DATE: September 15, 2026

TO: Mark Jenson, Superintendent and Board of Education
FROM: Jason Kuehn, Director of Finance and Operations

SUBJECT: Certification of Proposed 2026 Payable 2027 Property Tax Levy

The school board is required to certify to the county auditor of Otter Tail and
Becker County the school district’s preliminary 2026 Payable 2027 Property Tax
Levy by September 30, 2026. The district will certify the maximum levy, as
certifying the preliminary levy in this manner allows for adjustments prior to the
final levy certification in December. Attached are pages 30 and 31 of the Levy
Limitation and Certification document from the Minnesota Department of
Education (MDE) which show detailed levy amounts broken down by category.

Preliminary figures indicate that the school district portion of the property tax levy
increased by $158,352.60 (1.56%) from a year ago to $10,293,529.22. Last year’s
levy amount was $10,135,176.62. The figures presented are preliminary and may
change in the coming months.

During the regulariy scheduled board meeting on Monday, December 21st at 6:00
PM, the school board will discuss the payable 2027 levy and the current year
budget (Fiscal Year 2027). At this meeting there will be an opportunity for the
public to speak. The final levy certification will be approved at the same meeting.

Administration and Finance Committee recommends to approve the maximum for
2026 Payable 2027 Proposed Property Tax Levy.
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