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2026-27 Budget Calendar2026-27 Budget Calendar

Board approval of
the Budget
Reconciliation
Plan 

May 18,
2026

Committee
approval of the
initial 2026-27
budget

June 8,
2026

School Board
approval of the
initial 2026-27
budget 

August 24,
2026

Share equalized
value
Set Annual
Meeting date
Recommendation
for 2026-27 budget
and tax levy

May 11,
2026
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Approve the 2026-
27 budget and tax
levy for
publication and
presentation at
Annual Meeting

September 28,
2026

Regularly
scheduled
Committee
Meeting
Annual Meeting
and Budget
Hearing

October 13,
2026

School Board
approvals from
September
Committee
meeting

October 26,
2026

Adopt final budget
Adopt district tax
levy

September 14,
2026
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Budget Changes Since Annual MeetingBudget Changes Since Annual Meeting



Revenue Fails to Keep Pace with InflationRevenue Fails to Keep Pace with Inflation
Using the baseline for inflation reset to 2011, District revenue from the Revenue
Limit, and Per Pupil Categorical Aid significantly lags behind inflation.

This year, revenue is well over $13,000,000 behind the inflationary pace.

The total of the past fourteen years represents a deficit of over $71,000,000.

We continue to see the burden of inflation outpacing revenue.



Changes in FTE MembershipChanges in FTE Membership
Counting Students for Revenue Limit:

Membership and FTE Compared to Student Head Count
Three-Year Rolling Average
Open Enrollment Impact
Private School Voucher Program



Enrollment/Membership DataEnrollment/Membership Data



Trends in Open Enrollment (K-12)Trends in Open Enrollment (K-12)
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Levy Changes Since Annual Meeting
*Amounts are not drawn to scale and Community Service Levy is ignored as it remains constant.*

Levy Changes Since Annual Meeting
*Amounts are not drawn to scale and Community Service Levy is ignored as it remains constant.*

Full Revenue Limit - Operational Budget Dollars Available

General State Aid Amount General Fund Levy Amount

Debt Levy
w/Defeasance

$13,485,145

PROJECTED AT ANNUAL MEETING

FINAL LEVY

Full Revenue Limit - Operational Budget Dollars Available
Increased by $296,950

General State Aid Amount
Increased by $2,240,224

General Fund Levy
Amount

Decreased by
$1,943,274

Debt Levy
w/Defeasance

$11,947,278



Tax Impact of Private Voucher ProgramTax Impact of Private Voucher Program
The private school voucher aid deduction is a revenue limit exemption and
corresponding reduction in aid, funding private school vouchers for students
living in the Wausau School District receiving these vouchers.
This results in a direct impact to District tax payers of $4,629,595.

The tax levied for this expense is $4,629,595 and the corresponding mill rate for
this levy is $0.65 ($65 for a $100,000 home) which is up $0.02 from last year.
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Private School Voucher Tax Levy by MunicipalityPrivate School Voucher Tax Levy by Municipality



Benefits of Defeasance StrategyBenefits of Defeasance Strategy
Debt prepayment and defeasance are strategies
leveraged to pay debt ahead of regularly scheduled
payments.
This strategy has been used over the past decade of
budget cycles and is recommended for this upcoming
budget cycle.
During this period of time, about $87M of future debt
has been retired.
This has saved taxpayers over $28.5M of interest
payments.
This strategy of prepayment and defeasance can be
used as a variable, once other factors determining the
mill rate are established, to achieve a desired target
mill rate or tax levy. 



School Tax Allocation 2026-2027School Tax Allocation 2026-2027

from the Wisconsin Department of Revenue

from the WSD Levy Adoption 



Year by Year Tax Levy by Fund
Wausau School District
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Two Necessary MotionsTwo Necessary Motions
Motion to approve final 2026-2027 budgets as presented below:

Fund 10: Expenses $118,604,058 ($105,954,577 plus transfers to Fund 27);
Revenues $118,604,058
Fund 27: $22,829,688 ($10,186,654 plus transfer from Fund 10)
Other Fund 20: $3,900,000
Fund 30: Expenses $18,618,874; Revenues $18,533,558
Fund 40: Expenses $12,793,909; Revenues $1,010,000
Fund 50: Expenses $5,415,923; Revenues $5,111,000
Fund 80: $1,450,460 (levy, fees, and carryover)

Motion to adopt a final tax levy of $44,385,271 representing $24,759,713 for the
General Fund, $18,533,558 for the Debt Service Funds, and $1,092,000 for the
Community Service Fund.
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