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Students

Student Assignment and Intra-District Transfer

Attendance Areas

The District is divided into school attendance areas. The Superintendent will:

1. Review the boundary lines annually and recommend to the School Board any changes or
revisions for existing units; or

2. Create new units using a lens that considers preventing segregation and the elimination of
separating students in the District’s schools because of color, race, or nationality.

The Superintendent or designee shall maintain a map of the District showing current school attendance
areas. All records pertaining to the creation, alteration, or revision of attendance units are open to the
public. Students living in a given school attendance area will be assigned to that school. Homeless
children shall be assigned according to Board policy 6:140, Education of Homeless Children.

Transfers Within the District

A student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) may request a transfer for their child to a District school other than
the one assigned. A request should be directed to the Superintendent, who, at his or her sole discretion,
may grant the request when the parent(s)/guardian(s) demonstrate that the student could be better
accommodated at another school, provided space is available. If a request is granted, the
parent/guardian shall be responsible for transportation. The provisions in this section have no
applicability to transfers pursuant to the Unsafe School Choice Option covered in Board policy 4:170,

Safety.

Class Assignments

The Superintendent or designee shall assign students to classes.

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-21.3, 5/10-21.3a, and 5/10-22.5.

CROSS REF.: 4:170 (Safety), 6:30 (Organization of Instruction), 6:140 (Education of Homeless
Children)
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Release Time for Religious Instruction/Observance

A student shall be released from school, as an excused absence, because of religious reasons, including
to observe a religious holiday, for religious instruction, or because the student’s religion forbids secular
activity on a particular day(s) or time of day. The student’s parent/guardian must give written notice to
the Building Principal at least five calendar days before the student’s anticipated absence(s).

The Superintendent or designee shall develop and distribute to teachers appropriate procedures
regarding student absences for religious reasons, including how teachers are notified of a student’s
impending absence, and the State law requirement that teachers provide the student with an equivalent
opportunity to make up any examination, study, or work requirement.

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/26-1 and 5/26-2b.
775 ILCS 35/, Religious Freedom Restoration Act.

CROSS REF.: 7:70 (Attendance and Truancy)
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Student Rights and Responsibilities

All students are entitled to enjoy the rights protected by the U.S. and Illinois Constitutions and laws for
persons of their age and maturity in a school setting. Students should exercise these rights reasonably
and avoid violating the rights of others. Students who violate the rights of others or violate District
policies or rules will be subject to disciplinary measures.

Students may, during the school day, during noninstructional time, voluntarily engage in individually
or collectively initiated, non-disruptive prayer or religious-based meetings that, consistent with the Free
Exercise and Establishment Clauses of the U.S. and Illinois Constitutions, are not sponsored, promoted,
or endorsed in any manner by the school or any school employee. Noninstructional time means time
set aside by a school before actual classroom instruction begins or after actual classroom instruction
ends.

LEGAL REF.: 20 U.S.C. §4071 et seq., Equal Access Act.
20 U.S.C. §7904, Every Student Succeeds Act.
Kennedy v. Bremerton Sch. Dist., 597 U.S. 507 (2022).
Tinker v. Des Moines Indep. Cmty. Sch. Dist., 393 U.S. 503 (1969).
105 ILCS 20/5, Silent Reflection and Student Prayer Act.

CROSS REF.: 7:140 (Search and Seizure), 7:150 (Agency and Law Enforcement Requests),
7:160 (Student Appearance), 7:190 (Student Behavior), 7:330 (Student Use of
Buildings - Equal Access)
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Student Use of Buildings - Equal Access

[For high school and unit districts]

For purposes of this Board policy, the District has established a limited open forum for high school
students enrolled in the District. Each District high school shall offer an opportunity for student-led
noncurriculum related student groups to meet on school premises during noninstructional time.
Noncurriculum related student groups are those student groups, clubs, or organizations that do not
directly relate to the curriculum. For purposes of this Board policy, a non-school sponsored
noncurriculum related student group is a noncurriculum related student group that is student led.

A student group or club is school sponsored if the District approves the student group or club to have
a paid adult sponsor to promote, participate, and/or lead its activities. However, assigning a teacher,
administrator, or other school employee to supervise a meeting for custodial purposes, allowing groups
to promote meetings, and providing access to resources as determined by the District do not constitute
sponsorship of the student group or club, nor does it constitute the District’s endorsement or agreement
with the activity or the speech of the students who participate in the activity.

Extracurricular and co-curricular student groups or clubs that are school sponsored are governed by
Board policy 6:190, Extracurricular and Co-Curricular Activities.

Student groups or clubs directed and controlled by non-school persons are governed by Board policy
8:20, Community Use of School Facilities.

Student-led noncurriculum related student groups or clubs that are not school sponsored are granted
free use of school premises and/or access to school resources for a meeting or series of meetings under
the following conditions:

1. The meeting is held during those noninstructional times identified by the Superintendent or
designee for noncurriculum related student groups, clubs, or organizations to meet.
Noninstructional time means time set aside by the school before actual classroom instruction
begins or after actual classroom instruction ends.

2. All noncurriculum related student groups that are not school sponsored receive substantially
the same treatment.

3. The student group or club and the meeting are student-initiated, meaning that the request is
made by a student, and the group or club is led by a student.

4. Student attendance at the meeting is voluntary.

5. The school and school employees will not promote, lead, participate in, or otherwise sponsor
the meeting.
6. School employees are present at religious meetings only in a nonparticipatory capacity.

7. The meeting and/or any activities engaged in by the student group or club do not materially or
substantially interfere with the orderly conduct of educational activities.

8. Non-school persons do not direct, conduct, control, or regularly attend the meetings.

9. The school retains its authority to maintain order and discipline.

10. A school staff member is present in a supervisory capacity.

11. The Superintendent or designee approves the use of school premises and/or access to school
resources for a meeting or series of meetings.

12. The school requires neutral content generally limited to club/group name, meeting time(s), and
location(s) as well as the approval of the Building Principal or designee for all advertisements,
wall postings, or flyers.

The Superintendent or designee shall develop administrative procedures to implement this policy.
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LEGAL REF.: 20 U.S.C. §4071 et seq., Equal Access Act.
Bd. of Ed. of Westside Community Sch. Dist. v. Mergens, 496 U.S. 226 (1990).
E.D. by Duell v. Noblesville Sch. Dist., 151 F.4th 907 (7th Cir. 2025).
Gernetzke v. Kenosha Unified Sch. Dist. No. 1, 274 F.3d 464 (7th Cir. 2001), cert.
denied, 535 U.S. 1017.

CROSS REF.: 6:190 (Extracurricular and Co-Curricular Activities), 7:10 (Equal Educational
Opportunities), 8:20 (Community Use of School Facilities), 8:25 (Advertising and
Distributing Materials in Schools Provided by Non-School Related Entities)



