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October Dates to Remember

October 19 - 23
Homecoming  Spirit Week 

(More information on page 6)

October 21
Marauder Homecoming

Community Tailgate Party! 
(More information on page 7)

October 23
HOMECOMING PEP ASSEMBLY!
(More information on page 7)

October 23
HOMECOMING FOOTBALL GAME!

Mingus vs Flagstaff
7:00pm / Bright Field

(More information on page 8)

October 24
HOMECOMING DANCE!

7 – 10pm
MUHS Main Gym

(More information on page 9)

October 29
Balfour on Campus

Purchase Cap & Gown
12:15 - 1:15pm

 OCT 2026   MINGUS MATTERSMINGUS MATTERS  MINGUS MATTERSMINGUS MATTERS PAGE 1 

Hello Marauder Families!

October 2, 3 & 4

"TREASURE ISLAND" 

presented by Mingus A.T.O.R.T.

(More Information on PG 3)

October 7

Charting YourJourney

Future after High School

 5:30 pm

Mingus High School Library

(More information on page 2)

October 8

Governing Board Meeting

6 – 8pm

Mingus High School Library

(More information on page 2)

October 12 - 16
FALL BREAK
No School

October 17

Mingus Wrestling Fundraiser

CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT

12 – 5pm
Riverfront Park

(More information on page 3)

October 20

Site Council Meeting
5 – 6pm

Mingus High School Library

(More information on page 2)

As we enter October, we will quickly hit the end of the 1st quarter at Mingus in the 26-27 School
Year. As the end of the quarter approaches, there are many deadlines and taking advantage of
FLEX periods and class time to get grades where they need to be are essential. It's hard to believe
we are already almost 25% done with the school year, not to mention halfway done with the first
semester.  

October also brings changing weather, Homecoming events and activities, and often the end of the
"honeymoon" period as class content typically ramps up. Make sure your Marauder is prepared!
Fall Break is the week of 10/12-10/16 this year; there is no school that week.

Check the calendar carefully, as the Homecoming game and dance, our first pep assembly, and
other campus events are taking place. Also, "College Knowledge" month is October with the FAFSA
opening up for senior students and college awareness and exposure events planned. If things are
not going as planned, do not wait any longer! Reach out to allow our teachers, counselors, and
administrators to help with finding success for your student(s).

Enjoy the upcoming Fall Break and take time to reflect on the first quarter and set goals for next
quarter of the 2026-27 school year with your Mingus Marauder!

As we enter October, we will quickly hit the end of the 1st quarter at Mingus in the 26-27 School
Year. As the end of the quarter approaches, there are many deadlines and taking advantage of
FLEX periods and class time to get grades where they need to be are essential. It's hard to believe
we are already almost 25% done with the school year, not to mention halfway done with the first
semester.  

October also brings changing weather, Homecoming events and activities, and often the end of the
"honeymoon" period as class content typically ramps up. Make sure your Marauder is prepared!
Fall Break is the week of 10/12-10/16 this year; there is no school that week.

Check the calendar carefully, as the Homecoming game and dance, our first pep assembly, and
other campus events are taking place. Also, "College Knowledge" month is October with the FAFSA
opening up for senior students and college awareness and exposure events planned. If things are
not going as planned, do not wait any longer! Reach out to allow our teachers, counselors, and
administrators to help with finding success for your student(s).

Enjoy the upcoming Fall Break and take time to reflect on the first quarter and set goals for next
quarter of the 2026-27 school year with your Mingus Marauder!



Charting Your Journey
Wednesday, October 7th 
5:30 PM | Mingus Library

Not sure what comes after 
high school? Come explore

 the many pathways available to
you! Students and families will

learn about universities,
community colleges, trade
 and technical schools,

 and the military.
We’ll talk about what it takes 

to get there, how to prepare,  
  and ways to pay for your 
  next step. Whether you   
 already have a plan or are

just starting to explore your   
options, this event is for you!  

Students and 
parents/guardians are

encouraged to 
attend together.

Hosted by the 
Mingus Counseling Team
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CaMPUS EVENTS & RESOURCES

Our governing board is comprised of f ivelocal ly elected cit izens. These individualsensure the proper al location of distr ictfunds and resources to best serve theneeds and interests of our students.Meetings are open to the communityand are held at 6pm in the MUHS Libraryon the Second Thursday of every month.

MUHSMUHSMUHSGOVERNINGGOVERNINGBOARDBOARD
GOVERNINGBOARD

OCTOBEROCTOBER    8TH8TH    @ 6PM@ 6PMOCTOBER  8TH  @ 6PM

FOR MORE
INFORMATION,

AGENDA &
MINUTES SCAN
THE QR CODE

OR GO TO:HTTPS://WWW.MINGUSUNIONDISTRICT.COM/ABOUT-US/GOVERNING-BOARD

TUESDAY OCTOBER 20TH

5:00 PM ~ MUHS LIBRARY

SITE COUNCIL
We value your opinion and

welcome you to attend and

participate in site council meetings

MINGUS UNION HIGH SCHOOL

Today’s famil iesare busy, andthere’s always
something

happening. Sync your familyschedule withours to avoidmissing importanttesting dates
and eventswhen planning 
vacations

and doctorappointments.

  MUHS 
COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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CaMPUS EVENTS & RESOURCES

Mingus Union High School

Nutrition Departmant

Scan the QR code to see 

our monthly menu and learn

more about our cafeteria.

FALLBREAKOctober 13 - 17no schoolschool resumesOct. 20



Anonymous Alerts Overview Video
 

https://youtu.be/sT-w0KRfXZ0  

How does it work? 
To use this revolutionary new app, students, parents or other school

personnel can simply visit the Mingus Union High School website and
click on the “Anonymous Alerts” button or text link to submit a report

expressing their concern. Anonymous Alerts® mobile
applications can be downloaded directly from the

Apple, Google Play or the Chrome stores.

Mingus Union High School supplies student an
activation code, making the app remarkably easy to

use and students select which school the message
should go to. In addition, informational posters

explaining how to use the app will be displayed
throughout schools and offices in the district.  

 

To send reports from the Web/Internet go to:
https://tips.anonymousalerts.com/mingusunionhs  

   

To send a report from your phone:  
Download the Anonymous Alerts® app for free from

the Apple Store, Google Play store, or the Chrome store 
Start the App, enter activation code: mingusunionhs  

Send important reports to school officials 
Add a screenshot, photo or video about the incident  

scoopscoop
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What is the 
Anonymous Alerts app? 

The Anonymous Alerts anti-
bullying and safety app reporting
system helps combat bullying
and other negative activity in
schools by empowering students
to speak up. Social and peer
pressure are some of the hardest
obstacles for students to
overcome.  
  

The system allows for 1-way or
2-way anonymous encrypted
communications between
submitters (students, parents
or community members) and
district administration and/or
school staff. Users of the
system have the option to
remain anonymous or reveal
their identity when submitting
a report. 

For Android OS

For Apple OS

In an emergency, always call 9-1-1! 
Keep up to date with Anonymous Alerts by following them on their social media platforms:
 Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, and Instagram 

Website
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Learning in Action:Learning in Action:Learning in Action:
Uti l iz ing the Anatomage Table transforms our High School Sports Medicine

classroom from tradit ional textbook study into an immersive, hands-on cl inical
lab. By providing l i fe-sized, 3D interactive visual izations of real human

cadavers, the table al lows students to virtual ly examine and break down the
body’s musculoskeletal ,  nervous, and cardiovascular systems in many ways.

Highl ights would be:
Interactive dissection-Moves
students away from static diagrams
to dynamic 3D spatial learning.
Real world appl ication-Directly t ies
anatomical structures to sports
injury mechanics and rehab
concepts.
Career Readiness-Simulates
col legiate and medical school
technology to prepare high
schoolers for al l ied health
pathways.

MUHS Sports MedicineMUHS Sports MedicineMUHS Sports Medicine
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Marauders v eaglesMarauders v eagles  
Friday, October 23rd

 7am – 9pm
Bright Field

For Tickets to this game, Click

PRIDE camocamocamoOUTOUT
Wear camo to the game to show yourWear camo to the game to show your

support of our Marauder Football team!support of our Marauder Football team!
Wear camo to the game to show your

support of our Marauder Football team!
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TICKETS ON SALE IN THE BOOKSTORETICKETS ON SALE IN THE BOOKSTORE
SEPT. 30TH - OCT. 6TH:SEPT. 30TH - OCT. 6TH:    $45$45

OCT. 7 - 9TH:OCT. 7 - 9TH:    $50$50
OCT 19 - 21ST:OCT 19 - 21ST:    $60$60

TICKETS ON SALE IN THE BOOKSTORE
SEPT. 30TH - OCT. 6TH:  $45

OCT. 7 - 9TH:  $50
OCT 19 - 21ST:  $60
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STAFF
SPOTLIGHT
STAFF
SPOTLIGHT

Josh SaranitaJosh Saranita
Math TeacherMath Teacher

Josh Saranita
Math Teacher

SENIOR
SPOTLIGHT
SENIOR
SPOTLIGHT

Jazmin HuntJazmin HuntJazmin Hunt

Mr. Saranita has been with Mingus teaching Algebra for 8 years.Mr. Saranita has been with Mingus teaching Algebra for 8 years.  
His favorite part of teaching is when he sees a student graspHis favorite part of teaching is when he sees a student grasp  
a difficult concept. Working with our students keeps hima difficult concept. Working with our students keeps him  
motivated. If he finds a student who needs some motivation,motivated. If he finds a student who needs some motivation,  
he lets them know that no matter what others say or do, he willhe lets them know that no matter what others say or do, he will
  believe in them and will do everything in his power to help them.believe in them and will do everything in his power to help them.
Mr. Saranita was born and raised in San Diego. He has been married since 2010Mr. Saranita was born and raised in San Diego. He has been married since 2010  
and has three amazing kids; ages 13, 12, 11. He has a master's degree in educational andand has three amazing kids; ages 13, 12, 11. He has a master's degree in educational and
counseling psychology from Washington State University. During his free time he lovescounseling psychology from Washington State University. During his free time he loves
coaching soccer for his son and his friends.coaching soccer for his son and his friends.
Mr. Saranita was overwhelmingly voted as Staff Spotlight by his peers because he hasMr. Saranita was overwhelmingly voted as Staff Spotlight by his peers because he has
been single-handedly teaching every single freshman Algebra 1 this first quarter. This isbeen single-handedly teaching every single freshman Algebra 1 this first quarter. This is
due to Mingus being understaffed and the community not having qualified math subs.due to Mingus being understaffed and the community not having qualified math subs.  
He has been building lasting relationships with students and providing a safe space in hisHe has been building lasting relationships with students and providing a safe space in his
room for students to learn. His fellow co-workers see and appreciate all of his efforts.room for students to learn. His fellow co-workers see and appreciate all of his efforts.  
We are grateful for and proud of you. Thank you for stepping up to the task.We are grateful for and proud of you. Thank you for stepping up to the task.  
We’re glad you’re on our team!We’re glad you’re on our team!

Mr. Saranita has been with Mingus teaching Algebra for 8 years. 
His favorite part of teaching is when he sees a student grasp 
a difficult concept. Working with our students keeps him 
motivated. If he finds a student who needs some motivation, 
he lets them know that no matter what others say or do, he will
 believe in them and will do everything in his power to help them.
Mr. Saranita was born and raised in San Diego. He has been married since 2010 
and has three amazing kids; ages 13, 12, 11. He has a master's degree in educational and
counseling psychology from Washington State University. During his free time he loves
coaching soccer for his son and his friends.
Mr. Saranita was overwhelmingly voted as Staff Spotlight by his peers because he has
been single-handedly teaching every single freshman Algebra 1 this first quarter. This is
due to Mingus being understaffed and the community not having qualified math subs. 
He has been building lasting relationships with students and providing a safe space in his
room for students to learn. His fellow co-workers see and appreciate all of his efforts. 
We are grateful for and proud of you. Thank you for stepping up to the task. 
We’re glad you’re on our team!

After graduating from Mingus this May, Jazmin would likeAfter graduating from Mingus this May, Jazmin would like  
to try college with the $5,000 scholarship that she won forto try college with the $5,000 scholarship that she won for
ggetting second place in the congressional art show. She alsoetting second place in the congressional art show. She also  
has plans to be working in a bakery. In five years, she hopes tohas plans to be working in a bakery. In five years, she hopes to  
be engaged or married, and to have a bakery shop of her own,be engaged or married, and to have a bakery shop of her own,  
and to also sell her art.and to also sell her art.
Her best memory of high school so far was her first homecoming dance that sheHer best memory of high school so far was her first homecoming dance that she  
went to freshman year. For fun, Jazmin likes to create art and hang out with friends.went to freshman year. For fun, Jazmin likes to create art and hang out with friends.
If she could go back in time and talk to herself as a freshman, she would encourageIf she could go back in time and talk to herself as a freshman, she would encourage
herself to try to make more friends.herself to try to make more friends.

After graduating from Mingus this May, Jazmin would like 
to try college with the $5,000 scholarship that she won for
getting second place in the congressional art show. She also 
has plans to be working in a bakery. In five years, she hopes to 
be engaged or married, and to have a bakery shop of her own, 
and to also sell her art.
Her best memory of high school so far was her first homecoming dance that she 
went to freshman year. For fun, Jazmin likes to create art and hang out with friends.
If she could go back in time and talk to herself as a freshman, she would encourage
herself to try to make more friends.
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Mathematics

Jeremiah Dyer
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MARAUDER of  the MONTHMARAUDER of  the MONTHMARAUDER of  the MONTH
TEACHERS AND COACHES ARE ASKED TO NOMINATE STUDENTS IN ALL ACADEMICS AND ATHLETICS

DEPARTMENTS. THESE STUDENTS ARE THEN VOTED ON AMONGST THOSE TEACHERS & COACHES TO CHOOSE
FINALISTS TO RECOGNIZE EACH MONTH. THESE STUDENTS ARE HIGHLIGHTED IN OUR NEWSLETTER AND INVITED

TO RECEIVE RECOGNITION IN FRONT OF OUR COMMUNITY AT THE FOLLOWING MONTH’S BOARD MEETING. 

TEACHERS AND COACHES ARE ASKED TO NOMINATE STUDENTS IN ALL ACADEMICS AND ATHLETICS
DEPARTMENTS. THESE STUDENTS ARE THEN VOTED ON AMONGST THOSE TEACHERS & COACHES TO CHOOSE

FINALISTS TO RECOGNIZE EACH MONTH. THESE STUDENTS ARE HIGHLIGHTED IN OUR NEWSLETTER AND INVITED
TO RECEIVE RECOGNITION IN FRONT OF OUR COMMUNITY AT THE FOLLOWING MONTH’S BOARD MEETING. 



Career & Technical
Education

Female Athlete

. .

Male Athlete

. .

CHARACTER   COUNTS

Pursing Victory
with Honors

. .

Mingus Academics

Y
ull

ianna Estrada

Advancement Via
Individual Determination

V
ale

ria Zul Ramirez

Performing & Visual Arts

 Sabine BriggsD
esire

e Laresma
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MARAUDER of  the MONTHMARAUDER of  the MONTHMARAUDER of  the MONTH

COMINGCOMINGCOMING
SOONSOONSOONour sports season has justour sports season has just

kicked off...stay tuned!kicked off...stay tuned!
our sports season has just

kicked off...stay tuned!
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   Al l  current athletic events, team schedules and coaching information are posted
to the athletics page for quick viewing. You can also subscribe to the calendar

and receive dai ly emails by scanning the QR code below, then subscribe  
by cl icking the RSS l ink (  ) in the top r ight corner.

*Schedules are subject to change, so check often or cal l  the athletic department for more info!

use the QR code
       here
or visit GOFAN.CO 

and search for
Mingus Union
High School  BUY YOUR EVENT TICKTS AT               .CO 

ADULTS: $6.00
CHILDREN (Ages 7-12): $4.00
CHILDREN (6 & under): FREE
MINGUS STUDENTS W/ID: $4.00
SENIORS  (Ages 55+)  & VETERANS: $4.00

*GoFan collects a service fee ($1/ticket) to support & grow a platform for
schools. This covers the cost of the technology & credit card processing.

Above prices include this fee.

$$ TICKET PRICES $$

COME OUT TO OUR SPORTING EVENTSCOME OUT TO OUR SPORTING EVENTS  
& SHOW YOUR MARAUDER PRIDE!& SHOW YOUR MARAUDER PRIDE!

COME OUT TO OUR SPORTING EVENTSCOME OUT TO OUR SPORTING EVENTS   
& SHOW YOUR MARAUDER PRIDE!&  SHOW YOUR MARAUDER PRIDE!

FALL SPORTS
Football

Girls Flag Football
Cheer

Cross Country
Volleyball
Boys Golf
Girls Golf

Swim
* UNIFIED  Swim

* UNIFIED Flag Football
* UNIFIED Volleyball

GO BIG
GO BIG

RED!!RED!!GO BIG
GO BIG

RED!!
RED!!

*NO ENTRY CHARGE FOR OUR UNIFIED SPORTS EVENTS*

          Athletics Program - Mingus Union High School District

scan the QR codescan the QR code
for a folder withfor a folder with

all of our Fallall of our Fall
Sports schedulesSports schedules

scan the QR code
for a folder with

all of our Fall
Sports schedules
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The Valley Academy for Career and Technology Education (VACTE) was established in 2001 by approval of the citizens of theThe Valley Academy for Career and Technology Education (VACTE) was established in 2001 by approval of the citizens of the  
Verde Valley and Sedona areas. VACTE is one of fourteen Career and Technical Education Districts (CTEDs) in Arizona.Verde Valley and Sedona areas. VACTE is one of fourteen Career and Technical Education Districts (CTEDs) in Arizona.  

Our school district members are Camp Verde – Ed Mezulis, Clarkdale/Jerome – Kathleen Fleenor,Our school district members are Camp Verde – Ed Mezulis, Clarkdale/Jerome – Kathleen Fleenor,  
Cottonwood/Oak Creek – Jill Myers, Mingus Union – Dave Leckington, and Sedona Red/Rock – Jeff Wassell.Cottonwood/Oak Creek – Jill Myers, Mingus Union – Dave Leckington, and Sedona Red/Rock – Jeff Wassell.

Career and Technical Education Districts (CTEDs) are specialized school districts designed to deliver career and technical educationCareer and Technical Education Districts (CTEDs) are specialized school districts designed to deliver career and technical education
(CTE) to high school students in cooperation with their member districts by providing a pathway for students to earn industry(CTE) to high school students in cooperation with their member districts by providing a pathway for students to earn industry

certification and college credit, as well as experience career-based learning, hands-on instruction, and leadership developmentcertification and college credit, as well as experience career-based learning, hands-on instruction, and leadership development
through such organizations as FBLA, FCCLA, FFA, HOSA, and SkillsUSA. VACTE supports the CTE programs, CTE instructors, andthrough such organizations as FBLA, FCCLA, FFA, HOSA, and SkillsUSA. VACTE supports the CTE programs, CTE instructors, and
more than 1,500 CTE students at the three local high schools. These programs include agriculture, automotive, business, coding,more than 1,500 CTE students at the three local high schools. These programs include agriculture, automotive, business, coding,

culinary arts, digital photography, drafting, film and TV, graphic design, sports medicine, stagecraft, and welding.culinary arts, digital photography, drafting, film and TV, graphic design, sports medicine, stagecraft, and welding.

VACTE has additionally established 8 CTE programs offered at locations throughout the Verde Valley which provide career trainingVACTE has additionally established 8 CTE programs offered at locations throughout the Verde Valley which provide career training
to students from the three high schools, area charter schools, and home schools. These programs include: certified nursingto students from the three high schools, area charter schools, and home schools. These programs include: certified nursing

assistant, construction, cosmetology, culinary arts, fire science, law enforcement, phlebotomy, and teacher training.assistant, construction, cosmetology, culinary arts, fire science, law enforcement, phlebotomy, and teacher training.

A strong partnership with Yavapai College has been developed in providing dual or concurrent enrollment courses, whereby, highA strong partnership with Yavapai College has been developed in providing dual or concurrent enrollment courses, whereby, high
school students are able to earn both high school and college credits for the courses in which they are enrolled. VACTE pays for theschool students are able to earn both high school and college credits for the courses in which they are enrolled. VACTE pays for the

college tuition, textbooks, and uniforms for many of these programs. VACTE courses also support several industry recognizedcollege tuition, textbooks, and uniforms for many of these programs. VACTE courses also support several industry recognized
licenses and certifications which the students may earn upon exit from the programs such as Arizona Board of Nursing Certifiedlicenses and certifications which the students may earn upon exit from the programs such as Arizona Board of Nursing Certified
Nursing Assistant Licensure, Arizona Board of Barbering/Cosmetology Licensure, and Arizona Firefighter I and II certification.Nursing Assistant Licensure, Arizona Board of Barbering/Cosmetology Licensure, and Arizona Firefighter I and II certification.

MissionMission
Provide an engaging learning environment resulting in the development of hirable and productive individuals in a competitiveProvide an engaging learning environment resulting in the development of hirable and productive individuals in a competitive

workforce.workforce. Students are offered quality instruction and technical skill foundations through on-the-job training in specific areas of Students are offered quality instruction and technical skill foundations through on-the-job training in specific areas of
career development. Our instructors share their extensive real-world knowledge for students to experience and achieve workplacecareer development. Our instructors share their extensive real-world knowledge for students to experience and achieve workplace
success. Our development activities are use-inspired and include workplace soft skills, team building and industry standard skills.success. Our development activities are use-inspired and include workplace soft skills, team building and industry standard skills.  

We expect our students to be leaders in supporting the ideas behind this vision and mission.We expect our students to be leaders in supporting the ideas behind this vision and mission.

Vision StatementVision Statement
Skills for Today, Careers for a LifetimeSkills for Today, Careers for a Lifetime

We envision a future where our students attain the skills to build professional careers that will last a lifetime.We envision a future where our students attain the skills to build professional careers that will last a lifetime.  
Our focus is on creating an educational experience that supports everyone’s desire to learn.Our focus is on creating an educational experience that supports everyone’s desire to learn.  

We seek to produce a skilled workforce, one student at a time.We seek to produce a skilled workforce, one student at a time.

The Valley Academy for Career and Technology Education (VACTE) was established in 2001 by approval of the citizens of the 
Verde Valley and Sedona areas. VACTE is one of fourteen Career and Technical Education Districts (CTEDs) in Arizona. 

Our school district members are Camp Verde – Ed Mezulis, Clarkdale/Jerome – Kathleen Fleenor, 
Cottonwood/Oak Creek – Jill Myers, Mingus Union – Dave Leckington, and Sedona Red/Rock – Jeff Wassell.

Career and Technical Education Districts (CTEDs) are specialized school districts designed to deliver career and technical education
(CTE) to high school students in cooperation with their member districts by providing a pathway for students to earn industry

certification and college credit, as well as experience career-based learning, hands-on instruction, and leadership development
through such organizations as FBLA, FCCLA, FFA, HOSA, and SkillsUSA. VACTE supports the CTE programs, CTE instructors, and
more than 1,500 CTE students at the three local high schools. These programs include agriculture, automotive, business, coding,

culinary arts, digital photography, drafting, film and TV, graphic design, sports medicine, stagecraft, and welding.

VACTE has additionally established 8 CTE programs offered at locations throughout the Verde Valley which provide career training
to students from the three high schools, area charter schools, and home schools. These programs include: certified nursing

assistant, construction, cosmetology, culinary arts, fire science, law enforcement, phlebotomy, and teacher training.

A strong partnership with Yavapai College has been developed in providing dual or concurrent enrollment courses, whereby, high
school students are able to earn both high school and college credits for the courses in which they are enrolled. VACTE pays for the

college tuition, textbooks, and uniforms for many of these programs. VACTE courses also support several industry recognized
licenses and certifications which the students may earn upon exit from the programs such as Arizona Board of Nursing Certified
Nursing Assistant Licensure, Arizona Board of Barbering/Cosmetology Licensure, and Arizona Firefighter I and II certification.

Mission
Provide an engaging learning environment resulting in the development of hirable and productive individuals in a competitive

workforce. Students are offered quality instruction and technical skill foundations through on-the-job training in specific areas of
career development. Our instructors share their extensive real-world knowledge for students to experience and achieve workplace
success. Our development activities are use-inspired and include workplace soft skills, team building and industry standard skills. 

We expect our students to be leaders in supporting the ideas behind this vision and mission.

Vision Statement
Skills for Today, Careers for a Lifetime

We envision a future where our students attain the skills to build professional careers that will last a lifetime. 
Our focus is on creating an educational experience that supports everyone’s desire to learn. 

We seek to produce a skilled workforce, one student at a time.

Who is VACTE?Who is VACTE?Who is VACTE?

Bob Weir  -  Bob Weir  -  Super intendentSuper intendent
Bob Weir  serves  as  the Super intendent  of  Val ley  Academy for  Career  & Technology Educat ion (VACTE) ,  aBob Weir  serves  as  the Super intendent  of  Val ley  Academy for  Career  & Technology Educat ion (VACTE) ,  a   

posi t ion he has  held  s ince 2016.  With  a  strong commitment  to  career  and technical  educat ion,  Bob providesposit ion he has  held  s ince 2016.  With  a  strong commitment  to  career  and technical  educat ion,  Bob provides
leadership  and v is ion for  the d istr ict  whi le  working  to  ensure  students  have access  to  meaningful ,  hands-onleadership  and v is ion for  the d istr ict  whi le  working  to  ensure  students  have access  to  meaningful ,  hands-on

educat ional  opportunit ies  that  prepare  them for  col lege,  careers,  and l i fe  beyond high school .educat ional  opportunit ies  that  prepare  them for  col lege,  careers,  and l i fe  beyond high school .
Throughout  h is  career ,  Bob has  been a  dedicated advocate  for  Career  and Technical  Educat ion (CTE) ,Throughout  h is  career ,  Bob has  been a  dedicated advocate  for  Career  and Technical  Educat ion (CTE) ,

  support ing  programs that  a l low students  to  develop valuable  technical  sk i l ls ,  industry  knowledge,  andsupport ing  programs that  a l low students  to  develop valuable  technical  sk i l ls ,  industry  knowledge,  and
  real-world  exper ience.  Under  h is  leadership,  VACTE cont inues to  strengthen partnerships  with  localreal-world  exper ience.  Under  h is  leadership,  VACTE cont inues to  strengthen partnerships  with  local   

schools ,  businesses,  community  organizat ions,  and post-secondary  inst i tut ions  to  expand opportunit iesschools ,  businesses,  community  organizat ions,  and post-secondary  inst i tut ions  to  expand opportunit ies   
for  students  throughout  the Verde Val ley.for  students  throughout  the Verde Val ley.

Bob's  leadership  and dedicat ion to  CTE have earned h im recognit ion at  both  the state  and nat ional  levels .Bob's  leadership  and dedicat ion to  CTE have earned h im recognit ion at  both  the state  and nat ional  levels .   
He was honored as  the ACTE Administrator  of  the  Year  for  2017–2018 and has  received the ACTE L i fet imeHe was honored as  the ACTE Administrator  of  the  Year  for  2017–2018 and has  received the ACTE L i fet ime

Achievement  Award in  recognit ion of  h is  longstanding serv ice  and contr ibut ions  to  career  andAchievement  Award in  recognit ion of  h is  longstanding serv ice  and contr ibut ions  to  career  and   
technical  educat ion.  He has  a lso  been recognized as  a  CTSO Champion for  h is  support  of  studenttechnical  educat ion.  He has  a lso  been recognized as  a  CTSO Champion for  h is  support  of  student   

organizat ions  and leadership  opportunit ies .organizat ions  and leadership  opportunit ies .
Bob bel ieves  strongly  in  developing students  through hands-on learning,  strong industry  partnerships,Bob bel ieves  strongly  in  developing students  through hands-on learning,  strong industry  partnerships,   

and opportunit ies  that  connect  c lassroom instruct ion to  the workforce.  He is  passionate  about  support ingand opportunit ies  that  connect  c lassroom instruct ion to  the workforce.  He is  passionate  about  support ing
VACTE's  instructors  and staf f  and creat ing  an environment  where students  can d iscover  their  strengths,VACTE's  instructors  and staf f  and creat ing  an environment  where students  can d iscover  their  strengths,

  develop conf idence,  and bui ld  a  foundat ion for  successful  futures.develop conf idence,  and bui ld  a  foundat ion for  successful  futures.
Outside of  h is  professional  responsibi l i t ies ,  Bob enjoys  being a  rodeo c lown and spending t ime with  h isOutside of  h is  professional  responsibi l i t ies ,  Bob enjoys  being a  rodeo c lown and spending t ime with  h is   

wi fe ,  chi ldren,  and grandchi ldren.  He takes great  pr ide in  h is  fami ly ,  the  VACTE community ,  and thewife,  chi ldren,  and grandchi ldren.  He takes great  pr ide in  h is  fami ly ,  the  VACTE community ,  and the   
s tudents  and staf f  he  has  the pr iv i lege of  serv ing.students  and staf f  he  has  the pr iv i lege of  serv ing.

Bob Weir  -  Super intendent
Bob Weir  serves  as  the Super intendent  of  Val ley  Academy for  Career  & Technology Educat ion (VACTE) ,  a  

posi t ion he has  held  s ince 2016.  With  a  strong commitment  to  career  and technical  educat ion,  Bob provides
leadership  and v is ion for  the d istr ict  whi le  working  to  ensure  students  have access  to  meaningful ,  hands-on

educat ional  opportunit ies  that  prepare  them for  col lege,  careers,  and l i fe  beyond high school .
Throughout  h is  career ,  Bob has  been a  dedicated advocate  for  Career  and Technical  Educat ion (CTE) ,

 support ing  programs that  a l low students  to  develop valuable  technical  sk i l ls ,  industry  knowledge,  and
 real-world  exper ience.  Under  h is  leadership,  VACTE cont inues to  strengthen partnerships  with  local  

schools ,  businesses,  community  organizat ions,  and post-secondary  inst i tut ions  to  expand opportunit ies  
for  students  throughout  the Verde Val ley.

Bob's  leadership  and dedicat ion to  CTE have earned h im recognit ion at  both  the state  and nat ional  levels .  
He was honored as  the ACTE Administrator  of  the  Year  for  2017–2018 and has  received the ACTE L i fet ime

Achievement  Award in  recognit ion of  h is  longstanding serv ice  and contr ibut ions  to  career  and 
technical  educat ion.  He has  a lso  been recognized as  a  CTSO Champion for  h is  support  of  student  

organizat ions  and leadership  opportunit ies .
Bob bel ieves  strongly  in  developing students  through hands-on learning,  strong industry  partnerships,  

and opportunit ies  that  connect  c lassroom instruct ion to  the workforce.  He is  passionate  about  support ing
VACTE's  instructors  and staf f  and creat ing  an environment  where students  can d iscover  their  strengths,

 develop conf idence,  and bui ld  a  foundat ion for  successful  futures.
Outs ide of  h is  professional  responsibi l i t ies ,  Bob enjoys  being a  rodeo c lown and spending t ime with  h is  

wi fe ,  chi ldren,  and grandchi ldren.  He takes great  pr ide in  h is  fami ly ,  the  VACTE community ,  and the 
students  and staf f  he  has  the pr iv i lege of  serv ing.
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Shawnna Patton -  Shawnna Patton -  Business  Manager/Board SecretaryBusiness  Manager/Board Secretary
ShawnnaShawnna  Patton serves  as  the School  Business  Manager  for  Val ley  Academy for  Career  & Technology Patton serves  as  the School  Business  Manager  for  Val ley  Academy for  Career  & Technology   

Educat ion (VACTE) .  With  many years  of  exper ience serv ing  VACTE,  Shawnna plays  an essent ia l  ro le  in  theEducat ion (VACTE) .  With  many years  of  exper ience serv ing  VACTE,  Shawnna plays  an essent ia l  ro le  in  the
  day-to-day operat ions  of  the  d istr ict  and works  c losely  with  staf f ,  s tudents,  fami l ies ,  administrat ion,day-to-day operat ions  of  the  d istr ict  and works  c losely  with  staf f ,  s tudents,  fami l ies ,  administrat ion,   

and community  partners.Her  responsibi l i t ies  include overseeing business  and f inancia l  operat ions,  payrol l  andand community  partners.Her  responsibi l i t ies  include overseeing business  and f inancia l  operat ions,  payrol l  and
employee support ,  student  program funding,  compl iance,  records,  purchasing,  and a  wide var iety  ofemployee support ,  student  program funding,  compl iance,  records,  purchasing,  and a  wide var iety  of

administrat ive  funct ions  that  help  keep VACTE running smoothly .  She is  known for  being organized,  dependable,administrat ive  funct ions  that  help  keep VACTE running smoothly .  She is  known for  being organized,  dependable,
resourceful ,  and a lways wi l l ing  to  jump in  wherever  she is  needed.  Shawnna is  passionate  about  support ingresourceful ,  and a lways wi l l ing  to  jump in  wherever  she is  needed.  Shawnna is  passionate  about  support ing

VACTE’s  staf f  and students  and takes pr ide in  being part  of  an  organizat ion that  prepares  students  withVACTE’s  staf f  and students  and takes pr ide in  being part  of  an  organizat ion that  prepares  students  with   
real-world  career  and technical  sk i l ls .  She especia l ly  values  the re lat ionships  she has  bui l t  with  thereal-world  career  and technical  sk i l ls .  She especia l ly  values  the re lat ionships  she has  bui l t  with  the   

VACTE community  and the opportunity  to  contr ibute  to  the cont inued success  and growth of  the  d istr ict .VACTE community  and the opportunity  to  contr ibute  to  the cont inued success  and growth of  the  d istr ict .
Outside of  work,  Shawnna enjoys  spending t ime with  her  husband and fami ly ,  support ing  her  chi ldren inOutside of  work,  Shawnna enjoys  spending t ime with  her  husband and fami ly ,  support ing  her  chi ldren in   
their  act iv i t ies ,  and stay ing  involved in  the local  community .  She is  proud to  be part  of  the  VACTE fami lytheir  act iv i t ies ,  and stay ing  involved in  the local  community .  She is  proud to  be part  of  the  VACTE fami ly   

and looks forward to  cont inuing to  serve the d istr ict  and i ts  students.and looks forward to  cont inuing to  serve the d istr ict  and i ts  students.

Shawnna Patton -  Business  Manager/Board Secretary
Shawnna Patton serves  as  the School  Business  Manager  for  Val ley  Academy for  Career  & Technology 

Educat ion (VACTE) .  With  many years  of  exper ience serv ing  VACTE,  Shawnna plays  an essent ia l  ro le  in  the
 day-to-day operat ions  of  the  d istr ict  and works  c losely  with  staf f ,  s tudents,  fami l ies ,  administrat ion,  

and community  partners.Her  responsibi l i t ies  include overseeing business  and f inancia l  operat ions,  payrol l  and
employee support ,  student  program funding,  compl iance,  records,  purchasing,  and a  wide var iety  of

administrat ive  funct ions  that  help  keep VACTE running smoothly .  She is  known for  being organized,  dependable,
resourceful ,  and a lways wi l l ing  to  jump in  wherever  she is  needed.  Shawnna is  passionate  about  support ing

VACTE’s  staf f  and students  and takes pr ide in  being part  of  an  organizat ion that  prepares  students  with  
real-world  career  and technical  sk i l ls .  She especia l ly  values  the re lat ionships  she has  bui l t  with  the  

VACTE community  and the opportunity  to  contr ibute  to  the cont inued success  and growth of  the  d istr ict .
Outs ide of  work,  Shawnna enjoys  spending t ime with  her  husband and fami ly ,  support ing  her  chi ldren in  
their  act iv i t ies ,  and stay ing  involved in  the local  community .  She is  proud to  be part  of  the  VACTE fami ly  

and looks forward to  cont inuing to  serve the d istr ict  and i ts  students.

Laura Carbonaro -  Laura Carbonaro -  Attendance SecretaryAttendance Secretary
Laura  Carbonaro serves  as  the Registrar  for  the Val ley  Academy for  Career  & Technology Educat ion (VACTE) .  InLaura  Carbonaro serves  as  the Registrar  for  the Val ley  Academy for  Career  & Technology Educat ion (VACTE) .  In
her  ro le ,  Laura  is  an  important  part  of  the  d istr ict ’s  student  support  team,  helping  ensure  that  student  records,her  ro le ,  Laura  is  an  important  part  of  the  d istr ict ’s  student  support  team,  helping  ensure  that  student  records,

enrol lment,  attendance,  and other  essent ia l  student  informat ion are  accurate,  organized,  and mainta inedenrol lment,  attendance,  and other  essent ia l  student  informat ion are  accurate,  organized,  and mainta ined
according to  d istr ict  and state  requirements.  Laura  holds  a  bachelor ’s  degree in  Secondary  Educat ion with  a  majoraccording to  d istr ict  and state  requirements.  Laura  holds  a  bachelor ’s  degree in  Secondary  Educat ion with  a  major

in  Earth  Science and minors  in  Mathematics  and Geology,  br inging  a  strong educat ional  background,  attent ion toin  Earth  Science and minors  in  Mathematics  and Geology,  br inging  a  strong educat ional  background,  attent ion to
detai l ,  and analyt ical  sk i l ls  to  her  work  at  VACTE.  She works  c losely  with  students,  fami l ies ,  school  counselors ,detai l ,  and analyt ical  sk i l ls  to  her  work  at  VACTE.  She works  c losely  with  students,  fami l ies ,  school  counselors ,
instructors ,  and distr ict  staf f  to  help  make the enrol lment  and student  records  process  as  smooth as  possible.instructors ,  and distr ict  staf f  to  help  make the enrol lment  and student  records  process  as  smooth as  possible.

Laura  is  dedicated to  provid ing  dependable  support  to  students  and staf f  whi le  helping  mainta in  the accuracy  andLaura  is  dedicated to  provid ing  dependable  support  to  students  and staf f  whi le  helping  mainta in  the accuracy  and
integr i ty  of  VACTE’s  student  records.  She takes pr ide in  being part  of  a  team that  helps  students  navigate  theirintegr i ty  of  VACTE’s  student  records.  She takes pr ide in  being part  of  a  team that  helps  students  navigate  their

educat ional  journey and prepare  for  their  futures.educat ional  journey and prepare  for  their  futures.
Outside of  work,  Laura  enjoys  t ravel ing,  explor ing  new places,  exper iencing d i f ferent  cul tures,  and creat ingOutside of  work,  Laura  enjoys  t ravel ing,  explor ing  new places,  exper iencing d i f ferent  cul tures,  and creat ing

last ing  memories  with  fami ly  and f r iends.  Fun Fact :  Before  jo in ing  the educat ion f ie ld,  Laura  had an impressivelast ing  memories  with  fami ly  and f r iends.  Fun Fact :  Before  jo in ing  the educat ion f ie ld,  Laura  had an impressive
career  working  on nuclear  submarines.  Her  unique professional  background,  combined with  her  educat ion in  Earthcareer  working  on nuclear  submarines.  Her  unique professional  background,  combined with  her  educat ion in  Earth
Science,  Mathematics  and Geology,  br ings  a  unique perspect ive  and a  wealth  of  exper ience to  her  ro le  at  VACTE.Science,  Mathematics  and Geology,  br ings  a  unique perspect ive  and a  wealth  of  exper ience to  her  ro le  at  VACTE.

Laura Carbonaro -  Attendance Secretary
Laura  Carbonaro serves  as  the Registrar  for  the Val ley  Academy for  Career  & Technology Educat ion (VACTE) .  In
her  ro le ,  Laura  is  an  important  part  of  the  d istr ict ’s  student  support  team,  helping  ensure  that  student  records,

enrol lment,  attendance,  and other  essent ia l  student  informat ion are  accurate,  organized,  and mainta ined
according to  d istr ict  and state  requirements.  Laura  holds  a  bachelor ’s  degree in  Secondary  Educat ion with  a  major

in  Earth  Science and minors  in  Mathematics  and Geology,  br inging  a  strong educat ional  background,  attent ion to
detai l ,  and analyt ical  sk i l ls  to  her  work  at  VACTE.  She works  c losely  with  students,  fami l ies ,  school  counselors ,
instructors ,  and distr ict  staf f  to  help  make the enrol lment  and student  records  process  as  smooth as  possible.

Laura  is  dedicated to  provid ing  dependable  support  to  students  and staf f  whi le  helping  mainta in  the accuracy  and
integr i ty  of  VACTE’s  student  records.  She takes pr ide in  being part  of  a  team that  helps  students  navigate  their

educat ional  journey and prepare  for  their  futures.
Outs ide of  work,  Laura  enjoys  t ravel ing,  explor ing  new places,  exper iencing d i f ferent  cul tures,  and creat ing

last ing  memories  with  fami ly  and f r iends.  Fun Fact :  Before  jo in ing  the educat ion f ie ld,  Laura  had an impressive
career  working  on nuclear  submarines.  Her  unique professional  background,  combined with  her  educat ion in  Earth
Science,  Mathematics  and Geology,  br ings  a  unique perspect ive  and a  wealth  of  exper ience to  her  ro le  at  VACTE.

Daria  Weir  -  Daria  Weir  -  CounselorCounselor
Daria  Weir  serves  as  a  Counselor  at  Val ley  Academy for  Career  & Technology Educat ion (VACTE) ,  where she isDaria  Weir  serves  as  a  Counselor  at  Val ley  Academy for  Career  & Technology Educat ion (VACTE) ,  where she is
dedicated to  helping  students  make the most  of  their  career  and technical  educat ion exper ience.  Dar ia  worksdedicated to  helping  students  make the most  of  their  career  and technical  educat ion exper ience.  Dar ia  works
closely  with  students,  fami l ies ,  instructors ,  and school  partners  to  provide guidance and support  as  studentsclosely  with  students,  fami l ies ,  instructors ,  and school  partners  to  provide guidance and support  as  students
navigate  their  educat ional  and career  goals .  In  her  ro le ,  Dar ia  helps  students  explore  their  interests ,  ident i fynavigate  their  educat ional  and career  goals .  In  her  ro le ,  Dar ia  helps  students  explore  their  interests ,  ident i fy

opportunit ies ,  and develop plans  for  success.  She is  committed to  making sure  students  feel  supported,opportunit ies ,  and develop plans  for  success.  She is  committed to  making sure  students  feel  supported,
encouraged,  and conf ident  as  they work  toward their  futures.  Dar ia  understands that  every  student  has  d i f ferentencouraged,  and conf ident  as  they work  toward their  futures.  Dar ia  understands that  every  student  has  d i f ferent
goals  and strengths  and enjoys  helping  them discover  pathways that  f i t  their  indiv idual  interests  and aspirat ions.goals  and strengths  and enjoys  helping  them discover  pathways that  f i t  their  indiv idual  interests  and aspirat ions.
Daria  is  known for  being approachable,  support ive,  and wi l l ing  to  go  the extra  mi le  for  students.  She takes pr ideDaria  is  known for  being approachable,  support ive,  and wi l l ing  to  go  the extra  mi le  for  students.  She takes pr ide

in  bui ld ing  re lat ionships  with  students  and being a  t rusted resource throughout  their  t ime at  VACTE.in  bui ld ing  re lat ionships  with  students  and being a  t rusted resource throughout  their  t ime at  VACTE.
Outside of  work,  Dar ia 's  favor i te  ro le  is  being a  grandma.  She t reasures  spending t ime with  her  grandchi ldren,Outside of  work,  Dar ia 's  favor i te  ro le  is  being a  grandma.  She t reasures  spending t ime with  her  grandchi ldren,

making memories,  and watching them grow.  Family  is  an  important  part  of  Dar ia 's  l i fe ,  and she enjoys  everymaking memories,  and watching them grow.  Family  is  an  important  part  of  Dar ia 's  l i fe ,  and she enjoys  every
opportunity  to  spend t ime with  the people  she loves.  She is  proud to  be part  of  the  VACTE team and passionateopportunity  to  spend t ime with  the people  she loves.  She is  proud to  be part  of  the  VACTE team and passionate

about  helping  students  recognize  their  potent ia l  and bui ld  a  strong foundat ion for  their  future.about  helping  students  recognize  their  potent ia l  and bui ld  a  strong foundat ion for  their  future.

Daria  Weir  -  Counselor
Daria  Weir  serves  as  a  Counselor  at  Val ley  Academy for  Career  & Technology Educat ion (VACTE) ,  where she is
dedicated to  helping  students  make the most  of  their  career  and technical  educat ion exper ience.  Dar ia  works
closely  with  students,  fami l ies ,  instructors ,  and school  partners  to  provide guidance and support  as  students
navigate  their  educat ional  and career  goals .  In  her  ro le ,  Dar ia  helps  students  explore  their  interests ,  ident i fy

opportunit ies ,  and develop plans  for  success.  She is  committed to  making sure  students  feel  supported,
encouraged,  and conf ident  as  they work  toward their  futures.  Dar ia  understands that  every  student  has  d i f ferent
goals  and strengths  and enjoys  helping  them discover  pathways that  f i t  their  indiv idual  interests  and aspirat ions.
Dar ia  is  known for  being approachable,  support ive,  and wi l l ing  to  go  the extra  mi le  for  students.  She takes pr ide

in  bui ld ing  re lat ionships  with  students  and being a  t rusted resource throughout  their  t ime at  VACTE.
Outs ide of  work,  Dar ia 's  favor i te  ro le  is  being a  grandma.  She t reasures  spending t ime with  her  grandchi ldren,

making memories,  and watching them grow.  Family  is  an  important  part  of  Dar ia 's  l i fe ,  and she enjoys  every
opportunity  to  spend t ime with  the people  she loves.  She is  proud to  be part  of  the  VACTE team and passionate

about  helping  students  recognize  their  potent ia l  and bui ld  a  strong foundat ion for  their  future.

Travis  Black -Travis  Black -  Construct ion Instructor Construct ion Instructor
Mr.  Travis  Black d iscovered h is  passion for  the construct ion t rades in  h is  ear ly  20s when he began workingMr.  Travis  Black d iscovered h is  passion for  the construct ion t rades in  h is  ear ly  20s when he began working   

as  a  carpenter .  After  spending several  years  gain ing  exper ience in  the f ie ld,  he  took the next  step in  h isas a  carpenter .  After  spending several  years  gain ing  exper ience in  the f ie ld,  he  took the next  step in  h is   
career  by  start ing  h is  own construct ion company,  P i tch  Black Construct ion.  For  20 years,  Trav is  bui l t  andcareer  by  start ing  h is  own construct ion company,  P i tch  Black Construct ion.  For  20 years,  Trav is  bui l t  and
remodeled homes,  developing a  wealth  of  knowledge and hands-on exper ience that  he  cont inues to  put  toremodeled homes,  developing a  wealth  of  knowledge and hands-on exper ience that  he  cont inues to  put  to

  use  through remodel ing  projects  today.  In  2018,  Travis  jo ined VACTE and created a  brand-new Construct ionuse through remodel ing  projects  today.  In  2018,  Travis  jo ined VACTE and created a  brand-new Construct ion
Trades Program.  Through h is  dedicat ion and leadership,  the  program has grown into  a  h ighly  successfulTrades Program.  Through h is  dedicat ion and leadership,  the  program has grown into  a  h ighly  successful   

program that  prepares  students  for  careers  in  the construct ion industry .  Trav is  has  a lso  shared h is  expert iseprogram that  prepares  students  for  careers  in  the construct ion industry .  Trav is  has  a lso  shared h is  expert ise   
wi th  other  construct ion programs throughout  Ar izona,  helping  educators  and students  bui ld  strong,  successfulwith other  construct ion programs throughout  Ar izona,  helping  educators  and students  bui ld  strong,  successful

programs of  their  own.  Throughout  h is  teaching career ,  Trav is  has  been recognized for  h is  dedicat ion to  h isprograms of  their  own.  Throughout  h is  teaching career ,  Trav is  has  been recognized for  h is  dedicat ion to  h is
students  and the construct ion t rades.  His  honors  include being named Yavapai  County  Teacher  of  the  Yearstudents  and the construct ion t rades.  His  honors  include being named Yavapai  County  Teacher  of  the  Year   

twice,  Ski l lsUSA Advisor  of  the  Year  twice,  and VFW Teacher  of  the  Year .  His  program has a lso  earned Ar izonatwice,  Ski l lsUSA Advisor  of  the  Year  twice,  and VFW Teacher  of  the  Year .  His  program has a lso  earned Ar izona   
and Nat ional  Ski l lsUSA Models  of  Excel lence honors,  recogniz ing  i t  as  a  top chapter .  Under  h is  leadership,and Nat ional  Ski l lsUSA Models  of  Excel lence honors,  recogniz ing  i t  as  a  top chapter .  Under  h is  leadership,   

the  program has reached the Top 8  in  the nat ion for  e ight  consecut ive  years.the program has reached the Top 8  in  the nat ion for  e ight  consecut ive  years.
Outside of  teaching and construct ion,  Trav is  enjoys  t ravel ing  and making memories  with  h is  wi fe .  He is  a lso  aOutside of  teaching and construct ion,  Trav is  enjoys  t ravel ing  and making memories  with  h is  wi fe .  He is  a lso  a
proud father  of  adult  twins  and values  the t ime he gets  to  spend with  h is  fami ly .  Whether  he is  bui ld ing  in  theproud father  of  adult  twins  and values  the t ime he gets  to  spend with  h is  fami ly .  Whether  he is  bui ld ing  in  the

classroom,  on a  job s i te ,  or  helping  others  succeed,  Trav is  is  passionate  about  shar ing  h is  knowledge andclassroom,  on a  job s i te ,  or  helping  others  succeed,  Trav is  is  passionate  about  shar ing  h is  knowledge and
inspir ing  the next  generat ion of  sk i l led t rades professionals .inspir ing  the next  generat ion of  sk i l led t rades professionals .

Travis  Black -  Construct ion Instructor
Mr.  Travis  Black d iscovered h is  passion for  the construct ion t rades in  h is  ear ly  20s when he began working  

as  a  carpenter .  After  spending several  years  gain ing  exper ience in  the f ie ld,  he  took the next  step in  h is  
career  by  start ing  h is  own construct ion company,  P i tch  Black Construct ion.  For  20 years,  Trav is  bui l t  and
remodeled homes,  developing a  wealth  of  knowledge and hands-on exper ience that  he  cont inues to  put  to

 use through remodel ing  projects  today.  In  2018,  Travis  jo ined VACTE and created a  brand-new Construct ion
Trades Program.  Through h is  dedicat ion and leadership,  the  program has grown into  a  h ighly  successful  

program that  prepares  students  for  careers  in  the construct ion industry .  Trav is  has  a lso  shared h is  expert ise  
with  other  construct ion programs throughout  Ar izona,  helping  educators  and students  bui ld  strong,  successful

programs of  their  own.  Throughout  h is  teaching career ,  Trav is  has  been recognized for  h is  dedicat ion to  h is
students  and the construct ion t rades.  His  honors  include being named Yavapai  County  Teacher  of  the  Year  

twice,  Ski l lsUSA Advisor  of  the  Year  twice,  and VFW Teacher  of  the  Year .  His  program has a lso  earned Ar izona 
and Nat ional  Ski l lsUSA Models  of  Excel lence honors,  recogniz ing  i t  as  a  top chapter .  Under  h is  leadership,  

the  program has reached the Top 8  in  the nat ion for  e ight  consecut ive  years.
Outs ide of  teaching and construct ion,  Trav is  enjoys  t ravel ing  and making memories  with  h is  wi fe .  He is  a lso  a
proud father  of  adult  twins  and values  the t ime he gets  to  spend with  h is  fami ly .  Whether  he is  bui ld ing  in  the

classroom,  on a  job s i te ,  or  helping  others  succeed,  Trav is  is  passionate  about  shar ing  h is  knowledge and
inspir ing  the next  generat ion of  sk i l led t rades professionals .

MEET OUR STAFF...continuedMEET OUR STAFF...continuedMEET OUR STAFF...continued
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Sabrina Conway -  Sabrina Conway -  Cert i f ied  Nurs ing  Assistant  InstructorCert i f ied  Nurs ing  Assistant  Instructor
Mrs.  Sabr ina  Conway br ings  a  wealth  of  exper ience and knowledge in  the healthcare  f ie ld.  She began her  careerMrs.  Sabr ina  Conway br ings  a  wealth  of  exper ience and knowledge in  the healthcare  f ie ld.  She began her  career

as a  Cert i f ied  Nurs ing  Assistant  (CNA),  working  at  The Haven for  e ight  years  and gain ing  valuable  hands-onas a  Cert i f ied  Nurs ing  Assistant  (CNA),  working  at  The Haven for  e ight  years  and gain ing  valuable  hands-on
exper ience car ing  for  pat ients  and support ing  their  needs.  In  2018,  Mrs.  Conway earned her  Nurs ing  Degree andexper ience car ing  for  pat ients  and support ing  their  needs.  In  2018,  Mrs.  Conway earned her  Nurs ing  Degree and

cont inued her  career  with  The Haven,  further  expanding her  knowledge and exper ience with in  the healthcarecont inued her  career  with  The Haven,  further  expanding her  knowledge and exper ience with in  the healthcare
system.  Her  passion for  healthcare  and her  desire  to  share  her  knowledge with  others  led her  to  VACTE,  wheresystem.  Her  passion for  healthcare  and her  desire  to  share  her  knowledge with  others  led her  to  VACTE,  where

she has  proudly  served as  the CNA instructor  for  the past  four  years.  Mrs.  Conway is  passionate  about  prepar ingshe has  proudly  served as  the CNA instructor  for  the past  four  years.  Mrs.  Conway is  passionate  about  prepar ing
her  students  for  successful  careers  in  healthcare.  She enjoys  shar ing  her  real-world  exper iences and helpingher  students  for  successful  careers  in  healthcare.  She enjoys  shar ing  her  real-world  exper iences and helping

students  develop the sk i l ls ,  conf idence,  and compassion needed to  provide qual i ty  pat ient  care.students  develop the sk i l ls ,  conf idence,  and compassion needed to  provide qual i ty  pat ient  care.
Outside of  teaching,  Mrs.  Conway enjoys  spending qual i ty  t ime with  her  husband and their  three adult  chi ldren.Outside of  teaching,  Mrs.  Conway enjoys  spending qual i ty  t ime with  her  husband and their  three adult  chi ldren.
When she has  t ime to  re lax,  she enjoys  crochet ing  and gett ing  lost  in  a  good book.  Family ,  learning,  and helpingWhen she has  t ime to  re lax,  she enjoys  crochet ing  and gett ing  lost  in  a  good book.  Family ,  learning,  and helping

others  are  a l l  important  parts  of  what  makes Mrs.  Conway a  valued member  of  the  VACTE community .others  are  a l l  important  parts  of  what  makes Mrs.  Conway a  valued member  of  the  VACTE community .

Sabrina Conway -  Cert i f ied  Nurs ing  Assistant  Instructor
Mrs.  Sabr ina  Conway br ings  a  wealth  of  exper ience and knowledge in  the healthcare  f ie ld.  She began her  career

as  a  Cert i f ied  Nurs ing  Assistant  (CNA),  working  at  The Haven for  e ight  years  and gain ing  valuable  hands-on
exper ience car ing  for  pat ients  and support ing  their  needs.  In  2018,  Mrs.  Conway earned her  Nurs ing  Degree and

cont inued her  career  with  The Haven,  further  expanding her  knowledge and exper ience with in  the healthcare
system.  Her  passion for  healthcare  and her  desire  to  share  her  knowledge with  others  led her  to  VACTE,  where

she has  proudly  served as  the CNA instructor  for  the past  four  years.  Mrs.  Conway is  passionate  about  prepar ing
her  students  for  successful  careers  in  healthcare.  She enjoys  shar ing  her  real-world  exper iences and helping

students  develop the sk i l ls ,  conf idence,  and compassion needed to  provide qual i ty  pat ient  care.
Outs ide of  teaching,  Mrs.  Conway enjoys  spending qual i ty  t ime with  her  husband and their  three adult  chi ldren.
When she has  t ime to  re lax,  she enjoys  crochet ing  and gett ing  lost  in  a  good book.  Family ,  learning,  and helping

others  are  a l l  important  parts  of  what  makes Mrs.  Conway a  valued member  of  the  VACTE community .

Valentina Gonzales  -  Valentina Gonzales  -  Cosmetology InstructorCosmetology Instructor
Ms.  Gonzales  d iscovered her  passion for  cosmetology at  the age of  15,  when she began sty l ing  hair  and doing nai lsMs.  Gonzales  d iscovered her  passion for  cosmetology at  the age of  15,  when she began sty l ing  hair  and doing nai ls

for  fami ly  and f r iends.  What  started as  a  creat ive  passion quickly  grew into  a  l i fe long career .  At  19,  she pursuedfor  fami ly  and f r iends.  What  started as  a  creat ive  passion quickly  grew into  a  l i fe long career .  At  19,  she pursued
her  dream by enrol l ing  in  cosmetology school ,  where she developed the sk i l ls  and knowledge needed to  turn  herher  dream by enrol l ing  in  cosmetology school ,  where she developed the sk i l ls  and knowledge needed to  turn  her

passion into  a  profession.  By  the age of  25,  Ms.  Gonzales  reached a  s igni f icant  mi lestone when she purchased herpassion into  a  profession.  By  the age of  25,  Ms.  Gonzales  reached a  s igni f icant  mi lestone when she purchased her
own hair  salon.  She cont inues to  successful ly  operate  her  salon today,  combining her  creat iv i ty ,  businessown hair  salon.  She cont inues to  successful ly  operate  her  salon today,  combining her  creat iv i ty ,  business

exper ience,  and dedicat ion to  helping  others  feel  conf ident  and beaut i fu l .  Her  passion for  working  with  andexper ience,  and dedicat ion to  helping  others  feel  conf ident  and beaut i fu l .  Her  passion for  working  with  and
mentor ing  teenagers  eventual ly  inspired her  to  br ing  her  exper ience into  the c lassroom.  Ms.  Gonzales  is  now inmentor ing  teenagers  eventual ly  inspired her  to  br ing  her  exper ience into  the c lassroom.  Ms.  Gonzales  is  now in
her  fourth  year  as  a  cosmetology instructor  with  VACTE,  where she enjoys  shar ing  her  knowledge,  encouragingher  fourth  year  as  a  cosmetology instructor  with  VACTE,  where she enjoys  shar ing  her  knowledge,  encouraging

creat iv i ty ,  and helping  students  bui ld  the sk i l ls  and conf idence they need to  pursue careers  in  the beauty  industry .creat iv i ty ,  and helping  students  bui ld  the sk i l ls  and conf idence they need to  pursue careers  in  the beauty  industry .
Outside of  her  career ,  Ms.  Gonzales  enjoys  spending qual i ty  t ime with  her  fami ly  and her  three chi ldren.Outside of  her  career ,  Ms.  Gonzales  enjoys  spending qual i ty  t ime with  her  fami ly  and her  three chi ldren.   

Fami ly  is  an  important  part  of  her  l i fe ,  and she values  making memories  and enjoying  t ime togetherFamily  is  an  important  part  of  her  l i fe ,  and she values  making memories  and enjoying  t ime together   
whenever  she can.  Through her  work,  teaching,  and fami ly  l i fe ,  Ms.  Gonzales  is  passionate  about  inspir ingwhenever  she can.  Through her  work,  teaching,  and fami ly  l i fe ,  Ms.  Gonzales  is  passionate  about  inspir ing   

others  to  fo l low their  dreams,  work  hard,  and bel ieve in  their  potent ia l .others  to  fo l low their  dreams,  work  hard,  and bel ieve in  their  potent ia l .

Valentina Gonzales  -  Cosmetology Instructor
Ms.  Gonzales  d iscovered her  passion for  cosmetology at  the age of  15,  when she began sty l ing  hair  and doing nai ls

for  fami ly  and f r iends.  What  started as  a  creat ive  passion quickly  grew into  a  l i fe long career .  At  19,  she pursued
her  dream by enrol l ing  in  cosmetology school ,  where she developed the sk i l ls  and knowledge needed to  turn  her

passion into  a  profession.  By  the age of  25,  Ms.  Gonzales  reached a  s igni f icant  mi lestone when she purchased her
own hair  salon.  She cont inues to  successful ly  operate  her  salon today,  combining her  creat iv i ty ,  business

exper ience,  and dedicat ion to  helping  others  feel  conf ident  and beaut i fu l .  Her  passion for  working  with  and
mentor ing  teenagers  eventual ly  inspired her  to  br ing  her  exper ience into  the c lassroom.  Ms.  Gonzales  is  now in
her  fourth  year  as  a  cosmetology instructor  with  VACTE,  where she enjoys  shar ing  her  knowledge,  encouraging

creat iv i ty ,  and helping  students  bui ld  the sk i l ls  and conf idence they need to  pursue careers  in  the beauty  industry .
Outs ide of  her  career ,  Ms.  Gonzales  enjoys  spending qual i ty  t ime with  her  fami ly  and her  three chi ldren.  

Family  is  an  important  part  of  her  l i fe ,  and she values  making memories  and enjoying  t ime together  
whenever  she can.  Through her  work,  teaching,  and fami ly  l i fe ,  Ms.  Gonzales  is  passionate  about  inspir ing  

others  to  fo l low their  dreams,  work  hard,  and bel ieve in  their  potent ia l .

Paul  Vocca,  Jeremy Vargas,  and Sal  Unale  -  Paul  Vocca,  Jeremy Vargas,  and Sal  Unale  -  Fire  Science InstructorsFire  Science Instructors
Paul  Vocca is  jo in ing  VACTE for  h is  f i rst  year  as  the F i ref ighter  I  &  II  Instructor .  A  2004 graduate  of  MingusPaul  Vocca is  jo in ing  VACTE for  h is  f i rst  year  as  the F i ref ighter  I  &  II  Instructor .  A  2004 graduate  of  Mingus
Union High School  and a  l i fe long res ident  of  the  Cottonwood area,  Paul  br ings  a  strong connect ion to  the VerdeUnion High School  and a  l i fe long res ident  of  the  Cottonwood area,  Paul  br ings  a  strong connect ion to  the Verde
Val ley  and extensive  exper ience in  the f i re  serv ice.  Paul  has  more than seven years  of  professional  f i ref ight ingVal ley  and extensive  exper ience in  the f i re  serv ice.  Paul  has  more than seven years  of  professional  f i ref ight ing
exper ience,  including s ix  years  with  the Cottonwood Fi re  Department  and a  year  and a  hal f  with  the Peor ia  F i reexper ience,  including s ix  years  with  the Cottonwood Fi re  Department  and a  year  and a  hal f  with  the Peor ia  F i re
Department.  He a lso  holds  an Associate  of  Appl ied Science in  Paramedic ine.  In  addit ion to  h is  f i re  serv iceDepartment.  He a lso  holds  an Associate  of  Appl ied Science in  Paramedic ine.  In  addit ion to  h is  f i re  serv ice
career ,  Paul  has  more than e ight  years  of  exper ience coaching youth sports  throughout  the Verde Val ley  andcareer ,  Paul  has  more than e ight  years  of  exper ience coaching youth sports  throughout  the Verde Val ley  and
previously  coached basebal l  at  Mingus Union High School .  Through both coaching and f i ref ight ing,  he  haspreviously  coached basebal l  at  Mingus Union High School .  Through both coaching and f i ref ight ing,  he  has
developed a  passion for  helping  young people  bui ld  the work  ethic ,  d isc ipl ine,  teamwork,  communicat ion,  anddeveloped a  passion for  helping  young people  bui ld  the work  ethic ,  d isc ipl ine,  teamwork,  communicat ion,  and
leadership  sk i l ls  needed to  succeed.  Paul  and h is  wi fe  are  ra is ing  their  four  chi ldren in  the Cottonwood area.  Heleadership  sk i l ls  needed to  succeed.  Paul  and h is  wi fe  are  ra is ing  their  four  chi ldren in  the Cottonwood area.  He
is  exci ted to  return  to  h is  community  in  a  new role  and share  h is  professional  exper ience with  VACTE studentsis  exci ted to  return  to  h is  community  in  a  new role  and share  h is  professional  exper ience with  VACTE students
as he helps  prepare  the next  generat ion of  f i ref ighters .as he helps  prepare  the next  generat ion of  f i ref ighters .
Jeremy Vargas  was born and ra ised in  F lagstaf f .  He moved to  Cottonwood about  5  years  ago when he marr iedJeremy Vargas  was born and ra ised in  F lagstaf f .  He moved to  Cottonwood about  5  years  ago when he marr ied
his  wi fe ,  and wanted to  set  roots .  Mr .  Vargas  and h is  wi fe  have a  beaut i fu l  daughter  and are  current ly  expect inghis  wi fe ,  and wanted to  set  roots .  Mr .  Vargas  and h is  wi fe  have a  beaut i fu l  daughter  and are  current ly  expect ing
her  baby s ister .  He has  worked for  Sedona F i re  for  the past  9  years  and enjoys  every  day  of  i t .  Mr .  Vargas  hasher  baby s ister .  He has  worked for  Sedona F i re  for  the past  9  years  and enjoys  every  day  of  i t .  Mr .  Vargas  has
worked in  the past  for  F lagstaf f  F i re  Department  and the Flagstaf f  A i rport  F i re .  He has  taught  F i re  sc ience forworked in  the past  for  F lagstaf f  F i re  Department  and the Flagstaf f  A i rport  F i re .  He has  taught  F i re  sc ience for
many years  at  Coconino Community  Col lege in  F lagstaf f .  In  h is  spare  t ime Mr.  Vargas  enjoys  gett ing  outs ide,many years  at  Coconino Community  Col lege in  F lagstaf f .  In  h is  spare  t ime Mr.  Vargas  enjoys  gett ing  outs ide,
staying  act ive,  and spending t ime with  fami ly  and f r iends.  He enjoys  making the most  of  Ar izona’s  outdoors  andstaying  act ive,  and spending t ime with  fami ly  and f r iends.  He enjoys  making the most  of  Ar izona’s  outdoors  and
staying  connected to  the people  and community  around him.staying  connected to  the people  and community  around him.
Mr.  Salvador  Unale  has  been a  F i re  F ighter  for  over  17 years.  Current ly  Mr.  Unale  is  working  at  Copper  CanyonMr.  Salvador  Unale  has  been a  F i re  F ighter  for  over  17 years.  Current ly  Mr.  Unale  is  working  at  Copper  Canyon
Fire  & Medical  Distr ict .  He started of f  h is  career  at  the  Doney Park  f i re ,  then went  to  work  as  a  Detent ionFire  & Medical  Distr ict .  He started of f  h is  career  at  the  Doney Park  f i re ,  then went  to  work  as  a  Detent ion
off icer ,  he  spent  5  years  with  Ponderosa F i re ,  worked at  Palominas F i re  and f inal ly  was h i red at  the Copperoff icer ,  he  spent  5  years  with  Ponderosa F i re ,  worked at  Palominas F i re  and f inal ly  was h i red at  the Copper
Canyon F i re  Department.  He is  marr ied with  2  l i t t le  boys.Canyon F i re  Department.  He is  marr ied with  2  l i t t le  boys.

Paul  Vocca,  Jeremy Vargas,  and Sal  Unale  -  Fire  Science Instructors
Paul  Vocca is  jo in ing  VACTE for  h is  f i rst  year  as  the F i ref ighter  I  &  II  Instructor .  A  2004 graduate  of  Mingus
Union High School  and a  l i fe long res ident  of  the  Cottonwood area,  Paul  br ings  a  strong connect ion to  the Verde
Val ley  and extensive  exper ience in  the f i re  serv ice.  Paul  has  more than seven years  of  professional  f i ref ight ing
exper ience,  including s ix  years  with  the Cottonwood Fi re  Department  and a  year  and a  hal f  with  the Peor ia  F i re
Department.  He a lso  holds  an Associate  of  Appl ied Science in  Paramedic ine.  In  addit ion to  h is  f i re  serv ice
career ,  Paul  has  more than e ight  years  of  exper ience coaching youth sports  throughout  the Verde Val ley  and
previously  coached basebal l  at  Mingus Union High School .  Through both coaching and f i ref ight ing,  he  has
developed a  passion for  helping  young people  bui ld  the work  ethic ,  d isc ipl ine,  teamwork,  communicat ion,  and
leadership  sk i l ls  needed to  succeed.  Paul  and h is  wi fe  are  ra is ing  their  four  chi ldren in  the Cottonwood area.  He
is  exci ted to  return  to  h is  community  in  a  new role  and share  h is  professional  exper ience with  VACTE students
as  he helps  prepare  the next  generat ion of  f i ref ighters .
Jeremy Vargas  was born and ra ised in  F lagstaf f .  He moved to  Cottonwood about  5  years  ago when he marr ied
his  wi fe ,  and wanted to  set  roots .  Mr .  Vargas  and h is  wi fe  have a  beaut i fu l  daughter  and are  current ly  expect ing
her  baby s ister .  He has  worked for  Sedona F i re  for  the past  9  years  and enjoys  every  day  of  i t .  Mr .  Vargas  has
worked in  the past  for  F lagstaf f  F i re  Department  and the Flagstaf f  A i rport  F i re .  He has  taught  F i re  sc ience for
many years  at  Coconino Community  Col lege in  F lagstaf f .  In  h is  spare  t ime Mr.  Vargas  enjoys  gett ing  outs ide,
stay ing  act ive,  and spending t ime with  fami ly  and f r iends.  He enjoys  making the most  of  Ar izona’s  outdoors  and
staying  connected to  the people  and community  around him.
Mr.  Salvador  Unale  has  been a  F i re  F ighter  for  over  17 years.  Current ly  Mr.  Unale  is  working  at  Copper  Canyon
Fire  & Medical  Distr ict .  He started of f  h is  career  at  the  Doney Park  f i re ,  then went  to  work  as  a  Detent ion
off icer ,  he  spent  5  years  with  Ponderosa F i re ,  worked at  Palominas F i re  and f inal ly  was h i red at  the Copper
Canyon F i re  Department.  He is  marr ied with  2  l i t t le  boys.

Jennifer  Choate -  Jennifer  Choate -  Law Enforcement  InstructorLaw Enforcement  Instructor
Ms.  Choate  ret i red after  serv ing  her  community  for  20 years  with  the Salt  Lake Ci ty  Pol ice  Department  in  Utah.Ms.  Choate  ret i red after  serv ing  her  community  for  20 years  with  the Salt  Lake Ci ty  Pol ice  Department  in  Utah.

Ms.  Choate  wi l l  begin  her  next  career  path  as  the Law Enforcement  and Publ ic  Safety  Advisor  for  VACTEMs.  Choate  wi l l  begin  her  next  career  path  as  the Law Enforcement  and Publ ic  Safety  Advisor  for  VACTE   
and has  been with  us  for  4  years.  Ms.  Choate  has  been awarded Yavapai  County  teacher  of  the  year  and hasand has  been with  us  for  4  years.  Ms.  Choate  has  been awarded Yavapai  County  teacher  of  the  year  and has   
had several  students’  p lace on a  regional  and nat ional  level  through their  Ski l lsUSA student  c lub over  thehad several  students’  p lace on a  regional  and nat ional  level  through their  Ski l lsUSA student  c lub over  the   

last  four  years.  As  a  cert i f ied  ASP Defensive  Tact ics  Instructor ,  the  students  in  the Law Enforcement  Programlast  four  years.  As  a  cert i f ied  ASP Defensive  Tact ics  Instructor ,  the  students  in  the Law Enforcement  Program   
wi l l  be  cert i f ied  with  basic  defense tact ic  sk i l ls  upon complet ion of  their  f i rst  year  and may be cert i f iedwil l  be  cert i f ied  with  basic  defense tact ic  sk i l ls  upon complet ion of  their  f i rst  year  and may be cert i f ied   

wi th  advanced ski l ls  i f  they  choose to  take the program a  second year .  Students  a lso  accumulate  9  creditwith advanced ski l ls  i f  they  choose to  take the program a  second year .  Students  a lso  accumulate  9  credit
  hours  per  hours  as  they are  dual  enrol led at  Yavapai  Col lege.hours  per  hours  as  they are  dual  enrol led at  Yavapai  Col lege.

We have been blessed to  bui ld  a  strong partnership  with  Cottonwood Pol ice  Department  and Dispatch.  This  hasWe have been blessed to  bui ld  a  strong partnership  with  Cottonwood Pol ice  Department  and Dispatch.  This  has
provided opportunit ies  for  our  senior  students  to  part ic ipate  in  a  911 Internship  Program as  wel l  as  exper iencingprovided opportunit ies  for  our  senior  students  to  part ic ipate  in  a  911 Internship  Program as  wel l  as  exper iencing

the day in  the l i fe  of  a  law enforcement  of f icer  by  part ic ipat ing  in  the r ide-a- long program.the day in  the l i fe  of  a  law enforcement  of f icer  by  part ic ipat ing  in  the r ide-a- long program.

Jennifer  Choate -  Law Enforcement  Instructor
Ms.  Choate  ret i red after  serv ing  her  community  for  20 years  with  the Salt  Lake Ci ty  Pol ice  Department  in  Utah.

Ms.  Choate  wi l l  begin  her  next  career  path  as  the Law Enforcement  and Publ ic  Safety  Advisor  for  VACTE 
and has  been with  us  for  4  years.  Ms.  Choate  has  been awarded Yavapai  County  teacher  of  the  year  and has  
had several  students’  p lace on a  regional  and nat ional  level  through their  Ski l lsUSA student  c lub over  the 

last  four  years.  As  a  cert i f ied  ASP Defensive  Tact ics  Instructor ,  the  students  in  the Law Enforcement  Program 
wi l l  be  cert i f ied  with  basic  defense tact ic  sk i l ls  upon complet ion of  their  f i rst  year  and may be cert i f ied  

with  advanced ski l ls  i f  they  choose to  take the program a  second year .  Students  a lso  accumulate  9  credit
 hours  per  hours  as  they are  dual  enrol led at  Yavapai  Col lege.

We have been blessed to  bui ld  a  strong partnership  with  Cottonwood Pol ice  Department  and Dispatch.  This  has
provided opportunit ies  for  our  senior  students  to  part ic ipate  in  a  911 Internship  Program as  wel l  as  exper iencing

the day in  the l i fe  of  a  law enforcement  of f icer  by  part ic ipat ing  in  the r ide-a- long program.

MEET OUR STAFF...continuedMEET OUR STAFF...continuedMEET OUR STAFF...continued



Kylee Randall  -  Kylee Randall  -  Ed Professions/Teacher  Tra in ing  InstructorEd Professions/Teacher  Tra in ing  Instructor
Kaylee Randal l  is  the  Educat ion Professions Instructor  at  VACTE,  where she helps  h igh school  students  exploreKaylee Randal l  is  the  Educat ion Professions Instructor  at  VACTE,  where she helps  h igh school  students  explore

careers  in  educat ion and discover  the k ind of  educator  they hope to  become.  She holds  a  Master ’s  degree incareers  in  educat ion and discover  the k ind of  educator  they hope to  become.  She holds  a  Master ’s  degree in
Learning and Technology and br ings  exper ience in  ear ly  chi ldhood educat ion,  curr iculum development,  tutor ing,Learning and Technology and br ings  exper ience in  ear ly  chi ldhood educat ion,  curr iculum development,  tutor ing,

and creat ing  meaningful  learning  exper iences for  learners  of  a l l  ages.and creat ing  meaningful  learning  exper iences for  learners  of  a l l  ages.
Kaylee is  passionate  about  creat ing  hands-on,  real-world  learning  opportunit ies  that  a l low students  toKaylee is  passionate  about  creat ing  hands-on,  real-world  learning  opportunit ies  that  a l low students  to

exper ience educat ion beyond the c lassroom.  She loves  helping  future  educators  bui ld  conf idence,  d iscover  theirexper ience educat ion beyond the c lassroom.  She loves  helping  future  educators  bui ld  conf idence,  d iscover  their
strengths,  and understand the last ing  impact  they can have on chi ldren,  fami l ies ,  and their  communit ies.strengths,  and understand the last ing  impact  they can have on chi ldren,  fami l ies ,  and their  communit ies.

The Verde Val ley  is  home,  and Kaylee is  grateful  for  the opportunity  to  g ive  back to  the community  that  helpedThe Verde Val ley  is  home,  and Kaylee is  grateful  for  the opportunity  to  g ive  back to  the community  that  helped
shape her .  She is  passionate  about  helping  “grow our  own”—encouraging students  to  see themselves  as  futureshape her .  She is  passionate  about  helping  “grow our  own”—encouraging students  to  see themselves  as  future

educators  and empowering  them to  make a  d i f ference r ight  here  in  their  own communit ies.  Outs ide of  VACTE,  sheeducators  and empowering  them to  make a  d i f ference r ight  here  in  their  own communit ies.  Outs ide of  VACTE,  she
enjoys  spending t ime with  her  husband and two young chi ldren,  being outdoors,  baking,  and creat ing  specia lenjoys  spending t ime with  her  husband and two young chi ldren,  being outdoors,  baking,  and creat ing  specia l

moments  with  fami ly  and f r iends.moments  with  fami ly  and f r iends.

Kylee Randall  -  Ed Professions/Teacher  Tra in ing  Instructor
Kaylee Randal l  is  the  Educat ion Professions Instructor  at  VACTE,  where she helps  h igh school  students  explore

careers  in  educat ion and discover  the k ind of  educator  they hope to  become.  She holds  a  Master ’s  degree in
Learning and Technology and br ings  exper ience in  ear ly  chi ldhood educat ion,  curr iculum development,  tutor ing,

and creat ing  meaningful  learning  exper iences for  learners  of  a l l  ages.
Kaylee is  passionate  about  creat ing  hands-on,  real-world  learning  opportunit ies  that  a l low students  to

exper ience educat ion beyond the c lassroom.  She loves  helping  future  educators  bui ld  conf idence,  d iscover  their
strengths,  and understand the last ing  impact  they can have on chi ldren,  fami l ies ,  and their  communit ies.

The Verde Val ley  is  home,  and Kaylee is  grateful  for  the opportunity  to  g ive  back to  the community  that  helped
shape her .  She is  passionate  about  helping  “grow our  own”—encouraging students  to  see themselves  as  future

educators  and empowering  them to  make a  d i f ference r ight  here  in  their  own communit ies.  Outs ide of  VACTE,  she
enjoys  spending t ime with  her  husband and two young chi ldren,  being outdoors,  baking,  and creat ing  specia l

moments  with  fami ly  and f r iends.
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Deana De Witt  -  Deana De Witt  -  Ed Professions/Teacher  Tra in ing  InstructorEd Professions/Teacher  Tra in ing  Instructor
Deana DeWitt  is  an  instructor  for  the Educat ion Professions Program,  teaching col lege- level  courses  for  ourDeana DeWitt  is  an  instructor  for  the Educat ion Professions Program,  teaching col lege- level  courses  for  our
second-year  students.  Mrs.  DeWitt  is  a  ret i red educator  with  more than 25 years  of  exper ience working insecond-year  students.  Mrs.  DeWitt  is  a  ret i red educator  with  more than 25 years  of  exper ience working in   

several  Verde Val ley  School  Distr icts .  She has  taught  everything  f rom ear ly  chi ldhood to  adult  educat ion,  servedseveral  Verde Val ley  School  Distr icts .  She has  taught  everything  f rom ear ly  chi ldhood to  adult  educat ion,  served
as a  Mentor  Teacher ,  Director  of  Student  Serv ices,  Director  of  Curr iculum & Instruct ion,  and as  Assistantas a  Mentor  Teacher ,  Director  of  Student  Serv ices,  Director  of  Curr iculum & Instruct ion,  and as  Assistant

Super intendent .  Mrs.  DeWitt  holds  a  Master 's  Degree in  Educat ion:  Curr iculum & Instruct ion as  wel l  as  a  Master 'sSuper intendent .  Mrs.  DeWitt  holds  a  Master 's  Degree in  Educat ion:  Curr iculum & Instruct ion as  wel l  as  a  Master 's
Degree in  Educat ional  Leadership.  She and her  husband ra ised their  chi ldren in  the Verde Val ley  and now have f iveDegree in  Educat ional  Leadership.  She and her  husband ra ised their  chi ldren in  the Verde Val ley  and now have f ive
grandchi ldren who wi l l  at tend local  schools .  She is  passionate  about  helping  to  prepare  future  educators  who wi l lgrandchi ldren who wi l l  at tend local  schools .  She is  passionate  about  helping  to  prepare  future  educators  who wi l l

one day make a  posi t ive  impact  on the chi ldren they work  with  and their  communit ies.one day make a  posi t ive  impact  on the chi ldren they work  with  and their  communit ies.

Deana De Witt  -  Ed Professions/Teacher  Tra in ing  Instructor
Deana DeWitt  is  an  instructor  for  the Educat ion Professions Program,  teaching col lege- level  courses  for  our
second-year  students.  Mrs.  DeWitt  is  a  ret i red educator  with  more than 25 years  of  exper ience working in  

several  Verde Val ley  School  Distr icts .  She has  taught  everything  f rom ear ly  chi ldhood to  adult  educat ion,  served
as a  Mentor  Teacher ,  Director  of  Student  Serv ices,  Director  of  Curr iculum & Instruct ion,  and as  Assistant

Super intendent .  Mrs.  DeWitt  holds  a  Master 's  Degree in  Educat ion:  Curr iculum & Instruct ion as  wel l  as  a  Master 's
Degree in  Educat ional  Leadership.  She and her  husband ra ised their  chi ldren in  the Verde Val ley  and now have f ive
grandchi ldren who wi l l  at tend local  schools .  She is  passionate  about  helping  to  prepare  future  educators  who wi l l

one day make a  posi t ive  impact  on the chi ldren they work  with  and their  communit ies.

      Yavapai  Col lege Instructors:Yavapai  Col lege Instructors:

Electr ical:Electr ical:  T im Peterson is  our  Professor  of  E lectr ical  at  Yavapai  Col lege.  He is  a  fourth-generat ion e lectr ic ian Tim Peterson is  our  Professor  of  E lectr ical  at  Yavapai  Col lege.  He is  a  fourth-generat ion e lectr ic ian
with over  30 years  of  hands-on exper ience in  the e lectr ical  t rade.  He has  worked on everything  f rom res ident ia lwith over  30 years  of  hands-on exper ience in  the e lectr ical  t rade.  He has  worked on everything  f rom res ident ia l
homes to  large commercia l  pro jects  and solar  instal lat ions.  He is  passionate  about  shar ing  what  I ’ve  learned andhomes to  large commercia l  pro jects  and solar  instal lat ions.  He is  passionate  about  shar ing  what  I ’ve  learned and
helping others  bui ld  the sk i l ls  they  need to  succeed in  th is  f ie ld.  His  goal  in  teaching is  to  make electr icalhelping others  bui ld  the sk i l ls  they  need to  succeed in  th is  f ie ld.  His  goal  in  teaching is  to  make electr ical
concepts  c lear ,  pract ical ,  and connected to  real-world  work—so you can leave th is  c lass  conf ident  and ready forconcepts  c lear ,  pract ical ,  and connected to  real-world  work—so you can leave th is  c lass  conf ident  and ready for
the next  step in  your  journey.the next  step in  your  journey.

HVAC:HVAC:  James Morales  is  our  Professor  of  HVAC at  Yavapai  Col lege,  where he teaches students  the technical  and James Morales  is  our  Professor  of  HVAC at  Yavapai  Col lege,  where he teaches students  the technical  and
hands-on ski l ls  needed for  careers  in  the HVAC industry .  I  hold  several  industry  credent ia ls  and serve as  a  NATEhands-on ski l ls  needed for  careers  in  the HVAC industry .  I  hold  several  industry  credent ia ls  and serve as  a  NATE
and EPA 608 proctor  and a  Cert i f ied  NCCER instructor .and EPA 608 proctor  and a  Cert i f ied  NCCER instructor .

Phlebotomy:Phlebotomy:  Jayson Taddei  is  an  Associate  Professor  for  Yavapai  Col lege and teaches our  Phlebotomy program. Jayson Taddei  is  an  Associate  Professor  for  Yavapai  Col lege and teaches our  Phlebotomy program.
He has over  10 years  of  exper ience in  phlebotomy,  including superv is ing  the Phoenix  VA labs  as  a  phlebotomist ,He has over  10 years  of  exper ience in  phlebotomy,  including superv is ing  the Phoenix  VA labs  as  a  phlebotomist ,
where he gained valuable  hands-on exper ience,  leadership  sk i l ls ,  and a  strong understanding of  pat ient  care.  Hiswhere he gained valuable  hands-on exper ience,  leadership  sk i l ls ,  and a  strong understanding of  pat ient  care.  His
goal  is  to  share  h is  knowledge and exper ience with  students  whi le  introducing them to  the world  of  healthcaregoal  is  to  share  h is  knowledge and exper ience with  students  whi le  introducing them to  the world  of  healthcare
and speci f ical ly  phlebotomy.  He wants  to  help  students  bui ld  conf idence in  their  sk i l ls ,  understand theand speci f ical ly  phlebotomy.  He wants  to  help  students  bui ld  conf idence in  their  sk i l ls ,  understand the
importance of  professional ism and compassion in  healthcare,  and to  feel  prepared to  begin  their  own future  inimportance of  professional ism and compassion in  healthcare,  and to  feel  prepared to  begin  their  own future  in
any career .any career .

   Yavapai  Col lege Instructors:

Electr ical:  T im Peterson is  our  Professor  of  E lectr ical  at  Yavapai  Col lege.  He is  a  fourth-generat ion e lectr ic ian
with  over  30 years  of  hands-on exper ience in  the e lectr ical  t rade.  He has  worked on everything  f rom res ident ia l
homes to  large commercia l  pro jects  and solar  instal lat ions.  He is  passionate  about  shar ing  what  I ’ve  learned and
helping  others  bui ld  the sk i l ls  they  need to  succeed in  th is  f ie ld.  His  goal  in  teaching is  to  make electr ical
concepts  c lear ,  pract ical ,  and connected to  real-world  work—so you can leave th is  c lass  conf ident  and ready for
the next  step in  your  journey.

HVAC:  James Morales  is  our  Professor  of  HVAC at  Yavapai  Col lege,  where he teaches students  the technical  and
hands-on ski l ls  needed for  careers  in  the HVAC industry .  I  hold  several  industry  credent ia ls  and serve as  a  NATE
and EPA 608 proctor  and a  Cert i f ied  NCCER instructor .

Phlebotomy:  Jayson Taddei  is  an  Associate  Professor  for  Yavapai  Col lege and teaches our  Phlebotomy program.
He has  over  10 years  of  exper ience in  phlebotomy,  including superv is ing  the Phoenix  VA labs  as  a  phlebotomist ,
where he gained valuable  hands-on exper ience,  leadership  sk i l ls ,  and a  strong understanding of  pat ient  care.  His
goal  is  to  share  h is  knowledge and exper ience with  students  whi le  introducing them to  the world  of  healthcare
and speci f ical ly  phlebotomy.  He wants  to  help  students  bui ld  conf idence in  their  sk i l ls ,  understand the
importance of  professional ism and compassion in  healthcare,  and to  feel  prepared to  begin  their  own future  in
any career .

Building skills. Building confidence. Building futures!Building skills. Building confidence. Building futures!Building skills. Building confidence. Building futures!
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There's no doubt that our Verde Val ley community knows 
how to come together to support those who l ive here! 
This page wil l  l ist some of those amazing Community 

Resources and let you know some of the events 
and happenings they have planned this month.

 

Community ResourcesCommunity ResourcesCommunity Resources

Check the Manzanita Outreach Facebook
page for updates on their food share 

dates and what items could be available.
Our mission is to share

the abundance of
resources within our

communities with
dignity and joy.

406 S 6th Street,
Cottonwood

manzanitaoutreach.org


