / 4. neurotypicals / 5. get / 6. you / 7. down. / 8. Amen.”"
9780063271272 The Scammer Jackson, Tiffany D. HS TAYSHA's List School Library Journal Starred, 08/31/2025 Gr 9 Up—College freshman Jordyn is ready for a fresh start at historically Black college Frazier University. Her parents have been distant since the death of her brother and would rather she go to Yale. Determined to forge her own path and make the friends she lacked in high school, Jordyn is excited when she meets her three roommates at the start of the semester. All of that changes when her roommate Vanessa's brother Devonte, who was recently released from prison, moves in. His conspiracy theories and enigmatic presence draw in Jordyn's roommates as he gains a cultlike following around campus. As Devonte's ideas and actions get more radical and he asks for more psychologically and financially, it is up to Jordyn to save herself and her newfound sisters. Jordyn and her roommates show how easy it can be to be taken in by a scam artist when making the transition from home to adulthood. Readers will anxiously watch as even the strongest of characters begin to succumb to Devonte's psychological manipulations. Jordyn is not alone in her struggle to overcome Devonte's manipulations. The only white student on campus, Nick, who is also dealing with his own grief, comes to Jordyn's aid and serves as a potential romantic interest. Like most of Jackson's books, expect the unexpected until the very last page in a cautionary tale that will have readers anxious to see who will survive the machinations of a charismatic manipulator. VERDICT A highly recommended read for fans of young adult psychological thrillers and Jackson's previous works.—Ashley Leffel Copyright 2025 Reed Business Information.Booklist Starred Reviews, 08/31/2025 Grades 10-12 - "*Starred Review* Jordyn Monroe turns down an offer at Yale, against her parents’ fervent wishes, to attend Frazier University, an HBCU in Washington, DC. Jordyn has many reasons for attending Frazier, not the least of which is wanting to finally fit in; she was one of few students of color in her high school. She quickly bonds with her three roommates, gaining friendships she never felt were allowed at home. However, when roommate Vanessa’s brother, Devonte, fresh out of prison, stays with them for an ever-increasing amount of time, his conspiracy-laden sermons and plans for a new world order start to make Jordyn question her purpose, her worth, and her sanity. Understanding the lure of conspiratorial teachings or a charismatic leader can be difficult, but Jackson shows how quickly rational people can be corrupted by sinister intentions. Readers will become both angry at and afraid for Jordyn and her friends, as dangerous currents flow underneath every escalating action of the quickly forming cult. While Jordyn’s love interest, Nick, may seem too knight-in-shining-armor for some, his underlying need to help Jordyn is explained well. The inevitable conflicts among Jordyn, Devonte’s followers, and even her own parents escalate the tension to a stomach-churning level. The revealing ending will lead readers to question what makes a person tick, what can make them break, and, ultimately, how to heal. Another visceral, propulsive thriller from an undisputed master of the genre.High-Demand Backstory: Reliably best-selling Jackson puts out hit after hit, and her many fans will be eager to get their hands on this one, too."
9781536253146 This Thing of Ours Joseph, Frederick HS TAYSHA's List Booklist, 03/31/2025 Grades 9-12 - "After Ossie suffers a torn ACL injury at the state championship, he is suddenly unmoored from the game he built his life around. Basketball isn’t his only talent, however; he is also a gifted writer. Joining his school’s special writing program, Ossie finds himself inspired by authors like James Baldwin and finds solace in the lessons of his teacher, Ms. Hunt. Sadly, some other students in the class—upper-crust prep kids—don’t see the value in Ms. Hunt’s curriculum and begin a movement to get her fired. As tensions rise, Ossie begins to consider how he, with his large online following, could support Ms. Hunt, but he quickly learns that the noblest of gestures may result in the direst of consequences. Ossie is a refreshingly complex character who is aware of how others—the school’s athletics department, college activists safe in their ivory towers—want to use him for his athletic gifts and the fan base it has garnered him. Readers will be inspired by how he learns to stand up against the disguised race-class fissures that have long existed in his school."Kirkus Reviews Starred, 02/28/2025 A Black basketball star starts his senior year by pivoting to find his true voice in the classroom. Ossie Brown was destined for greatness before an injury in a game ended his high school basketball career. Ossie feels like his future was stolen—and on top of that, his girlfriend dumps him. Grandma Alice comforts him with a reminder that basketball doesn’t define him; still, the game helped Ossie cope with his fractured relationship with his widowed mother. A new opportunity opens up when Ms. Hunt, Ossie’s Black English teacher at mostly white Braxton Academy, where he has a full-ride scholarship, tells him about the Mark Twain Creative Writing Program. A vivid dream in which his father speaks to him inspires Ossie’s application essay. He connects with Luis and Naima, the only other participants who aren’t white, but agitation by conservative students against a “woke agenda” leads to Ms. Hunt’s replacement by a teacher who exclusively uses texts by white authors. Ossie’s online attempt to support Naima’s protest has unintended consequences, and he’s forced to reevaluate his solo activism. The central characters’ relationships will engage readers, and Ossie’s dilemma will resonate with anyone whose good intentions have gone sideways. Committed, pragmatic, and reflective Ossie ultimately learns from Grandma Alice’s wise counsel: “This thing of ours—life, you see—is only as beautiful as the bonds we make as we journey through it.” A thought-provoking exploration of storytelling dynamics in a social media–driven society. (Fiction. 14-18)
9798989401505 Calculated McBee, Nova HS Mackin Annotations Seventeen-year-old Jo River is a math prodigy, with a knack for numbers, but when she is betrayed by someone close to her, she's kidnapped by the world's most wanted smuggler, who forces her to use her ability to do mental calculations pretty much without thinking to build a criminal empire. But everything changes when she meets Red, a fellow captive, who becomes her mentor, and he helps her see the world in a different light. After Red dies, Jo vows to get revenge on her enemies with the help of Chan, a bitter billionaire, and Kai, his off-limits son.Series Recommendation: Calculated by Nova McBeeAs you all are well-aware by now, I’m not a super adventurous reader. I tend to stick in my happy Christian fiction sphere, and honestly, that’s not too much of a problem! There’s a lot of Christian fiction out there to keep me occupied. However, Calculated by Nova McBee caught my eye a couple years ago. I knew from a blog post I’d read that it was a modern Joseph retelling, but the back-cover copy told me it might be a bit more intense than my usual read. Which, I was right… but wow, was this series GOOD! There is no faith content, romance is light and clean (and angsty), and while it pushes my violence tolerance at times, it never felt gory, which I appreciated. If you’re a teen (or adult, of course) who loves a thrilling read, prodigies, intense fictional politics, and KILLER cliffhangers, you should definitely read this series! Just… make sure you have all the books before you start. Now, so you don’t have the same misguided thinking as I did while reading book three… it’s not a trilogy. Which is very good, because you should have heard me ranting to my siblings after I finished book three, before I realized a fourth was coming. Let’s just say, McBee left just about everything unresolved, and I was certain it was the end, and I was having some big feelings. I can’t wait for Liberated to come out! Also… apparently a movie is being made? What makes this series so excellent, you ask? How about… High stakes (and not just for our characters, but for entire governments and the world) Incredible worldbuilding that transports you to China, Tunisia, Finland, and more A large cast of unique and intriguing characters Themes of light overcoming darknessAnd so much more!


