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ESSA: Every Student Succeeds Act



ESSA: Every Student Succeeds Act

● Academic Achievement
● Progress Toward English Language Proficiency
● Academic Progress
● Graduation Rates
● Consistent Attendance

Indicators



ESSA: Every Student Succeeds Act

In its accountability system under the Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Minnesota is 
using an achievement rate that is based on 
students reaching the Meets Standards or 
Exceeds Standards achievement levels on the 
Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCAs) 
and Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS). 

Accountability



ESSA: Every Student Succeeds Act

State Averages (2026 MCA): 

● Math : 42.2%

● Reading: 46.2%

● Science: N/A (new baseline assessment)

Notes: 

● REAMS Math 56.5%
● REAMS Reading 49.6%

● RMS-CES Math 29.4%*
● RMS-CES Reading 53.6%

● RHS-IB Math 31.7%**
● RHS-IB Reading 38.7%**

* FAST Scores do not correlate
** 25 students opted out of MCA testing at RHS-IB in 2026
    Exempting these students—-> Math 41.7% Reading 45.1%

All RAS - Composite



ESSA: Every Student Succeeds Act

English language proficiency is the level of knowledge and skill 
with the English language required for academic success. 
Whenever a student increases their level of knowledge and skill, 
they are making progress toward English language proficiency. 
One key function of the Minnesota public school system is to help 
students make enough progress that they achieve English 
language proficiency within a reasonable period of time after 
entering Minnesota’s public schools.

Progress Toward English 
Language Proficiency 



ESSA: Every Student Succeeds Act



ESSA: Every Student Succeeds Act

In a general sense, academic progress is an increase in 
students’ learning. More specifically, for the purposes of 
ESSA accountability, academic progress refers to students 
increasing their learning relative to grade-level standards. 
This is measured using statewide tests in math and 
reading, and those subjects are used as a sample of 
students’ progress overall.

Academic Progress 



ESSA: Every Student Succeeds Act

Graduation rates describe the percentage of 
students who graduate from a school. More 
specifically, graduation rates refer to all 
students in a given cohort who graduate 
within a specific period of time (for example, 
four years).

Graduation Rates 



ESSA: Every Student Succeeds Act

RHS Graduation Rate: 90.6%**
Actual % : 95.9%

Statewide: 84.9%

**6 students are continuing in  
   transition programs
   1 student dropped out
   4 students are unknown



ESSA: Every Student Succeeds Act

For the purposes of the Minnesota Department of Education 
(MDE), a student will be considered to be consistently 
attending school if they attend more than 90 percent of 
school days. Consistent attendance is the opposite of chronic 
absenteeism, which is defined as missing at least 10 percent 
of school days (the equivalent of missing one day out of 
every two traditional school weeks).

Consistent Attendance 



ESSA: Every Student Succeeds Act

77.2%76.5%



ESSA: Every Student Succeeds Act

77.1%76.6% 77.2%



ESSA: Every Student Succeeds Act

79.1%77.2%76.5%



ESSA: Every Student Succeeds Act

75.4%77.2%76.5%



ESSA: Every Student Succeeds Act



    



   Tuition Savings to RAS Families - SY 2025-26

66 Students took IB 
Classes and there were 

121 total CIS Course 
Completions

$592,000 in Savings!
424 Potential Credits 

Earned

Student count reflects courses taken-Duplicates included



      A&I and Post-Secondary Success

Achievement & Integration Achievement Goals were the 
highest levels in 5 years

2025 RAS Graduates: ACT Composite Average: 22.4 as 
Compared to the Statewide Average of 20.6

2024 Data - 72% of Rockford Graduates who enroll in 
college earn at least one year of college credit within 

two years of enrollment versus 60% statewide



ESSA: Every Student Succeeds Act

● Instructional Cabinet

● BILT

● PLC

● Implementation of The 
Rockford Profile of a 
Graduate
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PD Floating Day: Roadmap Intro

● Positive reception and preparedness: Participants generally found the introduction helpful and 
engaging, noting that previewing the material before workshop week fosters better focus, 
productivity, and readiness for the upcoming school year.

Strongly disagree Strongly agree



Roadmap Introduction: Agency Article

Nobody handed us a playbook and there was no step-by-step guide for "what to do when your 
entire family's transportation disappears overnight with five kids still depending on you."

We just had to figure it out.

Here's what hit me in the middle of all of it. This is real agency. Not a worksheet. Not a choice 
board. Not student voice in a focus group. The actual ability to look at a broken situation, hold 
competing demands at the same time, make decisions with incomplete information, keep 
moving forward, and not fall apart waiting for someone else to fix it.

AJ Juliani, “The Week Both Our Cars Got Stolen (And What it Taught me About Agency)

https://www.ajjuliani.com/blog/the-week-both-our-cars-got-stolen-and-what-it-taught-me-about-agency


Roadmap Introduction: Agency Definition

● Students taking responsibility for their own learning and actions. Students feeling they are a part of their own learning.
● In the classroom, I define agency as a student's ownership of their learning. It involves engaging in the learning process, 

building confidence in their abilities, making informed choices, setting goals, reflecting on their progress, and advocating 
for the support they need to be successful. Students with agency see themselves as capable learners, which may be the 
hardest part. They also see themselves as one who takes responsibility for their growth and understand that their effort, 
decisions, and persistence have a meaningful impact on their learning.

● To me, agency means that students move from a passive role in their learning to a more active role. This gives students 
ownership of what/how/when they are learning and more responsibility for their engagement in the learning itself.

● Using your unique tools and skills to make choices best suited for you to accomplish your/school directed educational 
goals.

● Agency is the ability of a student to make choices about their learning, either how they engage with material or how they 
represent their learning. It can lead to struggle or failure, but is student-centered and a much deeper cognitive lift for 
students.

● Taking ownership of their education. This includes setting own goals, monitoring progress, and reflecting on approach. 
There's a lot more metacognition involved.

● Being an expert learner who navigates any context and knows how to respond; someone with the skills to use their voice, 
be curious, ask questions, and figure out next steps even in challenging situations.



PD Floating Day: Teacher Voice

● Best floating day PD yet!

● Thanks for giving us time for useful beginning of the 

year tasks!

● It was very convenient to be able to complete the 

floating day at my own pace and at a location of 

choice!



PD Workshop Week 

Strongly disagree Strongly agree



PD Workshop Week: Teacher Voice

● Thank you BILTs and BOLTs for a great workshop week!

● I thought the schedule was great! I liked the balance of having 

more of the structured meetings towards the morning, with 

self-directed work time in the afternoons. 

● Thank you to everyone for their work in making this week 

worthwhile and a step off on the right foot for the new school 

year!



Learning Scale Data
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2.42/4.00

2.27/4.00



33

2.42/4.00



Instructional Alignment 

● Ins/outs continue

● Common language 

● Vision 

● January: 5-12 sharing

● Spring: 4-5 sharing 



Agency 

● Teachers learning the terms

● Thinking about application 

● Broadening the definition 
○ Situational (classroom choices)

○ Instructional (learning choices) 

● Students learning the terms 



Data-driven Student Support 



Data-driven Student Support 



PD: 10/14

38



Math Review REAMS



Thank You.


