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FROM THE FRONT

go from reserve accounts 
into a capital improve-
ments fund to pay for 
several projects.

T h o s e  i n c l u d e  a 
drive-through for the 
Courthouse Annex in 
Mineral Wells.

The Aug. 24 public 
hearing on the budget 
will be at 9 a.m. in the 
Palo Pinto courthouse.

As part of the budget 
workshop Monday, com-
missioners set the tax 
revenue percentages each 
will draw for their indi-
vidual road and bridge 
funds.

Precincts 1-4, respec-
tively, will take 20%, 
29%, 26% and 25%.

The percentages align 

with the percentage of 
the county’s roads each 
precinct contains, respec-
tively 75.2 miles, 123.6 
miles, 111.2 miles and 
104.2 miles.

The court also renewed 
the $10 local charge on 
license renewals for road 
and bridge funding.

BURN BAN

Commissioners on 
Monday also kept the 
countywide burn ban 
in effect, also declaring 
Phase 2 drought restric-
tions.

Those mostly apply to 
outdoor welding, which is 
barred in the open when 
winds reach 20mph but 
allowed under a barrier 
until winds hit 30mph.

L ong  a dde d  c om-
bustibles, such as lit 
c iga  r e  t  t  e  s  ,  a  r e  not  
a llowed in the open 

under Phase 2 restric-
tions.

Anyone welding in 
the open must demon-
strate sufficient water 
is at hand and carry a 
cell phone. A “dedicated 
fire watch person” must 
accompany each welder, 
under the restrictions.

EMS GRANT

The court on Monday 
also approved joining the 
new state Rural Ambu-
lance Service G rant 
program.

The multi-entity pro-
gram under a 2025 state 
law brings a $350,000 
grant to help fund ambu-
lance services in Mineral 
Wells, and Emergency 
Service Districts 1 and 2.

Long said the San-
to-based ESD2 receives 
the biggest share of the 
state grant.
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they call VPRs.
“That’s going out into 

the communit y a nd 
sp e a k i ng  a ny wher e 
people gather,” Horn 
described Veteran Peer 
Network talks.

He fulf ills the VPR 

mission with occasional 
forays into Cattleman’s 
Cigar Co. downtown, 
offering 10-minute VPRs 
on historic timelines.

Horn credits recruit-

ment success to the post 
acknowledging it’s not its 
grandfather’s VFW any-
more.

Veterans of Desert 
Storm, Iraq and Afghani-
stan have overtaken their 
brothers and sisters from 
previous wars in pure 
numbers and want more 
than fellowship with fel-
low fighters.

“All those people work 
nine-to-five, and they 
have families,” Horn said. 
“So I’ve got to make the 
VFW family-friendly.”

Halloween trunk-or-
treats, events that add 
water slides and a Sept. 
11-12 chili cook-off, a
qualifier for the pres-
tigious Terlingua Chili
Cook-Off near Big Bend,
are now the orders of the
day.

“ We  a r e  g e t t i n g 

younger,” the commander 
said. “It’s a slippery slope. 
Y ou’ve got to recruit 
those younger veterans, 
but you’ve got to main-
tain the older vets. We’ve 
been doing retention and 
recruiting at the same 
time. and so far, we’re 
doing a really good job of 
doing that.”

The internal mission is 
balanced by outreaches to 
Parker County.

“Part of the mission of 
the VFW is to work with 
the community, to be 
part of the community, 
to make it better than 
when you found it,” he 
said. “We’re constantly 
doing steak nights, doing 
barbecues there. There’s 
always something going 
on at the VFW.”

The post sponsors stu-
dent writing contests in 

Weatherford and Peaster 
ISDs, under the titles, 
“Voice of Democracy” 
and “Patriot’s Pen.”

Local winners of the 
student competition can 
advance to state and 
national berths.

“We’re always look-
ing to work with the Boy 
Scouts,” Horn added. “We 
have Scout of the Y ear, 
and also Teacher of the 
Year.”

The post now works 
in partnership with the 
local American Legion 
Parker County Post No 
163.

The recruitment, too, 
never ends.

“So,  ever ybody in 
Weatherford, Peaster and 
this area knows there’s a 
VFW out there,” he said. 
“And everybody’s wel-
come.”
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