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Purpose

• To provide an overview of the school district’s Preliminary 
Proposed 2026 Payable 2027 Property Tax Levy

 

• To certify the Preliminary Proposed 2026 Payable 2027 
Property Tax Levy by the 9/30 deadline

• Set the date for the December Truth in Taxation meeting 
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Levy Basics
● School levy authority is established in law

● School budgets are a combination of state, federal and local funding, 
including voter approved operating, bond & technology levies

● Unlike cities and counties, the 2026 Payable 2027 Levy for school 
districts is for the following school year (2027-2028)

● Levy revenue is approximately 29% of the district’s general fund 
budget
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Key Messages 
• Preliminary levy certification is part of the overall levy process & due to the 

county auditor and the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) by Sept. 30

• Based on calculations provided by MDE as of September 16, 2026

• Adjustments to the levy are still likely being made, which may change the total 
amount

• Certifying the “Maximum” allows for greater flexibility

• Levy can only move down after Oct. 1

• The School Board meeting to adopt the final 2026 Payable 2027 Property Tax 
Levy is on Dec. 22 
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General
Fund
Levies

RMV = Referendum Market Value
NTC = Net Tax Capacity 5



RMV = Referendum Market Value
NTC = Net Tax Capacity

Community 
Service Fund

Debt Service 
Fund

Total Levy - 
All Funds
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Estimated Annual Property Tax Impact
Ehlers Public Finance Advisors
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Date Action

July – September District submits levy information to MDE

September 8 MDE provides preliminary levy limit calculations to school districts

September 22 School Board meeting to certify the Preliminary Proposed 2026 Payable 2027 
Property Tax Levy and to set the Truth in Taxation meeting date 

September 30 Deadline for the district to provide the home county auditor with the preliminary 
proposed levy and the date of the truth in taxation meeting.  The proposed levy 
and current school year budget will be discussed at the truth in taxation hearing.

mid November The county mails out property tax statements that include estimated Payable 2027 
property taxes and meeting date/time/location information for final levy and 
budget discussions

December 8 Proposed meeting date for the Truth in Taxation hearing, 6:00 p.m. (time certain)

December 22 School Board meeting to adopt the final 2026 Payable 2027 Property Tax Levy

December 28 School district deadline to certify final adopted levies to the home county auditor

Levy Timeline
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Recommended Actions

• Certify a “Maximum” Proposed 2026 Payable 2027 Property Tax Levy

• Set the Truth in Taxation meeting for December 8, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. 
at Oak Park Learning Center, 6355 Osman Avenue North, Stillwater, 
MN 55082
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Questions


