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The Why

Pathway Development
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Pathway Development

● Develop introductory, intermediate, and advanced courses

● Bring the skills for success to life

● Time for job shadows and internships
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Sample Schedules
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Sample Schedules Continued

Additional Samples
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1euZJple-psi8Jp4VzPQVCrjzDV8JllJvzCMyimXjZnw/edit?usp=sharing


Instructional Time Comparisons

7 Period Schedule

● (46 minutes x 6 classes) + (50 minutes x 1 class) = 326 minutes of 

instruction per day

4 Period Schedule

● 90 minutes x 4 classes = 360 minutes of instruction per day
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Executive Summary 
of Potential Benefits
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VYGm6I8n5oYZdJVhoEqelafWvJIkqh1B/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VYGm6I8n5oYZdJVhoEqelafWvJIkqh1B/edit


Overall Considerations - Support
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Potential Student Outcomes:
○ May decrease course failures as they have 

more time in class each day with the 
teacher to ask questions and get help.

○ May decrease discipline as there are fewer 
passing times.

○ Student Survey Results - may show 
increased student teacher relationships 
(students are with fewer teachers, but 
more often).

○ Provide ability to have job 
shadow/internships experiences in their 
schedules and not miss a class.

○ Increased opportunities to take classes 
within a pathway.

Potential Improved Teacher Retention:
○ May allow teachers to get to know their 

students better as they are with them for 
longer periods of time each day.

○ May allow teachers to give more timely 
and meaningful feedback to students as 
they are working with fewer students 
each day (assuming 32 students per 
class, a teacher has 96 students 
compared to 160 students).

○ Have fewer classes to plan and prepare 
for each day (3 compared to 5).

○ May have the opportunity to collaborate 
with other teachers built into their 
schedules.  



Overall Considerations - Challenges

● AP Courses - Scheduling may require 3 quarters or skinny schedule

● Sequential Courses - May be a gap in time between courses

● Shared Staff - Need to have creative scheduling of teachers who 

travel between the high school and middle school

● Transferring Students - Schedules may not perfectly align

● Transportation for job shadows and internships
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Impact of a 4 x 4 Schedule
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There are minimal 
contract language 
items to address. 

Update the credits 
required for graduation:
● 56 out of 64 = 87.5%

● 58 out of 64 = 90.6%

Wayzata = 93.75%

Shakopee = 87.5%

Alexandria = 93.75%

GRADUATION
POLICY

TEACHER 
CONTRACT

TIMELINES & 
COMMUNICATION

Click HERE to view 
the timeline

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Ibgq-dmrJm3Unem3CHnfjAYNHHEr1UTCsW-rj5Os_2I/edit?usp=sharing


Questions 

& 

Discussion

11


