
Capital Projects Update 

Construction Starts & Centennial Master Plan



Innovation Hub
Creating a new resource for our Students!

• New building to create a centralized hub for 
University innovation and entrepreneurship

• Includes innovation space, maker spaces, 
laboratories and faculty/staff offices

• Houses the Dakri Center for Economic Inclusion 
and Aspire Institute

Aug 2021Dec 2021• Budget:  $ 81.7 M
• Square Feet:  77,598 SF
• Floors: 4
• Substantial Completion:  Jan 2028

• Architect/Engineer:  Stantec
• Contractor:  Vaughn Construction

• Construction Percentage Complete:  8%



Academic Building for Hobby School

Dedicated Space for the Hobby School and 
Demolishes an end-of-life facility

• New building to house the Hobby School of 
Public Affairs

• Building built on top of the previous John M. 
O’Quinn Law Library

Aug 2021Dec 2021• Budget:  $ 55.5 M
• Square Feet:  45,934 SF
• Floors: 3
• Substantial Completion:  May 2028

• Architect/Engineer:  Lake Flato
• Contractor:  Vaughn Construction

• Construction Percentage Complete:  6%



Dining Commons

State of the Art Dining Facility in the heart of the 
Housing District

• New dining hall to serve as replacement for 
Moody Dining Hall 

• Will feature eight food venues, covered outdoor 
patio and seating for approximately 800 guests 

Aug 2021Dec 2021
• Budget:  $64M
• Square Feet:  64000 KSF
• Floors: 3
• Substantial Completion:  Dec 2027

• Architect/Engineer:  Shepley Bulfinch
• Contractor:  Austin Commercial

• Construction Percentage Complete:  1%



Medical Research Building

Continued growth of the UH Health District 
with a dedicated research facility

• New building includes research/teaching 
laboratories, vivarium, and faculty/staff 
offices for the College of Medicine 
Researchers

• Project will include additional site 
infrastructure including roads, parking 
and utilities for future buildings

Aug 2021Dec 2021
• Budget:  $ 77.5 M
• Square Feet:  56,931 SF
• Floors: 3
• Substantial Completion:  March 2028

• Architect/Engineer:  Smith Group
• Contractor:  Harvey Cleary Construction

• Construction Percentage Complete:  1%



Centennial Master Plan
Centennial Celebration transformation of 
the common spaces on campus with a 
focus on students

• Transformation of Wilhelmina’s 
Grove, Centennial Plaza and 
University Drive

• Construction of Campus Gateways
• Demolition of Farish Hall - Completed
• Construction of new pavilion in 

Centennial Plaza
• Construction of Welcome Center 

Garage exterior landscaping

Aug 2021Dec 2021• Budget:  $61M
• Square Feet:  n/a
• Floors: n/a
• Substantial Completion:  Spring 2027

• Architect/Engineer:  OJB
• Contractor:  Whiting Turner

• Percent Complete:  55%



Centennial Master Plan – Centennial Plaza

Aug 2021Dec 2021

A new take on an Iconic UH Legacy 
Space

• The addition of a new pavilion that 
will celebrate the UH Centennial 
and activate the Cullen Fountain 
is underway

• Also included is a new 
amphitheater viewing area across 
from the pavilion providing an 
additional area for students to 
engage and enjoy the plaza

Aug 2021



Centennial Master Plan – Centennial Plaza Pavilion

Aug 2021Dec 2021
Aug 2021

Includes a unique terrazzo flooring celebrating the UH 
Centennial with 10-decade petals and 100 years of spokes

Shaded pavilion with built in seating, LED lighting and 
magnificent views of the Cullen Fountain



Centennial Master Plan – Centennial Plaza Amphitheater

Aug 2021Dec 2021
Aug 2021

Amphitheater across from the pavilion will provide a 
viewing and performance area with built in seating and 
an integrated audio system



Centennial Master Plan – University Drive

Aug 2021Dec 2021

University Drive, the “Front 
Door” to the UH campus

• Completely reimagined with 
a newly designed 
pedestrian friendly corridor 
will be activated and have a 
student centric focus



Centennial Master Plan – University Drive

Aug 2021Dec 2021

The PATIO at Eric’s

• Innovative and exciting refresh of 
an old favorite at the Hilton 
complex

• The exterior patio will emphasize 
engagement and help activate the 
new University Drive corridor

• The venue will provide game day 
and evening options in a casual 
atmosphere designed for dining, 
socializing, and lounging



Centennial Master Plan – Welcome Center Garage

Dec 2021

Bringing the Welcome to the Welcome Center!

• A traditionally underused and visually uninspired area 
has been redesigned to include shade, outdoor 
seating, and a café area

• The improvements further activate University Drive 
while creating a more welcoming, student-centric 
environment



Centennial Master Plan – Monument Signs

Aug 2021Dec 2021

You have arrived at the University of 
Houston!

• New Monuments at the front of 
University Drive and other 
locations clearly mark the 
entrances 



Centennial Master Plan – Wilhelmina’s Grove

Dec 2021

A legacy UH green space is 
reinvigorated and energized!

Project completed and opened
in Fall 2025

• 86 new trees planted

• Water fountain and landscaped 
area transformation is impressive

• New design for secondary shade 
structure in progress



Centennial Master Plan – Video



Questions


