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School Board 

Public Participation at School Board Meetings and Petitions to the Board  

During each regular and special open meeting of the School Board or Board Committee, any person 
may comment to or ask questions of the Board (public participation), subject to the reasonable 
constraints established and recorded in this policy. The Board listens to comments or questions during 
public participation; responses to comments to or questions of the Board are most often managed 
through Board policy 3:30, Chain of Command.  

To preserve sufficient time for the Board to conduct its business, any person appearing before the Board 
is expected to follow these guidelines:  

1. Address the Board only at the appropriate time as indicated on the agenda and when recognized 
by the Board President. This includes following the directives of the Board President to 
maintain order and decorum for all. 

2. Use a sign-in sheet. 
3. Identify oneself and be brief. Ordinarily, the time for any one person to address the Board 

during public participation shall be limited to three minutes. In extenuating circumstances, e.g., 
to accommodate a person's disability or language interpreter, and when an individual has made 
a request to speak for a longer period of time, the Board President may allow a person to speak 
for more than three minutes. If multiple individuals wish to address the Board on the same 
subject, the group is encouraged to appoint a spokesperson. 

4. Observe, when necessary and appropriate, the Board President’s authority to:  
a. Shorten the time for each person to address the Board during public participation to 

conserve time and give the maximum number of people an opportunity to speak; and/or 
b. Determine procedural matters regarding public participation not otherwise covered in 

Board policy. 
5. Conduct oneself with respect and civility toward others and otherwise abide by Board policy 

8:30, Visitors to and Conduct on School Property.  
Petitions or written correspondence to the Board shall be presented to the Board in the next regular 
Board packet.  

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-6 and 5/10-16. 
5 ILCS 120/2.06, Open Meetings Act. 
I.A. Rana Enterprises, Inc. v. City of Aurora, 630 F.Supp.2d 912 (N.D.Ill. 2009). 

CROSS REF.: 3:30 (Chain of Command), 2:220 (School Board Meeting Procedure), 8:10 
(Connection with the Community), 8:30 (Visitors to and Conduct on School 
Property) 

 

ADOPTED:        March 21, 2011  

 

REVISED:        November 7, 2016; September 28, 2022 
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General Personnel 

Religious Holidays  

The Superintendent or their designee shall grant an employee’s request for time off to observe a 
religious holiday if the employee gives at least one day's prior notice and the absence does not cause 
an undue hardship.  

Employees may use earned vacation time or personal leave to make up the absence, provided such time 
is consistent with the District’s operational needs. A per diem deduction may also be requested by the 
employee.  

LEGAL REF.: 775 ILCS 5/2-101 and 5/2-102, Ill. Human Rights Act. 
775 ILCS 35/, Religious Freedom Restoration Act. 

 
ADOPTED:         January 26, 2009  
 
REVIEWED:         September 28, 2022 
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Instruction 

Extracurricular and Co-Curricular Activities  

The Superintendent or their designee must approve an activity in order for it to be considered a District-
sponsored extracurricular or co-curricular activity, using the following criteria: 

1. The activity will contribute to the leadership abilities, social well-being, self-realization, good 
citizenship, or general growth of student-participants. 

2. Fees assessed for students are reasonable and do not exceed the actual cost of operation.  
3. The District has sufficient financial resources for the activity. 
4. Requests from students. 
5. The activity will be supervised by a school-approved sponsor. 

Non curriculum related student groups or clubs that are not school sponsored are governed by Board 
policy 7:330, Student Use of Buildings - Equal Access.  

Academic Criteria for Participation 
 
Students must satisfy all academic standards and must comply with the activity’s rules and the Student 
Conduct Code.  
 

For high school students, selection of members or participants is at the discretion of the teachers, 
sponsors, or coaches, provided that the selection criteria conform to the District’s policies. Participation 
in extracurricular or co-curricular activities is dependent upon course selection and successful progress 
in those courses. In order to be eligible to participate in any competitive or performance-based school-
sponsored or school-supported athletic or extracurricular or co-curricular activity, a student must 
maintain academic eligibility aligned with Illinois High School Association (IHSA) guidelines.  

 

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-20.30 and 5/24-24. 

CROSS REF.: 4:170 (Safety), 7:10 (Equal Educational Opportunities), 7:40 (Nonpublic School 
Students, Including Parochial and Home-Schooled Students), 7:240 (Conduct 
Code for Participants in Extracurricular Activities), 7:300 (Extracurricular 
Athletics), 7:330 (Student Use of Buildings - Equal Access), 8:20 (Community 
Use of School Facilities) 

ADOPTED:  March 17, 2008  

REVISED:  April 25, 2011; September 26, 2018, August 23, 2023 
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