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WHAT GUIDES OUR DECISIONS

Five guiding principles

1
St. Cloud Metro 
Partnership

One shared decision 

across our 

neighboring districts

2
Staff and 
Student Safety
The first question in 

every decision

3
Attendance and 
Access
Keeping students 

learning and 

connected

4
Predictable 
Decisions
Clear thresholds 

families can plan 

around

5
Timely 
Information
Families hear from us 

early and 

consistently



NEW FOR 2026–2027

Our first three weather closures 
will be snow days.
Full release days for all students and staff.



HOW CLOSURES ADD UP THIS YEAR

The closure sequence

CLOSURES 1 TO 3

Snow days
Full release for all students 

and staff

CLOSURES 4 TO 8

E-Learning days
Students learn from home with 

access to their teachers

BEYOND CLOSURE 8

Make-up days
We determine whether 

make-up days are required

Last year: the first closure was a non-student contact day, and E-Learning began with the second closure.



PRINCIPLE 1

St. Cloud Metro Partnership

Decided together

Sartell-St. Stephen, Sauk Rapids-Rice and St. 

Cloud Area School Districts make school closure 

decisions together.

Decided by each district

• Plans for learning at home

• Plans for make-up days, based on each 

district’s policies and resources



PRINCIPLE 2

Staff and student safety

When we decide on a closure, our priority is the safety of our 

students, families and staff.

Families know their own situation best
If a parent or guardian believes keeping their child home is the best choice during inclement weather, they 

may do so. The absence is excused when the family enters an absence request.



PRINCIPLE 4: PREDICTABLE DECISIONS

Cold weather closures

−35°
Air temperature or wind chill, 

forecast or reported

Our source
St. Cloud weather reporting from the National Weather Service (NWS) 

and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)

Two-hour late start
May be considered if temperatures are predicted to rise above −35° by 

9:30 a.m.



PRINCIPLE 4: PREDICTABLE DECISIONS

Snow, ice and wind

The forecast
Forecasted snow, ice and wind, and how those 

conditions accumulate

The roads
Current road conditions as reported by our 

transportation teams

We will avoid early-release decisions whenever possible.



PRINCIPLE 5

Timely information sharing
Whenever possible, we decide on closures or delays the evening before.

By 9:00 p.m.
Evening decisions are shared with 

families by phone.

No call?
If families have not heard from us 

by 9:00 p.m., no decision will be 

shared that evening.

5:15 to 6:00 a.m.
Morning decisions are shared in 

this window.



PRINCIPLE 3: ATTENDANCE AND ACCESS

When E-Learning begins

Starting with closure 4
E-Learning, also called Flexible 

Learning, begins after our three 

snow days, for up to five days.

How students learn
Instruction through choice boards 

PK-8 or Schoology 9-12

Who supports them
Students have access to their 

teachers and support staff.



E-LEARNING DAYS, IF NEEDED

Elementary: K-5

How students learn
Grade level choice boards, 1 choice board per e-learning day

Teacher availability
Teachers will monitor their emails for parent communication.

Attendance
Students may turn their completed choice board into their 

teacher within a week for attendance to be counted.

Support for every learner
QR Codes at the top are linked to videos explaining the choice 

board in English, Spanish, or Somali



E-LEARNING DAYS, IF NEEDED

Middle School: 6-8
How students learn
Grade level choice board including core and allied pages; 5 

copies of the same choice board, students are encouraged 

select different activities each day.

Teacher availability
Teachers will monitor their Schoology messages and emails 

for student or parent communication.

Attendance
Students may turn their completed choice board into their 

advisory teacher within a week for attendance to be counted.

Support for every learner
QR Codes at the top of the choice boards are linked to videos 

explaining the choice board in English, Spanish, or Somali.

Unique boards 

on the website & 

sent home in 

backpacks  for 

each grade 6, 7, 

and 8.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g3W9OMRdohd2qssINNPS5-MzuGEh3Bel/view?usp=sharing


E-LEARNING DAYS, IF NEEDED

High School: 9-12
How students learn
They are learning from home completing assignments posted 

on Schoology

Teacher availability
Students may contact their teachers through Schoology or 

through their district email addresses during working hours. 

Attendance and coursework
Assignments will be posted by 10 a.m., and teachers will be 

available by email throughout the day to answer questions and 

provide guidance.

Support for every learner

Teachers, counselors, and case managers are communicating 

with students to support needs



FOR OUR FAMILIES

Other important information

Have a plan
Please be sure you have a plan for your child in case of a 

closure, late start or early release.

Activities and practices
None are held on closure or early-release days. Rare 

exceptions for section or state-level meets are agreed upon by 

the participating superintendents.

Child care
KidStop provides child care at selected district locations 

during cold-weather closures.

Stay informed
Our website carries the latest information and updates during 

weather events.



Thank you
Questions?

St. Cloud Area School District 742


