
 

Independent School District #883 
Regular School Board Meeting 

Monday, September 21, 2026 

 

Pursuant to due call and notice, the Rockford Board of Education met in a Regular School  Board 

Meeting on Monday, September 21, 2026 in the District Board Room. Chair Johnson called the 

meeting to order at 6:31 pm. Members Johnson, Gordee, Morgan, Hillstrom, and Praska were 

present. Also present was Superintendent Jeff Ridlehoover, CFO Bridget Peterson, Assistant 

Principal Jill Gordee, Summer School Lead Erin Sindelir, Director of Technology Jeff Kienitz, and 

Administrative Assistant Courtney Neibert.  

Pledge of Allegiance 

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Motion by Gordee seconded by Hillstrom to approve the agenda as presented. Motion passed 
unanimously. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no public comments. 

CONSENT ITEMS 

Motion by Praska, seconded by Hillstrom to approve the consent items. Motion carried. 

●   ​ Minutes:  

August 10, 2026 Special Meeting 

August 17, 2026 Work Session 

August 17, 2026 Regular Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

●​ Personnel: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



●​ Approval of Disbursements: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



●​ Open Enrollments: 

 

●​ Custodial/Buildings & Grounds/Maintenance Coordinators MOU: The board was 

presented the Custodial/Buildings & Grounds/Maintenance Coordinators MOU for 

approval. 

●​ Custodial/Buildings & Grounds/Maintenance Mentorship MOU: The board was 

presented the Custodial/Buildings & Grounds/Maintenance Mentorship MOU for 

approval. 

 

 



SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

●​ September 2026 Superintendent’s Report: Dr. Jeff Ridlehoover presented an update on the 

schools. 

●​ District Rocket Spotlight: Superintendent Dr. Jeff Ridlehoover presented the District Rocket 

Spotlight Award to recipient Kevin Neff. 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND GROWTH 

●​ Summer School Report: Erin Sindelir presented an overview of the district’s summer 
school program. 

●​ Nordic Ski Co-op: Dr. Ridlehoover presented the new Nordic Ski Co-op for approval. 

Motion by Gordee seconded by Morgan to approve to establish a Minnesota State High School 
League (MSHSL) cooperative sponsorship agreement for Nordic Skiing (Boys & Girls) between 
Orono Public Schools as the host district, with Delano Public Schools and Rockford Area Schools 
joining as participating member districts. 

STEWARDSHIP OF RESOURCES 

●​ Technology and Safety Report: Director of Technology Jeff Kienets presented an update 
on safety and the Technology Department. 

●​ Annual Preliminary Levy Certification: CFO Bridget Peterson presented the annual 
preliminary levy certification for approval. 

Motion by Gordee seconded by Morgan to approve the annual preliminary levy certification as 
presented. Motion passed unanimously. 

CULTURE OF COLLECTIVE PURPOSE 

●​ Policy Review Updates - Final Reading: The board was presented policy updates to policies 
721, 506, 506 FORM, 722, 731R, 806, 421, 422, 423, 424, 425R, 427, and 901 for a final 
reading. 

Motion by Hillstrom seconded by Praska to approve policies 721, 506, 506 FORM, 722, 731R, 
806, 421, 422, 423, 424, 425R, 427, and 901 as presented. Motion passed unanimously. 

●​ Cardiac Emergency Response Plan (CERP): Dr. Ridlehoover presented the Cardiac 
Emergency Response Plan for approval. 

Motion by Hillstrom seconded by Morgan to approve the Cardiac Emergency Response Plan as 
presented. Motion passed unanimously. 

COMMUNITY, SCHOOL AND FAMILY PARTNERSHIP 

●​ Resolution of Acknowledgement of Contributions/Donations 

Hillstrom motioned, seconded by Praska , to approve the following resolution as presented: 

WHEREAS Minnesota Statute 123B.02 permits school boards to “receive, for the benefit of 
the district, bequests, donations, or gifts for any proper purpose and apply the same to the 



purpose designated. On that behalf, the board may act as trustee of any trust created for 
the benefit of the district, and for the benefit of pupils thereof.” 

THEREFORE, be it resolved by the School Board of Rockford Area Schools, Independent 
School District 883 that the School Board accepts, with appreciation, the contributions 
detailed below. 

 



 

 

On a roll call vote, the following voted in favor: Gordee, Johnson, Morgan, Hillstrom, and 
Praska. And the following voted against: None 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. 

 

●​ Upcoming Meetings: 
○​ Negotiations Committee Meeting: Monday, September 28, 2026 at 5:00 pm in 

the District Office Board Room. 
○​ Finance Committee Meeting: Wednesday, October 7, 2026 at 7:30 am virtually at 

Video call link: https://meet.google.com/zcg-ydgj-mzd Or dial: ?(US) +1 567-402- 
0094? PIN: ?266 130 908?#  

○​ Board of Education Work Session: Monday, October 19, 2026 at 5:30 pm at 
Corcoran City Hall.  

○​ Regular Meeting of the Board of Education: Monday, October 19, 2026 at 6:30 
pm at Corcoran City Hall.  



●​ Board Committee Updates: 
●​ Johnson - Negotiations Committee Meeting, MAWSECO Welcome Back, Rockford 

Welcome Back, MAWSECO Board Meeting, MSBA Board Chair Chat, AMSD 
Meeting, Negotiations Update, Chamber Lunch, Board Prep Call. 

●​ Gordee - Board Prep Call, Start of year welcome, Chamber lunch, Northwest 
Suburban Meetings, AMSD Meeting, Communications Committee Meeting. 

●​ Morgan - Finance Committee Meeting. 
●​ Hillstrom - Finance Committee Meeting, Communications Committee Meeting, 

MSBA Coffee and Conversations. 
●​ Praska - Welcome Back Breakfast, Negotiations Committee Meeting. 

Gordee motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:34 p.m. Johnson seconded. Motion carried 
unanimously.  

Courtney Neibert 
Recorder 

Jamie Hillstrom 
Clerk 

 


