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A Hua A Pane, a Practitioner’s Journal for Hawaiian Language Medium 
Education
Strand 8: Native Language Learning in our Schools and Communities

ROOM: 101G

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 1:00 PM-2:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Kanoe Kanakaole 
Ka Haka Ula O Keelikolani, University 
of Hawaii at Hilo

Leisy Wyman 

Keiki Kawaiaea 
 
 
 

 

Attacks on Trust and Treaty Obligations: A Better Equal Protection 
Test for Indian Country
Strand 1: State and Federal Policy in Native Education

ROOM: 108

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 1:00 PM-2:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Katie Klass 

 

 
 
 
 

Beyond the X Axis: Weaving Culture and Heritage into Digital 
Mathematics
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 106B

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 1:00 PM-2:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Stephen Bell 
Guilford County Schools

Josh Mata 
NC State University

 
 
 
 

2026 NIEA Convention

Session A
Thursday, October 8th
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BIE Central Office: Advancing Strategic Priorities and Expanding 
Educational Opportunities
Strand 1: State and Federal Policy in Native Education

ROOM: 106D

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 1:00 PM-2:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Bureau of Indian Education

 

 
 
 
 

Building Sovereign Education Systems: How Tribal Education 
Departments are Leading the Way
Strand 3: Advancing Education Sovereignty for Tribal Nations

ROOM: 101C

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 1:00 PM-2:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Anita Pahsetopah 
Tribal Education Departments 
National Assembly (TEDNA)

Martin Reinhardt 
Northern Michigan University

Dr. Carrie Whitlow 
Dr. Toni Tsatoke Mule 
 
 

I Ka ʻOhana Nō Ke Ola O Ka ʻŌlelo: Within The Family, Our Language Lives
Strand 5: Family and Community Engagement and Partnerships

ROOM: 104

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 1:00 PM-2:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
R. Kamoaʻe Walk 

H Kaʻumealani K Walk 
Kula Kaiapuni Hawaiʻi ʻo Kahuku 
Academy @ KHIS
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Identity, Community, and Purpose: Supporting Indigenous Youth in 
Career Planning
Strand 10: Community, College, and Career Readiness and Success in Native Education

ROOM: 106A

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 1:00 PM-2:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Krista Pitsch 
Kenatize Indian Tribe

Sara Battiest 
Kenaitze Indian Tribe

Shannon Dodge 
Scott Pitsch 
Mike Swanson 
 

Reclaiming Rigor: A Framework for Evaluating Native-Authored 
Children’s and YA Literature
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 103

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 1:00 PM-2:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Elaine Mollindo 
Arizona Department of Education, 
Office of Indian Education

Sophia Begody 
Arizona Department of Education, 
Office of Indian Education

 
 
 
 

Strengthening Voices, Empowering Futures: Communication and Youth 
Leadership in Indian Country
Strand 6: Student Support Systems and Services

ROOM: 106C

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 1:00 PM-2:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Alison Black 
National Congress of American 
Indians

Mary Parker 
National Congress of American 
Indians
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Supporting Student and Staff Well-Being in an AI-Driven World
Strand 4: Whole Child Prevention and Wellness Supports

ROOM: 101D

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 1:00 PM-2:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Tobin Novasio 
Cook Center for Human Connection

Gina Stanley 
Cook Center for Human Connection

 
 
 
 

Teacher Leaders for Native Futures: A National Fellowship Model
Strand 7: Recruiting, Retaining, and Empowering Educators Serving Native Students

ROOM: 101F

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 1:00 PM-2:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Helen Thomas 
National Indian Education Association

Dezi Lynn 
National Indian Education Association

Darold Joseph 
Northern Arizona University 
 
Denyse Herder 
Northern Arizona University

The Shared Experiences of Indigenous Educators: Conversations and 
Connections Across Turtle Island
Strand 2: Advocacy and Systems Change in Native Education

ROOM: 101A

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 1:00 PM-2:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Lindsay Yasinski 
University of British Columbia

Shea Henderson 

Alexis Kent 
Lisa Wergeland 
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Tools for Title VI programs: Accessible Materials for Staff, Partners, 
and Parents
Strand 1: State and Federal Policy in Native Education

ROOM: 101B

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 1:00 PM-2:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Nara Nayar 
American Institutes for Research

 

 
 
 
 

Understanding Autism: Strategies to Improve Participation and 
Engagement
Strand 4: Whole Child Prevention and Wellness Supports

ROOM: 101E

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 1:00 PM-2:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Rebecca Freedman 
FirstDay Learning

Michael Royal 
FirstDay Learning

 
 
 
 

Why Are Indigenous Language & Cultural Reclamation Schools Turning 
to Montessori?
Strand 8: Native Language Learning in our Schools and Communities

ROOM: 101H

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 1:00 PM-2:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Margarita Acosta 
Indigenous Montessori Institute

Gabby Rosetta 
Keres Children’s Learning Center

Melissa Campobasso 
Nitana Greendeer 
Janice Lafloe 
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‘From Vision to Reality: Charter a Native Boys & Girls Club’
Strand 3: Advancing Education Sovereignty for Tribal Nations

ROOM: 101H

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 2:30 PM-3:45 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Carla Knapp 
Boys & Girls Clubs of America-Native 
Service

 

 
 
 
 

Senior Leader Town Hall
Strand 1: State and Federal Policy in Native Education

ROOM: 106D

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 2:30 PM-3:45 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Bureau of Indian Education 

 

 
 
 
 

California Indian Educational Leader Pathway: A Transformative 
Indigenized Professional Learning
Strand 3: Advancing Education Sovereignty for Tribal Nations

ROOM: 101B

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 2:30 PM-3:45 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Staci Block 
San Diego County Office of Education 
and CA Indian Education for All

Nicole Lim 
California Indian Museum and 
Cultural Center

 
 
 
 

2026 NIEA Convention

Session B
Thursday, October 8th
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Engaging Indigenous Critical Literacies in K-12 Schools
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 104

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 2:30 PM-3:45 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Natalie Martinez 
New Mexico State University

 

 
 
 
 

From Classroom to Capitol: Youth & Educator Leadership in Action
Strand 2: Advocacy and Systems Change in Native Education

ROOM: 101A

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 2:30 PM-3:45 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Paul Barnhardt 
SDEEC (South Dakota Education Equity 
Coalition)

Derrick Marks 

 
 
 
 

From Vision to Action: Community-Driven Native Language 
Revitalization Across Generations
Strand 8: Native Language Learning in our Schools and Communities

ROOM: 101D

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 2:30 PM-3:45 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Kananinohea (Kanani) 
Mākaʻimoku 
University of Hawai’i at Hilo Ka Haka 
Ula O Keelikolani College of Hawaiian 
Language

Leslie Harper 
Aanikoobijigeng National Native 
American Language Resource Center
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Indigenous Data Sovereignty and Governance for K-20 Education
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 103

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 2:30 PM-3:45 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Angela Marquez 
Ha:ṣañ Preparatory & Leadership 
School

 

 
 
 
 

Land & Water Stewardship: Around the Fireplace Teachings for 
Educational Sovereignty
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 101G

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 2:30 PM-3:45 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Dana Wilcox-Frago 
University of Arizona

IngriQue Salt 

Nicole Cepai 
Christelle Castiano 
Kristy Pavatea 
 

Leveraging Underutilized Title III Funds to Support American Indian/
Alaskan Native literacy
Strand 6: Student Support Systems and Services

ROOM: 101E

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 2:30 PM-3:45 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Kayla Guyett 
Puyallup School District
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Making Indigenous Education Visible: The Riverside County Indigenous 
Visibility Index
Strand 2: Advocacy and Systems Change in Native Education

ROOM: 108

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 2:30 PM-3:45 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Jackie Cope 
RavenRabbit LLC

 

 
 
 
 

PRESIDENTIAL SESSION - NIEA Sponsored Professional Development: 
Solutions for Changing Workplace Environments.
Strand 2: Advocacy and Systems Change in Native Education

ROOM: 106A

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 2:30 PM-3:45 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Carmelita Lamb 
University of Mary

Helen Thomas 
National Indian Education Association

 
 
 
 

Revitalizing Language, Supporting Readers: Developing Culturally 
Relevant Literacy Screeners
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 106B

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 2:30 PM-3:45 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Katherine Wright 
University of Oregon

Naakil.aan Hans Chester 
Juneau School District, Sealaska 
Heritage Institute

Joel Isaak 
Tenna Pili 
Sally Sampson 
Jennifer Williams 
Gina Biancarosa
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The Power of Play: Education Energized
Strand 4: Whole Child Prevention and Wellness Supports

ROOM: 106C

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 2:30 PM-3:45 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Daniel Speciale 
Playworks

Robin Grossman 
Playworks

 
 
 
 

Weaving Change: Implementing Native American Studies Through Land, 
Language, and Leadership
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 101C

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 2:30 PM-3:45 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Maggie Peters 
Humboldt County Office of Education

 

 
 
 
 

WTF (Why the Face): The Insider’s Guide to Title VI
Strand 1: State and Federal Policy in Native Education

ROOM: 101F

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 2:30 PM-3:45 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Johanna Jones 
American Institutes for Research

Nara Nayar 
American Institutes for Research
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Advancing Indigenous Imagination: STEM
Strand 10: Community, College, and Career Readiness and Success in Native Education

ROOM: 109

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 4:00 PM-5:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Tesia Zientek 
AISES

Terry Chavis 
AISES

 
 
 
 

AI in Tribal Education: Building Confidence and Sovereignty
Strand 3: Advancing Education Sovereignty for Tribal Nations

ROOM: 101C

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 4:00 PM-5:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Brooke Curleyhair 
Arizona State University

 

 
 
 
 

Understanding BIE: Operations, Funding, and Support for Tribal 
Education
Strand 1: State and Federal Policy in Native Education

ROOM: 106D

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 4:00 PM-5:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Bureau of Indian Education 

 

 
 
 
 

2026 NIEA Convention

Session C
Thursday, October 8th
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Connection Before Correction: Co-Regulation and Culturally 
Responsive Support for Trauma-Impacted Students
Strand 4: Whole Child Prevention and Wellness Supports

ROOM: 106B

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 4:00 PM-5:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Giselle Lundy-Ponce 
American Federation of Teachers

Dana Bremner 

 
 
 
 

Exploring Why Indigenous Literatures Matter: Reading The Word and 
the Worlds of Indigeneity
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 101B

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 4:00 PM-5:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Joaquin Munoz 
The University of British Columbia

Dezi Lynn 
National Indian Education Association

Odia Wood-Krueger 
Tara Hawks 
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From Classroom to Community: Indigenous Internship Pathways
Strand 10: Community, College, and Career Readiness and Success in Native Education

ROOM: 108

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 4:00 PM-5:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Nichole Lumadue 
University of WY

 

 
 
 
 

From Gaps to Strength: Rebuilding Nevada’s Native Curriculum 
Together
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 101E

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 4:00 PM-5:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Fredina Drye-Romero 
Nevada Department of Education

Brenda Beyal 

Karen Shaw 
Lorna Loy 
 
 

Indigenous Math in Action: Place-based and Community-developed
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 106A

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 4:00 PM-5:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Danny Luecke 
Turtle Mountain College
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Kaikuaana Kaikaina: Growing Indigenous Leaders
Strand 2: Advocacy and Systems Change in Native Education

ROOM: 106C

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 4:00 PM-5:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Waianuhea Walk 

Ka’ano’i Walk 

 
 
 
 

Leveraging Evidence-Based Literacy to Support Tribal Languages and 
Cultures
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 104

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 4:00 PM-5:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Jean Harvey 
TNTP

 

 
 
 
 

Native Language Expert Panel Discussion
Strand 8: Native Language Learning in our Schools and Communities

ROOM: 101G

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 4:00 PM-5:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Niiyo Gonzalez 
National Indian Education Association
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Preparing Teachers for Sovereignty-Centered Education: Implementing 
JMlSTI curriculum
Strand 7: Recruiting, Retaining, and Empowering Educators Serving Native Students

ROOM: 103

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 4:00 PM-5:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Rebecca Purser 
Legacy Rooted Consulting LLC

 

 
 
 
 

Stronger Systems, Stronger Nations: BIE Leading Capacity and 
Collaboration
Strand 2: Advocacy and Systems Change in Native Education

ROOM: 101A

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 4:00 PM-5:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Juanita Mendoza 
Bureau of Indian Education

April Kateria Chavez 
WestEd

Rob Salley 
 
 
 

Tribal Communities Programs: Building Capacity, Advancing 
Prevention, Wellness, and Sustainability
Strand 4: Whole Child Prevention and Wellness Supports

ROOM: 101D

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 4:00 PM-5:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Theresa Plata 
National Indian Education Association
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“It Takes an Earth Lodge Village: Reconciling Early Learning Growth”
Strand 10: Community, College, and Career Readiness and Success in Native Education

ROOM: 101H

DATE: 10/8/2026    TIME: 4:00 PM-5:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Constance E King Gottschall 
Nueta Hidatsa Sahnish College

Faith Hale 
Nueta Hidatsa Sahnish College (NHSC)
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Dak ̇ota Wiyawapi Kiŋ Ohna Wauŋspepi: Learning Through Dakota Moon Cycles
Strand 8: Native Language Learning in our Schools and Communities

ROOM: 106B

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 8:00 AM-9:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Will Crawford 
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux 
Community

 

 
 
 
 

Driving Your Own Professional Learning Programs!
Strand 7: Recruiting, Retaining, and Empowering Educators Serving Native Students

ROOM: 109

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 8:00 AM-9:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Sarah Elwell 
American Federation of Teachers

 

 
 
 
 

Empowering Mathematics Education Research at Tribal Colleges and 
Universities
Strand 2: Advocacy and Systems Change in Native Education

ROOM: 101H

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 8:00 AM-9:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Belin Tsinnajinnie 
WestEd

David Sanders 
American Indian College Fund

Danny Luecke 
Heather Bleecker 
Jeffrey Jones 
Karen Colbert 

2026 NIEA Convention

Session D
Friday, October 9th
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Indigenous Home Visitor Competencies: Strengthening Support to 
Families with Children 0-5 (Research Symposium Presentation)
Strand 7: Recruiting, Retaining, and Empowering Educators Serving Native Students

ROOM: 101C

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 8:00 AM-8:30 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Kamalei Brandon 
Hummingbird Indigenous Family 
Services

Tess Abrahamson-Richards 

Koa Beck 
 
 
 

Indigenous Ways, Artistic Ways: Amplifying Native Voices in Learning 
Spaces
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 106C

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 8:00 AM-9:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Brenda Beyal 
BYU Arts Partnership

Emily Soderborg 

 
 
 
 

KU TEDNA Capacity Building Project
Strand 10: Community, College, and Career Readiness and Success in Native Education

ROOM: 106A

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 8:00 AM-9:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Melissa Peterson 
University of Kansas

Joni Hall 
University of Kansas

Sam Morseau 
Quinton Roman Nose 
Kenneth St. Pierre 
 

Not Just Another Language: High-Leverage Teaching in Indigenous 
Revitalization (Research Symposium Presentation)
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 101C

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 8:45 AM-9:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Kristin Davin 
University of North Carolina at 
Charlotte

Hartwell Francis 
Kituwah Preservation and Education 
Program, Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians

Joan Lachance 
Alex Dornburg 
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Manifestation of Tribal Consultation-A Longitudinal Study of Navajo 
Student Academic Accountability.
Strand 3: Advancing Education Sovereignty for Tribal Nations

ROOM: 101E

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 8:00 AM-9:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Roy Tracy 
Department of Dine Education, 
Navajo Nation

Matthew Tso 

Suzette Haskie-Oberly 
Shayla Yellowhair 
 
 

Rethinking Native Representation in Early Literacy Classrooms with 
Native-Authored Picture Books (Research Symposium Presentation)
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 101B

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 8:00 AM-8:30 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Sally Brown 
Georgia Southern University

 

 
 
 
 

Rooted and Reaching: How Syracuse University’s Native Student 
Program Centers Indigenous Identity
Strand 6: Student Support Systems and Services

ROOM: 108

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 8:00 AM-9:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Darrin White 
Syracuse University

 

 
 
 
 

Indian Boarding Schools and Healing from Intergenerational 
Historical Trauma (Research Symposium Presentation)
Strand 4: Whole Child Prevention and Wellness Supports

ROOM: 101B

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 8:45 AM-9:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Hannah Kivalahula-Uddin 
California State University San 
Bernardino
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Step Into Our Stories: A Learning Bundle for Educators
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 101F

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 8:00 AM-9:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Melissa Isaac 
Michigan Department of Education-
Indigenous Education Initiative

Jennifer Huisken-LaPointe 
Michigan Department of Education-
Indigenous Education Initiative

Jordan Shananaquet 
Nate Beelen 
Nathan Isaac 
Lynn Lapointe 

Strength in Community - Becoming Effective Together
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 104

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 8:00 AM-9:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Jon Lansa 
Sun Clan Consulting

 

 
 
 
 

Strengthening Tribal Literacy Through Community, Leadership, and 
Coherence
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 101G

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 8:00 AM-9:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Kristin Algier Bays 
TNTP

Jean Harvey 
TNTP

 
 
 
 

Teacher Leadership Without the Title: Growing Influence in the 
Classroom and Community
Strand 7: Recruiting, Retaining, and Empowering Educators Serving Native Students

ROOM: 106D

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 8:00 AM-9:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Frances Hunt 
UNC-Pembroke

Brenda Dial-Deese 
Old Main STREAM Academy
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The Rise of Indigenous Sport: Learning Through Traditional Games
Strand 4: Whole Child Prevention and Wellness Supports

ROOM: 103

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 8:00 AM-9:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Kyle Ḵaayák’w Worl 
Central Council of the Tlingit and 
Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska

 

 
 
 
 

The Seven Teachings as a Values-Based Philosophy of Education 
(Research Symposium Presentation)
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 101A

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 8:00 AM-8:30 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Caitlin Johnson 
Minnesota State University-Moorhead

 

 
 
 
 

The Boundaries of Critical Policy Analysis in Colonial Policy Worlds 
(Research Symposium Presentation)
Strand 1: State and Federal Policy in Native Education

ROOM: 101A

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 8:45 AM-9:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Nathan Tanner 
University of Nevada, Reno

Carrie F. Whitlow 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Department 
of Education

David Osworth 
University of North Carolina, 
Greensboro 
 
 

Rooted in Community: Wellness and Policy Intervention in Tribal 
Schools (Research Symposium Presentation)
Strand 2: Advocacy and Systems Change in Native Education

ROOM: 101D

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 8:45 AM-9:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Regina Eddie 
Northern Arizona University

Velia Nuño 
University of Arizona
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Mo’olelo of Indigenous Practices in Hawaiian-Focused Charter Schools 
supporting Trans* Youth of Color (Poster Session)
Strand 6: Student Support Systems and Services

ROOM: Lobby

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 9:00 AM-11:00 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Françoise Bell 
Hawai’i Department of Education and 
University of Wisconsin-Madison

 

 
 
 
 

‘Who Defines Literacy? Indigenous-Black Epistemologies and 
Framework Development’ (Poster Session)
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: Lobby

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 9:00 AM-11:00 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Hailey Robinson 
University of North Texas

 

 
 
 
 

Indigenous Class- A Native Led Career Pathways Curriculum (Poster 
Session)
Strand 10: Community, College, and Career Readiness and Success in Native Education

ROOM: Lobby

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 9:00 AM-11:00 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Caleb McDaniel 
Indigenous Class

Jill Shero 
Indigenous Class

 
 
 
 

2026 NIEA Convention

Poster Sessions
Friday, October 9th
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Unlocking Language: Game-Based and Inquiry-Driven Approaches to 
Indigenous Language Learning (Poster Session)
Strand 8: Native Language Learning in our Schools and Communities

ROOM: Lobby

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 9:00 AM-11:00 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Sarajane Gomlak-Green 
University at Buffalo

Asia Hill 
Native American Community Services

 
 
 
 

Unsettling Preservice Teachers:  Iⁿ-zhuje-waxobe and the 
Transformational Indigenous Praxis Model (Poster Session)
Strand 7: Recruiting, Retaining, and Empowering Educators Serving Native Students

ROOM: Lobby

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 9:00 AM-11:00 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Carolyn Carlson 
Washburn University

 

 
 
 
 

Using participatory and Indigenous research approaches to inform 
tribally-based educational supports (Poster Session)
Strand 2: Advocacy and Systems Change in Native Education

ROOM: Lobby

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 9:00 AM-11:00 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Christopher Mansayon 
Western Oregon University

 

 
 
 
 

Youth Perspectives on Family and Community Influences on Substance 
Use (Poster Session)
Strand 2: Advocacy and Systems Change in Native Education

ROOM: Lobby

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 9:00 AM-11:00 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Jonelle Battise 
Alabama-Coushatta Education 
Department
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‘This is their home’: Teachers and Indigenous Curriculum in Manahatta 
(Research Symposium Presentation)
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 101C

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 9:30 AM-10:00 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Rachel Talbert 
Teaches College

Curtis Zunigha 
Lenape Center, Manhattan NYC

 
 
 
 

Building Indigenous Leadership Pipelines Through Reciprocal 
Mentorship and Community Strength
Strand 7: Recruiting, Retaining, and Empowering Educators Serving Native Students

ROOM: 101H

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 9:30 AM-10:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Camille Goins 
University of North Carolina at 
Pembroke

Jeremiah Moore 
Laurel Hill Elementary

 
 
 
 

2026 NIEA Convention

Session E
Friday, October 9th

Future Leaders of Indigenization: Visions and Reflections of Academic 
Leaders (Research Symposium Presentation)
Strand 3: Advancing Education Sovereignty for Tribal Nations

ROOM: 101C

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 10:15 AM-10:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Jarita Greyeyes 
McMaster University

Laura Lawson 
McMaster University

Alexis Hachey-Brown 
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Educating for the Future: Centering Indigenous Sovereignty in Kansas 
Classrooms.
Strand 3: Advancing Education Sovereignty for Tribal Nations

ROOM: 101F

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 9:30 AM-10:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Melissa Peterson 
University of Kansas

Yale Taylor 
Kansas State Department of 
Education and Topeka Public Schools

Kenneth St. Pierre 
Raphael Wahwassuck 
 
 

Finding Your Path: Mapping your Native Language Program to Fluency
Strand 8: Native Language Learning in our Schools and Communities

ROOM: 106A

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 9:30 AM-10:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Tasha Hauff 
Zintka Education Services

Roo George-Warren 
National Fund for Excellence in 
American Indian Education

 
 
 
 

Healthy Native Youth: Culturally Grounded Strategies for Native 
Youth Engagement
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 106B

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 9:30 AM-10:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Michelle Singer 
Northwest Portland Area Indian 
Health Board (NPAIHB) - NW Tribal Epi 
Center (NWTEC)

Taylor Dean 
Northwest Portland Area Indian 
Health Board

 
 
 
 

Independent First Nations: Strength in Community Improves Student 
Attendance
Strand 2: Advocacy and Systems Change in Native Education

ROOM: 101G

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 9:30 AM-10:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Deborah Terrance 
Independent First Nations of Ontario

Niki Sandoval 
WestEd
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Indigenous Kinship and Responsibility: Shaping Undergraduate 
Scholarly Practice
Strand 6: Student Support Systems and Services

ROOM: 104

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 9:30 AM-10:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Sharity Bassett 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee

 

 
 
 
 

Radical Presents, Relational Futures: Indigenous Doctoral Education 
as Love Reimagined
Strand 7: Recruiting, Retaining, and Empowering Educators Serving Native Students

ROOM: 101E

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 9:30 AM-10:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Tiffani Kelly 
University of Oklahoma

Shelby White 
University of Oklahoma

Sarena Gray 
University of Oklahoma 
 
 

RISES: Protocol for Strengthening Indigenous Education Partnerships 
(Research Symposium Presentation)
Strand 5: Family and Community Engagement and Partnerships

ROOM: 101D

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 9:30 AM-10:00 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Vitaliy Shyyan 
WIDA, University of Wisconsin - 
Madison

Staci Block 
San Diego County Office of Education 
and CA Indian Education for All

Natalee Hawks 
WIDA, University of Wisconsin - 
Madison 
 
 

Native Tuition Waivers:  Honoring the Sovereignty and Stories of Native 
Students Rights to Education (Research Symposium Presentation)
Strand 10: Community, College, and Career Readiness and Success in Native Education

ROOM: 101D

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 10:15 AM-10:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Robin Minthorn 
University of Oklahoma

Natalie Youngbull 
University of Oklahoma

Patricia McDaniels-Gomez 
Noetta Harjo 
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How Tribal Nations are Supporting Families to Accelerate Reading 
Achievement
Strand 5: Family and Community Engagement and Partnerships

ROOM: 109

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 9:30 AM-10:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Sarah Ruff 
Just Right Reader

Loverty Erickson 
Just Right Reader

 
 
 

You Spoke, We Listened: Key Outcomes from the ISI Project (Research 
Symposium Presentation)
Strand 2: Advocacy and Systems Change in Native Education

ROOM: 101B

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 10:15 AM-10:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Johanna Jones 
American Institutes for Research

Emily Agopian 
American Institutes for Research

Anna Healey 
IESLN 
 
 

Strong Readers, Strong Identities: Embedding Language, Culture, and 
Community in Early Literacy
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 106C

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 9:30 AM-10:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Blaire Gould 
Mi’kmaw Kina’matnewey

Jarrett Laughlin 
Sprig Learning

 
 
 
 

Teaching the Community’s Future: An Overview of Native Teacher Prep 
Programs (Research Symposium Presentation)
Strand 7: Recruiting, Retaining, and Empowering Educators Serving Native Students

ROOM: 101B

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 9:30 AM-10:00 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Jennifer Johnson 
University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign

Oliver Tapaha 
University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign
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The Role of the Navajo Nation Library in Din‚ Language and Cultural 
Continuation
Strand 8: Native Language Learning in our Schools and Communities

ROOM: 108

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 9:30 AM-10:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Donovan Pete 
Navajo Nation Library

Martina Martinez 
NNL – Torreon Community Library

 
 
 
 

Unburying Artifacts, Unforgetting Histories: Rememorizing Stories 
From Boarding Schools (Research Symposium Presentation)
Strand 1: State and Federal Policy in Native Education

ROOM: 101A

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 9:30 AM-10:00 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Alycia West 
University of Oklahoma

Brooklin Dailey 
University of Oklahoma

 
 
 
 

Whose Literacy Counts? Tribally Specific Pedagogy as Literacy Praxis
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 106D

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 9:30 AM-10:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
RunningHorse Livingston 
Education Northwest

Mandy Smoker Broaddus 
Education Northwest

 
 
 
 

Beyond Compliance: Relational Accountability in School Leadership 
(Research Symposium Presentation)
Strand 2: Advocacy and Systems Change in Native Education

ROOM: 101A

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 10:15 AM-10:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Torye Banura 
Michigan State University
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Ancestral Listening: Academic Learning Pathways in Indigenous Native 
Education (ALPINE)
Strand 7: Recruiting, Retaining, and Empowering Educators Serving Native Students

ROOM: 104

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 11:00 AM-12:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Dawn Hardison-Stevens 
University of Washington-Tacoma

 

 
 
 
 

Being Indigenous Is Being Gifted
Strand 5: Family and Community Engagement and Partnerships

ROOM: 108

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 11:00 AM-12:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Christopher Bordeaux 
OSEC

 

 
 
 
 

Beyond Inclusion: Advancing Sovereignty Through Tribally Driven 
Curriculum Design
Strand 3: Advancing Education Sovereignty for Tribal Nations

ROOM: 101A

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 11:00 AM-12:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Lee DeCora Francis 
Penawapskewi Rising - Nizo Mani 
Education
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Creating K-12 Language Benchmarks, Assessments, Curriculum and 
Accountability
Strand 8: Native Language Learning in our Schools and Communities

ROOM: 101E

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 11:00 AM-12:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Dr. Giniwgiizhig 
Red Lake School District 38

Wesley Jourdain 
Red Lake Schools 38

 
 
 
 

Culturally Responsive School Principal Preparation: Cultivating the 
Next Generation of Native Leaders
Strand 2: Advocacy and Systems Change in Native Education

ROOM: 101F

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 11:00 AM-12:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Jason Cummins 
Montana State University

Joseph Martin 
Northern Arizona University

Vanessa Anthony-Stevens 
Keith Erickson 
 
 

Developing a Sustainable Language Revitalization Program?
Strand 8: Native Language Learning in our Schools and Communities

ROOM: 101H

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 11:00 AM-12:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Micker (Mike) Richardson 
National American Indian Alaska 
Native Head Start Collaboration Office
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From Reflection to Action: Inside the Navajo Nation’s Tribal-Led 
Continuous Improvement Journey
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 106D

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 11:00 AM-12:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Darrick Franklin 
Cognia Navajo Nation, Department of 
Dine Education

Dr. Jonnye Kaibah Begay 
Navajo Nation Department of Dine 
Education

Candace Tsosie 
Daniel Sybrant 
Amy McVey 
Barbara Jane Paris 

JOM Community Talking Circle
Strand 6: Student Support Systems and Services

ROOM: 105

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 11:00 AM-12:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
National Indian Education 
Association 

 

 
 
 
 

Native Ways of Research:  Methodologies That Work
Strand 10: Community, College, and Career Readiness and Success in Native Education

ROOM: 106A

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 11:00 AM-12:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
John Sandstrom 
New Mexico State University

Cathy Ikeda 
University of Hawaii West Oahu

Joaquin Munoz 
The University of British Columbia 
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POLLEN EDD: Corn Pollen Model for Indigenous Leadership
Strand 10: Community, College, and Career Readiness and Success in Native Education

ROOM: 106C

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 11:00 AM-12:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Jenilee Charley 
UNM

Dawn Eriacho 
University of New Mexico

Denise Johnson 
Cherlynn Lee 
Tammie Johnson 
Stephanie Vicenti 

Relational Pathways: Indigenous Faculty Mentorship and Graduate 
Student Success
Strand 7: Recruiting, Retaining, and Empowering Educators Serving Native Students

ROOM: 106B

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 11:00 AM-12:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Brooke Curleyhair 
Arizona State University

Renee White Eyes 
Northern Arizona University

Morgan Chantelle Farrell 
Andrea Macias-Murrieta 
 
 

Rooted in Relationships: Strengthening Native Futures
Strand 6: Student Support Systems and Services

ROOM: 101G

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 11:00 AM-12:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Theresa Plata 
National Indian Education Association

Donna Richey 
National Indian Education Association
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Rooting Resilience: Transforming the learning environment through 
food sovereignty
Strand 5: Family and Community Engagement and Partnerships

ROOM: 103

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 11:00 AM-12:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Lauryn French 
Caddo Nation

Vincent Wolfe 
Caddo Nation

 
 
 
 

Teach Like an Elder and Help Your StudentsThrive in a Healing 
Classroom!
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 109

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 11:00 AM-12:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Joel Truesdell 
Kamehameha Schools Hawaii Campus 
retired

 

 
 
 
 

Theory of Growth: Impacting state public education though Hawaiian 
language and ancestral knowledge
Strand 2: Advocacy and Systems Change in Native Education

ROOM: 101C

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 11:00 AM-12:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Dawn Kauʻi Sang 

Walter Kahumoku III 
Hawai’i Department of Education
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Tribal Education Directors: Building Cross-State Collaboration for 
Impact
Strand 3: Advancing Education Sovereignty for Tribal Nations

ROOM: 101B

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 11:00 AM-12:15 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Rachel White Buffalo 
South Dakota Education Equity 
Coalition
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Advancing Disability Inclusion Across Native Education Systems
Strand 2: Advocacy and Systems Change in Native Education

ROOM: 101F

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 1:15 PM-2:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Matthew Scraper 
Disability Belongs™

 

 
 
 
 

Building Inclusive Schools: The Power of Gender Sexuality Alliances 
(GSA)
Strand 4: Whole Child Prevention and Wellness Supports

ROOM: 101H

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 1:15 PM-2:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Annadine Rendon 
Turtle Mountain Community High 
School

 

 
 
 
 

Crafting Stories: Empowering Indigenous Literacy through Community 
Lead Self-Publishing
Strand 8: Native Language Learning in our Schools and Communities

ROOM: 106B

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 1:15 PM-2:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Joel Isaak 
Kenaitze Indian Tribe

Jennifer Williams 
Kenaitze Indian Tribe
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Exploring Seeds of Native Knowledge: Culturally Sustaining Teaching 
Institutes and Resources
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 101G

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 1:15 PM-2:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Staci Block 
San Diego County Office of Education 
and CA Indian Education for All

Nicole Lim 
California Indian Museum and 
Cultural Center

 
 
 
 

From Undercounted to Empowered: Tribal Data for Student Success
Strand 10: Community, College, and Career Readiness and Success in Native Education

ROOM: 109

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 1:15 PM-2:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Mahala Fisher 
Virginia Tribal Education Consortium
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I Paʻa Ke Kahua Kumu: Generational Legacy in Hawaiian-Medium Teacher 
Education
Strand 7: Recruiting, Retaining, and Empowering Educators Serving Native Students

ROOM: 106A

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 1:15 PM-2:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Makalapua Alencastre 
University of Hawai’i

Keiki Kawaiaea 
Ka Haka Ula O Keelikolani, University 
of Hawaii at Hilo

Teresa McCarty

Kananinohea (Kanani) 
Mākaʻimoku

Emilia Kaawa 
 

IEFA in Minnesota: Overcoming Your Fear of Teaching Indigenous Culture 
and Topics in Your Classroom
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 106C

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 1:15 PM-2:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Benjamin Burgess 
Minnesota Department of Education

Tara DuPuis 
Fond du Lac Ojibwe School

Julia Lintgen

Jodie Lockling

Nicholas DeShaw 
 

Indigenous Education Briefs: Centering Knowledge, Community, and 
Curriculum
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 108

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 1:15 PM-2:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Sharlee Thomas 
Thomas Educational Consultation, LLC

Laura Hill 
New York State Education Department
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Promising Practices for Developing MOUs and Data-Sharing Agreements
Strand 3: Advancing Education Sovereignty for Tribal Nations

ROOM: 101C

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 1:15 PM-2:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Nara Nayar 
American Institutes for Research

Niiyo Gonzalez 
National Indian Education Association

Casie Wise 
National Indian Education Association 
 
 

Resilience, Resistance, Relationship: Minnesota’s Students and 
Operation Metro Surge (ICE)
Strand 1: State and Federal Policy in Native Education

ROOM: 101D

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 1:15 PM-2:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Annie Huberty 
Minnesota Department of Education

 

 
 
 
 

Strategically Dismantling Oppressive Educational Systems through 
Intentional Cultural Relationships
Strand 6: Student Support Systems and Services

ROOM: 101E

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 1:15 PM-2:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Govinda Budrow 
Fond du Lac Tribal and Community 
College

Donna La Placa Patterson 
Dream Catcher Project- MDE
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Teaching Indigenous Studies: Keywords and Commitments for K-12 
Educators
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 101B

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 1:15 PM-2:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Leilani Sabzalian 
University of Oregon

Meredith L. McCoy 
Carleton College

Helen Thomas 
National Indian Education Association 
 
 

Widoké (Making Community): Building a Legacy through Culture and 
Education
Strand 5: Family and Community Engagement and Partnerships

ROOM: 103

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 1:15 PM-2:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Karen Bos 
Gun Lake Tribe

Andrea Heidtman 
Gun Lake Tribe

Meagan Uber 
 
 
 

Working towards Zones of Sovereignty for Indigenous Language 
Protections
Strand 8: Native Language Learning in our Schools and Communities

ROOM: 104

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 1:15 PM-2:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Jason Cummins 
Montana State University
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A Community Effort: Designing an Online Indigenous Education 
Experience in MniSota
Strand 10: Community, College, and Career Readiness and Success in Native Education

ROOM: 106D

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 2:45 PM-4:00 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Odia Wood-Krueger 
Wood Krueger Initiatives, LLC

Iyekiyapiwin Darlene St. Clair 
University of Minnesota

Cassie Scharber 
 
 
 

Braiding Science of Reading with Native Literacy and Community 
Knowledge
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 108

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 2:45 PM-4:00 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Felicia Leon 
Tucson Unified School District

Roxanne Begay James 
Tucson Unified School District

Amy DeWitt 
 
 
 

Consultation to Credit: Tribal–District Partnership Advances Klallam 
Language Education
Strand 2: Advocacy and Systems Change in Native Education

ROOM: 106C

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 2:45 PM-4:00 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Toni Jones 
Port  Gamble S’Klallam Tribe

Rachel Davenport 
North Kitsap School District

Brooke Wellman 
Chris Jones 
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Creating Agency Together: Writing Centers Created by Native American 
Student Clubs
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 101A

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 2:45 PM-4:00 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Daniel Harrison 
New Vistas School

 

 
 
 
 

Enrollment with a Purpose: Strategies for Thriving Tribal Colleges
Strand 10: Community, College, and Career Readiness and Success in Native Education

ROOM: 106B

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 2:45 PM-4:00 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Jonathan Breaker 
American Indian College Fund

Ali Smith 
Blackfeet Community College

Patricia Whiteman 
 
 
 

Living Legacies in Motion: Culture-Centered Pathways to Prevention, 
Belonging, and Relational Safety
Strand 4: Whole Child Prevention and Wellness Supports

ROOM: 101H

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 2:45 PM-4:00 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Selena Coburn 
Great Falls College MSU

Dugan Coburn 
Great Falls Public Schools
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Place-Based Education as a Teacher Retention Strategy
Strand 7: Recruiting, Retaining, and Empowering Educators Serving Native Students

ROOM: 101G

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 2:45 PM-4:00 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
McKinley Alden 
Bristol Bay Foundation

Miles King 
Bristol Bay Foundation

 
 
 
 

Preparing Teachers to Serve Native Communities: What Works, What 
Doesn’t, and What We’ve Learned
Strand 7: Recruiting, Retaining, and Empowering Educators Serving Native Students

ROOM: 101B

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 2:45 PM-4:00 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Frances Hunt 
UNC-Pembroke

Tiffany Locklear 
University of North Carolina at 
Pembroke

 
 
 
 

PRESIDENTIAL SESSION - Emerging Native Language Leaders Fellowship: 
NIEA’s Native Language Futures Initiative
Strand 8: Native Language Learning in our Schools and Communities

ROOM: 106A

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 2:45 PM-4:00 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Niiyo Gonzalez 
National Indian Education Association
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Strengthening Instruction from Indigenous Contexts: Lessons from 
INE’s 300+ Fellows
Strand 7: Recruiting, Retaining, and Empowering Educators Serving Native Students

ROOM: 101F

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 2:45 PM-4:00 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Darold Joseph 
Northern Arizona University

Denyse Herder 
Northern Arizona University

 
 
 
 

Teaching Language Through Culture: CI in Native Classrooms
Strand 8: Native Language Learning in our Schools and Communities

ROOM: 104

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 2:45 PM-4:00 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Martie Woothtakewahbitty 
Lawton Public Schools

 

 
 
 
 

Unique Opportunities Partnering with Large and Small Districts in Our 
Tribal Homeland
Strand 3: Advancing Education Sovereignty for Tribal Nations

ROOM: 101D

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 2:45 PM-4:00 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Jessica James 
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes

Evelyn Galloway 
Shoshone Bannock TEA
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ʻO Hawaiʻi Ke Kahua o Ka Hoʻonaʻauao - Grounding education in Hawaiian 
ways of knowing
Strand 2: Advocacy and Systems Change in Native Education

ROOM: 101E

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 2:45 PM-4:00 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Kuʻuleialohapoinaʻole Makua 
Office of Hawaiian Education

Reychelle Nicole Kuʻuipo Ayau-
Odom 

Kalanimanuia Wong 
 
 
 

“To work on protecting that sovereignty for the future”: 
Strengthening Educator and Leader Pathways
Strand 7: Recruiting, Retaining, and Empowering Educators Serving Native Students

ROOM: 101C

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 2:45 PM-4:00 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Vanessa Anthony-Stevens 
University of Idaho

Jessica Matsaw 

Toneekia Hernandez 
Carmen Stevens 
Jenna Janssen 
Angela Jacobson 
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Alleviating Compassion Fatigue and Avoiding Burnout
Strand 7: Recruiting, Retaining, and Empowering Educators Serving Native Students

ROOM: 103

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 4:15 PM-5:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Paul Figueroa 
Peace Enforcement LLC

 

 
 
 
 

Building Cultural Education Together: Lessons from Partnerships in 
Bristol Bay
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 108

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 4:15 PM-5:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
McKinley Alden 
Bristol Bay Foundation

Montana Murphy 
Bristol Bay Foundation

 
 
 
 

Building Together: Bridging Communities and Education Agencies in 
Nevada
Strand 1: State and Federal Policy in Native Education

ROOM: 101D

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 4:15 PM-5:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Fredina Drye-Romero 
Nevada Department of Education

Niki Sandoval 
WestEd

Malachy McCormick 
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Centering Elders in Higher Education: A Replicable Model for 
Indigenous Student Success
Strand 6: Student Support Systems and Services

ROOM: 101C

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 4:15 PM-5:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Sunny Day Real Bird 
Montana State University Billings

Ricki Campbell 
Montana State University- Billings

 
 
 
 

Growing Our Own Doctors; The Little Birds Pathway Program Story
Strand 4: Whole Child Prevention and Wellness Supports

ROOM: 106B

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 4:15 PM-5:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Gerald Crowshoe 
Washington State University

Kendra Crowshoe 
Spokane Public Schools

 
 
 
 

Growing Our Own Indigenous Educators: Teacher Preparation Through 
Intergenerational Storytelling
Strand 7: Recruiting, Retaining, and Empowering Educators Serving Native Students

ROOM: 104

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 4:15 PM-5:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Cally Young 
University of Oregon
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Indigenous Education: Beyond the Textbook a Partnership with NIEA
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 106A

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 4:15 PM-5:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Yale Taylor 
Kansas State Department of 
Education and Topeka Public Schools

Kenneth St. Pierre 
University of Kansas

Nathan McAlister 
Dezi Lynn 
Helen Thomas 
 

NACA: Building Language Sovereignty Through Tribally-Controlled 
Digital Tools
Strand 8: Native Language Learning in our Schools and Communities

ROOM: 101G

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 4:15 PM-5:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Rebecca Goff 
Native Teaching Aides

 

 
 
 
 

Our Journey, Our Strength: Building the Future Together - Footprints 
of the Kiowa Education Agency
Strand 3: Advancing Education Sovereignty for Tribal Nations

ROOM: 101A

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 4:15 PM-5:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Toni Tsatoke-Mule 
Kiowa Education Agency

Jonna Beartrack 
Kiowa Child Card

Miah Miller 
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Planning with Purpose: Embedding Strategy into Every Step
Strand 5: Family and Community Engagement and Partnerships

ROOM: 101H

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 4:15 PM-5:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Claudette Gourneau 
Turtle Mountain Community Schools - 
Belcourt #7

Amy McVey 
Cognia

Gaillord Peltier 
Christine Thomas 
Shanna Davis-McCloud 
Michael Blue 
Cindy Keplin

Strength in Partnerships - Building Pathways from Tribal College to 
University Together
Strand 10: Community, College, and Career Readiness and Success in Native Education

ROOM: 106C

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 4:15 PM-5:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Benjamin Richmond 
University of Arizona

Christina Coffman 
Tohono O’odham Community College

Daniel Sestiaga Jr. 
Mayra Vargas 
 
 

Students as the solution: Empowering Native Students to Lead and 
Thrive
Strand 4: Whole Child Prevention and Wellness Supports

ROOM: 101E

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 4:15 PM-5:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Kelly Richards 
ThriveWay

Tracy Holliman 
Choctaw Tribal School District, 
Conehatta Elementary School

Heather Adams 
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Tribal Consultation as a Template for Social Justice: Building Policy 
with Community, By Community
Strand 2: Advocacy and Systems Change in Native Education

ROOM: 101B

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 4:15 PM-5:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Maxine Alex 
Office of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction for Washington State

 

 
 
 
 

Waking the Language: Building Speakers Through Community and 
Teacher Preparation
Strand 8: Native Language Learning in our Schools and Communities

ROOM: 101F

DATE: 10/9/2026    TIME: 4:15 PM-5:30 PM

PRESENTER(S) 
Graciela Garcia 
Pascua Yaqui Tribe

Celia Gonzales 
Pascua Yaqui Tribe, Teacher Language 
Institute

MariaLouisa Vega 
Grace Flores 
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Abáachi Mizaa Verbs (Jicarilla Apache Language): A Community-Led 
Documentation Project
Strand 8: Native Language Learning in our Schools and Communities

ROOM: 101C

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 9:00 AM-10:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Mathis Quintana 
Jicarilla Apache Department of 
Education

Vernon Petago 

Ruby Pesata 
 
 
 

Community Impact & Engagement in Language & Culture Classrooms
Strand 5: Family and Community Engagement and Partnerships

ROOM: 104

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 9:00 AM-10:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Michelle LaMere 
Winnebago Public School

Kaira Wolfe 
Winnebago Public School

 
 
 
 

Creating Community and Relationships on a University Campus with 
First-Year Writing Courses
Strand 10: Community, College, and Career Readiness and Success in Native Education

ROOM: 101A

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 9:00 AM-10:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Dezi Lynn 
National Indian Education Association

Justin Allison 
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Cultivating Resilience Through Father Daughter Dances in Native 
School Communities
Strand 4: Whole Child Prevention and Wellness Supports

ROOM: 103

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 9:00 AM-10:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Gerald Crowshoe 
Washington State University

Tamika LaMere 
Spokane Public Schools

Kendra Crowshoe 
 
 
 

Decolonizing and Pollenating an Indigenous Leadership and Mentorship 
Program
Strand 7: Recruiting, Retaining, and Empowering Educators Serving Native Students

ROOM: 106B

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 9:00 AM-10:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Shawn Secatero 
University of New Mexico/New Mexico 
State University Grants

Bernard Chimoni 
The University of New Mexico

Allison Borden 
Tyson Marsh 
 
 

Fire Mitigation - Strengthen your School and Community Protecting 
the Future from Fire Loss
Strand 2: Advocacy and Systems Change in Native Education

ROOM: 106A

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 9:00 AM-10:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Wayne Carroll 
Native American School Insurance 
Program

Mindy Weisbrod 
The Mahoney Group
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From Student Voice to Sustainable Impact: Building Strategic 
Partnerships
Strand 5: Family and Community Engagement and Partnerships

ROOM: 101G

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 9:00 AM-10:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Annmarie DeCoteau 
Bismarck Public School

Tomi Cimarosti 
Bismarck Public Schools

Donovan Lambert 
Chadwick Kramer 
Suzie Golus 
 

From Words to Worlds: The Power of Indigenous Language 
Collaboration
Strand 8: Native Language Learning in our Schools and Communities

ROOM: 108

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 9:00 AM-10:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Whitney TopSky 
Box Elder Schools

Anna East 

 
 
 
 

Gookimisinaan Ogoodaas - Our Grandmothers Dress Teachings for 
Young Girls
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 101F

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 9:00 AM-10:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Siobhan Marks 
Indian Community School

Valerie Clark 
Indian Community School
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Indigenous Education All Year: Days of Remembrance and Land 
Acknowledgments
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 106C

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 9:00 AM-10:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Rachel Talbert 
Teachers College

Amanda Austin 
Silver Creek Central School District

Carissa Stone 
 
 
 

Reclaiming Native Culture, Imagery and History in Popular School 
Culture
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 101H

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 9:00 AM-10:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Lisa O’Nan 

Joseph Morales 

Giselle Lundy-Ponce 
Dana Bremner 
 
 

Rural Resilience: Family-Centered Mental Health Supports for Rural 
Tribal Schools
Strand 4: Whole Child Prevention and Wellness Supports

ROOM: 101D

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 9:00 AM-10:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Gina Stanley 
Cook Center for Human Connection

Tobin Novasio 
Cook Center for Human Connection
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Supporting Indigenous Students Wearing Tribal Regalia at Public 
Ceremonies
Strand 2: Advocacy and Systems Change in Native Education

ROOM: 106D

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 9:00 AM-10:15 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Jordann (Bright Trail Woman) 
Lankford 
Everyday Native

Tawny Cale 
Great Falls Public Schools
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An open discussion on Two-eyed seeing: Combining Indigenous 
Knowledge and Western Knowledge.
Strand 1: Culturally Sustaining Classroom Instruction

ROOM: 106B

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 10:30 AM-11:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Ryan Ransom 
SUNY Potsdam

 

 
 
 
 

Apsaalaaluuke Ammaachiimua Children of the Large Beaked Bird,  Dual 
Immersion practices
Strand 8: Native Language Learning in our Schools and Communities

ROOM: 108

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 10:30 AM-11:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Lucy Real Bird 
Hardin School District - Crow Agency 
Public School

Regina Yarlott 
Hardin School District: Crow Agency 
Public School

Rochelle Deputy 
Amy Hanson 
Nicolette Haleyalbung 
Bianka Rock Above 
Amberly Howe

Centering Indigenous Voices: Advancing Native Literacy in PK–12 
Classrooms
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 106C

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 10:30 AM-11:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Staci Block 
San Diego County Office of Education 
and CA Indian Education for All
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Creating Lung Friendly Schools: Supporting the Whole Child in Tribal 
and Tribal Serving Communities
Strand 4: Whole Child Prevention and Wellness Supports

ROOM: 106D

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 10:30 AM-11:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Cindy Trubisky 
American Lung Association

 

 
 
 
 

Cultures in Bloom: a Community-driven Educational Experience through 
Fashion
Strand 5: Family and Community Engagement and Partnerships

ROOM: 101E

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 10:30 AM-11:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Amber Reed 
Utah State University

Shoshana Begay 
Nebo Title VI Indian Education

Natalie Billie 
Eileen Quintana 
Melissa Tehee 
Dallas Haws 
Breanne Litts

Decolonizing Reading Instruction: A Culturally Responsive Science of 
Reading
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 101C

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 10:30 AM-11:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Jackie Cope 
RavenRabbit LLC
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Diné Educational Sovereignty Through Language and Leadership 
Frameworks
Strand 3: Advancing Education Sovereignty for Tribal Nations

ROOM: 101A

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 10:30 AM-11:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Dustin Begay 
Navajo Preparatory School Inc.

 

 
 
 
 

How Indigenous Pedagogy at Nicolet Technical College Supports Tribal 
Sovereignty
Strand 10: Community, College, and Career Readiness and Success in Native Education

ROOM: 101G

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 10:30 AM-11:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Marilyn Miller 
Nicolet College

Amy Vickers 
Nicolet College

 
 
 
 

Indigenous Tribal Relations Administrators Cultivating Indigenous 
Futurity in Higher Education
Strand 1: State and Federal Policy in Native Education

ROOM: 101D

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 10:30 AM-11:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Tiffani Kelly 
University of Oklahoma

Tana Fitzpatrick 
The University of Oklahoma
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Reauthoring Off-Territory Life Stories Through Zines
Strand 4: Whole Child Prevention and Wellness Supports

ROOM: 103

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 10:30 AM-11:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Marc Isaacs 
Native American Community Services

Kathleen Isaacs 
University at Buffalo

 
 
 
 

Rooting Standards in Place: A PK–12 Indigenous Model
Strand 9: Culturally Grounded PK-12 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

ROOM: 109

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 10:30 AM-11:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Jule LeBlanc 
Sitka School District

Sheridan Bacon 
Sitka Tribe of Alaska

 
 
 
 

Strength in Community:  Building Indigenous-Centered Student Success 
Systems
Strand 2: Advocacy and Systems Change in Native Education

ROOM: 101B

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 10:30 AM-11:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Zane Rosette 
Native American Community Academy

Tirzah Toya-Waconda 

Shannon Douma 
Kellen Shelendewa 
Stacey Coonsis 
Katherine Page 
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Strengthening Collaboration to Develop Indigenous-Based Academic, 
Career, and Wellness Supports
Strand 10: Community, College, and Career Readiness and Success in Native Education

ROOM: 106A

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 10:30 AM-11:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Katheryne Leigh-Osroosh 
State University of New York at 
Buffalo

 

 
 
 
 

Weaving Indigenous Knowledges: A New Education Model for Higher 
Education
Strand 7: Recruiting, Retaining, and Empowering Educators Serving Native Students

ROOM: 101H

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 10:30 AM-11:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Colin Ben 
Northern Arizona University

Ann Marie Chischilly 
Northern Arizona University

 
 
 
 

When the Nation Teaches: Curriculum as Educational Sovereignty
Strand 3: Advancing Education Sovereignty for Tribal Nations

ROOM: 101F

DATE: 10/10/2026    TIME: 10:30 AM-11:45 AM

PRESENTER(S) 
Stephanie Owens 
Imagine Education, Inc.

Lynn Roanhorse 
Imagine Education, Inc.
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