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The Wheel
● When students pick their courses, they choose between the arts 

electives or the wheel.

● The arts electives are either semester or year long courses that 
provide students with opportunities to explore aspects of the visual 
arts or performing arts.

● The wheel provides students with the ability to explore quarter long 
classes in multiple career areas through hands-on, real-life experiences. 
 

● The purpose of the wheel is to allow students receive experiences in a 
variety of areas, so students are able to choose courses and a 
pathway in high school that aligns with their future goals.



6th Grade Wheel

● Middle School Foundations : This course is designed to support students 
to transition from the elementary schools to Harlem Middle School with a 
focus on growth, academic success, organizational skills, and social 
development.

● Intro to STEM :  This course serves provide students with experiences 
linked to careers in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics.

● Intro to Multicultural Art :  This course exposes students to a variety of 
mediums and helps to develop critical thinking and visual literacy skills 
through the exploration of multicultural art.

● Intro to Health Sciences :  This course provides students with 
foundational knowledge and skills in health care.  



7th Grade Wheel
● Career Awareness : This course explores future careers and the paths 

students can take to pursue those careers.  Students explore skills and the 
opportunities to plan and prepare for life after graduation.

● Intro to Business :  This course focuses on topics and skills related to 
business, economics, investment, and banking.

● Intro to Family and Consumer Science :  Students explore child 
development, family relationship, nutrition, and additional financial literacy and 
consumer economic principles.

● Intro to Industrial Tech :  Students explore hand tool and power tool safety 
and usage as it applies to general woodworking and basic electricity.  CAD 
Design is introduced in this course as it applies to basic design.



8th Grade Wheel
● In 8th grade, the students in the wheel take a semester of the Employability Skills 

Course and choose between a semester of one of the other two options.

● Employability Skills : This course provides students with the opportunity to 
understand earning credits and planning out courses and pathways available through 
Harlem High School to support our students’ ability to prepare for their future 
after graduation.  Students also explore the importance of being involved in school 
and community, self-assess, and set goals to develop skills to support their future 
goals.

● Intro to Graphic Design :  Students explore digital media technology, copyright laws, 
web technology, and presentation tools.

● Intros to Computer Technology :  Students explore the basics of technology as it 
applies to both software and hardware as it applies to mobile devices, computers, 
and networking.  


