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1 806 CRISIS MANAGEMENT POLICY  
2   
3 [NOTE: The Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education (Commissioner) is required to 
4 maintain and make available to school boards and charter schools a Model Crisis Management Policy.  
5 See Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.035.  School boards and charter schools must adopt a Crisis 
6 Management Policy to address potential crisis situations in their school districts or charter schools. Id. 
7 This Model Crisis Management Policy was originally the result of a collaborative effort among the 
8 Minnesota Department of Education, Division of Compliance and Assistance; the Minnesota Department 
9 of Public Safety, Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management; and the Minnesota School 

10 Boards Association.]  
11   
12  
13 I. I. PURPOSE  
14   
15 The purpose of this Model Crisis Management Policy is to act as a guide for school district and building 
16 administrators, school employees, students, school board members, and community members to address a 
17 wide range of potential crisis situations in the school district.  The stepbystep-by-step procedures 
18 suggested by this Policy will provide guidance to each school building in drafting crisis management plans 
19 to coordinate protective actions prior to, during, and after any type of emergency or potential crisis 
20 situation. Each school district should develop tailored building-specific crisis management plans for each 
21 school building in the school district, and sections or procedures may be added or deleted in those crisis 
22 management plans based on building needs.  
23   
24 The school district will, to the extent possible, engage in ongoing emergency planning within the school 
25 district and with emergency responders and other relevant community organizations. The school district 
26 will ensure that relevant emergency responders in the community have access to their building-specific 
27 crisis management plans and will provide training to school district staff to enable them to act 
28 appropriately in the event of a crisis.  
29   
30  
31 II. II. GENERAL INFORMATION  
32   
33  
34 A. A. The Policy and Plans  
35   
36 The school district’s Crisis Management Policy has been created in consultation with local 
37 community response agencies and other appropriate individuals and groups that would likely be 
38 involved in the event of a school emergency.  It is designed so that each building administrator can 
39 tailor a building-specific crisis management plan to meet that building’s specific situation and 
40 needs.  
41   
42 The school district’s administration and/or the administration of each building shall present 
43 tailored building-specific crisis management plans to the school board for review and approval.  
44 The building-specific crisis management plans will include general crisis procedures and crisis-
45 specific procedures.  Upon approval by the school board, such crisis management plans shall be an 
46 addendum to this Crisis Management Policy.  This Policy and the plans will be maintained and 
47 updated on an annual basis.  
48   
49  
50 B. B. Elements of the District Crisis Management Policy  
51   
52  
53 1. 1. General Crisis Procedures  
54     
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55 The Crisis Management Policy includes general crisis procedures for securing buildings, 
56 classroom evacuation, building evacuation, campus evacuation, and sheltering.  The 
57 Policy designates the individual(s) who will determine when these actions will be taken.  
58 These district-wide procedures may be modified by building administrators when 
59 creating their building-specific crisis management plans. A communication system will be 
60 in place to enable the designated individual to be contacted at all times in the event of a 
61 potential crisis, setting forth the method to contact the designated individual, the 
62 provision of at least two designees when the contact person is unavailable, and the 
63 method to convey contact information to the appropriate staff persons.  The alternative 
64 designees may include members of the emergency first responder response team. A 
65 secondary method of communication should be included in the plan for use when the 
66 primary method of communication is inoperable. Each building in the school district will 
67 have access to a copy of the Comprehensive School Safety Guide (2011 Edition) to assist 
68 in the development of building-specific crisis management plans.  
69   
70 All general crisis procedures will address specific procedures for the safe evacuation of 
71 children and employees with special needs such as physical, sensory, motor, 
72 developmental, and mental health challenges.  
73   
74 [NOTE:  More specific information on planning for children with special needs can be 
75 found in the Comprehensive School Safety Guide (2011 Edition) and United States 
76 Department of Education’s document entitled, “Practical Information on Crisis 
77 Planning, a Guide for Schools and Communities.” A website link is provided in the 
78 resource section of this Policy.]  
79   
80  
81 a. a. Lock-Down Procedures    
82   
83 Lock-down procedures will be used in situations where harm may result to 
84 persons inside the school building, such as a shooting, hostage incident, 
85 intruder, trespass, disturbance, or when determined to be necessary by the 
86 building administrator or his or her designee.  The building administrator or 
87 designee will announce the lock-down over the public address system or other 
88 designated system.  Code words will not be used.   Provisions for emergency 
89 evacuation will be maintained even in the event of a lock-down.  Each building 
90 administrator will submit lock-down procedures for their building as part of the 
91 building-specific crisis management plan.  
92   
93 [NOTE: Minnesota law requires a minimum of five school lockdownlock-
94 down drills each school year.  See Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.035.]  
95   
96  
97 b. b. Evacuation Procedures   
98   
99 Evacuations of classrooms and buildings shall be implemented at the discretion 

100 of the building administrator or his or her designee.  Each building’s crisis 
101 management plan will include procedures for transporting students and staff a 
102 safe distance from harm to a designated safe area until released by the building 
103 administrator or designee.  Safe areas may change based upon the specific 
104 emergency situation.  The evacuation procedures should include specific 
105 procedures for children with special needs, including children with limited 
106 mobility (wheelchairs, braces, crutches, etc.), visual impairments, hearing 
107 impairments, and other sensory, developmental, or mental health needs.  The 
108 evacuation procedures should also address transporting necessary medications 
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109 for students that take medications during the school day.  
110   
111 [NOTE:  StateMinnesota law requires a minimum of five school fire drills, 
112 consistent with Minnesota Statutes, section 299F.30, and one school tornado 
113 drill each school year.  See Minnesota Statutes, section121A.035.]  
114   
115  
116 c. c. Sheltering Procedures  
117   
118 Sheltering provides refuge for students, staff, and visitors within the school 
119 building during an emergency.  Shelters are safe areas that maximize the safety 
120 of inhabitants.  Safe areas may change based upon the specific emergency.  The 
121 building administrator or his or her designee will announce the need for 
122 sheltering over the public address system or other designated system.  Each 
123 building administrator will submit sheltering procedures for his or her building 
124 as part of the building-specific crisis management plan.  
125   
126 [NOTE: The Comprehensive School Safety Guide (2011 Edition) has sample 
127 lock-down procedures, evacuation procedures, and sheltering procedures.]  
128   
129  
130 2. 2. Crisis-Specific Procedures    
131   
132 The Crisis Management Policy includes crisis-specific procedures for crisis situations that 
133 may occur during the school day or at school-sponsored events and functions.  These 
134 district-wide procedures are designed to enable building administrators to tailor 
135 response procedures when creating building-specific crisis management plans.  
136   
137 [NOTE: The Comprehensive School Safety Guide (2011 Edition) includes crisis-specific 
138 procedures.]  
139   
140 [NOTE: The 2024 Minnesota legislature enacted permissive language stating that a 
141 school board “may adopt the model cardiac emergency response plan provided by” the 
142 Commissioner (as of June 4, 2024, a response plan is not yet 
143 available.] . See Resources below.] 
144   
145  
146 3. 3. School Emergency Response Teams  
147   
148  
149 a. a. Composition    
150   
151   
152 The building administrator in each school building will select a school emergency 
153 response team that will be trained to respond to emergency situations. All 
154 school emergency response team members will receive on-going training to 
155 carry out the building’s crisis management plans and will have knowledge of 
156 procedures, evacuation routes, and safe areas.  For purposes of student safety 
157 and accountability, to the extent possible, school emergency response team 
158 members will not have direct responsibility for the supervision of students. 
159 Team members must be willing to be actively involved in the resolution of 
160 crises and be available to assist in any crisis situation as deemed necessary by 
161 the building administrator.  Each building will maintain a current list of school 
162 emergency response team members which will be updated annually.  The 
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163 building administrator, and his or  
164 her alternative designees, will know the location of that list in the event of a 
165 school emergency.  A copy of the list will be kept on file in the school district 
166 office, or in a secondary location in single building school districts.  
167   
168 [NOTE:  The Comprehensive School Safety Guide (2011 Edition) has a sample 
169 School Emergency Response Team list.]  
170   
171  
172 b. b. Leaders    
173   
174 The building administrator or his or her designee will serve as the leader of the 
175 school emergency response team and will be the primary contact for emergency 
176 response officials. In the event the primary designee is unavailable, the designee 
177 list should include more than one alternative designee and may include 
178 members of the emergency response team.  When emergency response officials 
179 are present, they may elect to take command and control of the crisis.  It is 
180 critical in this situation that school officials assume a resource role and be 
181 available as necessary to emergency response officials.  
182   
183  
184 III. III. PREPARATION BEFORE AN EMERGENCY  
185   
186  
187 A. A. Communication  
188   
189  
190 1. 1. District Employees  
191   
192 Teachers generally have the most direct contact with students on a day-to-day basis.  As 
193 a result, they must be aware of their role in responding to crisis situations.  This also 
194 applies to non-teaching school personnel who have direct contact with students.  All staff 
195 shall be aware of the school district’s Crisis Management Policy and their own building’s 
196 crisis management plan.  Each school’s building-specific crisis management plan shall 
197 include the method and dates of dissemination of the plan to its staff.  Employees will 
198 receive a copy of the relevant building-specific crisis management plans and shall receive 
199 periodic training on plan implementation.  
200   
201  
202 2. 2. Students and Parents  
203   
204 Students and parents shall be made aware of the school district’s Crisis Management 
205 Policy and relevant tailored crisis management plans for each school building.  Each 
206 school district’s building-specific crisis management plan shall set forth how students and 
207 parents are made aware of the district and school-specific plans.  Students shall receive 
208 specific instruction on plan implementation and shall participate in a required number of 
209 drills and practice sessions throughout the school year.  
210   
211  
212 B. B. Planning and Preparing for Fire  
213   
214  
215 1. 1. Designate a safe area at least fifty (50) feet away from the building to enable 
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216 students and staff to evacuate.  The safe area should not interfere with emergency 
217 responders or responding vehicles and should not be in an area where evacuated persons 
218 are exposed to any products of combustion. ((Depending on the wind direction, where 
219 the building on fire is located, the direction from which the fire is arriving, and the 
220 location of fire equipment, the distance may need to be extended.)  
221   
222 [NOTE: Evacuation areas at least fifty (50) feet from school buildings are recommended 
223 but not mandated by statute or rule.  Evacuation areas should be selected based on 
224 safety and the individual school site’s proximity to streets, traffic patterns, and other 
225 hazards.]  
226   
227  
228 2. 2. Each building’s facility diagram and site plan shall be available in appropriate 
229 areas of the building and shall identify the most direct evacuation routes to the 
230 designated safe areas both inside and outside of the building. The facility diagram and 
231 site plan must identify the location of the fire alarm control panel, fire alarms, fire 
232 extinguishers, hoses, water spigots, and utility shut offs.  
233   
234  
235 3. 3. Teachers and staff will receive training on the location of the primary emergency 
236 evacuation routes and alternate routes from various points in the building. During fire 
237 drills, students and staff will practice evacuations using primary evacuation routes and 
238 alternate routes.  
239   
240  
241 4. 4. Certain employees, such as those who work in hazardous areas in the building, 
242 will receive training on the locations and proper use of fire extinguishers and protective 
243 clothing and equipment.  
244   
245  
246 5. 5. Fire drills will be conducted periodically without warning at various times of the 
247 day and under different circumstances, e.g., lunchtime, recess, and during assemblies.  
248 State law requires a minimum of five fire drills each school year, consistent with 
249 Minnesota Statutes, section 299F.30.  See Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.035.  
250   
251 [NOTE: The State Fire Marshal advises schools to defer fire drills during the winter 
252 months.]  
253   
254  
255 6. 6. A record of fire drills conducted at the building will be maintained in the building 
256 administrator’s office.  
257   
258  
259 [NOTE: The Comprehensive School Safety Guide (2011 Edition), under the 
260 Preparedness/Planning section, has a sample fire drills schedule and log.]  
261   
262  
263 7. 7. The school district will have prearranged sites for emergency sheltering and 
264 transportation as needed.  
265   
266  
267 8. 8. The school district will determine which staff will remain in the building to 
268 perform essential functions if safe to do so (e.g., switchboard, building engineer, etc.).  
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269 The school district also will designate an administrator or his or her designee to meet 
270 local fire or law enforcement agents upon their arrival.  
271   
272 [NOTE: The Comprehensive School Safety Guide (2011 Edition), under the Response 
273 section, has a sample fire procedure form,, evacuation/relocation and student 
274 reunification/release procedures, and planning for student reunification.]  
275   
276  
277 C. C. Facility Diagrams and Site Plans  
278       
279    
280 All school buildings will have a facility diagram and site plan that includes the location of primary 
281 and secondary evacuation routes, exits, designated safe areas inside and outside of the building, 
282 and the location of fire alarm control panel, fire alarms, fire extinguishers, hoses, water spigots, 
283 and utility shut offs. All facility diagrams and site plans will be updated regularly and whenever a 
284 major change is made to a building. Facility diagrams and site plans will be maintained by the 
285 building administrator and will be easily accessible and on file in the school district office. Facility 
286 diagrams and site plans will be provided to first responders, such as fire and law enforcement 
287 personnel.  
288   
289 [NOTE: For single building school districts, such as charter schools, a secondary location for the 
290 diagrams and site plans will be included in the district’s Crisis Management Policy and may 
291 include filing documents with a charter school sponsor, or compiling facility diagrams and site 
292 plans and distributing copies to first responders or sharing the documents with first responders 
293 during the crisis planning process.]  
294   
295 [NOTE: To the extent data contained in facility diagrams and site plans constitute security 
296 information pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section 13.37, school districts are advised to 
297 consult with appropriate officials and/or legal counsel prior to dissemination of the facility 
298 diagrams or site plans to anyone other than first responders.]  
299   
300  
301 D. D. Emergency Telephone Numbers  
302   
303 Each building will maintain a current list of emergency telephone numbers and the names and 
304 addresses of local, county, and state personnel who may be involved in a crisis situation.  The list 
305 will include telephone numbers for local police, fire, ambulance, hospital, the Poison Control 
306 Center, county and state emergency management agencies, local public works departments, local 
307 utility companies, the public health nurse, mental health/suicide hotlines, and the county welfare 
308 agency.  A copy of this list will be kept on file in the school district office, or at a secondary 
309 location for single building school districts and will be updated annually.  
310   
311 School district employees will receive training on how to make emergency contacts, including 911 
312 calls, when the school district’s main telephone number and location is electronically conveyed to 
313 emergency personnel instead of the specific building in need of emergency services.  
314   
315 School district plans will set forth a process to internally communicate an emergency, using 
316 telephones in classrooms, intercom systems, or two-way radios, as well as the procedure to 
317 enable the staff to rapidly convey emergency information to a building designee. Each plan will 
318 identify a primary and secondary method of communication for both internal and secondary use.  
319 It is recommended that the plan include several methods of communication because computers, 
320 intercoms, telephones, and cell phones may not be operational or may be dangerous to use 
321 during an emergency.  
322   
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323 [NOTE: The Comprehensive School Safety Guide (2011 Edition), under the 
324 Preparedness/Planning section, has a sample Emergency Phone Numbers list.]  
325   
326  
327 E. E. Warning and Notification Systems  
328   
329   
330 The school district shall maintain a warning system designed to inform students, staff, and visitors 
331 of a crisis or emergency. This system shall be maintained on a regular basis under the 
332 maintenance plan for all school buildings. The school district should consider an alternate 
333 notification system to address the needs of staff and students with special needs, such as vision or 
334 hearing.  
335   
336 The building administrator shall be responsible for informing students and employees of the 
337 warning system and the means by which the system is used to identify a specific crisis or 
338 emergency situation.  Each school’s building-specific crisis management plan will include the 
339 method and frequency of dissemination of the warning system information to students and 
340 employees.  
341   
342  
343 F. F. Early School Closure Procedures  
344   
345     
346 The superintendent will make decisions about closing school or buildings as early in the day as 
347 possible. The early school closure procedures will set forth the criteria for early school closure 
348 (e.g., weather-related, utility failure, or a crisis situation), will specify how closure decisions will be 
349 communicated to staff, students, families, and the school community (designated broadcast 
350 media, local authorities, e-mail, or district or school building web sites), and will discuss the 
351 factors to be considered in closing and reopening a school or building.  
352   
353     
354 Early school closure procedures also will include a reminder to parents and guardians to listen to 
355 designated local radio and TV stations for school closing announcements, where possible.  
356   
357  
358 [NOTE: The Comprehensive School Safety Guide (2011 Edition), under the  
359 Response section, provides universal procedures for severe weather shelter.]  
360   
361  
362 G. G. Media Procedures  
363   
364 The superintendent has the authority and discretion to notify parents or guardians and the school 
365 community in the event of a crisis or early school closure.  The superintendent will designate a 
366 spokesperson who will notify the media in the event of a crisis or early school closure.  The 
367 spokesperson shall receive training to ensure that the district is in strict compliance with federal 
368 and state law relative to the release of private data when conveying information to the media.  
369   
370 [NOTE: The Comprehensive School Safety Guide (2011 Edition), under the  
371 Response section, has a sample Media Procedures form.]  
372   
373  
374 H. H. Behavioral Health Crisis Intervention Procedures  
375   
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376   
377 Short-term behavioral health crisis intervention procedures will set forth the procedure for 
378 initiating behavioral health crisis intervention plans. The procedures will utilize available resources 
379 including the school psychologist, counselor, community behavioral health crisis intervention, or 
380 others in the community. Counseling procedures will be used whenever the superintendent or the 
381 building administrator determines it to be necessary, such as after an assault, a hostage situation, 
382 shooting, or suicide. The behavioral health crisis intervention procedures shall include the 
383 following steps:  
384   
385  
386 1. 1. Administrator will meet with relevant persons, including school psychologists 
387 and counselors, to determine the level of intervention needed for students and staff.   
388  
389 2. 2. Designate specific rooms as private counseling areas.  
390   
391  
392 3. 3. Escort siblings and close friends of any victims as well as others in need of 
393 emotional support to the counseling areas.  
394   
395  
396 4. 4. Prohibit media from interviewing or questioning students or staff.  
397   
398  
399 5. 5. Provide follow-up services to students and staff who receive counseling.  
400   
401  
402 6. 6. Resume normal school routines as soon as possible.  
403   
404  
405 I. I. Long-Term Recovery Intervention Procedures  
406   
407 Long-term recovery intervention procedures may involve both short-term and longtermlong-
408 term recovery planning:  
409   
410  
411 1. 1. Physical/structural recovery.  
412   
413  
414 2. 2. Fiscal recovery.  
415   
416  
417 3. 3. Academic recovery.  
418   
419  
420 4. 4. Social/emotional recovery.  
421   
422 [NOTE: The Comprehensive School Safety Guide (2011 Edition), under the  
423 Recovery section, addresses the recovery components in more detail.]  
424   
425 IV.  ACTIVE SHOOTER DRILL  
426   
427   
428 A.  Definitions  
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429   
430  
431 1. 1. "Active shooter drill" means an emergency preparedness drill designed to teach 
432 students, teachers, school personnel, and staff how to respond in the event of an armed 
433 intruder on campus or an armed assailant in the immediate vicinity of the school. An 
434 active shooter drill is not an active shooter simulation, nor may an active shooter drill 
435 include any sensorial components, activities, or elements which mimic a real life 
436 shooting.  
437   
438  
439 2. 2. "Active shooter simulation" means an emergency exercise including full-scale or 
440 functional exercises, designed to teach adult school personnel and staff how to respond 
441 in the event of an armed intruder on campus or an armed assailant in the immediate 
442 vicinity of the school which also incorporates sensorial components, activities, or 
443 elements mimicking a real life shooting. Activities or elements mimicking a real life 
444 shooting include, but are not limited to, simulation of tactical response by law 
445 enforcement. An active shooter simulation is not an active shooter drill.  
446   
447  
448 3. 3. "Evidence-based" means a program or practice that demonstrates any of the 
449 following:  
450   
451 a.  a statistically significant effect on relevant outcomes based on any of 
452 the following:  
453   
454  
455 i. i. strong evidence from one or more well designed and well 
456 implemented experimental studies;  
457   
458  
459 ii. ii. moderate evidence from one or more well designed and well 
460 implemented quasi-experimental studies; or  
461   
462  
463 iii. iii. promising evidence from one or more well designed and well 
464 implemented correlational studies with statistical controls for selection 
465 bias; or . 
466   
467 b.  a rationale based on high-quality research findings or positive 
468 evaluations that the program or practice is likely to improve relevant outcomes, 
469 including the ongoing efforts to examine the effects of the program or practice.  
470   
471  
472 4. 4. "Full-scale exercise" means an operations-based exercise that is typically the 
473 most complex and resource-intensive of the exercise types and often involves multiple 
474 agencies, jurisdictions, organizations, and real-time movement of resources.  
475   
476  
477 5. 5. "Functional exercises" means an operations-based exercise designed to assess 
478 and evaluate capabilities and functions while in a realistic, real-time environment, 
479 however, movement of resources is usually simulated.  
480   
481  
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482 B. B. Criteria  
483   
484 An active shooter drill conducted according to Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.037 with 
485 students in early childhood through grade 12 must be:  
486   
487  
488 1. 1. accessible;  
489   
490  
491 2. 2 developmentally appropriate and age appropriate, including using appropriate 
492 safety language and vocabulary;  
493   
494  
495 3. 3. culturally aware;  
496   
497  
498 4. 4. trauma-informed; and  
499   
500  
501 5. 5. inclusive of accommodations for students with mobility restrictions, sensory 
502 needs, developmental or physical disabilities, mental health needs, and auditory or visual 
503 limitations.  
504   
505  
506 C. C. Student Mental Health and Wellness  
507   
508 Active shooter drill protocols must include a reasonable amount of time immediately following the 
509 drill for teachers to debrief with their students. The opportunity to debrief must be provided to 
510 students before regular classroom activity may resume. During the debrief period, students must 
511 be allowed to access any mental health services available on campus, including counselors, school 
512 psychologists, social workers, or cultural liaisons. An active shooter drill must not be combined or 
513 conducted consecutively with any other type of emergency preparedness drill. An active shooter 
514 drill must be accompanied by an announcement prior to commencing. The announcement must 
515 use concise and age-appropriate language and, at a minimum, inform students there is no 
516 immediate danger to life and safety.  
517   
518  
519 D. D. Notice  
520   
521  
522 1. 1. The school district must provide notice of a pending active shooter drill to every 
523 student's parent or legal guardian before an active shooter drill is conducted. Whenever 
524 practicable, notice must be provided at least twenty-four (24) hours in advance of a 
525 pending active shooter drill and inform the parent or legal guardian of the right to opt 
526 their student out of participating.  
527   
528  
529 2. 2. If a student is opted out of participating in an active shooter drill, no negative 
530 consequence must impact the student's general school attendance record nor may 
531 nonparticipation alone make a student ineligible to participate in or attend school 
532 activities.  
533   
534  
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535 3. 3. The Commissioner must ensure the availability of alternative safety education 
536 for students who are opted out of participating or otherwise exempted from an active 
537 shooter drill. Alternative safety education must provide essential safety instruction 
538 through less sensorial safety training methods and must be appropriate for students with 
539 mobility restrictions, sensory needs, developmental or physical disabilities, mental health 
540 needs, and auditory or visual limitations.  
541   
542  
543 E. E. Participation in Active Shooter Drills  
544   
545 Any student in early childhood through grade 12 must not be required to participate in an active 
546 shooter drill that does not meet the Criteria set forth above.  
547   
548  
549 F. F. Active Shooter Simulations  
550   
551 A student must not be required to participate in an active shooter simulation. An active shooter 
552 simulation must not take place during regular school hours if a majority of students are present, or 
553 expected to be present, at the school. A parent or legal guardian of a student in grades 9 through 
554 12 must have the opportunity to opt their student into participating in an active shooter 
555 simulation.  
556   
557  
558 G. G. Violence Prevention  
559   
560  
561 1. 1.  A school district or charter school conducting an active shooter drill must 
562 provide students in middle school and high school at least one (1) hour, or one (1) 
563 standard class period, of violence prevention training annually.  
564   
565  
566 2. 2. The violence prevention training must be evidence-based and may be delivered 
567 in-person, virtually, or digitally. Training must, at a minimum, teach students the 
568 following:  
569   
570  
571 a. a. how to identify observable warning signs and signals of an individual 
572 who may be at risk of harming oneself or others;  
573   
574  
575 b. b.  the importance of taking threats seriously and seeking help; and  
576   
577  
578 c. c.  the steps to report dangerous, violent, threatening, harmful, or 
579 potentially harmful activity. , including providing information about the 
580 Department of Public Safety's statewide anonymous threat reporting 
581 system and any local threat reporting systems. 
582   
583  
584 [NOTE: The Minnesota legislature enacted the addition to 2.c in 
585 2025 (Session Law Chapter 35).] 
586  
587 3.  A school district or charter school must ensure that students have the 
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588 opportunity to contribute to their school's safety and violence prevention planning, 
589 aligned with the recommendations for multihazard planning for schools, including but 
590 not limited to:  
591   
592  
593 a. a. student opportunities for leadership related to prevention and safety;  
594   
595  
596 b. b. encouragement and support to students in establishing clubs and 
597 programs focused on safety; and  
598   
599  
600 c. c. providing students with the opportunity to seek help from adults and to 
601 learn about prevention connected to topics including bullying, sexual 
602 harassment, sexual assault, and suicide.  
603   
604  
605 H. H. Board Meeting  
606   
607 At a regularly scheduled school board meeting, a school board of a district that has conducted an 
608 active shooter drill must consider the following:  
609   
610  
611 1. 1.  the effect of active shooter drills on the safety of students and staff; and  
612   
613  
614 2. 2. the effect of active shooter drills on the mental health and wellness of students 
615 and staff.  
616   
617  
618 V. V. SAMPLE PROCEDURES INCLUDED IN THIS POLICY  
619   
620 Sample procedures for the various hazards/emergencies listed below are attached to this Policy for use 
621 when drafting specific crisis management plans. Additional sample procedures may be found in the 
622 Response section of the Comprehensive School Safety Guide (2011 Edition). After approval by the school 
623 board, an adopted procedure will become an addendum to the Crisis Management Policy.  
624   
625  
626 A. A. Fire  
627   
628  
629 B. B. Hazardous Materials  
630   
631  
632 C. C. Severe Weather:  Tornado/Severe Thunderstorm/Flooding  
633   
634  
635 D. D. Medical Emergency  
636   
637  
638 E. E. Fight/Disturbance  
639   
640  
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641 F. F. Assault  
642   
643  
644 G. G.  Intruder  
645   
646  
647 H. H. Weapons  
648   
649  
650 I. I. Shooting  
651   
652  
653 J. J. Hostage  
654   
655  
656 K. K. Bomb Threat  
657   
658  
659 L. L. Chemical or Biological Threat  
660   
661  
662 M. M. Checklist for Telephone Threats  
663   
664  
665 N. N. Demonstration  
666   
667  
668 O. O. Suicide  
669   
670  
671 P. P. Lock-down Procedures  
672   
673  
674 Q. Q. Shelter-In-Place Procedures  
675   
676  
677 R. R. Evacuation/Relocation  
678   
679  
680 S. S. Media Procedures  
681   
682  
683 T. T. Post-Crisis Procedures  
684   
685  
686 U. U. School Emergency Response Team  
687   
688  
689 V. V. Emergency Phone Numbers  
690   
691  
692 W. W. Highly Contagious Serious Illness or Pandemic Flu  
693   
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694  
695 VI. VI. MISCELLANEOUS PROCEDURES  
696   
697  
698 A. A. Chemical Accidents  
699   
700 Procedures for reporting chemical accidents shall be posted at key locations such as chemistry 
701 labs, art rooms, swimming pool areas, and janitorial closets.  
702   
703 [NOTE: School buildings must maintain Material Safety Data Sheets (M.S.D.S.) for all chemicals 
704 on campus.  State law, federal law, and OSHA require that pertinent staff have access to 
705 M.S.D.S. in the event of a chemical accident.]  
706   
707  
708 B. B. Visitors  
709   
710 The school district shall implement procedures mandating visitor sign in and visitors in school 
711 buildings. See MSBA/MASA Model Policy 903 (Visitors pursuant to the school district’sVisitors 
712 to School District Buildings and Sites).  policy. 
713   
714 The school district shall implement procedures to minimize outside entry into school buildings 
715 except at designated check-in points and assure that all doors are locked prior to and after regular 
716 building hours.  
717   
718  
719 C. C. Student Victims of Criminal Offenses at or on School Property  
720   
721 The school district shall establish procedures allowing student victims of criminal offenses on 
722 school property the opportunity to transfer to another school within the school district.  
723   
724 [NOTE:  The Every Student Succeeds Act, 20 United States Code, section 6301, et seq.; Title IX, 
725 20 United States Code, section 1681, et seq.; and the Unsafe School Choice Option, 20 United 
726 States Code, section 7912, require school districts to establish such transfer procedures.]  
727   
728  
729 D. D. Radiological Emergencies at Nuclear Generating Plants [OPTIONAL]  
730    
731   
732 School districts within a 10-mile radius of the Monticello or Prairie Island nuclear power plants will 
733 implement crisis plans in the event of an accident or incident at the power plant.  
734   
735 Questions relative to the creation or implementation of such plans will be directed to the 
736 Minnesota Department of Public Safety.  
737   

Legal References:  Minn. Stat. Ch. 12 (Emergency Management)  
      Minn. Stat. Ch. 12A (Natural Disaster; State Assistance)  

Minn. Stat. § 121A.035 (Crisis Management Policy)  
Minn. Stat. § 121A.038 (Students Safe at School)  

      Minn. Stat. § 121A.06 (Reports of Dangerous Weapon Incidents in School   
      Zones)  
      Minn. Stat. § 299F.30 (Fire Drill in School; Doors and Exits)  
      Minn. Stat. § 326B.02, Subd. 6 (Powers)  

Minn. Stat. § 326B.106 (General Powers of Commissioner of Labor and Industry)  
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      Minn. Stat. § 609.605, Subd. 4 (Trespasses)  
Minn. Rules Ch. 7511 (Fire Code)  
20 U.S.C. § 1681, et seq. (Title IX)  

      20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)  
20 U.S.C. § 7912 (Unsafe School Choice Option)  

      42 U.S.C. § 5121 et seq. (Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance)  
738   
739  
740 Legal References: Minn. Stat. Ch. 12 (Emergency Management) 
741 Minn. Stat. Ch. 12A (Natural Disaster; State Assistance) 
742 Minn. Stat. § 121A.035 (Crisis Management Policy) 
743 Minn. Stat. § 121A.038 (Students Safe at School) 
744 Minn. Stat. § 121A.06 (Reports of Dangerous Weapon Incidents in School  
745 Zones) 
746  Minn. Stat. § 299F.30 (Fire Drill in School; Doors and Exits) 
747 Minn. Stat. § 326B.02, Subd. 6 (Powers) 
748 Minn. Stat. § 326B.106 (General Powers of Commissioner of Labor and Industry) 
749 Minn. Stat. § 609.605, Subd. 4 (Trespasses) 
750 Minn. Rules Ch. 7511 (Fire Code) 
751 20 U.S.C. § 1681, et seq. (Title IX) 
752 20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act) 
753 20 U.S.C. § 7912 (Unsafe School Choice Option) 
754 42 U.S.C. § 5121 et seq. (Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance) 
755  
756 Cross References: ISD 194 Policy 407 (Employee Right to Know – Exposure to 
757 Hazardous Substances) 
758 ISD 194 Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence) 
759 ISD 194 Policy 501 (School Weapons Policy) 
760 ISD 194 Policy 506 (Student Discipline) 
761 ISD 194 Policy 532 (Use of Peace Officers and Crisis Teams to Remove Students 
762 with IEPs from School Grounds) 
763 ID 194 Policy 903 (Visitors to School District Buildings and Sites 
764  
765 Resources: MDE: Model Cardiac Emergency Response Plan [Rev. 11/25] 
766 (accessed 03/10/26) 
767 MN Department of Public Safety: School Safety Resources (accessed 03/10/26) 
768   
769 [NOTE: The Minnesota Department of Public Safety has the following on 
770 its website: 
771   
772 Comprehensive school safety guide 
773 The Minnesota Department of Homeland Security Emergency Management offers 
774 valuable guidance for school emergency planning. While the MnSSC 
775 Comprehensive School Safety Guide is being updated, we encourage you to 
776 explore resources from our partners at SchoolSafety.gov. Their Foundation 
777 Elements of School Safety can serve as a helpful framework for your planning 
778 efforts.] 
779   
780 U.S. Department of Education: Practical Information on Crisis Planning: A Guide 
781 for Schools and Communities [January 2007] (accessed 03/10/26) 
782 I Love U Guys Foundation, Standard Response Protocol (accessed 03/10/26) 
783 Safe and Sound Schools (accessed 03/10/26) 
784  
785 ISD 194 Policy 806 
786 Orig. 1999  

https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/svcs/
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/hsem/programs/mn-school-safety-center/school-safety-resources
https://www.schoolsafety.gov/
https://www.schoolsafety.gov/foundational-elements-school-safety
https://www.schoolsafety.gov/foundational-elements-school-safety
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/admins/lead/safety/emergencyplan/crisisplanning.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/admins/lead/safety/emergencyplan/crisisplanning.pdf
https://iloveuguys.org/The-Standard-Response-Protocol.html
https://safeandsoundschools.org/
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