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Waunakee Middle School Special Education Staff

Special Education Paraprofessionals:

 » Lauren Franco
 » Shawn O’Connell
 » Elena McDonell
 » Michelle Richards
 » Leah Wheatley

 » Sarah Nolden
 » Lindsey Hying
 » Kynaeda Gray
 » Kathleen Breunig
 » Alexandrea Ralph

Laura Hansen
Physical Therapist

laurahansen@waunakee.k12.wi.us 
608-849-2060 x 4112

Madeline Niezgoda
Adapted Physical Education Teacher

madelineniezgoda@waunakee.k12.wi.us 
608-849-2200 x 5212

LuAnn Stroik
 Adapted Physical 
Education Teacher

luannstroik@waunakee.k12.wi.us
608-849-2100 x 2331

Paige Van Hammond
School Psychologist

paigevanhammond@waunakee.k12.wi.us 
608-849-2060 x 3603
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Introduction & Welcome Waunakee Middle School Special Education Staff

Welcome to the 2026–2027 School Year!

Welcome back! We are excited to begin another school year and look forward 
to partnering with you to support your child’s success. As part of our ongoing 
commitment to strengthening communication with families, our new Special 
Education Parent Advisory Group suggested creating a Special Education Staff 
Directory for each school building. We hope this directory helps you become familiar 
with the staff who support your child and makes it easier to know who to contact 
throughout the school year.
We understand that navigating school systems can sometimes feel overwhelming, 
and we want to make sure you know where to turn when questions arise. If you have 
questions about your child’s classes, assignments, daily schedule, or IEP, your child’s 
case manager is typically the best first point of contact. Questions related to a general 
education class should be directed to your child’s general education teacher. If you 
have concerns about how your child’s IEP is being implemented, you are welcome 
to contact one of our Special Education Coordinators or the Director of Special 
Education. Building principals are also an excellent resource for questions related 
to school schedules, building operations, or concerns involving general education 
programming. We value our partnership with families and are committed to working 
together to support every student’s success.

The Special Education Leadership Team consists of the following staff members:

Tiffany Loken
Director of Special Education

tiffanyloken@waunakee.k12.wi.us
608-849-2000 x 8268

Jerod Boyd
Grades 6-12 Special 

Education Coordinator 
jerodboyd@waunakee.k12.wi.us 

608-849-2000 x 8270

Krista Andringa
Early Childhood through 5th Grade 

Special Education Coordinator
kristaandringa@waunakee.k12.wi.us 

608-849-2000 x 8271
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Gina Gahnz
Cross Categorical Special 

Education Teacher
ginagahnz@waunakee.k12.wi.us 

608-849-2060 x 3160

Emily Endres
Cross Categorical Special 

Education Teacher
emilyendres@waunakee.k12.wi.us 

608-849-2060 x 3225

Brooke Kinney
Speech Language Pathologist

brookekinney@waunakee.k12.wi.us 
608-849-2060 x 3116

Lori Gallagher
Cross Categorical Special 

Education Teacher
lorigallagher@waunakee.k12.wi.us 

608-849-2060 x 3214

Scott Schmitz
Cross Categorical Special 

Education Teacher
scottschmitz@waunakee.k12.wi.us 

608-849-2060 x 3162

Alison Kavelaris
Occupational Therapist

alisonkavelaris@waunakee.k12.wi.us 
608-849-2176 x 4112

Jacob Foster-Dunlap
Cross Categorical Special 

Education Teacher
jacobfosterdunlap@waunakee.k12.wi.us 

608-849-2060 x 3133

Ashley Wichmann
Physical Therapist

ashleywichmann@waunakee.k12.wi.us 
608-849-2030 x 6608

Bridget Marsh
Cross Categorical Special 

Education Teacher
bridgetmarsh@waunakee.k12.wi.us 

608-849-2060 x 3139

Samantha Helser
Cross Categorical Special 

Education Teacher
samanthahelser@waunakee.k12.wi.us 

608-849-2060 x 3163

Beck Baird
Cross Categorical Special 

Education Teacher
beckbaird@waunakee.k12.wi.us 

608-849-2060 x 3140

Heather Denniston
Cross Categorical Special 

Education Teacher
heatherdenniston@waunakee.k12.wi.us 

608-849-2060 x 3159


