
Every Student Celebrated | Every Student Prepared

 The 2026-27 school year has arrived! It is so great to have all our
Marauders back in classrooms, on stage, on the fields, and on the courts.

Class of 2030, welcome to the family! Class of 2027, this is your year! Go Marauders!
This is an exciting month with Parent Teacher Conferences on September 17th and 18th. Please use this
opportunity to conference with your student's teachers and explore opportunities for improvement or
celebrate successes.

Encourage your students to take advantage of their FLEX scheduling to work with teachers from any
class they are struggling with concepts in or need to make up work in. Students can sign up for FLEX
during their Monday Advisory class, or anytime they are logged onto a Mingus Chromebook or
personal/home device that is connected to the internet.

Fall sports are now moving full steam ahead with football, swim, cross country, golf, cheer, and flag
football all competing in September! Please show your Marauder Pride by coming out to our
Homecoming events next month. Our students love having our stands and bleachers full of fans, so come
out and cheer for your Mingus Marauders! 

In addition to athletics, Mingus Theatre (ATORT)'s production of Treasure Island will also draw a crowd to
our campus with upcoming performances over the weekends of 9/25-27 and 10/2-4.  

Homecoming 2026 will be next month on Friday, October 23rd. Check out this newsletter for information
on our Homecoming Closet which has grown into a robust program to give students more options for
dance and special event attire.

Please check our website's calendar and follow our social media for the most up to date events and
happenings including academics and extracurriculars at Mingus! We are excited to have your students
back on our campus and rolling through their first quarter of the school year!
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Hello Marauder Families!

September 3rd
Governing Board ~ Regular Meeting

6 – 8pm
Mingus High School Library

(More info on PG 2)

September 9th
College FAIR

All Day - MUHS Gym
(More info on PG 3)

September 7th 
LABOR DAY
No School

September 11th
Senior Sunrise

5:45 AM - 7:30 AM
MUHS Bright Field

(more info on PG 3)
September 15th

Site Council Meeting
5 - 6pm

Mingus High School Library(more info on PG 2)
September 17 & 18 Parent/Teacher Conferences*(More information on PG 2)

Sep 17, 18 & 19PROJECT HOMECOMING CLOSET(More information on PG 5) 

David D. Beery
Principal

Mingus Union High School

David D. Beery
Principal

Mingus Union High School
September 26, 27

October 2, 3 & 4

ATORT Presents

Treasure Island

(More Info on PG 9)

https://www.mingusunion.com/
https://www.instagram.com/mingus.marauders/
https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/
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Today’s famil iesare busy, andthere’s always
something

happening. Sync your familyschedule withours to avoidmissing importanttesting dates
and eventswhen planning 
vacations

and doctorappointments.

  MUHS 
COMMUNITY CALENDAR

CaMPUS EVENTS & RESOURCES

Our governing board is comprised of f ivelocal ly elected cit izens. These individualsensure the proper al location of distr ictfunds and resources to best serve theneeds and interests of our students.Meetings are open to the communityand are held at 6pm in the MUHS Libraryon the Second Thursday of every month.

MUHSMUHSMUHSGOVERNINGGOVERNING
BOARDBOARD
GOVERNING
BOARD

SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER    3RD3RD    @ 6PM@ 6PMSEPTEMBER  3RD  @ 6PM

FOR MORE
INFORMATION,

AGENDA &
MINUTES SCAN
THE QR CODE

OR GO TO:HTTPS://WWW.MINGUSUNIONDISTRICT.COM/ABOUT-US/GOVERNING-BOARD

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 15TH

5:00 PM ~ MUHS LIBRARY

SITE COUNCIL
We value your opinion and

welcome you to attend and

participate in site council meetings

MINGUS UNION HIGH SCHOOL

*Parent/Teacher
Conference ScheduleSeptember 17 (Periods 1, 3 & 5)

September 18 (Periods 2, 4 & 6)DAY 1 & 2 CLASS TIMES
8:00am – 9:15am

9:15am – 9:25am (BREAK)
9:25am – 10:40am

10:40am – 10:50am (BREAK)
10:50am – 12:05pm
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Mingus Union High School

Nutrition Departmant

Scan the QR code to see 

our monthly menu and learn

more about our cafeteria.

https://www.mingusunion.com/
https://www.instagram.com/mingus.marauders/
https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/


for Android Users

Reporting Absences: • From the public portal theParent/Guardian will selectAttendance Monitor from the leftnavigation menu
• The Parent/Guardian will then selectthe Report Attendance tab• Parent/Guardian will then click theReport New Attendance button• Parent/Guardian will enter theAbsence Date (leaving the second dateblank to report for today only)• Parent/Guardian will select from theWhat is the reason for the absencedrop-down

• Parent/Guardian will select Yes or Noin the Is this absence for the whole daydrop-down, or If No is selected theuser will be prompted to enter theTime Range
• Parent/Guardian will enter a conciseexplanation in the Explanation text box• Parent/Guardian will click SubmitNOTE: Reporting attendance forprevious dates is not allowed.

PowerSchool is available online
and in mobile apps!

 

For parents of returning students: If you already have an account 

from last year, you should be able to login the same as last year.

If you are unable to login, you will need to click on the 

“Forgot Password” link and create a new password.
 

For parents of new students: A parent portal account has already been

created for you! You should have received an email (to the address we

have on file) with your login information. If you did not receive an email,

would like additional accounts created (ex. for a 2  parent), or need

further assistance logging in to your account, please contact Dee Belzer

at 928-649-4417 or dbelzer@muhs.com.

nd

Parents/guardians with multiple students: you should be able to see 

all of your students on the same account – no need for multiple logins! 

If you don’t see all of your students, please contact 

Dee Belzer at 928-649-4417 or dbelzer@muhs.com for assistance.

Once a Parent Portal account is created/established on

the website, you can set up the PowerSchool Mobile App          

https://mingusunion.powerschool.com/public/home.html

• Monitor changes to grades and attendance with push

notifications
• Register to receive email alerts for grades,
attendance, or assignments

• See real-time updates of grades and attendance

• View assignment details
• Review teacher comments

• Check the school’s daily bulletin board

• View a full course schedule

• View a calendar showing all assignment due dates

for iOS Users

website

District Code:

FQCF

Paying Fees:• From the public portal, theParent/Guardian will select the  icon at topright of screen
• The Parent/Guardian will then selectPurchases & payments• Parent/Guardian will then select thestudent’s name for which they want to seeor pay fees/fines

• Parent/Guardian will select the type ofpurchase/payment they would like to make• Parent/Guardian will check boxes foritems they wish to purchase• Parent/Guardian will then click onCheckout and follow prompts to finalizepayment
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GET CONNECTED with PowerSchool
Use the PowerSchool Mobile App for quick access to grades and attendance!Use the PowerSchool Mobile App for quick access to grades and attendance!

PARENTS: For more functionality, such as paying fees or reporting absences throughPARENTS: For more functionality, such as paying fees or reporting absences through
the portal, log in online. Here’s what to do once you’re logged in:the portal, log in online. Here’s what to do once you’re logged in:

Use the PowerSchool Mobile App for quick access to grades and attendance!
PARENTS: For more functionality, such as paying fees or reporting absences through

the portal, log in online. Here’s what to do once you’re logged in:

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.powerschool.portal&gl=US
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.powerschool.portal&gl=US
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.powerschool.portal&gl=US
mailto:dbelzer@muhs.com
https://mingusunion.powerschool.com/public/home.html
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/powerschool-mobile/id973741088
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/powerschool-mobile/id973741088
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/powerschool-mobile/id973741088
https://mingusunion.powerschool.com/public/
https://mingusunion.powerschool.com/public/
https://mingusunion.powerschool.com/public/home.html
https://www.mingusunion.com/
https://www.instagram.com/mingus.marauders/
https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/
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  Dresses in a variety
   of sizes and colors 

   Menswear: Suits and
    Jackets, Slacks, 

   Vests, Cummerbunds, 
  Bow Ties & Neckties 
Jewelry & Accessories

 Dress Shoes

formal wear for
ALL high school  

students!

Thursday, September 17 (12-5pm)
Friday, September 18 (12-5pm)

Saturday, September 19 (11a-2p)

  Mingus Union High School  
Enter West Parking Lot on Camino Real 

Mingus Wrestling Room

https://www.mingusunion.com/
https://www.instagram.com/mingus.marauders/
https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/
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https://www.mingusunion.com/
https://www.instagram.com/mingus.marauders/
https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/


Welcome to Mingus, School Resource
Officer Matt Strickland. SRO

Strickland has recently served as a
detective for the Cottonwood Police
Department. This is his 12th year in

law enforcement, and we are grateful
for his service and that he is a part of
our team! Outside of his role as S.R.O,
he is involved in youth athletics and
loves spending time with his family. 
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Newest to our Mingus family and security team is Mr.
Pete Bailey. Mr. Pete has worked in emergency services
in the Verde Valley for over 20 years! He brings lots of

experience and knowledge to this role, and we are
excited to have him here. Aside from his time here at

Mingus, he enjoys woodworking and spending time with
his family, especially his grandchildren. 
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Coming back in her 2  year as MUHS
Security, we welcome back Ms. Azelin!

Ms. Azelin has been a part of our
district for three years now, having

served as a substitute teacher before
her position as security. Aside from

her time at Mingus, she loves
travelling, working out, and spending

time with her family.
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Welcome to our team this year, Mr. Brian Lally. Mr. Brian
served as the Auto Tech aide last year and transitioned into

his role as security this school year. He has been a
wonderful addition to the team and brings great ideas and
thoughtful contribution to our safety & security measures.
Mr. Brian enjoys his time outside of Mingus with his wife on

their property and being a helpful neighbor!

B
ri

an
 L

al
ly

B
ri

an
 L

al
ly

B
ri

an
 L

al
ly

Mr. David Morehouse has been with MUHS for
five years now! His consistency and dedication
are a great asset to MUHS and to our Security

team. Mr. David's background in law
enforcement has added to our team's ability to

address situations efficiently. Outside of school,
Mr. David spends time with his family and enjoys

local restaurants in Old Town Cottonwood.
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scoopscoopMeet Our Security Team!Meet Our Security Team!
Mingus Union High School is grateful for the wonderful staff who make up our Safety & Security Team.Mingus Union High School is grateful for the wonderful staff who make up our Safety & Security Team.  

Meet Our Security Team!
Mingus Union High School is grateful for the wonderful staff who make up our Safety & Security Team. 

MUHS Security Team is dedicated to promoting a proactiveMUHS Security Team is dedicated to promoting a proactive  
safety culture. Thanks to this team for all you do. With you all,safety culture. Thanks to this team for all you do. With you all,  

we feel safe and secure and have the best learning environment!we feel safe and secure and have the best learning environment!

MUHS Security Team is dedicated to promoting a proactive 
safety culture. Thanks to this team for all you do. With you all, 

we feel safe and secure and have the best learning environment!

https://www.mingusunion.com/
https://www.instagram.com/mingus.marauders/
https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/
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ACT brag board
Look at our progress!   
As MUHS stays focused on academic
achievement, our proficiency scores
are on the rise
These graphs show our three-year
progress from Fiscal Year 2024-2026
on the ACT Assessment
We will continue to focus on
student mastery of the standards
and preparing our students for
life after high school
We are proud of the gains made and
will continue to strive for excellence  

https://www.mingusunion.com/Community_Calendar
https://www.mingusunion.com/Home
https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/
https://www.mingusunion.com/
https://www.instagram.com/mingus.marauders/
https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/


MUHS A.T.O.R.T.MUHS A.T.O.R.T.MUHS A.T.O.R.T.
is thrilled to be voted 2026is thrilled to be voted 2026              

“Best of the Best” for Live Theatre“Best of the Best” for Live Theatre
is thrilled to be voted 2026       

“Best of the Best” for Live Theatre

TTrroouuppee  ##  33440066Troupe # 3406

MM  UU  HH  SS    AA..TT..OO..RR..TT..M U H S  A.T.O.R.T.
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Thank you for your patronage!Thank you for your patronage!Thank you for your patronage!
We have a blast putting shows on for theWe have a blast putting shows on for the
valley and hope to see you this year at:valley and hope to see you this year at:

We have a blast putting shows on for the
valley and hope to see you this year at:

Get your tickets at:Get your tickets at:  
atort.ludus.comatort.ludus.com!!

Get your tickets at: 
atort.ludus.com!

https://www.mingusunion.com/Community_Calendar
https://www.mingusunion.com/Home
https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/
https://www.mingusunion.com/
https://www.instagram.com/mingus.marauders/
https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/
http://atort.ludus.com/
http://atort.ludus.com/


FOR
INFO

ABOUT
MORE

OF
OUR

MUHS
C LUBS
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https://www.mingusunion.com/
https://www.instagram.com/mingus.marauders/
https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/


clubsclubs
PAGE 11

  MINGUS MATTERSMINGUS MATTERS  MINGUS MATTERSMINGUS MATTERS

MUHSMUHS

https://www.mingusunion.com/
https://www.instagram.com/mingus.marauders/
https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/
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STAFF
SPOTLIGHT
STAFF
SPOTLIGHT

Heather RobertsonHeather Robertson
Equipment aEquipment and Facilities Techniciannd Facilities Technician

Heather Robertson
Equipment and Facilities Technician

SENIOR
SPOTLIGHT
SENIOR
SPOTLIGHT

Preston HepnerPreston HepnerPreston Hepner

Heather has been a part of the Mingus team since 2020 when she startedHeather has been a part of the Mingus team since 2020 when she started  

in Attendance then was the Registrar in 2021 before taking the Equipmentin Attendance then was the Registrar in 2021 before taking the Equipment  

and Facilities position in 2022.and Facilities position in 2022.
She says that her favorite part of her job is getting to deliver packages andShe says that her favorite part of her job is getting to deliver packages and  

watch people get excited. It's like being an elf all year.watch people get excited. It's like being an elf all year.
If a student was struggling with motivation, she would remind them that theyIf a student was struggling with motivation, she would remind them that they  

determine what they are capable of, and to not sell themselves short anddetermine what they are capable of, and to not sell themselves short and  

definitely don't let someone else.definitely don't let someone else.
Both of Heather’s parents were Marines so she moved a lot in her youth. She has 5 kids that are between theBoth of Heather’s parents were Marines so she moved a lot in her youth. She has 5 kids that are between the
ages of 30 and 23 with her husband Matt, and they are excited to be grandparents to their awesome grandsonages of 30 and 23 with her husband Matt, and they are excited to be grandparents to their awesome grandson
that is 1.5 years old. Heather also worked in healthcare for 20 years, running the back office of family healththat is 1.5 years old. Heather also worked in healthcare for 20 years, running the back office of family health
practices before coming to the school for a change of pace. She loves animals, cooking, tattoos and traveling.practices before coming to the school for a change of pace. She loves animals, cooking, tattoos and traveling.
When she has free time, she loves to travel with her husband to other countries, and she also loves to cook!When she has free time, she loves to travel with her husband to other countries, and she also loves to cook!
When they aren't traveling, they are usually found on the couch with the dogs planning their next adventureWhen they aren't traveling, they are usually found on the couch with the dogs planning their next adventure
or hosting huge family dinners trying new foods.or hosting huge family dinners trying new foods.

Heather has been a part of the Mingus team since 2020 when she started 

in Attendance then was the Registrar in 2021 before taking the Equipment 

and Facilities position in 2022.

She says that her favorite part of her job is getting to deliver packages and 

watch people get excited. It's like being an elf all year.

If a student was struggling with motivation, she would remind them that they 

determine what they are capable of, and to not sell themselves short and 

definitely don't let someone else.

Both of Heather’s parents were Marines so she moved a lot in her youth. She has 5 kids that are between the

ages of 30 and 23 with her husband Matt, and they are excited to be grandparents to their awesome grandson

that is 1.5 years old. Heather also worked in healthcare for 20 years, running the back office of family health

practices before coming to the school for a change of pace. She loves animals, cooking, tattoos and traveling.

When she has free time, she loves to travel with her husband to other countries, and she also loves to cook!

When they aren't traveling, they are usually found on the couch with the dogs planning their next adventure

or hosting huge family dinners trying new foods.

When Preston graduates from Mingus at the end of this school year, he plansWhen Preston graduates from Mingus at the end of this school year, he plans

to attend an out of state 4-year university to get a master’s in civil engineering.to attend an out of state 4-year university to get a master’s in civil engineering.  

He hopes to be freshly out of college and working a higher position in a job dueHe hopes to be freshly out of college and working a higher position in a job due  

to participating in internships during college within the next 5 years.to participating in internships during college within the next 5 years.

During his time at Mingus, he has participated in many clubs. This year he startedDuring his time at Mingus, he has participated in many clubs. This year he started  

a brand-new Engineering Club! He is an Interact Assistant governor for the state ofa brand-new Engineering Club! He is an Interact Assistant governor for the state of  

Arizona and the treasurer of the Mingus Club. He is also a part of Link Crew and National Honors Society. InArizona and the treasurer of the Mingus Club. He is also a part of Link Crew and National Honors Society. In

the spring he runs long distance for the track team.the spring he runs long distance for the track team.

Preston says his favorite memories from high school are definitely the track meets. He loves the people andPreston says his favorite memories from high school are definitely the track meets. He loves the people and

running with friends. He also liked the snacks they’d eat and all the games they’d play.running with friends. He also liked the snacks they’d eat and all the games they’d play.

For fun Preston likes to go cliff jumping, skiing, and hanging out with friends. He also enjoys going on drivesFor fun Preston likes to go cliff jumping, skiing, and hanging out with friends. He also enjoys going on drives

and adding things to his car.and adding things to his car.

If he could go back in time and talk to himself as a freshman, he would tell himself to surround himself withIf he could go back in time and talk to himself as a freshman, he would tell himself to surround himself with

people who will help him to achieve his goals. He would tell himself to start getting involved as soon aspeople who will help him to achieve his goals. He would tell himself to start getting involved as soon as

possible, because that is where you will meet your best friends and make the best memories.possible, because that is where you will meet your best friends and make the best memories.

When Preston graduates from Mingus at the end of this school year, he plans

to attend an out of state 4-year university to get a master’s in civil engineering. 

He hopes to be freshly out of college and working a higher position in a job due 

to participating in internships during college within the next 5 years.

During his time at Mingus, he has participated in many clubs. This year he started 

a brand-new Engineering Club! He is an Interact Assistant governor for the state of 

Arizona and the treasurer of the Mingus Club. He is also a part of Link Crew and National Honors Society. In

the spring he runs long distance for the track team.

Preston says his favorite memories from high school are definitely the track meets. He loves the people and

running with friends. He also liked the snacks they’d eat and all the games they’d play.

For fun Preston likes to go cliff jumping, skiing, and hanging out with friends. He also enjoys going on drives

and adding things to his car.

If he could go back in time and talk to himself as a freshman, he would tell himself to surround himself with

people who will help him to achieve his goals. He would tell himself to start getting involved as soon as

possible, because that is where you will meet your best friends and make the best memories.

https://www.mingusunion.com/
https://www.instagram.com/mingus.marauders/
https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/
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MARAUDER of  the MONTHMARAUDER of  the MONTHMARAUDER of  the MONTH
TEACHERS AND COACHES ARE ASKED TO NOMINATE STUDENTS IN ALL ACADEMICS AND ATHLETICS

DEPARTMENTS. THESE STUDENTS ARE THEN VOTED ON AMONGST THOSE TEACHERS & COACHES TO CHOOSE
FINALISTS TO RECOGNIZE EACH MONTH. THESE STUDENTS ARE HIGHLIGHTED IN OUR NEWSLETTER AND INVITED

TO RECEIVE RECOGNITION IN FRONT OF OUR COMMUNITY AT THE FOLLOWING MONTH’S BOARD MEETING. 

TEACHERS AND COACHES ARE ASKED TO NOMINATE STUDENTS IN ALL ACADEMICS AND ATHLETICS
DEPARTMENTS. THESE STUDENTS ARE THEN VOTED ON AMONGST THOSE TEACHERS & COACHES TO CHOOSE

FINALISTS TO RECOGNIZE EACH MONTH. THESE STUDENTS ARE HIGHLIGHTED IN OUR NEWSLETTER AND INVITED
TO RECEIVE RECOGNITION IN FRONT OF OUR COMMUNITY AT THE FOLLOWING MONTH’S BOARD MEETING. 
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MARAUDER of  the MONTHMARAUDER of  the MONTHMARAUDER of  the MONTH

COMINGCOMINGCOMING
SOONSOONSOONour sports season has justour sports season has just

kicked off...stay tuned!kicked off...stay tuned!
our sports season has just

kicked off...stay tuned!



use the QR code
       here
or visit GOFAN.CO 

and search for
Mingus Union
High School 
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   Al l  current athletic events, team schedules and coaching information are posted
to the athletics page for quick viewing. You can also subscribe to the calendar

and receive dai ly emails by scanning the QR code below, then subscribe  
by cl icking the RSS l ink (  ) in the top r ight corner.

*Schedules are subject to change, so check often or cal l  the athletic department for more info!

 BUY YOUR EVENT TICKTS AT               .CO 

Winter
WinterSports Athletes:

Sports Athletes:
Please get
Please get

your registration

your registration
information to

information to
the athletic office

the athletic office
by October
by October

WinterSports Athletes:
Please get

your registration
information to

the athletic office
by October

ADULTS: $6.00
CHILDREN (Ages 7-12): $4.00
CHILDREN (6 & under): FREE
MINGUS STUDENTS W/ID: $4.00
SENIORS  (Ages 55+)  & VETERANS: $4.00

*GoFan collects a service fee ($1/ticket) to support & grow a platform for
schools. This covers the cost of the technology & credit card processing.

Above prices include this fee.

$$ TICKET PRICES $$

COME OUT TO OUR SPORTING EVENTSCOME OUT TO OUR SPORTING EVENTS  
& SHOW YOUR MARAUDER PRIDE!& SHOW YOUR MARAUDER PRIDE!

COME OUT TO OUR SPORTING EVENTSCOME OUT TO OUR SPORTING EVENTS   
& SHOW YOUR MARAUDER PRIDE!&  SHOW YOUR MARAUDER PRIDE!

FALL SPORTS
Football

Girls Flag Football
Cheer

Cross Country
Volleyball
Boys Golf
Girls Golf

Swim
* UNIFIED  Swim

* UNIFIED Flag Football
* UNIFIED Volleyball

GO BIG
GO BIG

RED!!RED!!GO BIG
GO BIG

RED!!
RED!!

Sports Registration for 2026-27 is now available!
Stop by the front office to pick up your athletic packet or visit

 https://www.mingusunion.com                        
and click on “Athletics”  for more info                       
You must be cleared by the Athletic Dept in order to participate in sports.                                      

Contact the Front Office for more information                                   

          Athletics Program - Mingus Union High School District

                              
The following steps need to be submitted:

1.Family ID online registration needs to be created and/or renewed for the 2026/2027 school year. 
2.Concussion course and Opioid course needs to be completed through the AIA online academy
3.All athletes need to turn in their 2026/2027 AIA sports physical evaluation form completed and signed.
4.Visit our website www.mingusunion.com/athletics for all your registration needs

*NO ENTRY CHARGE FOR OUR UNIFIED SPORTS EVENTS*
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                                               Construction Program – Travis Black, Instructor
                                                                                                 This past June, students from the Verde Valley represented VACTE Construction and SkillsUSA            

                                                                                              Arizona at the 2026 SkillsUSA National Leadership & Skills Conference (NLSC) in Atlanta, Georgia. 
                                                                                                  The conference brought together thousands of career and technical education students from across 
                                                                                                  the country to showcase their skills, learn from industry professionals, and explore opportunities in         

                                                                                the skilled trades. Six VACTE Construction students took part in the Immersive Experience: 
                                                                                                  Construction, a three-day, hands-on workforce development program designed to allow students to 

                      experience the construction industry before entering the workforce.
                                                                                           Representing the Verde Valley were Bruno Garcia and Sasha Barerra from Sedona Red Rock High 

                                                                                                School; Sawyer Clawson and Sebastian Ochoa from Mingus Union High School; and Kayden Sanchez 
                                                                                               from Mingus Union High School. Ivy Rivero-Diaz from American Heritage Academy also participated 

                                                 and had the honor of giving a speech during the conference's Celebration Dinner.
                                                                                   The students' experience went far beyond the classroom. During the three-day program, they   

                                                                                                participated in authentic, industry-led activities designed to expose them to different aspects of the 
                       construction industry and the career opportunities available to them.

The first day included construction scenario challenges, hands-on training at the Columbus Tech Carpentry Training Trailer, and a tour of State
Farm Arena. Students had the opportunity to apply problem-solving skills while learning directly from professionals working in the industry.

Wednesday provided another opportunity to see construction and careers in action. Students toured Atlanta's Braves stadium, visited an
active construction jobsite at Cobb Galleria, completed a Lowe's store walkthrough, and participated in an employer insights panel. These

experiences allowed students to see the many career pathways available within construction and related industries.
The final day focused on industry-recognized credentials. Students completed NC3 credentialing opportunities, including Snap-on Hand Tool
Identification for hammers, punches, chisels, and screwdrivers, as well as 3M personal protective equipment training covering head, eye, and

face protection. The experience concluded with a Celebration Dinner recognizing the students and their accomplishments

                                              Valley Academy for Career & Technology Education

  National Competitions Report 

Fire Science Program – Sal Unale, Eric Ostler,Fire Science Program – Sal Unale, Eric Ostler,    & Jeremy Doerksen, Instructors& Jeremy Doerksen, Instructors
This year, the VACTE This year, the VACTE Fire Science Program proudly competed at the 2026 SkillsUSAFire Science Program proudly competed at the 2026 SkillsUSA

  National Competition in Atlanta, Georgia. We were fortunate to have two students represent ourNational Competition in Atlanta, Georgia. We were fortunate to have two students represent our  
program and the state of Arizona in two different competitions: James Irwin and Angelina Hillyer.program and the state of Arizona in two different competitions: James Irwin and Angelina Hillyer.

James competed in the Job Interview competition. To prepare for the event, he created a professionalJames competed in the Job Interview competition. To prepare for the event, he created a professional  
portfolio and résumé and participated in multiple interviews. Throughout the competition, James demonstratedportfolio and résumé and participated in multiple interviews. Throughout the competition, James demonstrated
professionalism, strong communication skills, dedication, and his motivation to pursue a career as a firefighter.professionalism, strong communication skills, dedication, and his motivation to pursue a career as a firefighter.

  His hard work and preparation paid off, earning him an outstanding second-place finish at the national level.His hard work and preparation paid off, earning him an outstanding second-place finish at the national level.
Angelina competed in Job Demonstration A. For her competition, she demonstrated her knowledge of the components,Angelina competed in Job Demonstration A. For her competition, she demonstrated her knowledge of the components,
operation, and proper use of a firefighter’s Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA). Her presentation required a strongoperation, and proper use of a firefighter’s Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA). Her presentation required a strong
understanding of the equipment, attention to detail, and the ability to clearly explain and demonstrate its proper use.understanding of the equipment, attention to detail, and the ability to clearly explain and demonstrate its proper use.  
Angelina performed exceptionally well and earned an impressiveAngelina performed exceptionally well and earned an impressive  
eighth-place finish in the nation.eighth-place finish in the nation.
While in Atlanta, James and Angelina also had the opportunity to experienceWhile in Atlanta, James and Angelina also had the opportunity to experience  
several local attractions. They enjoyed visiting Six Flags, the World of Coca-Cola,several local attractions. They enjoyed visiting Six Flags, the World of Coca-Cola,  
and the Georgia Aquarium, making the trip both educational and memorable.and the Georgia Aquarium, making the trip both educational and memorable.
James and Angelina represented the VACTE Fire Science Program and the state ofJames and Angelina represented the VACTE Fire Science Program and the state of  
Arizona with professionalism, dedication, and pride. Their accomplishments at theArizona with professionalism, dedication, and pride. Their accomplishments at the
national competition demonstrate the hard work they have put into theirnational competition demonstrate the hard work they have put into their  
education, training, and preparation.education, training, and preparation.                                                                            
The VACTE Fire Science Program is extremely proud of both studentsThe VACTE Fire Science Program is extremely proud of both students
  and congratulates James Irwin on his second-place finish andand congratulates James Irwin on his second-place finish and
  Angelina Hillyer on her eighth-place finish at the 2026 SkillsUSAAngelina Hillyer on her eighth-place finish at the 2026 SkillsUSA  
National Competition. Their success is a great example of whatNational Competition. Their success is a great example of what  
can be accomplished through hard work, commitment, and dedication.can be accomplished through hard work, commitment, and dedication.

Fire Science Program – Sal Unale, Eric Ostler,  & Jeremy Doerksen, Instructors
This year, the VACTE Fire Science Program proudly competed at the 2026 SkillsUSA

 National Competition in Atlanta, Georgia. We were fortunate to have two students represent our 
program and the state of Arizona in two different competitions: James Irwin and Angelina Hillyer.

James competed in the Job Interview competition. To prepare for the event, he created a professional 
portfolio and résumé and participated in multiple interviews. Throughout the competition, James demonstrated
professionalism, strong communication skills, dedication, and his motivation to pursue a career as a firefighter.

 His hard work and preparation paid off, earning him an outstanding second-place finish at the national level.
Angelina competed in Job Demonstration A. For her competition, she demonstrated her knowledge of the components,
operation, and proper use of a firefighter’s Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA). Her presentation required a strong
understanding of the equipment, attention to detail, and the ability to clearly explain and demonstrate its proper use. 
Angelina performed exceptionally well and earned an impressive 
eighth-place finish in the nation.
While in Atlanta, James and Angelina also had the opportunity to experience 
several local attractions. They enjoyed visiting Six Flags, the World of Coca-Cola, 
and the Georgia Aquarium, making the trip both educational and memorable.
James and Angelina represented the VACTE Fire Science Program and the state of 
Arizona with professionalism, dedication, and pride. Their accomplishments at the
national competition demonstrate the hard work they have put into their 
education, training, and preparation.                                      
The VACTE Fire Science Program is extremely proud of both students
 and congratulates James Irwin on his second-place finish and
 Angelina Hillyer on her eighth-place finish at the 2026 SkillsUSA 
National Competition. Their success is a great example of what 
can be accomplished through hard work, commitment, and dedication.

https://www.mingusunion.com/
https://www.instagram.com/mingus.marauders/
https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/


We are so proud of all of our VACTE
instructors and students!

We look forward to seeing what amazing
accomplishments lie ahead for our ‘26-’27 school year!
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                                             Valley Academy for Career & Technology Education

  National Competitions Report 
Teacher Training Program – Genna Adams, InstructorTeacher Training Program – Genna Adams, Instructor

JeJessica Carrillo was representing VACTE at the National FCCLA Competitionssica Carrillo was representing VACTE at the National FCCLA Competition  
in Washington, D.C., this past summer. She had won at the state level,in Washington, D.C., this past summer. She had won at the state level,  

securing a place at Nationals. She competed in the Teach or Train event, whichsecuring a place at Nationals. She competed in the Teach or Train event, which
was highly competitive, with students from across the United States who hadwas highly competitive, with students from across the United States who had  

won first or second place in their home state. With confidence andwon first or second place in their home state. With confidence and  
perseverance, she prepared and practiced to be successful, winning aperseverance, she prepared and practiced to be successful, winning a  

silver medal. Jessica spent well over 50 hours of out-of-class time meetingsilver medal. Jessica spent well over 50 hours of out-of-class time meeting  
the objectives of a hardcopy portfolio and delivering a ten-minute speech tothe objectives of a hardcopy portfolio and delivering a ten-minute speech to  

three National judges. There were several components to her project, and shethree National judges. There were several components to her project, and she  
met each part with determination and the mindset to win. Her scores weremet each part with determination and the mindset to win. Her scores were
exceptional, and she was the first student in the Teacher Training Programexceptional, and she was the first student in the Teacher Training Program

to win at state and earn a silver medal at Nationals.to win at state and earn a silver medal at Nationals.

Teacher Training Program – Genna Adams, Instructor
Jessica Carrillo was representing VACTE at the National FCCLA Competition 

in Washington, D.C., this past summer. She had won at the state level, 
securing a place at Nationals. She competed in the Teach or Train event, which
was highly competitive, with students from across the United States who had 

won first or second place in their home state. With confidence and 
perseverance, she prepared and practiced to be successful, winning a 

silver medal. Jessica spent well over 50 hours of out-of-class time meeting 
the objectives of a hardcopy portfolio and delivering a ten-minute speech to 

three National judges. There were several components to her project, and she 
met each part with determination and the mindset to win. Her scores were
exceptional, and she was the first student in the Teacher Training Program

to win at state and earn a silver medal at Nationals.

Certified Nurses Assistant – Sabrina Conway, Instructor
The VACTE Nursing Services chapter proudly represented our school at the

International Leadership Conference, showcasing excellence in leadership, service,
and healthcare education. Among the conference highlights, Krystal earned a 

place in the Top 10 of the Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) Competition,
demonstrating exceptional clinical knowledge, technical skills, and professionalism

while competing against some of the best students from across the nation.
In addition to individual success, the VACTE Nursing Services chapter received

recognition for its outstanding commitment to community service, earning an award
for contributing more than 500 service hours and/or over $500 in support of HOSA's

Community Service Partner, the National Marrow Donor Program (NMDP). 
This achievement reflects the chapter's dedication to making a meaningful impact

both locally and nationally through service and advocacy.
The chapter was also honored with the Vitalant Bronze Award for its blood 

donation efforts throughout the year. Through three successful blood drives, VACTE
Nursing Services collected 78 units of blood, helping provide lifesaving resources to

patients in need and supporting the mission of community health and wellness.
These accomplishments highlight the dedication, hard work, and compassionate
spirit of VACTE Nursing Services students, who continue to excel in leadership,

healthcare education, and community service. Congratulations to Krystal and all
chapter members for representing VACTE with distinction on the international stage.

https://www.mingusunion.com/Community_Calendar
https://www.mingusunion.com/Home
https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/
https://www.mingusunion.com/
https://www.instagram.com/mingus.marauders/
https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/
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There's no doubt that our Verde Val ley community knows 
how to come together to support those who l ive here! 
This page wil l  l ist some of those amazing Community 

Resources and let you know some of the events 
and happenings they have planned this month.

 

Community ResourcesCommunity ResourcesCommunity Resources

Check the Manzanita Outreach Facebook
page for updates on their food share 

dates and what items could be available.
Our mission is to share

the abundance of
resources within our

communities with
dignity and joy.

406 S 6th Street,
Cottonwood

manzanitaoutreach.org

https://www.mingusunion.com/
https://www.instagram.com/mingus.marauders/
https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/

	Every Student Celebrated | Every Student Prepared
	Hello Marauder Families!
	The 2026-27 school year has arrived! It is so great to have all our
	Marauders back in classrooms, on stage, on the fields, and on the courts.
	Class of 2030, welcome to the family! Class of 2027, this is your year! Go Marauders!
	September Dates to Remember
	David D. Beery

	Principal
	Mingus Union High School
	Campus Events & Resources
	SEPTEMBER  3RD  @ 6PM


	MUHS
	BOARD
	MUHS
	COMMUNITY CALENDAR
	MINGUS UNION HIGH SCHOOL

	SITE COUNCIL

	Mingus Union High School
	Nutrition Departmant
	Scan the QR code to see
	our monthly menu and learn more about our cafeteria.

	GET CONNECTED with PowerSchool
	Use the PowerSchool Mobile App for quick access to grades and attendance!  PARENTS: For more functionality, such as paying fees or reporting absences through the portal, log in online. Here’s what to do once you’re logged in:
	website
	PowerSchool is available online and in mobile apps!
	District Code:

	FQCF

	formal wear for
	ALL high school
	students!
	Thursday, September 17 (12-5pm)
	Friday, September 18 (12-5pm)
	Saturday, September 19 (11a-2p)
	Mingus Union High School
	Enter West Parking Lot on Camino Real
	Mingus Wrestling Room
	Dresses in a variety
	of sizes and colors
	Menswear: Suits and
	Jackets, Slacks,
	Vests, Cummerbunds,
	Bow Ties & Neckties
	Jewelry & Accessories
	Dress Shoes



	scoop
	Meet Our Security Team!
	Officer Strickland
	Azelin Zangrilli
	David Morehouse

	Brian Lally
	Pete Bailey
	MUHS Security Team is dedicated to promoting a proactive
	safety culture. Thanks to this team for all you do. With you all,
	we feel safe and secure and have the best learning environment!




	ACT brag board
	Look at our progress!
	As MUHS stays focused on academic achievement, our proficiency scores are on the rise
	These graphs show our three-year progress from Fiscal Year 2024-2026 on the ACT Assessment
	We will continue to focus on   student mastery of the standards and preparing our students for       life after high school
	We are proud of the gains made and will continue to strive for excellence


	MUHS A.T.O.R.T.
	is thrilled to be voted 2026
	“Best of the Best” for Live Theatre
	Thank you for your patronage!
	We have a blast putting shows on for the
	valley and hope to see you this year at:

	Get your tickets at:
	atort.ludus.com!
	FOR INFO ABOUT MORE OF OUR MUHS CLUBS

	MUHS

	clubs
	MUHS

	clubs
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	featured on:

	SENIOR SPOTLIGHT
	Preston Hepner
	During his time at Mingus, he has participated in many clubs. This year he started
	a brand-new Engineering Club! He is an Interact Assistant governor for the state of
	Arizona and the treasurer of the Mingus Club. He is also a part of Link Crew and National Honors Society. In the spring he runs long distance for the track team.
	Preston says his favorite memories from high school are definitely the track meets. He loves the people and running with friends. He also liked the snacks they’d eat and all the games they’d play.
	For fun Preston likes to go cliff jumping, skiing, and hanging out with friends. He also enjoys going on drives and adding things to his car.
	If he could go back in time and talk to himself as a freshman, he would tell himself to surround himself with people who will help him to achieve his goals. He would tell himself to start getting involved as soon as possible, because that is where you will meet your best friends and make the best memories.


	STAFF SPOTLIGHT
	Heather Robertson
	Equipment and Facilities Technician
	She says that her favorite part of her job is getting to deliver packages and
	watch people get excited. It's like being an elf all year.
	If a student was struggling with motivation, she would remind them that they
	determine what they are capable of, and to not sell themselves short and
	definitely don't let someone else.
	Both of Heather’s parents were Marines so she moved a lot in her youth. She has 5 kids that are between the ages of 30 and 23 with her husband Matt, and they are excited to be grandparents to their awesome grandson that is 1.5 years old. Heather also worked in healthcare for 20 years, running the back office of family health practices before coming to the school for a change of pace. She loves animals, cooking, tattoos and traveling.
	When she has free time, she loves to travel with her husband to other countries, and she also loves to cook! When they aren't traveling, they are usually found on the couch with the dogs planning their next adventure or hosting huge family dinners trying new foods.
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	MARAUDER of the MONTH
	TEACHERS AND COACHES ARE ASKED TO NOMINATE STUDENTS IN ALL ACADEMICS AND ATHLETICS DEPARTMENTS. THESE STUDENTS ARE THEN VOTED ON AMONGST THOSE TEACHERS & COACHES TO CHOOSE FINALISTS TO RECOGNIZE EACH MONTH. THESE STUDENTS ARE HIGHLIGHTED IN OUR NEWSLETTER AND INVITED TO RECEIVE RECOGNITION IN FRONT OF OUR COMMUNITY AT THE FOLLOWING MONTH’S BOARD MEETING.
	Matthew Olivares Pineda
	English & Literature

	Matthew Eye
	Foreign Language

	Dezi Saucedo
	Mathematics

	Leah Chandler
	Science

	Ashlynn Cooper
	Physical Education

	Reevyn Rogers
	Social Studies
	MARAUDER of the MONTH
	Jayden Bolton
	LuLu Nelson
	Kaitlyn Lee




	COMING

	SOON
	our sports season has just kicked off...stay tuned!
	Athletics Program - Mingus Union High School District
	$$ TICKET PRICES $$
	*NO ENTRY CHARGE FOR OUR UNIFIED SPORTS EVENTS*


	Sports Registration for 2026-27 is now available!
	https://www.mingusunion.com
	and click on “Athletics”  for more info
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	Valley Academy for Career & Technology Education
	National Competitions Report
	Construction Program – Travis Black, Instructor
	Fire Science Program – Sal Unale, Eric Ostler,  & Jeremy Doerksen, Instructors
	Valley Academy for Career & Technology Education

	National Competitions Report
	Teacher Training Program – Genna Adams, Instructor
	Certified Nurses Assistant – Sabrina Conway, Instructor


	We are so proud of all of our VACTE instructors and students!
	We look forward to seeing what amazing accomplishments lie ahead for our ‘26-’27 school year!

	Our mission is to share the abundance of resources within our communities with dignity and joy.


