
Understanding ASEC 
and 
the Proposed Setting IV Educational Learning Center
Equity, Safety, and Opportunity for Rural Students



What is ASEC?

The Area Special Education Cooperative is a 
shared-services public education partnership 
of 11 rural districts.
● Serving NW Minnesota since 1969
● Covering a 3,300 sq mile service area
● A team of specialized staff
● Supporting students from birth to age 22



11 DISTRICTS. ONE COOPERATIVE.

Ada-Borup-West
Climax-Shelly

Fisher
East Grand Forks
Fertile-Beltrami

Fosston
Red Lake County Central 

Red Lake Falls
Stephen-Argyle Central
Warren-Alvarado-Oslo

Win-E-Mac

Serving communities across 
approximately 3,300 square miles.

Different communities. Shared resources. 
Shared expertise. 

Shared commitment to students.



Why ASEC Exists

Together, our districts can provide more than any one district could provide alone.

Share Resources

● Pool resources to meet low-incidence and high-need student needs.

Access Expertise

● Access specialized staff and expertise across the cooperative.

Expand Opportunities

● Provide regional programs, services, training, and support.

The cooperative model turns individual district resources into shared regional capacity.



ASEC’s Mission & Services

Mission:  Resources Invested in Children

ASEC provides shared special education support through:
● Specialized Staff

School psychologists, speech-language pathologists, occupational and physical 
therapists, interpreters, autism consultants, behavior support specialists, and other 
specialists

● Student Services & Programs
Evaluation & assessment, IEP support, early childhood services, low-incidence services, 
assistive technology, behavior support, and specialized programming

● District Support
Training, consultation, program planning, new teacher support, technical assistance, due 
process guidance, and compliance support

ASEC helps districts meet student needs through shared staff, shared expertise, and shared 
responsibility.



Who ASEC Serves

ASEC supports students from birth through age 22, including students who need support 
with:

● Learning 
● Communication
● Autism-related needs
● Developmental needs
● Emotional or behavioral regulation
● Physical, sensory, or health-related needs
● Transition to adulthood

Special education is individualized. Students receive different supports based on their 

needs. 





DISTRICT CHILD COUNT

- Cost for 1 student in a Level 3 Program developed 
within the district (Teacher/Para) based on EGF 
contract:

- Cost for 1 student to be placed outside of district in a 
care and treatment facility:

- DELTA: $62,600



What is a Setting IV  Educational Learning Center (ELC)?

SETTING IV IS:

• A public separate school setting

• For students needing the most 
intensive daily support

• Focused on safety, learning, 
regulation, and progress

• A placement decision made by 
the IEP team, with parent 
participation

SETTING IV IS NOT:

• Discipline

• Punishment

• A placement for every student 
with an IEP

• A replacement for district-based 
services

• A loss of district responsibility

Setting IV is for a small number of students who need intensive support throughout the school day.





Why the ELC is Needed Now

Our districts already have the responsibility to:
● Provide FAPE to eligible students
● Maintain access to a continuum of placements
● Implement each student's IEP
● Make individualized placement decisions
● Serve students in the least restrictive appropriate environment

The ELC provides regional capacity to help member districts meet those 
responsibilities.

The ELC does not create the obligation. It helps us meet the obligation we 
already have.





COSTS

MMB:                        $6,500,000
Financing:       $5,977,293
Total Construction: $12,477,293



#WeAreASEC
Mission: Resources Invested in Children


