
Dear Members of the Denali Borough School Board:

I respectfully request approval for out-of-state travel for Tri-Valley School students in grades 
11–12 from April 8–20 as part of America’s Journey, a year-long learning intensive. This 
interdisciplinary experience integrates American History, Government, Civics, Geography, 
English Language Arts, Physics, Drama, and Anatomy while examining how the United States 
has defined liberty, freedom, democracy, citizenship, and belonging across time.

The expedition will include visits to Washington, DC; Harpers Ferry; Gettysburg; Monticello; 
Hershey, Pennsylvania; and New York City. These locations will allow students to extend their 
classroom learning through primary sources, historical sites, fieldwork, discussion, and direct 
observation.

The journey will take students to Washington, DC; Harpers Ferry; Gettysburg; Monticello; 
Hershey Park, Pennsylvania, for Physics Day; and New York City, where they will visit an 
anatomy museum and attend a Broadway performance of Hamilton. Together, these 
destinations will extend classroom learning through primary sources, historic sites, scientific 
investigation, biological study, dramatic interpretation, fieldwork, discussion, and direct 
observation, allowing students to make meaningful connections across the expedition’s many 
disciplines.

The journey reflects the expedition’s central belief that history is an ongoing conversation 
shaped by evidence, memory, power, place, and perspective. Students will investigate whose 
voices have been represented or excluded and how Americans have worked to expand the 
meanings of liberty and freedom. By engaging with historic places, original documents, scientific 
experiences, and artistic interpretation, students will develop a deeper understanding of the 
connections among history, government, science, the arts, and civic identity.

I am confident that this travel experience will provide significant educational benefits for our 
students and will strengthen their ability to analyze primary sources, connect ideas across 
disciplines, and understand American history through authentic fieldwork. Thank you for 
considering this request. 

Respectfully,

Daryl Frisbie


