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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS

PURPOSE

A. The school board recognizes the value of participation by the public in deliberations and

decisions on school district matters. At the same time, the school board recognizes the
importance of conducting orderly and efficient proceedings, with opportunity for expression of
all participants’ respective views.

. The purpose of this policy is to provide procedures to assure open and orderly public

disenssten—expression as well as to protect the due process and privacy rights of individuals
under the law.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The policy of the school board is to encourage-dtseusston—by—persons—of- input on subjects
related to the management of the school district at school board meetings. The school board

may adopt reasonable time, place, and manner restrictions on public expression in order to
facilitate free discussion by all interested parties.

The school board shall, as a matter of policy, protect the legal rights to privacy and due
process of employees and students.

The School Board may decide to hold certain types of public meetings where the public will
not be invited to address the School Board. Possible examples are work sessions and Board
retreats. The public is entitled to notice of these meetings and will be allowed to attend these
meetings, but the public will not be allotted time during the meeting to address the Board.

PROCEDURES

The following procedures will be utilized to facilitate public participation in regular School
Board meetings. The School Board will provide a specified period of time at the Board's regular
monthly meeting where citizens may address the School Board on any topic, subject to right to
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privacy or private subject data concerns as provided by Minnesota State law.

A.

The School Board reserves the right to allocate a specific period of time for this purpose
and limit time for speakers accordingly.

Citizens who wish to speak at a public School Board meeting may do so in one of the
following ways: 1) notify the Superintendent's office in advance of the School Board
meeting.

2) notify a member of the board or staff prior to the start of the meeting; or 3) stand and state
their wish to address the board when the Board Chair extends the invitation to speak to the
audience at the appropriate time on the agenda. All speakers will be asked to complete a form
indicating the topic or agenda item to which their comments relate, their name, address, and
affiliation with a group (if applicable).

The School Board Chair will recognize one speaker at a time and will rule out of order
other speakers who are not recognized. Only those speakers recognized by the Chair are
allowed to speak. Comments by others are out of order. Individuals who interfere with or
interrupt speakers, the School Board, or the proceedings may be directed to leave.

It is the practice of the School Board not to engage in discussion or debate with the
speaker during the Board meeting. The School Board may follow up with the speaker at a
later date, or may designate staff members to follow up with the speaker.

Comments by individual speakers are normally limited to a maximum of three to five
minutes. The School Board retains the discretion to limit comments on any agenda item or
topic to a reasonable period of time. If a group or organization wishes to address the
School Board on a topic, the School Board reserves the right to require designation of one
or more representatives or spokespersons to speak on behalf of the group or organization.

Matters raised by a public speaker which may involve data privacy concerns and/or
preliminary allegations, or which may be potentially libelous or slanderous in nature, shall
not be considered in public but shall be processed as determined by the School Board in
accordance with governing law.

The School Board Chair shall promptly rule out of order any discussion by any person,
including School Board members, that would violate the provisions of state or federal law,
this policy or the statutory rights of privacy of an individual.

Personal attacks by anyone addressing the School Board are unacceptable. Persistence in
such remarks by an individual shall terminate that person's privilege to address the School
Board.

Depending upon the number of persons in attendance seeking to be heard, the School
Board reserves the right to impose such other limitations and restrictions as necessary in
order to provide an orderly, efficient and fair opportunity for those present to be heard.
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K. Public speakers at the Regular Board Meeting may be identified in the formal minutes and
the remarks will be televised as part of the proceedings.
L.
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