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978-0-316-44216-9 The Mighty Macy Kwame Alexander ES School Library Journal: Tender and powerful, this unique chapter book in verse is a delight. Young readers will learn about poetic form and music terminology while they follow Macy through her life with people who love and encourage her. Thomas’s monochrome illustrations make the narrative come alive, deftly capturing character mood and tone…. A beautiful book centering an endearing protagonist that hits all the right notes; highly recommended for elementary fiction shelves.Publisher's Weekly: In this effervescent chapter book by Alexander. . . Softly rounded illustrations from Thomas (Stacey Speaks Up) emanate charm, accompanying stanzas that provide glimpses into the exuberant life of a self-assured middle schooler readers will wish was their own best friend. Macy’s desire to help the library underscores the importance of similar community spaces, culminating in a winning narrative about the power of language and learning to stand up for one’s beliefs.
978-1-6659-3830-3 The Great Puptective: The Big Mousetake Alina Tysoe ES next in series School Library Journal: A light, engaging choice that supports confidence-building and reading enjoyment during a critical stage of literacy development.Publisher's Weekly: In this effervescent graphic novel series, energetic illustrations by Tysoe capture the duo’s humorous antics, while the protagonists’ differing personalities promise plentiful schemes to come.
978-1250905932 Alberto Salas juega la paka paka con la papa Sara Andrea Fajardo ES TEJAS Star Award 26-27 Kirkus Reviews: Highlights the vibrant celebration of indigenous Peruvian agriculture and biodiversity. The story effectively introduces young readers to cultural traditions surrounding native potato farming through lively, engaging storytelling.School Library Journal: praised as a fantastic addition to elementary collections for its rich cultural context, colorful illustrations, and seamless integration of traditional agricultural heritage.
978-1623544386 Bienvenida a casa, Esmerelda Daniela Ramirez ES TEJAS Star Award 26-27 School Library Journal: Notes the book's warm, comforting narrative about family, belonging, and homecoming. The gentle pacing makes it ideal for primary grade read-alouds.Publishers Weekly: Commends the expressive artwork and accessible language, making it a great pick for bilingual or Spanish-language collections exploring themes of family unity.
978-8410438019 La colcha de nuestros recuerdos Desiree Acevedo ES TEJAS Star Award 26-27 Booklist: Praises this touching intergenerational story about preserving family history through storytelling and textiles. The narrative provides a gentle entry point into memory and heritage.Kirkus Reviews: Applauds the visual details and emotional depth, highlighting how the quilt serves as a powerful metaphor for connection across generations.

978-1464228391
Día de los Muertos ABC/Day of the Dead ABC: A Bilingual 
Alphabet Book to Celebrate This Magical Holiday) Gabriela Orozco Belt ES TEJAS Star Award 26-27 School Library Journal: Recommends this bilingual alphabet book as an accessible, festive introduction to holiday traditions, featuring clear text and bright, kid-friendly illustrations.Kirkus Reviews: Notes that the alphabet format works well for early elementary classrooms, offering a balanced mix of cultural vocabulary and engaging visuals.

978-1643796444 El deseo de mi corazón (The Reel Wish) Yamile Saied Méndez ES TEJAS Star Award 26-27 Publishers Weekly: Celebrates this uplifting story about family connections, hope, and perseverance, featuring relatable characters that resonate with young readers.School Library Journal: Highlights the strong bilingual structure and emotional resonance, making it an excellent resource for discussing empathy and goal-setting in elementary grades.
978-1536234053 Elena va a acampar Juana Medina ES TEJAS Star Award 26-27 Kirkus Reviews: Juana Medina's character Elena brings humor and charm to the outdoor experience, offering early readers a highly relatable adventure.School Library Journal: Praises the expressive, minimalist illustration style and simple text structure, making it a top pick for Spanish early-reader library sections.
978-1536247053 Esta es una escuela John Schu ES TEJAS Star Award 26-27 Kirkus Reviews: A warm, inclusive tribute to school communities, emphasizing collaboration, curiosity, and welcoming environments in a seamless Spanish translation.Publishers Weekly: Highlights the book’s empathetic tone and vibrant visual diversity, recommending it as an essential back-to-school read for elementary collections.
978-1464251528 La flor generosa: la historia de la flor de nochebuena Alda P. Dobbs ES TEJAS Star Award 26-27 Booklist: Richly illustrated and culturally authentic, this retelling of the Mexican poinsettia legend is highlighted as a great fit for folklore and holiday units.School Library Journal: Commends the narrative for capturing the traditional spirit of giving and community solidarity, making it an engaging read for primary students.
978-1623545802 Hermana pegajosa Ana Siqueira ES TEJAS Star Award 26-27 Kirkus Reviews: A lighthearted, humorous look at sibling relationships that accurately captures the persistence and affectionate nature of younger brothers and sisters.Publishers Weekly: Praises the dynamic visual pacing and comedic timing, recommending it for young readers navigating family dynamics.
978-8419464934 El jarrón de las grietas doradas Fran Nuno ES TEJAS Star Award 26-27 School Library Journal: Commends this poetic narrative inspired by kintsugi, noting its gentle handling of themes like resilience, emotional healing, and finding beauty in imperfection.Booklist: Highlights the thoughtful storytelling and calming visual art, making it a valuable social-emotional learning tool for K–5 classrooms.
978-8410074446 Martina futbolista Susanna Isern ES TEJAS Star Award 26-27 Kirkus Reviews: Celebrates this high-energy picture book for breaking gender stereotypes in youth sports with enthusiasm and heart.School Library Journal: Notes that the action-packed illustrations and empowering message will make it a popular checkout for young sports enthusiasts.
978-0823456772 El oso polar y la bailarina Eric Velasquez ES TEJAS Star Award 26-27 Publishers Weekly: Highlights the whimsical, poetic nature of this story about unexpected friendship and expressive movement.Booklist: Praises the bright artwork and relatable primary-grade scenario, offering a smooth read-aloud experience for young audiences.
978-8410074842 Los pantalones de Luisa Susanna Isern ES TEJAS Star Award 26-27 School Library Journal: A fun and empowering story centered on self-expression, identity, and personal choices through everyday wardrobe decisions.Booklist: Praises the bright artwork and relatable primary-grade scenario, offering a smooth read-aloud experience for young audiences.

978-1623544584 Popo el xolo
Paloma Angelina 
Lopez ES TEJAS Star Award 26-27 Kirkus Reviews: Praises the book for introducing young readers to the iconic Mexican Xoloitzcuintli dog breed within a rich cultural context.School Library Journal: Recommends it for primary social studies and animal storytimes, highlighting the engaging visuals and warm tone.

978-8410406483 ¡Sal de ahi topo! Alicia Acosta ES TEJAS Star Award 26-27 Publishers Weekly: Calls this a fast-paced, highly entertaining picture book full of physical humor and lively read-aloud pacing.Kirkus Reviews: Notes the expressive character design and repetitive, interactive text that encourages group participation.

978-1962227407 La vida de Valenzuela
Patty Rodriguez and 
Ariana Stein, ES TEJAS Star Award 26-27 School Library Journal: Highly recommends this sports biography for detailing the historic impact of Fernando Valenzuela ("Fernandomania") in an accessible format for young readers.Booklist: Highlights the book's ability to seamlessly blend baseball history with cultural pride, making it an excellent biographical addition for Latinx heritage units.

978-0823458349 Los viernes comemos churros Jenny Alvarado ES TEJAS Star Award 26-27 Kirkus Reviews: A cozy, heart-filling picture book that celebrates weekly family rituals, food traditions, and community connections.Publishers Weekly: Praises the sensory-rich text and inviting artwork, making it a fantastic pick for culinary and family-themed storytimes.

978-1643796581

Wanda oye las estrellas: Una astrónoma ciego escucha al 
universo (Wanda Hears the Stars: A Blind Astronomer Listens 
to the Universe) Wanda Diaz Merced ES TEJAS Star Award 26-27 School Library Journal: Strongly recommends this STEM biography for illustrating accessibility in science and showing how non-visual senses contribute to astronomical discoveries.Kirkus Reviews: Praises the empowering narrative for broadening young readers' perspectives on disability, innovation, and perseverance in scientific careers.

0-8479-0306-0 Sidekicks: Thick As Thieves Santat, Dan ES Kirkus Reviews (Starred Review): "Santat’s sequel is an absolute gem that blends a thrilling (and uniquely quirky) superhero tale with an endearing exploration of found family... A purr-fect graphic tale full of tail-wagging, fur-raising excitement as well as heart and substance."The Horn Book Magazine: "This newly relaunched series is sure to capitalize on the popularity of comics and superheroes, the author’s reputation for kid-friendly work, and the same blend of adventure, mischief, and humor that appeals to fans of Aaron Blabey’s The Bad Guys."

1-420-53605-2 Some of Us Are Brave Farqui, Saadia ES Publishers Weekly (Starred Review): "Polished prose renders the characters' treacherous quests, throughout which the protagonists encounter both wayward strangers and lifelong friends, making for an endearing tribute to bravery and friendship."

Booklist (Starred Review): "The main characters emerge as heroes in this engaging narrative, which encompasses their interconnected family stories... A memorable and stirring story navigating fear, community, and friendship through the devastating effects of Hurricane Harvey."

0-8479-2332-0 The Unlikely Tale of Chase and Fennigan Warga, Jasmine ES Kirkus Reviews: "Warga crafts a poignant, magical narrative exploring grief, loyalty, and unexpected companionship with her trademark emotional depth and exquisite prose."School Library Journal: "An inventive and deeply empathetic middle-grade story that balances whimsical magical realism with gentle, resonant character development."
0-316-46423-6 The Girl Who Changed Little League Patrick, Jean L. S. and Pepe, MariaES Publishers Weekly: "An inspiring and thoroughly researched picture book biography that captures Maria Pepe's ground-breaking fight for gender equality in youth sports with clarity and energy."Booklist: "Dynamic illustrations complement a compelling narrative, making this piece of sports and civil rights history accessible and empowering for young readers."

0-06-335752-6
Seven Million Steps: The True Story of Dick Gregory's Run for 
the Hungry Barnes, Derrick and Gregory, ChristianES Kirkus Reviews (Starred Review): "A powerful, rhythmic tribute to civil rights icon Dick Gregory's extraordinary physical and social crusade against world hunger. Bold and evocative."School Library Journal: "Barnes’s driving narrative voice combined with striking artwork delivers a deeply moving, educational portrait of activism, resilience, and humanitarian effort."

0-593-89769-2 Navigating Night Leung, Julie ES Publishers Weekly: "Leung’s lyrical storytelling weaves together atmospheric historical fiction with an emotional journey of hope, courage, and guiding light during uncertain times."

Booklist:

"Rich in sensory detail and psychological insight, this middle-grade novel highlights the quiet strength of family ties and self-discovery."

0-593-90236 History Smashers: The Space Race Messner, Kate ES Kirkus Reviews: "Messner continues her stellar series with another fast-paced, fact-packed, graphic-heavy debunking of popular myths surrounding the Space Race."

School Library Journal:

"Engaging comics, historical photos, and witty commentary work seamlessly together to present a nuanced, inclusive history of space exploration."

0-06-337262-2 The Whale's Tale and the Otter's Side of the Story Messner, Kate ES Publishers Weekly (Starred Review): "A creative, dual-perspective exploration of marine life that masterfully balances eco-education with engaging, interconnected storytelling."

Booklist (Starred Review):

"Told in a realistic manner with brilliant attention to marine biology, this charming narrative delivers an endearing tribute to animal behavior and ecological interdependence."

84-15-24199-2 Cuento de Noche Aliaga, Roberto ES Kirkus Reviews: "A soothing, beautifully illustrated bedtime story that gently transforms nighttime fears into warm, imaginative dreams."

Publishers Weekly:

"Lyrical Spanish prose and soft, evocative artwork make this a comforting, memorable bedtime choice for young readers."

1-524-73968-5 Wish In A Tree Hunt, Lynda Mullaly ES Booklist: "Hunt brings her signature warmth and empathy to this heart-wrenching yet hopeful story about community, wishes, and unexpected connections."

School Library Journal:

"A deeply moving, accessible novel that tackles complex emotional themes with tender honesty and memorable characters."

979-88-909833-1-2 Un Deseo En El Arbol Hunt, Lynda Mullaly ES Booklist: "Hunt brings her signature warmth and empathy to this heart-wrenching yet hopeful story about community, wishes, and unexpected connections."

School Library Journal:

"A deeply moving, accessible novel that tackles complex emotional themes with tender honesty and memorable characters."

978-0593695937 This Is a Moment Player, Micah ES Publishers Weekly: "Player captures the wonder of mindfulness and present-moment awareness through vibrant imagery and joyful, accessible text."

Kirkus Reviews:

"An uplifting picture book that invites readers to slow down, notice the world around them, and celebrate life's quiet milestones."

978-0-593-53160-0 Brave Alvitre, Weshoyot ES

School Library Journal (Starred Review):

"Visually stunning and deeply rooted in Indigenous storytelling traditions, Alvitre offers an empowering, nuanced exploration of inner strength and heritage."Kirkus Reviews: "Striking artwork and thoughtful, sparse text combine to create a powerful celebration of identity, courage, and ancestral connections."
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978-0-374-39220-8 Thank You Teacher Kelkar, Supriya ES Publishers Weekly: "A heartwarming, culturally rich tribute to educators who foster curiosity, inclusivity, and confidence in their students."

Booklist:

"Kelkar's affectionate narrative shines a bright light on the transformative impact of a thoughtful teacher."

978-1-7972-0072-9 Shrinking Violet Snyder, Laurel ES Kirkus Reviews: "Snyder writes with deep tenderness and gentle humor about introversion, finding one's voice, and taking up space on your own terms."

School Library Journal:

"Relatable and emotionally resonant, this story gives shy young readers a comforting mirror and a triumphant arc."

978-0-593-69523-4 Billy and the Hole Goecke, Jessica ES Publishers Weekly: "A quirky, absurdly fun picture book that turns a simple premise into an imaginative, laugh-out-loud adventure."

Booklist:

"With expressive cartooning and clever comedic timing, Goecke delivers a crowd-pleasing, inventive tale."

979-82-17-03999-9 A Day off School Jeffers, Oliver ES Kirkus Reviews (Starred Review): "Jeffers’s distinctive visual wit and philosophical playfulness shine bright in this joyful ode to imagination and unexpected free time."

Publishers Weekly:

"A charming, wonderfully illustrated story that captures the magic and infinite possibilities of an unstructured day."

978-1-250-33477-0 Mind Vs Machine Sheinkin, Steve and Ashley, MauriceES Publishers Weekly (Starred Review): "Sheinkin and Grandmaster Ashley deliver a thrilling, high-stakes chronicle of the legendary chess showdown between Garry Kasparov and Deep Blue."

Booklist (Starred Review):

"A masterclass in narrative nonfiction—fast-paced, intensely dramatic, and rich with technological and historical context."

978-1-546-11103-0 Offside Gonzalez, Christina Diaz ES School Library Journal: "A gripping middle-grade novel combining high-stakes sports action with relatable family dynamics and personal integrity."

Kirkus Reviews:

"Gonzalez excels at creating authentic teenage voices and realistic athletic drama that will keep readers hooked until the final whistle."

978-1-546-18594-9 Licorice LaReau, Kara ES Publishers Weekly: "A delightfully humorous early chapter book featuring a spunky heroine and a sweet, animal-centered plot that emerging readers will devour."

Booklist:

"Charming illustrations and breezy pacing make this animal tale a standout choice for newly independent readers."

978-1-324-12489-4 Absent Ogle, Rex ES Kirkus Reviews: "Ogle delivers a raw, deeply empathetic, and courageously honest novel exploring grief, class disparity, and teenage resilience."

School Library Journal (Starred Review):

"A powerful, unforgettable story that treats its characters' struggles with emotional gravity and profound dignity."

978-1-464-24126-0 The Secret Bookstore Sleuth Society Currie, Lindsay ES Booklist: "Currie blends eerie atmosphere, cozy bookstore charm, and fast-paced sleuthing into an irresistible middle-grade mystery."

Kirkus Reviews:

"A fun, page-turning adventure brimming with literary clues, tight-knit friendships, and just the right amount of spookiness."

978-0-06-351510-9 Building 903 Lowry, Lois ES Publishers Weekly (Starred Review): "Lowry delivers a powerful story about censorship, comfort, complicity, and the radical power of books to unlock humanity."

Kirkus Reviews:

"A thought-provoking, beautifully written fable from a master storyteller that challenges readers to examine freedom, memory, and truth."

979-8-225-06319-1 Flight: A Story of Taking Refuge Gratz, Alan ES Publishers Weekly (Starred Review): "Gratz once again demonstrates his mastery of high-impact historical fiction, weaving empathetic, urgent stories of courage and displacement."

School Library Journal (Starred Review):

"Heart-pounding and deeply compassionate, this essential novel sheds light on the global refugee experience with nuance and hope."

978-0-316-57059-6 The Gallaudet Eleven: The Story of NASA's Deaf Bioastronauts Cerra, Kerry O'Malley ES

Kirkus Reviews (Starred Review):

"A fascinating, long-overdue look at the 11 deaf men whose participation in motion sickness studies proved crucial to American spaceflight victory."Booklist: "An illuminating, meticulously researched piece of history that highlights the invaluable contributions of the Deaf community to science."

978-0-06-345588-7 The Skeleton and the Cat Scott, Brandon James ES School Library Journal: "A charmingly quirky graphic novel with vibrant art, comedic misunderstandings, and a sweet story about unlikely friendship."

Publishers Weekly:

"Scott's expressive character designs and snappy dialogue make this spooky-cute tale a hit for young graphic novel fans."

978-1-636-55192-0 Barbed Wire Between Us Encarnacion, Violeta, ES Kirkus Reviews: "A poignant historical narrative examining family resilience, prejudice, and hope through an accessible, youth-focused lens."

Booklist:

"Sensitive storytelling and rich character detail bring a painful historical era into meaningful clarity for young readers."

978-0-593-69823-5 Our Lake Kang, Angie ES Publishers Weekly: "A quiet, evocative picture book celebrating environmental stewardship, seasonal changes, and serene outdoor moments."

School Library Journal:

"Kang’s lush, atmospheric illustrations invite readers into a meditative appreciation of nature and community."

978-1-546-12611-9 Sleepless Korman, Gordon ES

Kirkus Reviews:

"Korman’s signature blend of high-concept premise, sharp humor, and fast-paced action keeps the pages turning at a breakneck speed."Booklist: "A thrilling, wildly entertaining novel that explores the hilarious and chaotic consequences of an extraordinary medical anomaly."

978-0-593-48558-3 When Tomorrow Burns Keller, Tae MS

Publishers Weekly (Starred Review):

"Keller weaves magical realism and real-world emotional weight with haunting beauty, delivering a profound story on healing and transformation."Kirkus Reviews (Starred Review): "Masterfully written and tenderly observed, this novel confirms Keller's status as one of middle-grade fiction's most gifted voices."

978-0-06-236431-9 Stubby Mallery, Sydra ES
School Library Journal:
"An affectionate and engaging picture book biography of WWI's most decorated war dog, balancing history and heart with ease."Booklist: "Delightful illustrations and crisp prose bring Sgt. Stubby's heroic journey to life for young animal lovers."

979-8-88160-243-7 Big Nate Curse of the Puffy Shorts Peirce, Lincoln ES Next In Series Kirkus Reviews: "Peirce keeps the laughs coming with sharp middle-school humor, instantly recognizable slapstick, and endless charm."

Publishers Weekly:

"Big Nate fans will welcome this hilarious new installment full of suburban mishaps, school rivalries, and comic perfection."
978-0-316-51068-4 Catstronauts: Module Mayhem Brockington, Drew ES Next In Series School Library Journal: "Brockington’s feline space explorers return in another pun-filled, action-packed graphic novel adventure that readers will devour."Booklist: "Clever visual jokes, endearing characters, and high-stakes feline sci-fi make this series a reliable crowd-pleaser."

978-1-546-13928-7 Diary of a Pug: Pug Goes to Hollywood May, Kyla ES Next In Series Publishers Weekly: "Bright illustrations, high-frequency vocabulary, and adorable dog antics make this series ideal for emerging chapter book readers."

School Library Journal:

"Fast-paced and fun, May's colorful, formatted layout offers great support for newly independent readers who love pets."
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978-1-546-13925-6 Diary of a Pug: Pug's Cupcake May, Kyla ES Next In Series Publishers Weekly: "Bright illustrations, high-frequency vocabulary, and adorable dog antics make this series ideal for emerging chapter book readers."

School Library Journal:

"Fast-paced and fun, May's colorful, formatted layout offers great support for newly independent readers who love pets."

978-1-546-13775-7 I Survived the Bombing of Pearl Harbor, 1941 Tarshis, Lauren ES Next In Series Kirkus Reviews: "Tarshis seamlessly combines historical facts with dramatic personal stakes, making a milestone moment in history feel vivid and real."

School Library Journal:

"An accessible, fast-paced entry in the hugely popular historical fiction series that balances action with historical sensitivity."

978-1-250-35791-5 Investigators Weather or Not Green, John Patrick ES Next In Series Publishers Weekly: "Green’s pun-packed graphic novel series stays fresh and delightfully silly with relentless sight gags and snappy storytelling."

Booklist:

"A colorful, laugh-out-loud detective adventure that keeps young readers engaged with goofy gadgets and clever mystery plots."
978-0-593-64572-7 Junie B. Jones and Some Sneaky Peeky Spying Park, Barbara and Venable, Colleen AfES Next In Series Kirkus Reviews: "Venable's adaptation retains Junie B.'s iconic voice while infusing the classic stories with kinetic, modern graphic novel energy."School Library Journal: "A visual treat that introduces Barbara Park's beloved, feisty heroine to a new generation of graphic novel enthusiasts."
978-0-593-64569-7 Junie B. Jones and Her Big Fat Mouth Venable, Colleen Af and Park, BarbaraES Next In Series Kirkus Reviews: "Venable's adaptation retains Junie B.'s iconic voice while infusing the classic stories with kinetic, modern graphic novel energy."School Library Journal: "A visual treat that introduces Barbara Park's beloved, feisty heroine to a new generation of graphic novel enthusiasts."
978-0-593-57044-9 Katie the CatSitter: Villan Con Venable, Colleen Af ES Next In Series Publishers Weekly: "Venable and team hit all the right notes with witty commentary on superhero tropes, feline antics, and realistic middle-school friendships."

978-1-420-53457-3 Misfits: A Sea Monster Conundrum Yee, Lisa ES Next In Series Kirkus Reviews: "Yee delivers a whimsical, delightfully odd mystery filled with unique boarding school personalities, humor, and sea monster secrets."

School Library Journal:

"A charming middle-grade mystery featuring eccentric characters, fast pacing, and an engaging storyline about finding your squad."

978-1-546-13554-8 Babysitters Club: Dawn On the Coast Nopra, Arley ES Next In Series

Publishers Weekly:

"Nopra’s expressive adaptation faithfully captures Dawn's emotional journey between California and Stoneybrook with visual warmth."
978-1-546-19935-9 DogMan: A Sprinkle in Time Pilkey, Dav ES Next In Series Kirkus Reviews (Starred Review): "Pilkey’s irrepressible humor, visual creativity, and heartwarming messages about empathy and growth make this another absolute triumph."Publishers Weekly (Starred Review): "Packed with time-travel mischief, poignant life lessons, and trademark Flip-O-Ramas, Dog Man delivers big laughs and genuine emotion."
978-0-8075-0562-5 Bats Beneath the Bridge Nolan, Janet ES Topaz Award K-2 Kirkus Reviews Texans learn to love the bats that roost under the Congress Avenue Bridge.When a bridge in Austin was renovated in the 1980s, the crevices beneath it became the perfect home for Mexican free-tailed bats, which moved in by the hundreds of thousands. Their human neighbors didn’t welcome themâ��until a bat biologist, Dr. Merlin Tuttle, explained how beneficial the bats were to the environment; they ate insect pests, which meant farmers didn’t have to rely so heavily on pesticides. Now locals and tourists alike come to watch the bats fly out from their daytime roosts under the bridge each evening. Nolan smoothly tells this story for a young audience, weaving in information about bat behaviors such as echolocation. Her straightforward narrative is set on colorful full-bleed spreads of mixed-media illustrations. The enthusiastic bat watchers pictured are a diverse group, and the bats are engaging; many have kittenlike faces. The text seems long for a read-aloud, but the pictures will show well, and the subject will be of interest to the intended audience, who may not have encountered bats in their own lives but will probably have formed some opinions about them. The backmatter adds some bat facts, but for readers who want more, Gail Gibbons’ updated Bats (2019) will fit the bill.Appropriately celebrates an urban natural wonder. (foreword by Dr. Merlin Tuttle, history of the Congress Avenue Bridge bats, bat facts, glossary) (Informational picture book. 4-8)
978-1-525-31294-6 I'm Longer Than You: An Epic Contest of Measurement Fisher, Carolyn ES Topaz Award K-2 Kirkus Reviews With a free lunch on the line, Supersaurus and Blue Whale submit to being measured by Inchworm to see who’s longerUnsurprisingly, complications ensue. No sooner does Inchworm finish laboriously spanning Supersaurus than the time comes for the invertebrate to go off and change into a moth. Centipede arrives to measure Blue Whale, but the newcomer delivers a result in metric units rather than Inchworm’s customary ones. So how to tell who’s the longer monster? Enter Dragonfly, standing in for the author to propose a solution: â��You can change inches to centimeters WITH MATH!â�� Going for maximum volume in both the dialogue and the exuberantly drawn art, Fisher concocts a rollicking lesson in using units of measure. Having led the clueless leviathans through the simple calculations to reconcile the results (cleverly beginning with figures that allow the answer to come out in whole numbers), Fisher leaves the giants behind to squabble over whether their pizza should be topped with ferns or krill. The author goes on to introduce each member of the cast by nameâ��and, of course, lengthâ��and to expand on the metric and customary systems while introducing some outliers like the â��zeptosecondâ�� and â��barleycorn.â��Fun beyond measure.(Informational picture book. 6-8)
978-0-8479-1383-1 This is my Brain! A Book on Neurodiversity Gravel, Elise ES Topaz Award K-2 ALA Booklist (9/1/24) Though all brains look "like big, jellyish, squishy wads of chewing gum," each one is unique d with a friendly "Hey!" from an anthropomorphic brain, we're off to learn more! With her trademark conversational text and minimalist cartoons of colorful, monster-like beings, Gravel explains the basics of how brains work and celebrates their differences. Giggle-worthy speech bubbles (familiar to fans of Gravel's Disgusting Critters series) demonstrate that brains direct us not only to "run!" and "count to 3," but also to "say hi to Grandma!" and "fart!" Though no diagnoses are named, readers may recognize themselves and others in the characters who use wheelchairs, learn at different speeds, are "very sad these days," or find that "loud music makes [them] feel AWFUL!" Kid-friendly text explains the challenge and importance of respecting all kinds of brains, and describes how to care for our physical brains (eat right, sleep) as well as their less tangible aspects (talk about your feelings). Readers just becoming aware of and curious about their (and others') brains will embrace this approachable, upbeat introduction.Kirkus Reviews An affirmation that brains have plenty of important jobs and, often, different ways of doing themRightly noting that all brains â��look pretty much the same,â�� Gravel keeps things simple, both conceptually and in her cartoon images of a pink lump resembling a â��squishy [wad] of chewing gumâ�� and kitted out with googly eyes. Brains, her cerebral narrator proclaims, have many â��superpowers,â�� from thinking and feeling to collecting information and telling us what to do. While the brains of neurodiverse and neurotypical people may physically look similar, Gravel notes that we may learn at different speeds or in different ways; some may need help from a friend. Some of us may act or feel differently (â��all our feelings are valid,â�� Gravel stresses), and sometimes those differences can be confusing to us or others. Still, if all brains were the same, the world would be â��very boring.â�� Therefore, the author/illustrator concludes, we can keep our brains happy and healthy by taking proper care of our bodies and talking about our feelings. The potato-shaped bodies in the illustrations come in a variety of sizes and colors; some wear eyeglasses or sunglasses of different styles, and one figure uses a wheelchair.A simple, wholesome message, focused more on reassurance than categorization.(Picture book. 5-7)
978-1-682-63733-3 Mighty: The Story of an Oak Tree Ecosystem Cole, Henry ES Topaz Award 3-5 School Library Journal Starred Review. From 01/17/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. PreS-Gr 3 —Cole takes readers on a gentle journey via this beautifully illustrated guide to a mighty oak tree's life. He begins with where this life starts: a blue jay dropping an acorn on the forest floor. Readers follow the tree from acorn to sapling to trunk for over two centuries. As the tree grows taller and stronger, readers see the different animals that live in it over the years and the seasons it survives. Eventually, people create homes around the tree until it becomes a special part of a small town; it is a tree for all. Incredibly detailed illustrations were created using Micron pens on Bristol paper, all in black and white. At the end of the book, Cole includes small glimpses of "How to Build an Ecosystem" and "Forest Habitat Layers." Throughout the text there are larger vocabulary words introduced, making this a title for more advanced readers; it also works for the nature-obsessed child who already has a working knowledge of trees and natural life. VERDICT A storylike text, with tender turns and intricately laced drawings, this is the best of nature writing.—Kerri L. WilliamsALA Booklist (2/1/25) This light account follows an acorn over the course of 200 years, from its chance planting in a forest through its budding life as a seedling, then sapling, then full-grown tree. Cole's intricately detailed pencil drawings fill every spread with dense foliage, populated by a wide variety of wildlife. Every element receives the same weight on the page, resulting in a lack of contrast that may make visual differentiation difficult but also drives home the idea of deep interconnection between all the elements of such a habitat. Basic scientific concepts such as germination and camouflage are introduced contextually in the brief, easygoing text, as readers see how the tree supports other forms of life by providing shade and shelter. It culminates with the oak, now a sprawling giant, serving as a centerpiece of a human settlement evolution of the forest ecosystem that it supports in a new way. A concluding double-spread lays out the ingredients of an ecosystem, covering producers, consumers, nutrients, and community. In so many ways, this book shows how "the tree is home."
978-0-500-65384-5 The Secret World of Spiderwebs Beccaloni, Jan ES Topaz Award 3-5 ALA Booklist. Rather than a guide to spider identification, this stylized offering from arachnid expert Beccaloni centers on 13 types of webs and the spiders that make them. Boldly colored backgrounds give prominence to detailed web designs stretched across double-page spreads. A few paragraphs of text describe each spider and its habitat, the function of its particular design, and what it hopes to catch. For instance, the redback spider in Australia builds a messy, tangled cobweb near a floor, which is ideal for catching crawling insects, while the dancing white lady spider in Africa's Namib Desert burrows under sand to make its home and a trapdoor web. Occasionally, readers must turn the book on its side to learn about vertical webs, such as the ladder spider's aptly named ladder web, which stretches up a tree in order to trap moths. Extensive back matter offers fascinating facts, including spider anatomy, a step-by-step guide to building an orb web, details on how spiders spin silk, information on different kinds of spider silk, and a brief guide to the featured spiders. Captivating indeed.Kirkus Reviews. Discover a world of web-weaversThis intriguing title introduces 20 different spiders from around the world via the webs they weave, describing the spiders, their silk, and the ways they make and use 13 different styles of webs. Arachnid expert Beccaloni’s topically organized presentation goes beyond the familiar world of orb-weavers to introduce a variety of web shapes and purposes. For the most part, each page or spread shows a different web and a different kind of spider. Some webs have decorations. Some use a kind of silk that is woolly. Some silk is stretchy; much, but not all, is sticky. Many webs are traps, but the book also includes descriptions of webs designed mainly to conceal or support the waiting spider, one that provides a stable barrier against sand, and one that dangles fishing lines. Each web is described in two to four short, informative paragraphs. Most of the web-makers are identified with both Latin and common names in these descriptions. Niumim’s gouache illustrations show the intricacies of each of the webs and the beauty of their spider creators. The varying background details and colors provide a sense of the worlds they inhabit, be it a cave, a desert, a forest, or your own backyard. The volume concludes with tips for spotting the spiders shown and a short list of sources for further research.For arachnid appreciators of any age. (Index, sources)(Nonfiction. 8-12)
978-1-662-68053-3 Tomatoes on Trial: The Fruit v. Vegatable Showdown Metcalf, Lindsey ES Topaz Award 3-5 ALA Booklist (6/1/25) Are tomatoes fruits, or are they vegetables? Chronicling a produce importer's nineteenth-century lawsuit that went all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court d that's now freshly topical since the case hinged on recently imposed tariffs tcalf leverages an amusingly told historical "FOOD FIGHT!" into a model for conducting formal debates of any sort. Inviting readers to analyze the arguments of "Team Fruit" and "Team Vegetable," she draws on multiple original and modern information sources to present evidence supporting both sides of the question. The author admits to falling into the latter camp but, along with a set of general tomato facts, offers in the back matter rival rosters of states and countries as evidence that the controversy is far from settled settleable. Fotheringham catches the tongue-in-cheek tone of the narrative with whimsical portraits of stiffly posed period contestants with bristly facial hair and cutaway views of produce thrown down as examples and counterexamples. Fruitful reading.Kirkus Reviews (4/1/25) An 1893 Supreme Court case established whether a tomato was a fruit or a vegetableIn 1886, Jon Nix, â��the produce king of New York,â�� thought he’d get rich selling tomatoes from Bermuda until a New York Custom House collector demanded a 10% vegetable tax when his goods arrived at the port. Nix argued that tomatoes were fruits (they have seeds and grow from flowers) and therefore weren’t taxable. The collector wasn’t convinced, and Nix had to pay, so he went to court, hoping to change the lawâ��in particular, the Tariff Act of 1883, which taxed goods from other countries that attempted to compete with homegrown items. Metcalf humorously introduces the legal process, describing the proceedings as a â��food fightâ��â��a showdown between lawyers on â��team vegetableâ�� (the defendants) and â��team fruitâ�� (the plaintiffs). Evidence and rebuttals abound, drolly illustrated by Fotheringham in blotted line and color wash. Playful typefaces for onomatopoeia (â��SQUISH!â�� â��WHOMP!â��) add emphasis as the major figures seek answers to vexing questions: â��What makes edibles vegetable?â�� Do people eat tomatoes as a meal or a dessert? Metcalf overdoes the food-based puns but includes excellent backmatter to help young debaters learn to develop an argument.An entertaining, lucid look at the judicial process. (information on the vocabulary used, author’s note, archival photographs, further facts about tomatoes, sources, picture credits)(Informational picture book. 7-10)
978-1-546-19935-9 DogMan: A Sprinkle in Time Pilkey, Dav ES Next In Series Kirkus Reviews (Starred Review): "Pilkey’s irrepressible humor, visual creativity, and heartwarming messages about empathy and growth make this another absolute triumph."Publishers Weekly (Starred Review): "Packed with time-travel mischief, poignant life lessons, and trademark Flip-O-Ramas, Dog Man delivers big laughs and genuine emotion."

978-0-06-332463-3 Just One Gift Linda Sue Park ES/MS

Booklist starred (April 1, 2026 (Vol. 122, No. 15))
Grades 3-7. Ms. Chang assigns her language arts students an intriguing task prompted by drawing slips of paper from a hat stating Family, Friends, or ?—referring to people in the students’ personal circles, with ? being someone who is neither family nor friend (teacher, preacher, babysitter, etc.). The challenge begins: “If you could give someone special in your life just one gift, who would you choose, and what would it be?” It cannot be monetary or fantastical and must be something they have never asked for, to promote critical thinking. Park’s story in verse is told via modified linked poems inspired by the Korean sijo poetry form. The diverse representation of characters lends itself to the variety of both tangible and intangible gift ideas, from a restaurant for Abuela to cook Honduran food in, drawing lessons for a brother, a cure for diabetes for mom, plane tickets for a teacher to visit their grandchild in Nepal, and more. The voices of the students are reflective, appreciative, and empathetic—as are their interactions with one another. This standalone companion to The One Thing You’d Save (2021) bursts with so much heart and community packed into 80 pages and is a wonderful, ready-made lesson for middle grades. Illustrations not available at time of review.Kirkus Reviews (March 15, 2026)

A class of kids consider their communities. In Park and Sae-Heng’s The One Thing You’d Save (2021), Ms. Chang’s students pondered what they might rescue from a burning house. The children are back with a new assignment and fresh opportunities for contemplation. The title reveals the game again: Granted the opportunity to give a gift of any size or value to someone, who might you choose, and what would you give? Some kids go simple—a signed baseball or a gaming system for a friend—while others consider their recipients’ special talents, like a restaurant where an abuela can share her delicious Honduran baleadas with the world. Many kids’ responses display an acute understanding of the challenges facing the adults in their lives—imagining a comfy chair for an exhausted building super or plane tickets for school staff who can’t afford to visit family abroad. Sae-Heng’s quiet, evocative images of both grief and gifts imbue meaning in scenes as small as a lost sibling’s photo and as sweepingly grand as the Himalayas. Subtly following the concept of sijo—a Korean three-line syllabic verse form—Park’s novel gives youthfully meandering thoughts structure while still allowing them to flow freely. Names and other details suggest a diverse student body; some of the gifts chosen gesture toward economic diversity as well. A well-paced, insightful exercise in observation and empathy. (Verse fiction. 8-12)

978-1-53623-507-4 Fourteen ways of looking at jellyfish Weatherford, Carole Boston ES
Booklist starred (April 1, 2026 (Vol. 122, No. 15))
Grades 1-3. Meet the Medusozoa! “How can a creature exist / without a brain, heart, blood, or bones?” In an obvious nod to Wallace Stevens’ “Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Blackbird,” Weatherford offers, mostly in free verse, a set of numbered invitations to marvel at these weird, graceful floaters. Beginning with a haiku-like description of a cluster of small jellies in a brackish creek, she goes on to tally some of jellyfish’s many common and scientific names, their wide range of sizes and shapes, their immense antiquity, and their characteristic physical features. The closing poem leads readers to “glimpse eternity” in how a tiny Turritopsis jelly responds to injuries by reverting to previous life stages until it becomes a polyp again, then starting its life cycle anew—thus being functionally immortal. Other types can sport deadly defense mechanisms: “And jellies kill more humans than sharks do.” That’s not the only reason not to get too close, though: “One mouth serves two purposes: / eating food and expelling poop. / Before you kiss a jellyfish, think twice.” With typical virtuosity, Ibatoulline gives each poem’s illustration a different look, ranging from melodramatic pop art to dreamy surrealism, from isolated specimens drawn in clinical detail to a tumultuous Japanese woodblock–style fantasy. Young audiences will be as captivated by the visual dialogue as by the poet’s informative, whimsical, wondering reflections.

Kirkus Reviews starred (January 15, 2026)
This inspiring meditation on ancient ocean dwellers combines scientific rigor with poetic wonder. Weatherford’s 14 lyrical verses illuminate jellyfish from multiple angles—biological, mythological, historical—transforming facts into language that pulses with rhythm. The text moves fluidly between dramatic declarations and quiet observations, mirroring the jellies’ own graceful movements. Readers learn that these brainless, spineless marvels predate dinosaurs by eons, that certain species glow with bioluminescence, and that some carry lethal venom while others drift harmlessly. Ibatoulline’s extraordinary mixed-media illustrations shift styles throughout, showcasing the book’s remarkable range. Luminous blue spreads capture jellies suspended in water, their translucent forms popping against the deep ocean darkness, the cool colors and vertical lines creating serene, hypnotic movement. Pages that look as though they’re from a scientific notebook filled with detailed anatomical sketches ground the work in natural history. Graphic panels depicting a jellyfish stinging a young diver use sharp diagonals and bold typography to convey danger and urgency. A scene of silhouetted figures observing aquarium tanks relies on negative space and scale, underscoring the beauty and awe of this “slow-motion water ballet.” The seamless integration of varied artistic approaches—from naturalistic painting to technical illustration—makes each spread feel distinct yet cohesive; this thought-provoking marriage of art and science celebrates both knowledge and mystery. An imaginative triumph as mesmerizing as the creatures it portrays. (bibliography, websites) (Informational picture book/poetry. 6-8)

978-0-06-236431-9 Stubby : a pencil's journey Mallery, Sydra ES
Kirkus Reviews (April 15, 2026)
A pencil’s origin story, as told by itself. “You aren’t going to believe this, but when I was little, I was actually very big.” So begins the autobiography of Stubby, a cedar tree–turned–short yellow pencil who has googly eyes, a couple of teeth, and a good feel for storytelling (“It all started in a forest”). Mallery’s offering is more than an educational book that plays like an adventure story (one machine “cut me from my roots”; another “skimmed off my branches”). After Stubby winds up in a classroom, having been purchased from a store as part of a boxed-pencil 10-pack, the book becomes one writing implement’s improbably affecting search for a permanent user. Stubby weathers much classroom drama (“I rolled under Felix Johnson’s desk”; “Cherry snatched me and sharpened me”) until the pencil finally finds a child who is loyal. Hare’s digitally futzed-with art—originally created with, yes, a pencil—features tidy lines and a cheery palette dominated by blues, greens, and yellows. The illustrator effectively relies on panels to instill order in a book that covers a lot of ground. Young readers will likely pore over a two-page spread that shows Stubby going through a transformation at a pencil factory (“Look out! More glue!”), and the final page contains a twist unlikely to be foreseen by readers of any age. Human characters vary in skin tone. Richer and more moving than a story narrated by a pencil has a right to be. (Picture book. 4-8)

School Library Journal (April 1, 2026)
Gr 1-3-Stubby's journey begins as a giant cedar tree in the forest, feeding berries to bunnies and mice, and serving as a home for birds and bugs. Though he is big, his world is small as he never gets to go anywhere, until one day he is harvested, and his journey to become a pencil begins. Readers are led step by step through the process of becoming a pencil; first at the pencil factory, with details including the addition of his eraser before he and his nine new friends in his box go to a store and wait to be chosen. Stubby's name on his pencil, his toothy grin (with two teeth) and big eyes give him personality. Stubby tries to look as yellow and useful as possible, and he gets chosen by the sparkly unicorn nail polished-clad hands of Barbara Ann Brown, and his life commences at school and the classroom. Stubby's adventures continue as he falls under the desk, and various students pick him up, using him in some unfortunate ways, and sharpening him so much he worries he will disappear. One day he is "found," seen for who he really is, given his name, and is finally understood. Hare's full-color, cartoonlike illustrations with facial expressions give Stubby a personality readers will root for. Sequential art panels add a graphic novel component that young comic fans will enjoy. VERDICT As Stubby's life comes full circle, from his start in the pencil factory to becoming the author of the book. Readers will appreciate his trials and tribulations and may just treat their own pencils with a little more care.-Michele Shaw © Copyright 2026. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

978-1-54612-611-9 Sleepless Gordan Korman ES/MS
Kirkus Reviews (May 1, 2026)
Mickey Prima looks like any other average 12-year-old in suburban Shagbark, but he’s got a secret: He doesn’t sleep. A chance encounter while walking his dog at 3 a.m. leads Mickey to discover he’s not alone. He, self-proclaimed overachiever Skye Berenger, inventor Cyrus Teitelbaum, social media content creator Levi Mackenzie, and singer Thea Davidson become fast friends when they discover they’re all sleepless. They set out to solve the mystery of why this is, and along the way, they learn that there’s something else they all have in common. The story unfolds through the rotating first-person perspectives of Mickey and his friends, each offering their own glimpse into the pros and cons of their wakeful nighttime state, which allows them extra time to pursue their passions. Korman keeps the narrators’ concerns grounded in the sensibilities of middle-grade audiences, from wondering if they’d want to go back to being ordinary and worrying about what would happen if their parents discover they’ve been covering up their nocturnal activities, to deeper questions, like: Does success really count if you have an unfair advantage over everyone else? Short chapters keep the story moving quickly, and readers will find themselves wrestling with the same questions regarding the ethics surrounding staying sleepless that the cast members do. This accessible story will appeal to Korman’s many existing fans as well as readers looking for a quick, thought-provoking read. Most central characters read white, and Skye has dark skin. Creative and appealing, with plenty to ponder. (Fiction. 9-13)

School Library Journal Xpress starred (April 3, 2026)
Gr 4-6-When five seventh graders find that their bodies no longer require sleep, they struggle with questions and possibilities. Unbeknownst to the kids, and their parents, the doctor they all see has injected them with a serum they thought was for allergies. Instead, they're awake every night, all night. Cyrus uses this newfound time to refine his inventions. Mickey trains for and makes the football team. Thea lands the lead role in the school musical. Levi gains tens of thousands of social media followers. Skye is even more of an overachiever than usual. The kids keep their sleepless nights a secret from everyone-they're enjoying the fruits of their labors-until they finally cross paths and realize something is deeply wrong. They confront the doctor who admits he's experimented on them without their consent but insists his serum is a gift to the world. The plot shifts into a mystery-adventure gear when the doctor disappears and the group works to track him down. Some of the kids want to continue taking his serum and make the most of their non-sleeping hours. Told in Korman's signature alternating first-person point of view and with rapid-fire dialogue, the novel's pace builds briskly to a climax in which Cyrus asks his friends a big question: "Yeah, I'm being productive, but so what? Is that the only thing time is for?" VERDICT Korman has no equal in addressing timely, thought-provoking issues through stories that engage readers from page one. A first purchase.-Marybeth Kozikowski © Copyright 2026. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

978-1-464-26710-9 The Academy Layton, T. Z. ES/MS 1st in SERIES
School Library Journal
From 10/03/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 4–6 —Twelve-year-old Leo Doyle is stunned when he's invited to the London Dragons' elite summer camp. During the four-week program, over 200 players are competing for just 11 spots in the club's youth development program, The Academy. Leo's flashy dribbling may turn heads, but it won't be enough to secure a spot, especially against top-tier competition. With hard work, focused training, and support from unlikely allies, Leo begins to learn that teamwork and technique, not just talent, are what elevate a player to greatness. This fast-paced, action-packed title is just the beginning of a promising series for soccer fans. Capturing the heart-racing energy of the pitch, readers will feel every slide tackle, goal, and dramatic showdown. The soccer action is described with precision and clarity, while Leo's modest personal growth adds just enough emotional depth to make readers care about more than just his footwork. Though non-soccer elements and side characters can feel underdeveloped, fans of the sport won't mind. In a field lacking strong middle grade soccer fiction, this one delivers. VERDICT A solid purchase for soccer players and fans who are looking for middle grade books about their favorite game.—Louie Lauer

Kirkus Reviews
Challenges on and off the field await a 12-year-old Ohio boy who’s unexpectedly invited to attend an exclusive soccer camp in EnglandLeo K. Doyle may be a star forward on his YMCA league team, but after accepting a surprising invitation from a roving scout to attend a month of highly competitive tryouts for a Premier League youth development program, he finds himself far from home and, at best, in the middle of the pack. At the London Dragons camp, Leo, who’s cued as biracial, with a white dad and brown-skinned mom, makes friends with fellow players from around the world. He also wins an anti-American bully’s grudging respect and even helps his 19-year-old coach with a sweet gesture of apology for his girlfriend. But from the outset, the focus is on â��the Beautiful Game.â�� Without letting up on the breathless pace for a moment, Layton packs Leo’s narrative with clear descriptions of skills and techniques both basic and advanced, sapient coaching, game strategies, and intangibles (such as team chemistry) that ultimately come together to set Leo apart from his bigger, faster, stronger rivals. Following a series of hard-fought elimination matches culminating in a high-stakes final in the big stadium under the eyes of the godlike professional team, Leo flies home in time for a dizzying final twist that sets up the sequel to this first entry in Layton’s popular British series.A page-turner for soccer-mad readers, whether fans or players.(Fiction. 8-13)

978-1-464-26714-7 The Journey Continues Layton, T. Z. ES/MS SEQUEL TO THE ACADEMY.   Annotation: Leo K. Doyle, a small-town kid from Ohio, has beaten the odds and made the roster of a Premier League youth squad. But he isn't even a starter, and the team is terrible! As Leo juggles pressure from his team, schoolwork, and (lack of) friends, he cannot help but feel like he is worlds away from home and all that he knows. Will he be able to score a starting spot on the world's biggest soccer stage or has he missed his shot entirely?
978-1-464-26718-5 Tournament of Champions Layton, T. Z. ES/MS 3RD IN SERIES: Now a New York Times bestselling series, perfect for summer reading! Leo tries to lead his team to glory in some of the most exciting, high-stakes soccer in the world! Last season, Leo and his teammates saved the Lewisham Knights by avoiding a last-place finish in the U14 Premier League. Their future looks bright--until they learn the adult Knights have dropped down to the second division, again putting the future of the U14s in jeopardy. All might not be lost. The team owner has entered the U14s in the Tournament of Champions, which takes place over the summer. Leo and his teammates will pack their bags and travel across Europe to play against some of the top youth teams in the world. But the tournament isn't just for pride and a trophy. Something else is at stake: a loophole that allows the winner of the tournament to stay in the youth Premier League. The competition will be fiercer than ever. No one is giving the Knights a chance to win. As if the tourney wasn't enough to deal with, someone is trying to sabotage the team, and the Knights have a new star player with a serious attitude problem. The mountain to climb has never seemed so high. Can Leo find a way to pull his team together and have a fighting chance in the Tournament of Champions? The inspiring, action-packed third book in The Academy series is perfect for young readers 7-13 and for sports fans of all ages. Keep score with the other books in The Academy series: The Academy The Academy II: The Journey Continues The Academy IV: Title Fight The Academy V: Cup of Nations
978-1-464-26722-2 Title Fight Layton, T. Z. ES/MS 4TH IN SERIES: Annotation...When twelve new teammates join the Knights, thirteen-year-old Leo forms a rivalry with another player who seems determined to take his position, risking a serious injury and the fate of the entire season.
978-1-464-26829-8 Cup of Nations Layton, T. Z. ES/MS 5TH IN SERIES: Now a New York Times bestselling series, perfect for summer reading! Leo has become a star in the Youth Premier League and one of the brightest young soccer players in the world. But he faces his greatest challenge yet when he joins his junior national team and tries to lead an underdog soccer squad from the United States to victory in the greatest tournament of all for his age group: the U15 Cup of Nations. Unlike the Lewisham Knights, Leo's national team doesn't have a roster full of Premier League talent. Plus the team has terrible chemistry and very little time to improve. The stakes have never been higher. The United States is the host nation, and the pressure is on to make a good showing. Will Leo and his team flame out in the group stage and disappoint their country? Or can Leo become a true leader and bring his team together? The inspiring, action-packed fifth book in The Academy series is perfect for young readers 7-13 and sports fans of all ages. Keep score with the other books in The Academy series: The Academy The Academy II: The Journey Continues The Academy III: Tournament of Champions The Academy IV: Title Fight
978-1-464-26833-5 Rise of the Scorpions Layton, T. Z. ES/MS 6TH IN SERIES: Annotation...Will Leo get any playing time? Can he work his way into a starting lineup filled with older, bigger, and more experienced players? Unfortunately, the move to a new division might be the easy part. There's a new contender in the Youth Prem-the Southwark F.C. Scorpions-who have a roster full of superstars that play to win at any cost. They're the dirtiest, roughest team Leo has ever faced, led by an old enemy who cheats at every turn. Meeting a pretty girl. An intense race for the title. Dealing with a tragedy that threatens to ruin the whole season. Whew. Playing at the highest level is never easy,

978-1-665-96114-1 Yarn Is Everything! Aaron Reynolds ES
ALA Booklist (6/1/26)
Reynolds and Brown craft another eerie story for their Jasper Rabbit's Creepy Tales! series, guaranteed to hook readers. Winona Mole has a passion for crocheting, but her talent isn't yet at the level seen on her favorite TV show, Yarn Is Everything! Following the model of Is It Cake?, this competition show challenges contestants to crochet replicas of objects (e.g., a hamburger, a soccer cleat) so perfectly that the two items are indistinguishable. It isn't until Winona brings home a new, possibly ensorcelled, hook from the Museum of Woolen Arts and Yarn Stitchery that her skills skyrocket. Glowing electric blue in the otherwise grayscale illustrations, this hook gives Winona the edge she needs to secure a place on her beloved show. But, as the story puts to its readers, at what cost? As Winona's passion morphs into obsession (or is it possession?), Brown gleefully stitches humor into the illustrations, often showing Winona's parents being tricked by her elaborate yarn creations. The cautionary ending expertly raises the story's ridiculousness to new heights while still retaining a strand of moral fiber.

Kirkus Reviews
Obsession claims an unlikely victim when a young mole gives absolutely everything for a chance at glitz and gloryNine-year-old Winona Mole is passionate about crocheting. Her favorite television program is anIs It Cake?â��like show calledYarn Is Everything!, in which contestants create realistic replicas of objects through stitch alone. After a trip to a woolen arts museum, Winona sees the mysterious Spirit Hook, rumored to bestow powers â��upon those willing to pay the price.â�� Later, Winona finds a seeming replica of that same crochet hook in her bag. Suddenly, her skills accelerate fantastically. Yet when she gets a chance to compete onYarn Is Everything!, what starts as a passion turns into something darker. Reynolds walks that thin line between kid-appropriate and chilling with an aplomb worthy of hisTwilight Zone influences. Winona’s descent into unhealthy fixation is matched by Brown’s telltale yarn fragments, trailing eerily from objects that shouldnot be yarn-based. Crafters may find it odd that Reynolds opted for crocheting, not the more common knitting, as Winona’s métier. Even so, this lends the usual homey arts an effective creepiness, even as the increasing ridiculousness of the crocheted objects makes it sublimely silly as well.Fiber artists beware! Unnerving artistry and reality TV mix and meld in this fantastic cautionary tale.(Chapter book. 6-9)

978-1-665-99076-9 The Case of Old MacDonald and His Farm Mark Teague ES
Kirkus Reviews
There are strange doings at Old MacDonald’s farm, so animal control comes to investigateBrown-skinned Officer Busby starts with an inquiry about a rabbit. â��Little fellow in a blue coat?â�� Knowledgeable readers will recognize that suspect as Peter Rabbit, but that’s the wrong farm, as pale-skinned Old MacDonald, clad in overalls and a straw hat, points out. No, the criminal activity here is far worse. The cabbages have painted faces, corn’s been dumped in the pond, and â��pizzas keep getting delivered to my goatsâ�� (â��They love the boxesâ��). Someone’s drawn mustaches on the cows, the chickens are wearing funny hats, and the horses have zebra stripes. Bits of the usual refrain (â��a moo-moo here, a moo-moo thereâ��) show up in the dialogue, but Busby is all business. She knows a gang of â��sillyâ�� creatures, which include a skunk, an armadillo, a porcupine, and a toad, frequenters of novelty shops where they buy their practical jokes. The officer also gives Old MacDonald bad news. Not only will the gang attack annually on April Fools’ Day, the day of the story’s events, but they’ll be back with more surprises on the nation’s birthday. Cleverly riffing on the popular children’s song and also giving the story wryly humorousLaw & Order vibes, Teague’s text will work well as a read-aloud for group and one-on-one sharing alike. Colorful acrylic illustrations are amusingly exaggerated, especially the expressions on the human characters.Here a ha ha, there a ha haâ��this one’s bound to elicit chuckles.(Picture book. 4-8)

Publishers Weekly
Moove over, Law and Order—a daffy prank spree is unfolding at the Old MacDonald farm in this barn burner of a mystery spoof. Creatures unknown have left no corner of the farm untouched, painting smiley faces on all the cabbages, corn-bombing the duck pond so it’s transformed into a sea of bobbing feathered tushies, and delivering stacks of pizza to the goats (“Goats don’t even like pizza.” “No, but they love the boxes”). Seen-it-all animal control officer Busby, depicted with brown skin, suspects a mischief-making gang led by Skunk; mug shots of hench-animals Armadillo, Porcupine, and Toad show priors of “hijinks,” “goofiness” and “foolish behavior.” Asked by pale-skinned Old MacDonald if they’re dangerous, Officer Busby responds, “Worse than dangerous.... They’re silly.” Teague (We Are Going to Be Pals!) brings a deadpan quality to acrylic scenes that are here paired with sly song references (“Just as I suspected,” Officer Busby quips. “Everywhere a smell-smell”) and hardboiled dialogue (“Someone made your chickens look foolish. I want to know why”). And while it ultimately appears that crime does pay, even actions-have-consequences hardliners should get a giggle out of this farmyard whodunit. Ages 4–8. (Mar.)

978-1-665-98859-9 Monsters are the Worst Willan, Alex ES
Kirkus Reviews
The Worst! series resumes with Gilbert grudgingly caring for a monsterIn previous books, fussy mint-green goblin Gilbert had to contend with elves, mermaids, and other creatures. This time around, a cute little pink-and-purple monster has made his way into Gilbert’s house. Directly addressing readers, Gilbert opens up about the situation via dialogue bubbles and a chalkboard presentation (e.g., â��He might try to eatmy tacosâ��); the monster proceeds to eat the chalkboard, essentially proving Gilbert’s anti-monster point. Some period of monster-minding agitation later, Gilbert sees a flyer in the woods asking for the monster’s return. To Gilbert’s surprise, doing the right thingâ��relinquishing the creatureâ��is difficult: Gilbert has grown fond of the scamp. There’s something sweet here about how beneath someone’s annoying qualities, there may lie some good ones, but Willan doesn’t stoop to spelling this out. His cartoony digital art, in which the monster and his family resemble Kool-Aidâ��colored plush toys, does a lot of the talking. The book’s best visual gag takes place during one of Gilbert and the monster’s pickle-roast reunions: As the monster, who has gotten larger throughout the course of the book, is pinning a supine Gilbert to the forest floor, the gratified goblin notes that â��he still insists on sitting on my lap.â��Many books into this series, Willan has the funny/adorable/touching balancing act down pat.(Picture book. 4-8)

School Library Journal
PreS-Gr 3— Gilbert the Goblin is back in this hilarious installment in the "The Worst!" series. Gilbert begins by addressing readers directly, informing them that goblins are outdoorsy and are great at reading maps, sculpting shrubs, tree climbing, and pickle roasting. When he arrives home, the cutest monster in the world is eating one of his pickles. Gilbert cannot take care of a monster for many hilarious and ridiculous reasons, ranging from their tendency to chow down on books to attracting gross children who may want to pet him. Over time, Gilbert softens toward the monster, enjoying the lap cuddles and feeling grief when he reunites the monster with his family. Willan offers a fun look at how adorable and cuddly monsters can be, and this text is perfectly suited for young readers who are not ready for a fright. The vivid illustrations and whimsical characters provide an adorable look into the mythical world of caring for a giant baby monster. Through Gilbert's story, the book emphasizes the importance of selflessness for young ones. VERDICT Add this title and the other books in the series to your library for elementary readers.

978-1-665-96114-1 Yarn Is Everything! Reynolds, Aaron ES
ALA Booklist (6/1/26)
Reynolds and Brown craft another eerie story for their Jasper Rabbit's Creepy Tales! series, guaranteed to hook readers. Winona Mole has a passion for crocheting, but her talent isn't yet at the level seen on her favorite TV show, Yarn Is Everything! Following the model of Is It Cake?, this competition show challenges contestants to crochet replicas of objects (e.g., a hamburger, a soccer cleat) so perfectly that the two items are indistinguishable. It isn't until Winona brings home a new, possibly ensorcelled, hook from the Museum of Woolen Arts and Yarn Stitchery that her skills skyrocket. Glowing electric blue in the otherwise grayscale illustrations, this hook gives Winona the edge she needs to secure a place on her beloved show. But, as the story puts to its readers, at what cost? As Winona's passion morphs into obsession (or is it possession?), Brown gleefully stitches humor into the illustrations, often showing Winona's parents being tricked by her elaborate yarn creations. The cautionary ending expertly raises the story's ridiculousness to new heights while still retaining a strand of moral fiber.

Kirkus Reviews
Obsession claims an unlikely victim when a young mole gives absolutely everything for a chance at glitz and gloryNine-year-old Winona Mole is passionate about crocheting. Her favorite television program is anIs It Cake?â��like show calledYarn Is Everything!, in which contestants create realistic replicas of objects through stitch alone. After a trip to a woolen arts museum, Winona sees the mysterious Spirit Hook, rumored to bestow powers â��upon those willing to pay the price.â�� Later, Winona finds a seeming replica of that same crochet hook in her bag. Suddenly, her skills accelerate fantastically. Yet when she gets a chance to compete onYarn Is Everything!, what starts as a passion turns into something darker. Reynolds walks that thin line between kid-appropriate and chilling with an aplomb worthy of hisTwilight Zone influences. Winona’s descent into unhealthy fixation is matched by Brown’s telltale yarn fragments, trailing eerily from objects that shouldnot be yarn-based. Crafters may find it odd that Reynolds opted for crocheting, not the more common knitting, as Winona’s métier. Even so, this lends the usual homey arts an effective creepiness, even as the increasing ridiculousness of the crocheted objects makes it sublimely silly as well.Fiber artists beware! Unnerving artistry and reality TV mix and meld in this fantastic cautionary tale.(Chapter book. 6-9)
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ISBN Title Author ES/MS/HS Notes (if needed) Review #1 Review #2
978-0-593-80990-7; 0-593-80990-4 The Poisoned King Rundell, Katherine MS School Library Journal Gr 6 Up —In this follow-up to Impossible Creatures , Dragons across the Archipelago are mysteriously falling ill, and the small but mighty dragon Jacques finds his way into the human world to enlist the help of Christopher in uncovering the cause. Along the way, they discover Princess Anya who desperately needs their help. Even readers who miss Mal are sure to find brave Anya and her Gaganas inspiring. The return of Nighthand, a fierce berserker, and Irian, a brilliant part-nereid with braided hair and dark skin, adds familiarity and warmth to the plot. Here is a book where the characters are authentically flawed. They each have strengths and weaknesses that are acknowledged with respect. While the challenging vocabulary and abrupt transitions between scenes can feel forced, the expressive prose delivers powerful themes about the dangers of greed and the importance of autonomy. Whimsical black-and-white visual elements, a detailed map, and descriptive bestiary work together to enhance the text, creating an immersive experience. Rundell weaves a fast-paced narrative of revenge, friendship, and love set against a backdrop of beautifully constructed worlds. VERDICT Highly recommended for readers who loved Impossible Creatures and are looking for that gateway back to the mythical Archipelago.—Claire CovingtonHorn Book From November/Decemb Copyright The Horn Book, Inc. © Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. When Christopher Forrester returns to the Glimouria Archipelago, conditions could not be more dire: the ancient, wise dragons are dying, and the dragon Sarkany, on whose back Christopher flew in Impossible Creatures (rev. 9/24), has sent for his help. For Anya, Princess of the Island of Dousha, the tragedy is more immediate: her grandfather the king has been poisoned, her dear father has been accused of the murder, and her uncle Claude's soldiers have been ordered to kill her and make her death look natural. Christopher rescues her, and although their quests turn out to be connected, their troubles seem nearly insurmountable. Into a story rife with mythical beings -- including sphinxes, unicorns, manticores, and crow-like gaganas that are Anya's devoted companions; all rendered in the illustrations with Art Nouveau-esque flair -- Rundell drops passages of almost crystalline beauty. Her strengths in relating her characters' inner lives engage reader sympathies in an iron clasp. Star-crossed lovers the Berserker Nighthand and nereid scientist Irian return, making an unexpected but apt contribution at the wrenchingly emotional climax. Rundell's ability to render the nobility and pathos of the human experience will take readers on a profoundly affecting journey that they will remember long after the book is closed. Anita L. Burkam
1-62010-974-3; 978-1-62010-974-8 Sheets (Sheets Series, Book 1) Thummler, Brenna ES/MS Publishers Weekly (8/13/18) Marjorie Glatt, 13, pulls triple duty in her life. She navigates the cliques and challenges of school, takes care of her brother and deeply depressed father, and runs Glatt-s Laundry, her deceased mother-s business. But her balancing act wavers thanks to two arrivals: Mr. Saubertuck, who is scheming to acquire the laundry-s building for his new spa, and Wendell, a ghost clad in traditional white sheets. Wendell seeks friendship, but he fouls up Marjorie-s work each night, making difficult customers even more unbearable and perhaps necessitating the sale to Saubertuck. To make things right with Marjorie, Wendell may need to reveal himself and the ways of ghosts, which could land him in deeper trouble. With washed-out coloring, many wordless panel sequences of Marjorie alone, and simply drawn facial expressions, the artwork effectively illustrates Marjorie-s sense of isolation. Thummler-s debut graphic novel tempers references to Marjorie-s adult-size responsibilities with a lighter splash of the supernatural to create a smart story about friendship and grit. Ages 9-12. (Aug.)School Library Journal (May 1, 2018) Gr 6 Up-Struggling to cope after the death of her mother, Marjorie has to look after her father, who has depression, and her little brother; attend high school; and run the family laundromat business, where they all live and work. At school, other classmates bully her, and a pushy man is eager to take over the laundromat. And as if this isn't enough, young Wendell, a ghost who is unhappy being dead and surrounded by other spirits, haunts Marjorie and her business. The characters are distinct, and the villain is delightfully vile and self-absorbed. The ghosts, who must wear sheets to be visible, are every bit as sympathetic as the humans. The artwork is charming, and the backgrounds are lovingly detailed, with amusing and often punny elements. The contrast between Marjorie's warm, candy-colored world and Wendell's stark, monochrome Land of Ghosts adds life (and death) and dimension to the story. Panels vary in size, which enriches the narrative. VERDICT This heartfelt, lingering tale of friendship, family, and forgiveness will captivate children and adults alike, especially those who have experienced loss.-Kelley Gile, Cheshire Public Library, CT © Copyright 2018. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
1-63715-289-2; 978-1-63715-289-8 Delicates (Sheets Series, Book 2) Thummler, Brenna ES/MS Booklist (February 1, 2021 (Vol. 117, No. 11)) Grades 6-8. In this sequel to Sheets (2018), summer is coming to a close for Marjorie and Wendell, her ghost friend, but going into eighth grade has Marjorie a little uneasy. She spent all of seventh grade a social outcast, and this year, Tessi and her friends have made it their mission to make Marjorie popular. The eighth grade class also has a repeater student—Eliza, the daughter of a teacher, Mr. Duncan. Eliza is obsessed with photographing a ghost, even as she increasingly feels like one among her peers. Meanwhile, Wendell is feeling rather ignored, and when sneaking out, he often runs into Eliza, who doesn’t recognize him as a ghost. Thummler’s illustrations showcase a pastel palette that nicely evokes the late summer atmosphere. Beautifully drawn environments, full of fine-lined detail and dappled light, make great backdrops to the stylized character designs. This title encapsulates the rockiness of navigating friendships and troubled emotional states of middle school, with a dash of friendly paranormal elements to lighten the mood. Hand to fans of Laura Lee Gulledge's The Dark Matter of Mona Starr (2020).Kirkus Reviews (January 1, 2021) A bullied eighth grader wishes she were a ghost—and then meets real ghosts. In this sequel to Sheets (2018), Marjorie begins eighth grade as part of the popular crowd but is unclear whether she and her crush, Colton, are more than friends. Her family is doing their best to cope with the death of her mom, and Marjorie is helping out more at the family laundromat. The laundromat has a community of ghosts that Marjorie can see, but she keeps them a secret because she doesn’t want to be labeled as weird. When their teacher asks Marjorie and her friends to look after his oldest daughter, Eliza, who is repeating eighth grade, Eliza—a photographer buff with an interest in the paranormal—instead becomes the target of their bullying. Marjorie is a well-developed character, and readers will empathize with her dilemma over whether to speak up for Eliza and risk her own ostracization. The author tackles in an accessible, nuanced way delicate topics like bullying, death, suicide, and feeling lost. Although this volume can be read as a stand-alone, reading the first book will improve comprehension of the story and understanding of the characters—especially where the ghosts are concerned. Marjorie and her friends are White; Colton is brown, Eliza and her family are Black. An original exploration of what it means to be seen and accepted. (Graphic fiction. 10-14)
1-63715-640-5; 978-1-63715-640-7 Lights (Sheets Series, Book 3) Thummler, Brenna ES/MS Next in series Will Eisner Comic Industry Awards, 2024, Nominee, Best Publication for TeensBest Books List: Kids Favorites, 2024 
0-06-309481-9; 978-0-06-309481-9 Shad Hadid and the Alchemists of Alexandria Jreije, George ES/MS Booklist (November 1, 2022 (Vol. 119, No. 5)) Grades 4-7. One day in Portland, Maine, while seeking refuge from bullies behind Halwa Heaven, the local Arab bakery, sixth-grader Shad meets the curious Kahem, bakery owner and alchemist. As Shad pieces together his family's ties with alchemy, Kahem instructs him on the mystical art—and its dark side that longs for immortality. After being accepted to the Alexandria Academy, Shad finds himself learning alongside one of his former bullies. As dark necromancers get closer to him and to immortality, Shad must face unexpected enemies and truths about his family. This fast-paced middle-grade fantasy from debut author Jreije introduces an immediately likable protagonist in Shad, whose humor and love for his family resonate throughout the novel and whose interest in baking is delightful as well as useful. Even as Shad suffers grief and loss, he—alongside a beloved cast of characters—uses the lessons he has learned from his family to overcome his fears. Readers will long to return to the Alexandria Academy.Kirkus Reviews (August 15, 2022) Shad Hadid plans to learn everything about being an alchemist—if necromancers don’t get him first. After things didn’t work out with his hostile stepfather and stepsiblings, Shad left Lebanon with his father and grandparents to start over in Maine. Since his father and grandfather were killed in a car crash, it’s been just him and Teta, his grandmother. Eleven-year-old Shad spends his time baking new concoctions, staring in the windows of the only Arabic bakery in town, and dodging his bully (and one-time friend), Sarah Decker, a White girl with xenophobic parents. When he stumbles into an alley behind the bakery that he shouldn’t have been able to see, Shad learns that he is descended from alchemists. Eager to learn more, he enrolls in the Alexandria Academy only to find that they dismiss alchemy. Even worse, Sarah and Yakoub, his menacing stepbrother, are also students there. Clearly, it will be up to Shad to restore the alchemists to greatness and to deliver the school from the clutches of necromancers who seek to discover the key to immortality. As Shad makes friends, confronts bullies, and learns how alchemy is like both baking and science, he grows and gains confidence in himself. Alexandria Academy offers a fresh take on magic schools with dark secrets, and Shad and his friends, most of whom are Middle Eastern and North African, are engaging. A refreshing adventure featuring family, friendship, and the power of creating new recipes. (Fantasy. 8-12)

1-250-36532-5; 978-1-250-36532-3 Auntie Q's Golden Claws Nail Salon Hoang, Van ES/MS
School Library Journal Starred Review
From 03/01/2026 Copyright 2026 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 5–8— Rising seventh grader Dominique (Domi) Pham's hopes of a summer spent hanging with friends and making artwork are dashed by an unfortunate mix-up, and now she must spend her entire summer vacation working at Auntie Queyen's nail salon in Albuquerque to repay her parents. Earning any money proves next to impossible for Domi whose artistic talent doesn't extend to nail painting, and the salon's sparse clientele must be shared amongst many Vietnamese aunties and uncles, so Domi is lucky if she clears a few dollars a day. Auntie Q's once-bustling business is being carved away by a more technologically savvy, glitzy competitor; Domi convinces Q to update and rebrand. Domi makes a big misstep when she does some competitor reconnaissance, upsetting Auntie Q. In the aftermath, Domi's mom rushes to Albuquerque where old wounds between the estranged sisters prove difficult to heal. Hoangadds nuance and depth to the "summer away from home" trope with her description of the Vietnamese service industry in America as a cultural community defined by tireless work, entrepreneurship, and resilience. The characters are authentically imperfect, and some of the most significant growth happens for the adults of the story who are processing the trauma of immigrating as childhood refugees. Domi's story is a gentle reminder that everyone learns from one another in relationships—mothers from daughters, aunties from nieces, children from adults—and that the strength of community helps everyone. Sure, there are lessons to be learned here but the levity peppered throughout will draw in middle grade fans of Kelly Yang, Remi Lai, and Lily Lamotte. VERDICT A recommended purchase for middle grade collections.— Sarah Simpson

Horn Book
From May/June 2026 Copyright The Horn Book, Inc. © Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Vietnamese American Domi's passion for art is at odds with her refugee parents' ideas about what pursuits are useful: learning Vietnamese, playing the violin, entering mathalon competitions. This conflict comes to a head when Domi's desire to take a summer art class results in an unfortunate mistake that costs her parents five hundred dollars. As punishment and to repay the debt, the California eleven-year-old is sent to Albuquerque for the summer, without electronic devices, to work in her aunt's nail salon. Domi barely knows Auntie Quyn; she hasn't seen her aunt since she was six years old, and she'd rather be making art with her friends back home. Progress to earn money is slow, but Domi works to perfect her polishing skills and learns more about her culture working alongside mentors more fluent in Vietnamese than she is. She also grows closer to Auntie Q and resolves to help save the failing business, ultimately learning for the first time about her mother and aunt's immigration story. Hoang's upbeat, determined protagonist is an engaging narrator. Cultural elements are deftly integrated throughout, including references to the eastern zodiac and ph as well as the inclusion of several Vietnamese words and phrases. This contemporary coming-of-age story is uplifting while also, via the adults in Domi's family, providing a glimpse into the challenging experiences of first-generation Vietnamese Americans. Kristine Techavanich

0-500-65384-4; 978-0-500-65384-5 The Secret World of Spiderwebs Beccaloni, Jan ES/MS
Kirkus Reviews
Discover a world of web-weaversThis intriguing title introduces 20 different spiders from around the world via the webs they weave, describing the spiders, their silk, and the ways they make and use 13 different styles of webs. Arachnid expert Beccaloni’s topically organized presentation goes beyond the familiar world of orb-weavers to introduce a variety of web shapes and purposes. For the most part, each page or spread shows a different web and a different kind of spider. Some webs have decorations. Some use a kind of silk that is woolly. Some silk is stretchy; much, but not all, is sticky. Many webs are traps, but the book also includes descriptions of webs designed mainly to conceal or support the waiting spider, one that provides a stable barrier against sand, and one that dangles fishing lines. Each web is described in two to four short, informative paragraphs. Most of the web-makers are identified with both Latin and common names in these descriptions. Niumim’s gouache illustrations show the intricacies of each of the webs and the beauty of their spider creators. The varying background details and colors provide a sense of the worlds they inhabit, be it a cave, a desert, a forest, or your own backyard. The volume concludes with tips for spotting the spiders shown and a short list of sources for further research.For arachnid appreciators of any age. (Index, sources)(Nonfiction. 8-12)

School Library Journal
From 11/14/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 2–4 —Whether they are future arachnologists or simply enjoy books about creepy crawlies, readers will find themselves ensnared by the dazzling array of webs presented in this book. Beccaloni's debut begins by explaining the purpose of a web as "a highly technical device for catching prey" and reminds readers the world would be overrun by insects without the work of spiders. Detailed illustrations show 13 different types of webs, along with the spiders who build them, their surroundings, and sometimes the prey they are designed to catch. Readers must turn the book on its side for three of the webs to show their full extent (ladder, trapdoor, and lampshade). Each web appears in a spread along with several paragraphs of text about how the web is used, a description of its construction, and where in the world the spider lives. Other spreads describe the different types of spider silk, provide a diagram of a spider's body, and show the process of spinning a web. A spider-spotter's guide includes images and descriptions (including size, habitat, and country), along with the scientific and common names of spiders from the book. A glossary, index, and list of sources are also provided. VERDICT An excellent addition to collections with its helpful illustrations and plentiful facts.— Suzanne Costner

1-419-75436-X; 78-1-419-75436-4
Dragonflies of Glass: The Story of Clara Driscoll and the Tiffany 
Girls Rubin, Susan Goldman ES/MS

ALA Booklist (11/1/24)
Growing up on her family's farm in Ohio, Clara Driscoll drew the beautiful things she saw around her, like daffodils, poppies, butterflies, and dragonflies. Her parents encouraged their four daughters to become educated. After their father's death, 12-year-old Clara and her sister Josephine moved to New York, where they studied art at the Metropolitan Museum Art School. After Louis Comfort Tiffany saw Clara's sketches of flowers, he hired both sisters to work in his glass company and soon put Clara in charge of the women's glass-cutting department. Besides creating large stained-glass windows inspired by nature, she designed and oversaw the production of some of the company's most iconic stained-glass pieces, such as the dragonfly lamp, the poppy lamp, and the wisteria lamp. While the Tiffany name might mean little to children, they may be surprised to learn that few professions were open to women in nineteenth-century America. Working with watercolor, gouache, and cut paper, Chapman is equally adept at illustrating Driscoll's bucolic childhood and her later life in New York City. An interesting picture-book biography.

School Library Journal
From 02/01/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 2–5— In this unique picture book biography, readers meet Clara Driscoll, a gifted artist responsible for designing some of the Tiffany Studio's most memorable pieces. As a child, Clara loves drawing flowers and insects on her family's farm in Ohio, and her parents encourage their daughters to pursue their education. Following her father's death, Clara and her sister Josephine move to New York City, where they study at the Metropolitan Museum Art School. When Clara's nature drawings catch the attention of Louis Comfort Tiffany, he hires the sisters, setting them on an unusual career path for white women in the late 19th century. The remainder of the book chronicles Driscoll's successes as an artist and her role as the leader of the Women's Glass Cutting department. As her story unfolds, Chapman's vivid illustrations, rendered in watercolor, gouache, and cut paper, deftly bring to life Clara's journey, accomplishments, and artistic process. In the bottom margin, they also depict life back home in Ohio as Clara exchanges letters with her family, emphasizing her strong familial connection as well as the inspiration she draws from her youth on the farm. The composition of each illustration is exceptionally thoughtful, detailed, and dynamic. Back matter includes notes from the author and illustrator, both of which feature photographs of Clara and her work, as well as additional resources. All characters cue as white. VERDICT A beautifully designed addition to biography collections, spotlighting a singular female artist.— Lauren Strohecker

1-546-13585-5; 978-1-546-13585-2
Fighter in the Woods: The True Story of a Jewish Girl Who 
Joined the Partisans in World War II Greene, Joshua M. MS

ALA Booklist (2/1/25)
A complement to Greene's previous Holocaust narrative, The Girl Who Fought Back (2024), and based on recordings of Holocaust testimonies, this true story describes how Celia Cimmer, a Polish Jewish teenager during WWII, joined partisans to sabotage Nazi forces. Despite the title, Celia's tale intentionally pays scant homage to her time as a partisan fighter. Instead, combining real events and fictionalized dialogue, the author concentrates on the teen's path to resistance after being awoken in 1941 by German bombings. The harrowing path includes being tortured by Nazi soldiers, escaping a Jewish ghetto as family members are killed around her, and hiding on a farm in a small hole covered by straw and manure and exposed to the cold, damp, and rats. Once Celia makes her way to a partisan group, Greene gives brief accounts of the partisans' plots rather than glamorizing their achievements and survival. This notable story of courage concludes with a look at Celia's life in America after the war, an author's note, and archival photographs.

School Library Journal
From 01/01/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 3–7— A gripping and graphic biography of a young Holocaust survivor based on interviews with the subject. This is the true story of Celia Cimmer, a young Jewish teen living in Poland at the start of World War II, who showed incredible bravery and determination in the face of unimaginable brutality and loss. Cimmer was away at school when the war started, and after bombs fell on her school she made her way home only to find that former friends and neighbors have turned against her, the family home has been taken over by the Nazis, and the area has been turned into a Jewish ghetto. Cimmer and her siblings had to choose either to work for the Nazis or join the resistance. Most of Cimmer's family were murdered trying to escape from the ghetto, but Cimmer and her sister survived and made their way to join their two older brothers in the Partisan resistance fighters in the woods. After the war, Cimmer married and emigrated to the U.S., where she eventually agreed to tell her story. A series of nine explanatory text blocks on subjects including antisemitism, the Holocaust, various types of camps, and resistance appear throughout the book, providing critical historical background without disrupting the narrative. Back matter includes an extensive author's note, historical photographs, and previews of other Focus books on the same topic. VERDICT An important addition to any collection, perfect for fans of Tarshis's "I Survived" series who are ready to move on to more complex books.— Sue Morgan

Publisher: 1-7729-4344-4 Perma-Bound: 0-
8479-1179-9; Publisher: 978-1-7729-4344-3 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-1179-0

Charles M. Schulz: The Creator of Snoopy and Peanuts Kuki, Yuzuru MS
ALA Booklist (10/1/24)
This authorized manga biography follows the life of Charles Schulz from his birth in Minnesota, his service in the army during WWII, his beginning career as a cartoonist, and his eventual syndication and established adult life in California. Readers will see his struggles to become a serialized published cartoonist, as well as his journey to solidify his style until the strip became the Peanuts series that captured the hearts of so many. Readers will also get a glimpse into Schulz's personal life and the birth of his children, as well as his family troubles and eventual divorce. Kuki blends manga illustrations with references to Schulz's iconic cartooning in a beautiful and enjoyable way. Reverence is paid, but Schulz is still shown in his human moments, giving reality to his challenges as well as successes. This is a simple, easily digestible look at Schulz's life and contribution to cartooning that will be a valuable addition to elementary libraries looking for more biography and manga content.

School Library Journal
From 10/01/2024 Copyright 2024 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 6 Up— Charles M. Schulz, the creator of Peanuts , went down in history as one of the greatest cartoonists. Now, in this authorized manga biography, his tale continues to inspire the next generation. Using brief conversations and bridging narration, Kuki establishes Schulz's demeanor and the moments that shaped him. These glimpses acknowledge even the hard times, but never dig into the trauma of facets such as his World War II service. What comes through most is the dedication it takes to reach for one's passions. While many first reactions may be to compare this manga with 2023's Funny Things: A Comic Strip Biography , another illustrated biography on Schulz, the two have different styles and target demographics. Both are worth reading, but for those wanting a linear narrative that appeals to a younger readership, this manga may be the preferable option. The events are accurate, although it is noted that some liberties were taken with minor details, such as what may have been said during conversations. As a bonus, this biography wraps up with a number of facts about the Peanuts comic and its author's life, as well as a summary time line. VERDICT For fans of the comics and upcoming young artists, this manga biography may intrigue and inspire.— Rachel Forbes

Publisher: 1-339-04244-4 Perma-Bound: 0-
8479-1389-9; Publisher: 978-1-339-04244-2 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-1389-3 Wish I Was a Baller Shah, Amar MS

School Library Journal Starred Review
From 06/01/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 5 Up— Shah's coming-of-age story of growing up in Orlando, wanting to play ball and get the girl, and how he eventually became a journalist, is an excellent example of what happens when passion is combined with hustle. This graphic novel captures the journey of falling in love with a sport, chasing a dream, stumbling through failures, and picking back up again to push forward. Through the narrative, readers discover that even if success isn't guaranteed, the memories become wins in their own right. While Shah glosses over some of the events of the time, both in sports and culture, his own story is thoughtfully and thoroughly explored with a diverse cast of friends, people who help him (including Shaq), and those who try to stop him. With so few graphic novels centered around basketball, this stands out as a refreshing addition to collections. Doucet's illustrations perfectly reflect the time period of the 1990s, blending the idea of the baller and hip-hop culture into the tale, all while keeping the book accessible to younger readers. The pages are fun and lively, with bright colors capturing the vibrancy of the basketball teams and Orlando culture. VERDICT This nonfiction coming-of-age story is a perfect example of trying, failing, and rising again; it would be an excellent addition to sports collections and/or graphic novel sections.— Richard Winters

Kirkus Reviews
In this graphic memoir by sports journalist Shah, a ninth grader pursues his passion in the face of familial expectations pushing him toward a medical career, while also navigating the perils of high school social life. It’s 1995, and Indian American Amar is desperate to meet the Chicago Bulls Michael Jordan, in particularwhen they stop by his Orlando, Florida, school. A lucky break leads him to his first sports interview, with Phil Jackson, and his tenacity takes him further, leading to multiple conversations with Shaquille O’Neal. But Amar’s luck in journalism doesn’t spill over to his relationship with his crush, blond Kasey Page (like a mixture of Cameron Diaz, Tinkerbell, and heaven), or his efforts to remain close with best friends Rohit and Cherian, who start spending more time with other classmates. The work relies on captions as much as plot developments to propel the story. It also follows a broad cast of characters close and former friends, antagonists, supportive adults, and famous athletes who appear in multiple storylines. The story accurately depicts the complexities of life as a young teen, though overlapping life challenges pull it in multiple directions, leaving some threads underexplored and hastily wrapped up. Doucet illustrates the characters using loose, disjointed outlines that give the artwork a sense of movement, and the colorful backgrounds use patterns and action lines to indicate a wide array of emotions.A tighter focus would make this fascinating life story even more intriguing. (author’s note, photographs)(Graphic memoir. 9-12)

1-506-26382-8; 978-1-506-26382-3
American Sign Language: A Comprehensive Guide to ASL 1 
and 2 with Online Video Practice Stewart, David A. ES/MS Student request for ASL book

Publisher: 0-06-328443-X Perma-Bound: 0-
8479-1368-6; Publisher: 978-0-06-328443-2 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-1368-8 The Nine Moons of Han Yu and Luli Glaser, Karina Yan MS Newberry Honor Book

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews
A boy in China in 731 C.E. and a girl in New York in 1931 face separate hardships and adventures but are connected by common threadsEleven-year-old Han Yu lives a simple life in Chang’An. He’s seen as unusual because of the various animals that are drawn to himâ��even a tiger, which has earned him the nickname â��Tiger Boy.â�� But Han Yu enjoys ordinary activities, like making steamed buns to sell with his father at the busy market. Eleven-year-old Luli Lee has a modest and happy Depression-era existence in New York City’s Chinatown. She’s been helping her immigrant parents run their restaurant in the building they’re saving up to buy. But disaster strikes both children’s lives: Members of Han Yu’s family contract a mysterious, deadly respiratory illness, and Luli’s family business and home are at risk of foreclosure. Both young people summon their courage, creativity, and determination as they go on adventures to help their families. As two exciting parallel stories of family, friendship, and community unfold, they bravely confront a variety of challenges, supported by loyal animal companions. While their storylines are distinct, they’re connected through cultural elements that reverberate through their historical eras. The alternating third-person chapters following Han Yu’s and Luli’s story arcs are strongly paced and highly suspenseful. Detailed descriptions make this a vibrant love letter to Chinese culture, food, history, poetry, and art. Final art not seen.Thrilling, heartwarming adventures highlight commonalities that span centuries. (maps, author’s note, bibliography)(Historical fiction. 8-12)

Starred Review for Publishers Weekly
Two tweens living in different timelines embark on parallel journeys to save their families in this absorbing magical adventure by Yan Glaser (the Vanderbeekers series). In 731 Chang’An, China, Han Yu sells steamed buns at the market with his father. At home, Han Yu’s affinity with animals is overshadowed by the accomplishments of his remarkable sibling, which span various trades and academic fields. In 1931, Luli Lee sells similar goods at her family’s restaurant in New York City’s Chinatown, and spends her free time joyfully indulging in her artistic passions and engaging with her community. When medical and financial circumstances, stemming from each timeline’s respective historical events, jeopardize their families’ livelihood, Han Yu and Luli must each embark on a journey to secure their loved ones’ futures. As Han Yu treks to reunite with his family, who are quarantined with a mysterious lung disease, Luli seeks to save her parents’ business from foreclosure following Black Thursday. Polished prose renders the characters’ treacherous quests, throughout which the protagonists encounter both wayward strangers and lifelong friends. Each well-researched timeline offers digestible accounts of the events addressed while quaint b&w pencil sketches ground the bustling plot, making for an endearing tribute to bravery and friendship. An author’s note and bibliography conclude. Ages 8–12. Agent: Ginger Clark, Ginger Clark Literary. (Sept.)

Publisher: 1-250-34261-9 Perma-Bound: 0-
8479-1336-8; Publisher: 978-1-250-34261-4 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-1336-7  A Sea of Lemon Trees: The Corrido of Roberto Alvarez Águila, María Dolores MS Newberry Honor Book; Pura Belpre Winner

School Library Journal Starred Review
From 10/31/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 4–6 —A poignant novel in verse centering the true story of a community who rallied together to protect the right of Mexican children to attend school. Roberto Alvarez is a 12-year-old Mexican American boy, the youngest in his family, and he loves to read and learn. His neighborhood, or colonia, is a loving place that takes care of one another in good times and bad. When Roberto and the other Mexican kids from the colonia are told they are no longer allowed to attend the local school, the adults gather to fight against the segregationist powers to protect the future of their children. Roberto finds himself the face of the movement and hopes that he has what it takes to be a leader for his people and spread change. This well-written story of underexplored history makes a large impact as it follows Roberto's highs and lows in realizing that the cause that he is fighting so hard for deeply impacts not just the people around him, but others struggling minorities around the country as well. The poetic format eloquently describes the emotions that flow through Roberto while still effectively relaying the facts of the Lemon Tree Incident reported in the back matter. Spanish language and phrases are used heavily throughout the novel; there is no glossary. VERDICT A highly recommended purchase for all libraries looking to expand their historical fiction collections with a novel sure to entrance readers.— Lindsey Morrison

Starred Review for Publishers Weekly
In this empowering verse novel, Águila (Menudo Sunday) fictionalizes the history of the 1930–1931 court case Roberto Alvarez vs. the Board of Trustees of the Lemon Grove School District—known as the Lemon Grove Incident—as seen through the eyes of Mexican American middle schooler Roberto Alvarez. Bookish Roberto loves studying at Lemon Grove Grammar School, named for the Southern California town tucked between “a sea of lemon trees” and “blinding glimpses of the Pacific Ocean.” But when school administrators segregate Mexican American students, including Roberto, into a separate facility—una caballeriza “where/ farm animals live”—the tween’s tight-knit neighborhood files a lawsuit against the school board that casts Roberto as lead plaintiff. Brief, stirring free-verse poems elucidate 12-year-old Roberto’s frustration in feeling caught between Mexican and American cultures as well as between his childhood and approaching adulthood. As he grapples with the lawsuit’s gravity, his personal anxieties about his role in it, and his shifting friendships, some of which end abruptly, Roberto learns to embrace his own multitudes. This impeccably researched account, told via lucid, moving free verse, imparts timely, heartening messages about community activism (“When many people/ are brave together/ we can do things/ that seem impossible”) that will resonate. A historical note and bibliography conclude. Ages 8–12. Agent: Lindsay Auld, Writers House. (Sept.)

1-536-22947-4; 978-1-536-22947-9 The Five Sides of Marjorie Rice: How to Discover a Shape Alznauer, Amy ES/MS STEM/STEAM/Innovation
Starred Review ALA Booklist (1/1/25)
Starred Review A bright child in the 1930s, Marjorie loved nature and looked for patterns in the natural world. By her fifth year, she had taught herself to read, and when she started school, she was placed in second grade. As she grew up, she became fascinated by geometric shapes with three, four, or six straight sides. Groups of these identical polygons could fit together to create a repeating pattern (tessellation) on a floor, a wall, or a piece of paper. But only a few five-sided shapes could be combined to create such patterns. Twentieth-century mathematicians struggled to discover more, with limited success. Meanwhile, Marjorie grew up, married, and raised five children. In her spare time, she, too, searched for five-sided figures that tessellate, and she succeeded several times. Her discoveries brought attention to Rice as an amateur researcher making significant contributions to geometry. Writing with a storyteller's flair, Alznauer captures her audience's attention with colorful phrases and interesting facts. The back matter, which advises kids on how to create polygons and tessellations, is lively and engaging as well. Bron's expressive digital illustrations depict Rice at different ages, while helping readers understand the geometric challenges that fascinated her. A memorable picture-book biography featuring a notable amateur mathematician.

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews
The story of an amateur mathematician who joined professional ones in a long quest to solve a geometric puzzleA brainy, hands-on child who saw patterns all around her, Marjorie Rice (nee Jeuck, 1923-2017) grew up fascinated by both geometry and art. As an adult, she read one of her son’s science magazines and learned that while all three- and four-sided geometric figures could be tessellated (or tiled together) endlessly without gaps, the same could be said of only a scant handful of pentagons. Notwithstanding her lack of formal training, Marjorie attempted to find other pentagons and succeeded, by inventing a systematic method that the author describes in detail. Alznauer wisely suggests that, worthy as her discovery was, even more laudable was the fact that she was motivated not by profit or prestige but, like all true â��amateurs,â�� by love for the challenge and the beauty of the results. Bron reflects the latter in illustrations that incorporate most (or perhaps all) of the 15 possible tessellating pentagons into floors and backgrounds, into floral displays painted by Rice herself, and into views of her animated, slightly disheveled figure busily engaged in the daily business of running a household while thinking, envisioning, and sketching out ideas. Alznauer’s cogent, absorbing text captures Marjorie’s excitement and offers easily understood explanations of the math involved.Inspiration and validation for amateurs of all sorts, beautifully presented. (author’s note, bibliography, more information on shapes)(Picture-book biography. 7-9)

1-629-44305-0;  978-1-629-44305-8
Climate: How Wladimir Koppen Studied Weather and Drew the 
First Climate Map Pattison, Darcy ES/MS STEM/STEAM/Innovation

Kirkus Reviews
A nonfiction children’s book focuses on a meteorology pioneerIn this 10th installment of a science series, Pattison tells the story of Wladimir KÃ¶ppen, a German Russian geographer and meteorologist who created the world’s first climate map. The illustrated book opens in 1859, when 13-year-old KÃ¶ppen traveled by train with his family from St. Petersburg, Russia, to Crimea. During the journey, KÃ¶ppen looked out the window, noticing the landscape changes. St. Petersburg had rainy weather, pine trees, and swamps; Moscow featured forests filled with birch, willow, and larch trees; and Crimea boasted oaks, pines, and firs. KÃ¶ppen was curious about these differences. After graduating from college, he became a weatherman in Hamburg, Germany. He traveled extensively, setting up weather stations with thermometers, anemometers, and rain gauges; then, he gathered data via telegraph and made a daily weather map. Over time, weather patterns emerged. While other countries collected similar data to create maps, there was no information on the Atlantic Ocean, so KÃ¶ppen worked with sailors to gather that material. He published atlases of the Indian Ocean (1891) and the Pacific (1896) and a book titledClimate Science(1899). His next project involved creating a kite station to measure upper atmospheric data. Eventually, all his work came together in the KÃ¶ppen-Geiger climate map, which defined the world’s five major climate categories: tropical, arid, temperate, continental, and polar. Pattison effectively conveys KÃ¶ppen’s curiosity, determination, and enthusiasm in this story by incorporating captivating details about his personality and habits. For example, KÃ¶ppen was a night owl who often toiled by candlelight. His motto â��Without hurry, without restâ�� guided his approach to work. The descriptions of nature are vibrant: â��The sky swirled with the bright colors of children’s kites dancing in the wind.â�� But the book’s complex subject matter and specialized terminology may be challenging for the young readers drawn to the tale’s picture-book format. Still, Willis’ artwork beautifully captures the striking Russian forests; the cold, damp atmosphere of the North Sea coast; and the blustery autumn in Hamburg.A visually evocative and mentally stimulating introduction to a climatologist.

Publisher: 1-623-54480-7 Perma-Bound: 0-
8479-1684-7; Publisher: 978-1-623-54480-5 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-1684-9

Just in Case: Saving Seeds in the Svalbard Global Seed Vault Clendenan, Megan ES/MS STEM/STEAM/Innovation School Library Journal Starred Review
From 08/15/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 2–4 —While much has been written about endangered animals, this story about endangered seeds will draw in young readers. It focuses on a vault in the far northern reaches of Norway, a protective space drilled into the side of a mountain. Flowing language combined with supplementary text clearly explains a modern predicament: climate change has caused crops that once thrived to fail, and farmers often choose to use the same seeds repeatedly to ensure the success of their harvests. Unused seeds can become extinct unless they are preserved for possible future use. Although there are many other seed banks, the Svalbard vault was created to house millions of seed copies from all over the world. The frigid temperature, remote location, and recognition that Norway is a peaceful country make the location ideal. Striking artwork depicts the blue and silver of the icy landscape as well as the warm colors of the distant lands from which many seeds originate. Additional resources are included as well as suggestions for young readers to participate in efforts to preserve biodiversity. VERDICT This tale has an unusual ecological theme that makes seed preservation not only an essential task, but sacred one. A must-have story for all libraries.—Gloria Koster

Horn Book
From November/Decemb Copyright The Horn Book, Inc. © Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Deep in the earth, protected by multiple sensors and systems, the Svalbard Global Seed Vault on an icy Arctic island ensures that the "priceless treasure" of more than 580 million seeds is kept safe from extinction. In this engaging picture book, Clendenan uses simple, clear language to explain why and how the world's seeds are being preserved at such great effort and expense. The text consists of large type, with easily read words and sentences, and with frequent accompanying boxes of information in smaller type adding more detailed information, making the book good both for reading aloud and for those who are interested in learning more at a slightly higher level. In the digital art, Cicchese uses a palette of blues, whites, and purples to show the frozen land in its beauty, contrasting it with warm colors when portraying the various locations around the world where the seeds were originally, lovingly planted and saved. The book doesn't shy away from why we need to take such good care to protect the seeds, including threats from natural disasters and acts of war, but the tone in words and pictures remains calm and reassuring. Back matter includes further information on the topic, an author's note, and well-chosen resources for kids. Susan Dove LempkePublisher: 0-593-85647-3 Perma-Bound: 0-

8479-2349-5;  Publisher: 978-0-593-85647-5 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-2349-6

Oppenheimer and the Atomic Bomb: Young Readers Edition of 
AMERICAN PROMETHEUS Bird, Kai and Sherwin, Martin J. MS

Starred Review ALA Booklist (4/1/25)
Starred Review This superb adaptation of the Pulitzer Prize winning biography American Prometheus introduces young readers to the life and work of J. Robert Oppenheimer, "father of the atomic bomb." As a teenager, Robert was unusually awkward but brilliant. Meanwhile, he had discovered a passion for science from an early age, and it was as a student at Harvard that he fell in love with physics. This would lead him to the study of quantum mechanics and, ultimately, to his position as director of the Manhattan Project at Los Alamos, where the atomic bomb was developed and built and where he proved to be a "charismatic intellectual leader." In time he would become "one of the most famous, consequential, and controversial scientists in the modern age" ontroversial in part because he had years before been friends with people who were communists. Lewis Strauss, chair of the Atomic Energy Commission, who hated Oppenheimer, used this fact in part to destroy the scientist, who nevertheless continued to serve as director of the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton University. Unfortunately, a lifelong habit of chain smoking led to cancer, which ultimately killed him. Eric Singer has done a remarkably good job of adapting American Prometheus for young readers. The result is an undivided pleasure to read, excellent for classroom use as well as independent reading.

Kirkus Reviews
A meticulous account of the rise and fall of a brilliant scientistThough only around half the page length of the prize-winningAmerican Prometheus (2005), the inspiration for the 2023 film, this bulky adaptation for young people still bulges with finely chopped details. The authors cover Oppenheimer’s life, from houses and horses to the kangaroo court government hearing that led to his instant downfall from â��America’s darling physicistâ�� to â��the most prominent victim of the McCarthy era.â�� Disappointingly, readers willing to stay the course won’t find the original’s probing study of the scientific breakthroughs and engineering miracles that Oppenheimer presided over as director of the Manhattan Project, which engendered the first nuclear weapons. What still emerges very clearly is how the conflict between his deep moral sensibility and his equally profound love for scientific truth and the country that betrayed him made him a tragic hero in the classic vein. The major figures are white, but the authors properly acknowledge the government’s cavalier displacement of Latine farmers around Los Alamos and the Micronesian residents of the Bikini Atoll, along with the relentless toll radioactive dust has taken on these communities. The authors also repeatedly note that Japanese leaders were maneuvering toward surrender even as the U.S. government killed hundreds of thousands of civilians in Hiroshima and Nagasaki.A searching, scorching study of a complex character, trimmed but still weighed down by too much minor detail. (note from Sherwin, adapter’s note, list of historical figures, endnotes, photo credits, index)(Nonfiction. 11-16)

Publisher: 1-646-14571-2 Perma-Bound: 0-8479-0782-1; Publisher: 978-1-646-14571-3 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-0782-3Firesnake Higuera, Donna Barba MS
Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews
In this trilogy closer, 13-year-old Itzel Tui Olmstead embarks on a centurieslong voyage to her family’s ancestral planet, carrying more than just her grandmother’s stories with herNinety years after the Cuentista Petra PeÃ±a landed on the planet Sagan, people struggle to rebuild their lives in the face of critically limited resources and frequent, punishing windstorms. Itzel, who’s Petra’s granddaughter, and her father barely survive on their meager rations, which they supplement with risky, clandestine foraging. They’re still mourning the loss of Itzel’s mother, who was killed when a heat vent erupted two years ago while she was doing scientific research. A message reaches Sagan, confirming that humanity survived the comet that Petra and others fled and inviting them back to Earth: â��todos son bienvenidos a La Cuna.â�� Dad, considering their ongoing battle for survival, decides they’ll join those making a return journey to Earth, but Itzel is distraught at leaving behind the only home she knows. With careful, deliberate pacing, this volume expertly connects the first two books, continuing the impeccable worldbuilding and exploring similarly profound themes, including the difficult choices people are forced to make when established systems fail them. Higuera raises questions about the possibility of enduring human happiness and whether cycles of turmoil are destined to repeat themselves even when there are chances for improvement. The series ends on a hopeful and satisfying note of new beginnings.A testament to humanity, celebrating the legacies we leave behind in our stories and sacrifices.(Science fiction. 10-14)

ALA Booklist (4/1/26)
The loosely tethered events of The Last Cuentista (2021) and Alejibres (2023) become firmly linked in Higuera's trilogy conclusion. A message from Earth has been received on Sagan, the planet colonized by humans who believed that Earth could no longer support life, asserting that life has persisted on the planet and people wishing to return will be welcomed back. Petra, now an old woman, passes her memories and stories on to her science-minded granddaughter, Itzel, who has mixed feelings about leaving Sagan and the many she loves behind. But leave she must, as her father sees this as a chance for a better life, much like their ancestors once viewed Sagan. Much of the narrative unfolds as recollections and stories that pull the first two novels together and strengthen Itzel's understanding of herself and her ability to navigate the challenges ahead. Her grandmother's stories take on more resonant meaning once Itzel arrives on Earth, allowing the girl to understand that communication and compassion are as vital to life as food and water.

Publisher: 0-06-348595-8 Perma-Bound: 0-8479-1071-7; Publisher: 978-0-06-348595-2 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-1071-7The Second Life of Snap Kelly, Erin Entrada MS
School Library Journal Starred Review
From 02/27/2026 Copyright 2026 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 3–8 —Filipino American Zuzu is a girl who lives in a dusty part of Texas in a dystopian future. She and her dad live in a settlement that they call Bright Valley because the sun always shines so brightly. They live in a tiny trailer that is subsidized by the wealthier nearby town, Bountiful. Her dad had been working for Lockwood but was let go and given a guardian robot with a broken charger as part of his severance package. Zuzu is very much against the idea of a guardian robot, but her dad is unrelenting. Zuzu's best friend, Elias, likes to tinker with things and he tries to reboot the robot with great success. This is a story with tons of big ideas and questions—are mega corporations sucking the life out of communities and allowing the lower classes of workers to become disposable? Is there an "ethical" way to keep poor people oppressed? Are teachers whose teachings oppose the big corporations hurting or helping students by offering them ideas that are different from the company line? There are also themes of friendship, the use of technology, and the power of nature. As usual, Kelly spins a wonderful story with compelling characters and interesting conflicts that will give readers an opportunity to discuss and mull over its themes for a long time. VERDICT An excellent addition to any upper elementary or middle school library. This is dystopian fiction at its finest.—Debbie Tanner

Publishers Weekly
A dictatorial regime’s robot creation provides unexpected comfort to down-and-out tweens in this affirming contemplation of mortality and the necessity of community from Kelly (The Last Resort). Twelve-year-old Zuzu lives in Barren, Tex., a dusty wasteland governed by a technological mega-conglomerate called the Lockwood Corporation. When Zuzu’s father is laid off from Lockwood, he receives a robot (sans charger) as severance; to Zuzu’s dismay, it’s revealed to be programmed as a Lockwood-sponsored chaperone. Meeting up with her friends at a local salvage yard, Zuzu and her technophile bestie Elias reprogram the robot, awakening within it a new sensibility: rather than admonishing the group for breaking Lockwood rules, it bends the truth on their behalf and displays unexpected curiosity in and compassion for its human charges. The group dubs it Snap, who becomes a friend, but its battery is slowly dying, and the kids have been unable to salvage a new charger. Succinct and immersive prose renders a futuristic tale that touches on timely subjects such as climate change, technological classism, and the increasing integration of AI into everyday life, populated by racially diverse characters whose ingenuity and capacity for optimism model replicable behaviors for children navigating similar ordeals. Ages 8–12. Agent: Sara Crowe, Sara Crowe Literary. (May)

1-250-26574-6; 978-1-250-26574-6 Diamond Fever!: A True Crime Story in the Wild West Sheinkin, Steve MS
School Library Journal Starred Review
From 03/01/2026 Copyright 2026 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 5–8— Cousin prospectors Phil Arnold and John Slack walked into financier George Roberts's office in San Francisco in November 1870 and asked him to hold a bag of stones for them overnight. And thus, began what came to be known as the Great Diamond Hoax. Arnold and Slack soon had a group of investors eager to purchase the land on which the so-called diamond mine existed. Circumstances of the time permitted the cousins to pull off the crime by "salting" a remote corner of land—planting fragments of purchased rough diamonds and rubies—along the border of Wyoming and Colorado. Hundreds of people became involved directly or indirectly through newspaper reporting and rumors, further driving the diamond fever. Only the efforts of geologists interested in protecting their reputations led to the hoax's discovery. Using his extensive research into the people involved, as well as the time and place in which it occurred, Sheinkin presents readers with a compelling story of bold lies, pervasive deal-making, and surprising gullibility. Reading like a crime novel, readers will eagerly turn the pages looking for answers. The inclusion of short graphic novel introductions to each of the six sections of the book adds to the feeling of immediacy. Extensive back matter includes source notes, a bibliography, and an index, along with a glimpse into the author's research activities. VERDICT A must-purchase for collections where true crime and nearly unbelievable historical tales are popular.— Heidi Grange

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews
There are diamonds in those hillsâ��or are thereIn November 1870, Kentucky cousins Philip Arnold and John Slack strode into a San Francisco gold and silver mine investor’s office with a bag full of diamonds in the rough. They claimed they’d found a diamond mine, the first one ever located in the American West, though they were evasive, saying only that it was somewhere in â��Indian territory.â�� By the time they agreed to reveal its exact location in 1872, they’d attracted the attention of a congressman, two pirates who stole gold for the Confederate cause during the Civil War, and engineer Henry Janin, a thoroughly reputable mine inspector. Though Janin’s initial assessment of the diamond field concluded it was genuine, it was, in fact, a meticulously planned fraud. In the second half of the book, Sheinkin rolls the tape back, walking readers through the Great Diamond Hoax and its aftermath point by point, like a magician revealing how a trick is done. Chad’s short, interspersed black-and-white comics dramatize high-stakes moments. The book encourages readers to think critically about scams and why people fall for them. The main events are put into the context of the late Reconstruction era and the early Gilded Aged, exploring the impact of the white historical figures and events such as the Indian Appropriations Act of 1871. This analysis is seamlessly folded into a rollickingâ��and well-researchedâ��adventure story.A sparkling accomplishment. (cast of characters, author’s note, source notes, bibliography, index)(Nonfiction. 9-13)



ISBN Title Author ES/MS/HS Notes (if needed) Review #1 Review #2
9781547604661 Defy the Night Bigid Kemmerer HS We have book three of the series already, but are missing books one and twoPublishers Weekly, 08/01/2021 A new series starter from Kemmerer (A Curse So Dark and Lonely) centers on an illness that divides the kingdom of Kandala into those who can afford the Moonflower petal elixir that keeps the deadly fever at bay and those who cannot. By day, 18-year-old Tessa Cade, whose parents were killed by the King’s night patrol, is an assistant apothecary; by night, though, she is a masked outlaw stealing petals to make elixirs for the poor. When Tessa’s accomplice, Weston Lark, is killed by Prince Corrick, the King’s Justice, she sneaks into King Harristan’s palace for revenge. Discovered, Tessa bargains for her life with her knowledge of potions, assisting 19-year-old Prince Corrick in tracing the fever’s trajectory. Political intrigue flourishes as the royal brothers battle outsider rebels and scheming counsels; Kemmerer presents intense moments of torture amid scenes rich with covert power plays and swoon-worthy romantic dialogue, and the positioning of Tessa as peacekeeper and nurse conforms to gender stereotypes. Switching between the perspectives of Tessa and Prince Corrick, the expansive plot promises a commanding sequel. Main characters are assumed white; many secondary characters are described as having dark skin. Ages 13–up. Agent: Mandy Hubbard, Emerald City Literary. (Sept.)Kirkus Review, 07/14/2021 The only effective treatment for the lethal fever that plagues Kandala is a potion derived from the rare Moonflower. Medicine is allocated to each sector of the kingdom by the decree of King Harristan, but the supply is limited. Thieves, smugglers, and black marketeers are subject to punishment and execution overseen by the cruel Prince Corrick in his role as the King’s Justice. Like many in Kandala, Tessa Cade loathes the king and his younger brother for ignoring the plight of those who cannot afford treatment. With the help of her close friend Weston, the 18-year-old apothecary’s assistant steals Moonflower petals from the wealthy and makes potions to distribute among the poor. Soon after Wes is caught by the night patrol, Tessa is presented with an opportunity to sneak into the palace. She enters with the intention of taking a sample of the palace’s potent Moonflower elixir only to be captured and brought before Prince Corrick, who, Tessa discovers, might not be as heartless as she originally believed. The slow-burn romance—between an idealist with straightforward moral beliefs and a pragmatist trapped by duty—will keep the pages turning, as will the scheming of the king’s consuls and the rebellion brewing in the background. Tessa and Corrick are cued White; other characters’ skin colors range from beige to deep brown. The personal and the political intertwine in this engaging series opener. (map, cast of characters) (Fantasy. 13-18)
9781547613229 Defend the Dawn Bigid Kemmerer HS We have book three of the series already, but are missing books one and twoSchool Library Journal, 10/31/2022 Gr 8 Up—After the events of Defy the Night, the country of Kandala is running out of Moonflower, an ingredient required to cure fever sickness. Tessa Cade has gone from Robin Hood—style Moonflower hunter to the Royal Apothecary, but her quest to find a new cure for fever sickness is in jeopardy until the neighboring nation of Ostriary comes into play. Dual points of view often go over the same plot points, slowing down the pace. The ending sets up more story, but for the moment the series remains a duology. The cast has a variety of skin tones. VERDICT A secondary purchase, unless Defy the Night is flying off your shelves. Copyright 2022 Reed Business Information.Kirkus Review, 06/30/2022 As the Moonflower supply in Kandala dwindles, a ship arrives with a trade opportunity in this follow-up to Defy the Night (2021). Moonflowers are critical for an elixir that cures the fever sickness. Prior to his assassination, King Lucas of Kandala sent a spy to neighboring Ostriary, whose connection with Kandala had been severed. Now Capt. Rian Blakemore arrives in Kandala claiming to be the spy’s son, offering Moonflowers in exchange for steel, and inviting a delegation to meet with the Ostrian king. Tessa Cade, outlaw-turned–royal apothecary, is eager to go. Since the invasion of the Royal Sector, Kandala’s King Harristan has attempted to negotiate better distribution of Moonflower petals to the poorer districts, but tension among the rebels, consuls, and royals has stalled progress. An alternate supply of Moonflowers would buy time for Tessa to find another cure. Her hope is countered by the cynicism of the King’s Justice, Prince Corrick. Nevertheless, he boards Blakemore’s ship along with Tessa and rebel leader Lochlan Cresswell. As Tessa and Corrick try to discern hidden motives and a possible trap, they reexamine their relationship, which gets tested by the mysterious captain. Chapters told in alternating perspectives draw out the plot at a measured pace, ending with a series of shocking revelations. The structure results in introspective accounts following different concurrent events, slowing the story’s forward momentum. Characters have varying skin tones. A second volume that sets the scene for more to come. (map, cast of characters) (Fantasy. 13-18)
9781974710027 Jujutsu Kaisen: 1 Gege Akutami HS Library Journal, 03/31/2020 In this new series launch from Akutami (Tokyo Metropolitan Magic Technical School), Yuji Itadori is sucked into the world of curses when his friends inadvertently become the target of supernatural monsters hell-bent on retrieving a powerful relic that the students recently stumbled upon. When Yuji swallows the relic in order to keep it out of the hands of evil, he finds himself imbued with the spirit of an immensely powerful demon. This sets the scene for Yuji's upcoming adventures as a Jujutsu Sorcerer, in which he learns to control the diabolic energy within him to fulfill his grandfather's dying wish—that his talents be used to help others. This overwhelming theme of death and resisting the negative energy of curses is made palatable by moments of kindness, humor, and inspiration to live a life without regret. Yuji is unconventional in his problem-solving methods, often not thinking twice about leaping into action and using comical amounts of force to achieve simple tasks. Similarly, his curse-fighting companions are also unique, from the self-obsessed and capricious Nobara to the logical but still moody Megumi. This blend makes for a well-balanced, enjoyable story now in its seventh installment. VERDICT Recommended for fans of Tite Kubo's Bleach or Hitoshi Iwaake's Parasyte.—Anja Webb, Library Journal Copyright 2020 Reed Business Information.The Graphic Library 10/26/2020 Itadori isn’t your average high school student - he’s super fast and really strong. One day, his fellows in the Paranormal Research Club discover a cursed object and awaken a demon. Sorcerers from the Jujutsu Academy try to clean up the mess, but Itadori decides to ingests the object in a move to control the demon. This should have killed him, but instead, he is able to control the demon from within his own body. The Jujutsu reveal that, under normal circumstances, Itadori would be killed to destroy the part of the demon inside him, but they instead seize the opportunity that Itadori might be a perfect vessel for controlling this powerful demon, and they ask him to help retrieve the rest of the cursed items around the world and destroy the demon instead. Jujutsu Kaisen is another entry in the genre of demon manga, and one volume is not nearly enough to judge whether it is a worthy entry. The world building at the beginning of this volume is pretty choppy, and we get these little snippets of disparate stories between Itadori at school and him visiting his dying grandfather in a hospital. It seems pretty tidy that Itadori is able to pick up and move across the country to attend Jujutsu Academy without saying goodbye to his friends or anything. However, if the build of storyline from volume two forward becomes a little more steady and developed, this has the potential to be an interesting series in a crowded field of demon stories. Akutami's illustrations have plenty of creepy demons, but the character designs are very basic with all Jujutsu sorcerers in the same black, full-body zip-up. VIZ rates this as Teen Plus for fantasy violence, for the amount of blood and scary demons. Sara's Rating: 8/10 Suitability Rating: Grades 10-12
9781974710034 Jujutsu Kaisen: 2 Gege Akutami HS The Graphic Library 1/22/2022 Itadori and his classmates continue to battle a special grade demon. As soon as the two are clear of the building, Itadori unleashes Sukuna to defeat the demon. But, Sukuna doesn't want to go back to sleep. He rips out Itadori's heart, and tells Fushiguro that he can survive in Itadori's body without a heart. If Sukuna changes back or Itadori wrests control from him, he'll die. Once the crew figures out that mess, headmaster Satoru Gogo decides to personally tutor Itadori because he will continue to be targeted by other demons because of Satoru's power. An upstart demon decides to interrupt their training, and Gogo decides to use his battle with the demon to explain to Itadori how jujutsu powers work. Gogo enjoys himself immensely as he shows off just how powerful he is.My least favorite thing about this volume was picking up in the middle of the storyline with the special grade demon. It was a really abrupt beginning to the volume. After the story got going, this volume had a lot of great explanations of jujutsu magic and how the world works. Not all of it makes sense, and the mangaka even apologizes for how confusing it all is, but it's nice to see the thought put into the story. Gogo is an absolute BA character, but he has his complications. There are hints in this volume that the jujutsu society is not all on the up-and-up, and Gogo often clashes with his hire-ups. With powers like his though, I think he's more likely to be left alone to run his school the way he wants to. There were a couple of side characters introduced here that were completely forgettable in this volume (and one of them is a panda!), so if they're going to be important, hopefully they will get more time. Sara's Rating: 7/10 Suitability Level: Grades 9-12Lucien Welsh Archive 3/2/2020I mentioned in my review of volume 1, that I felt the series needed more time to build before I judged it entirely and I can already see growth between that volume and this one. The art is cleaner, the story full of more context and stakes. We even just to see who our “big bads” are going to be and I’m excited for that, especially since the one guy reminds me of a combination of Byakuya (from Bleach) and a touch of Giyu (from Kimetsu no Yaiba: Demon Slayer, but in looks only because I’ve yet to start that series so I can’t make an accurate character comparison). We’re meeting other students and even school rivals which is always fun and is fleshing out the world a lot more. My only notes regarding this volume that kept it from being a 5-star read are minor. The first note is that I want more chemistry between the characters. Megumi and Yuji have a great chemistry, and same with Gojo and most of the students (but especially with Megumi and Yuji), but I want more. The three first years don’t interact well as a unit and it’s really stiff as opposed to the tension that existed between Team 7 in Naruto. I want more out of Kugisaki especially because she hasn’t given me a reason to like or care about her at all and I’m itching for a female character to like in this series. The other note I have is a little more nit-picky I think, and it’s that the series is only two volumes in at this point (in English volumes at least) and we’re already introducing a school festival of sorts? Even Naruto got four full volumes into the story before we got the huge cross-country exams in volume five. It just feels too early given that the characters are struggling with stiffness, but perhaps that’s just my opinion. Regardless, I’m still really enjoying this series and look forward to when volume 3 comes out in April. Curse this every-other-month releases! I want more now!
9781974710041 Jujutsu Kaisen: 3 Gege Akutami HS The Graphic Library 7/20/2022 Gojo has a theory that curses and cursed energy are becoming more powerful and more deadly, on both sides of the fight. The higher ups with the Jujutsu Order don’t necessarily want to hear him out, but his case is proven for him with the next bad guy we meet. He can transform the soul of anything he touches, and his current delight is experimenting on humans to see how far he can take them. His latest experiment is witnessed by Junpei, who wasn’t particularly fond of the three boys he saw transformed. Mahito, the cursed spirit, takes Junpei back to his lair and reveals some of his evil plan while bonding with Junpei over the evilness of humans. Itadori and a Grade 1 sorcerer, Kento Nanami, are put on the case to investigate, and this leads to Itadori becoming somewhat of a friend to Junpei. The two bond over their love of movies. Junpei, though, is used by Mahito to get to Itadori, and tragedy strikes close to home, causing Junpei to lash out with murderous intent. This is so far the best volume in the series. Akutami builds up a satisfying amount of development for both Mahito and Junpei, and the payoff is that I’m rooting for Junpei to come out of this unscathed despite what he’s driven to at the end of this volume. Itadori kind of takes a back seat in this one, and there isn’t nearly the level of explanation that volume two contained (as I think Akutami was really trying to get the entire system out on paper in one volume). Nanami is also a pretty awesome character, and I laugh at and appreciate his strict adherence to his timecard and hatred for overtime. Now that we've gotten the tiresome world-building out of the way, it seems we are clear to have some great story and character development.Sara's Rating: 9/10 Suitability Level: Grades 9-12Caroline's Library Title: Jujutsu Kaisen Author: Gege Akutami Demographic: Shonen Genre: Adventure, Fantasy Published: 2018 – present English-translated Volumes: 26 and ongoing MyAnimeList Rating: 8.23 Rating: 6/10 Yuji Itadori is a normal high schooler living a normal life trying to avoid joining the school’s track and field club. That is, until he finds a cursed item. Suddenly, he is thrust into a world of curses and sorcerers fighting an age-old conflict. What will Yuji have to become in order to survive?Pros: Diverse, unique characters Jujutsu Kaisen (JJK) has a diverse cast of characters with unique personalities and backgrounds. The main protagonist, Yuji Itadori, is a courageous, friendly, and kind person with a moral code that routinely struggles against the Jujutsu Sorcerer way of life. His friend, Megumi, is a serious and earnest character who struggles to reach his full potential. Yuji’s mentor, Gojo, is a complex person who alternates between a goofy, laid back personality and a calculating, cold personality. Alongside these three, there are many other characters with their own internal battles and dispositions. The author even crafts interesting villains and I ended up liking quite a few of them. Some cursed techniques In JJK, Jujutsu Sorcerers are humans who are trained to battle cursed spirits and most sorcerers have a cursed technique that they use to fight. Throughout the story, we are introduced to a tremendous amount of unique cursed techniques. Some of them are intuitive and easy to understand while others seem to be intentionally confusing. But more on that later. JJK 0 is an extremely well done prologue. There are fewer characters involved so each one gets a bit more TLC and character development. The prologue also goes through a compact timeline that allows for more plot development. I wish that this slower pace with more plot and character development was used in the main story. Instead, the main story can feel like a mad dash from battle arc to battle arc. Anime adaptation Simply put, the anime is better than the manga. Because of complex cursed techniques, it is often hard to follow along in the manga during a battle scene. The anime did a superb job of bringing these abilities and battles to life.


