
Independent School District #883
Regular School Board Meeting

Monday, November 25, 2024

Pursuant to due call and notice, the Rockford Board of Education met in a Regular School Board

Meeting on Monday, November 25, 2024 in the District Board Room. Chair Gordee called the

meeting to order at 6:31 pm. Members Gordee, Edwards, Johnson, Praska and Hillstrom were

present. Also present was Superintendent Jeff Ridlehoover, RHS Principal Paul Menard,

Activities Director Dan Pratt, Tech Director Jeff Kienitz, Director of Business Operations Mike

McNulty and Administrative Assistant Courtney Neibert. Member Kneeland was absent.

Pledge of Allegiance

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Motion by Johnson seconded by Edwards to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

There were no public comments.

CONSENT ITEMS

Motion by Edwards, seconded by Hillstrom to approve the consent items. Motion carried.

● Minutes:

October 7, 2024 Work Session

October 16, 2024 Finance Committee Meeting

October 21, 2024 Regular Meeting

November 13, 2024 Special Meeting



● Personnel:

● Bills and Wire Transfers:



● Open Enrollments:



● Approval of 284 Support Staff Seniority



● Band Approval Trip: The Board was presented the band extended field trip for approval.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

● November 2024 Superintendent’s Report: Dr. Jeff Ridlehoover presented an update on the

schools.

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND GROWTH

● Fall Activities Recognition: Students from fall activities provided a recap of the season to
the board.

● RHS Principals Report: RHS Principal Menard presented an update regarding building
goals and the IB program.

● RHS Courses: RHS Principal Menard shared course changes for the 25-26 school year for
approval.

Motion by Edwards seconded by Johnson to approve the course changes for the 25-26 school
year as presented. Motion passed unanimously.



HEALTHY AND SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT

● Sandy Hook Promise: Director of Technology Kienitz presented to the board about
Sandy Hook Promise.

● Rocket Spotlight: Dr. Jeff Ridlehoover presented an overview of the new Rocket
Spotlight program.

STEWARDSHIP OF RESOURCES

● Facilities Projects Update: Director of Business Operations Mike McNulty presented
Facilities update options to be approved.

Motion by Praska seconded by Hillstrom to approve the Rockford Facilities Update as presented.
Motion passed unanimously.

● Levy Follow-up & Discussion: Dr. Ridlehoover led a discussion with the board post levy
failure.

● 284 MOU: Dr. Ridlehoover presented the 284 MOU for approval.

Motion by Johnson seconded by Edwards to approve the 284 MOU as presented. Motion passed
unanimously.

● 284 Contract: Dr. Ridlehoover presented the 2024-2026 284 contract for approval.

Motion by Hillstrom seconded by Edwards to approve the 284 Contract as presented. Motion
passed unanimously.

● Rockford Substitute Pay Rates: Director of Business Operations Mike McNulty presented
in house pay rates for subs.

CULTURE OF COLLECTIVE PURPOSE

● CACR Report: Dr. Jeff Ridlehoover presented a CACR report.

COMMUNITY, SCHOOL AND FAMILY PARTNERSHIP

Praska motioned, seconded by Gordee, to approve the following resolution as presented:

● Resolution of Acknowledgement of Contributions/Donations

WHEREAS Minnesota Statute 123B.02 permits school boards to “receive, for the benefit of
the district, bequests, donations, or gifts for any proper purpose and apply the same to the
purpose designated. On that behalf, the board may act as trustee of any trust created for
the benefit of the district, and for the benefit of pupils thereof.”



THEREFORE, be it resolved by the School Board of Rockford Area Schools, Independent
School District 883 that the School Board accepts, with appreciation, the contributions
detailed below.



On a roll call vote, the following voted in favor: Gordee, Edwards, Johnson, Praska, and
Hillstrom. And the following voted against: None

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.



● Upcoming Meetings:
○ Finance Committee Meeting: Thursday, December 5, 2024 at 8:00am virtually at

Video call link: https://meet.google.com/cej-feiw-bkv Or dial: ?(US) +1
502-791-5031? PIN: ?149 312 098?#.

○ Board of Education Work Session: Monday, December 2, 2024 at 5:30pm in the
District Office Board Room.

○ Regular Meeting of the Board of Education - Truth in Taxation: Monday,
December 16, 2024 at 5:30pm in the District Office Board Room.

● Board Committee Updates:
● Gordee - Levy Presentations, Facilities Meetings, AMSD Board Meeting, MSBA

Board Chats, Board Prep Call, Ed Foundation Gala.
● Edwards - Facilities Committee Meeting, Board Prep Call, Ed Foundation Gala.
● Hillstrom - Levy Presentation, MREA Conference, Curriculum meeting, Chamber

meeting, Policy Committee meeting.
● Johnson - Levy Presentation, MAWSECO meeting, Policy Meeting, Chamber

Meeting, MREA Conference.
● Praska - Levy Presentation, MREA Conference, Curriculum Meeting, Policy

Meeting.

Gordee motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m. Edwards seconded. Motion carried
unanimously.

Courtney Neibert
Recorder

Jamie Hillstrom
Clerk


