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Last year 20205/2026, we shared that adjustments in adult behaviors (choices, 
actions, decisions) in priority areas would result in better students outcomes.

1B: Knowing & Valuing 
Students (and Staff)

Middle School Model

High School Grading & 
Assessment

Growth measured 
by MCA and 

FastBridge results. 



❖ Heggerty: 4 yrs
❖ UFLI: 3 yrs
❖ LETRS: 2.5 yrs
❖ 2020 MN ELA Standards: 1 yr
❖ Literacy Frameworks: 3 yrs
❖ Functional Phonics & 

Morphology: 2 yrs
❖ Teacher Clarity: 3 yrs
❖ Assessment
❖ Focused  & Collaborative 

Professional Development

Highlight: Elementary Literacy

https://heggerty.org/
https://ufli.education.ufl.edu/foundations/toolbox/
https://www.lexialearning.com/letrs
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/stds/ela/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wl7coSfdCTG6ojMmFWVMl1NfPTul2FPw?usp=sharing
https://carei.umn.edu/literacy-products/functional-phonicsmorphology
https://carei.umn.edu/literacy-products/functional-phonicsmorphology
https://fisherandfrey.com/teacherclarity
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/READ/scr/


STATE ASSESSMENT

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCAs) 

https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/mn/




2026 Reading *MCA IV

Background Information:

● Reading MCA IV assesses 2020 English Language Arts Academic 
Standards implementation at the expected level of instructional rigor for 
grades 3rd-8th, 10th.  

● Spring 2026:  First assessment of new ELA standards; MCA IV Reading; 
thus baseline year for data

● No comparison can be made between 2026 MCA IV Reading scores 
with any prior year as they measure different standards (was 2010 
version; now 2020)

● Duluth’s only comparison this year will be with Minnesota performance 
on average or other MN school districts or schools

● *Data Includes: all student tested in the category and all accountability 
assessments (MCA/MTAS/ALTMCA)



2026 Reading *MCA IV: By Grade & Overall

7 out of 8 
tested 

grades are 
above the 

state 
average in 
Reading

Overall, Duluth outperformed           
MN on the new Reading                  

MCA IV Assessment

*All accountability assessments (MCA/MTAS/ALTMCA)



2026 Reading *MCA IV: By Student & Comparison Groups

*All accountability assessments (MCA/MTAS/ALTMCA)



2026 Reading MCA IV



2026 Reading MCA IV





2026 Math *MCA III

Background Information:

● Math MCA III assesses 2007 MN Math Academic Standards 
implementation at the expected level of instructional rigor for 
grades 3rd-8th, 11th.  

● Spring 2027: Last testing on 2007 MN Math Academic 
Standards

● Spring 2028: First assessment on implementation of the new 
2022 MN Math Academic Standards; Math MCA IV

● For spring 2026 data, comparisons can be made to prior years 
as well as with MN performance on average or other MN school 
districts/schools

● *Data Includes: all student tested in the category and all accountability 
assessments (MCA/MTAS/ALTMCA)



2026 Math *MCA III: By Grade & Overall

Compared 
to MN: 

4th, 5th, 7th, & 
10th grades 

outperformed the 
state on average 

in Math…

Growth:    
2025 to 2026

4th, 8th, & 10th 
grades made 
gains on Math 
MCA III from 
2025 to 2026

*All accountability assessments 
(MCA/MTAS/ALTMCA)



2026 Math *MCA III: Student & Comparison Groups

*All accountability assessments (MCA/MTAS/ALTMCA)



2026 Math MCA III



2026 Math MCA III





2026 Science *MCA IV

Background Information:

● Science MCA IV assesses 2019 MN Science Academic 
Standards for grades 5, 8, and one time in HS (usually 10th 
grade). 

● Spring 2026: Second assessment on the 2019 Science 
Standards.

● For spring 2026 data, comparisons can be made to spring 
2025 results only.  In addition, comparisons can be made to 
MN performance on average or other MN school 
districts/schools

● *Data Includes: all student tested in the category and all 
accountability assessments (MCA/MTAS/ALTMCA)



2026 Science *MCA IV: By Grade & Overall

Growth:    
2025 to 

2026

5th and HS 
made 

gains on 
MCA 

Science 
from 2025 

to 2026

Compared 
to MN: 

Every  grade 
and overall, 

Duluth 
outperforms 
MN state on 
average in 
Science.

*All accountability assessments (MCA/MTAS/ALTMCA)



2026 Science *MCA IV: Student & Comparison Groups

*All accountability assessments (MCA/MTAS/ALTMCA)



2026 Science MCA IV



2026 Science MCA IV





FastBridge: Kindergarten 

Compared to last 5 years, a higher percent of kinders (58.8%) reached expected 
benchmarks in spring 2026 in reading with the highest percentage of growth + 14.5%



FastBridge: 1st Grade 

Fall 2025, more students (39.6%) entered 1st grade reaching benchmark in reading. 
Spring 2026, 10.6% more students met benchmark expectations in reading.



FastBridge: 2nd Grade 

As compared to the last 5 years, a higher percentage of students reached 
expected benchmarks in spring 2026 in both reading (60.7%) and math (67%)
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