
MINUTES 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Livonia Public Schools 

Regular Meeting 
October 18, 2021 

President Burton convened the meeting at 6:31 p.m. 

Members 
Present 

Acosta, Bonifield, Bradford, Burton, Centers, Jarvis, Johnson 

Members 
Absent 

None 

District Update 
from the 
Superintendent 

Superintendent Oquist shared Back-to-School highlights from 
across the district. She noted that Webster Elementary School is 
ranked #1 in Michigan Elementary Schools and the Churchill 
Marching Band received a superior rating at the MSBOA District 12 
Marching Band Festival. 

Written 
Communication 

None 

Audience 
Communication 

Several individuals addressed the Board regarding COVID-19, 
close contacts, vaccines, and mask mandates in our schools.  
Another individual addressed the Board regarding concerns about 
inappropriate social media comments regarding a student. 

Response to 
Prior Audience  
Communication 

None 

Consent 
Agenda 

It was moved by Mrs. Bonifield and supported by Mrs. Jarvis that 
the Board of Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District 
approve the following consent agenda items, as recommended by 
the superintendent: 

V.A. Minutes of the Regular Meeting of September 27, 2021
V.I.A. Approval of 2020-2021 School Dairy Purchase

(Purchase from Cedar Crest Dairy Inc., in the amount of 
$160,000 for the 2021-22 school year) 

Ayes: Acosta, Bonifield, Bradford, Burton, Centers, Jarvis, Johnson 
Nays: None 



Approval of 
Financial 
Statements for 
2020-2021 

 It was moved by Mr. Johnson and supported by Mrs. Bradford that 
the Board of Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District 
accept the 2020-2021 audit report as presented by the audit firm of 
Plante Moran. 
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  Ayes: Acosta, Bonifield, Bradford, Burton, Centers, Jarvis, Johnson 
Nays: None 

   
Approval to 
Purchase 
CogAT & Iowa 
Testing 
Materials 

 It was moved by Mrs. Acosta and supported by Mrs. Jarvis that the 
Board of Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District 
approve the purchase of CogAT and Iowa Testing Materials from 
Riverside Insights for a cost of $31,492.76 for testing sixth and 
eighth graders and identifying students for our Academically 
Talented programs. This purchase includes online testing licenses 
for both tests and training on how to administer the tests online. 
 
Ayes: Acosta, Bonifield, Bradford, Burton, Centers, Jarvis, Johnson 
Nays: None 

   
Teachers for 
Approval 

 It was moved by Mrs. Jarvis and supported by Mr. Johnson that the 
Board of Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District 
accept the recommendation of the superintendent and offer 
employment for the 2021-22 school year to the following teachers: 
 

  Rapson, Nicholas 1.0 Media Specialist Churchill 
Rautio, Matthew 1.0 Music Teacher .6 Cleveland; .4 Webster 

 
  Ayes: Acosta, Bonifield, Bradford, Burton, Centers, Jarvis, Johnson 

Nays: None 
   
Teachers for 
Tenure 

 It was moved by Mrs. Bradford and supported by Mr. Centers that the 
Board of Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District 
accept the recommendation of the superintendent and acknowledge 
that tenure status has been granted to the following teachers, 
effective on the respective date: 

 
Jill Fawkes 10/17/21 
Tracy Jubenville-Lutz 9/30/21 
 

  Ayes: Acosta, Bonifield, Bradford, Burton, Centers, Jarvis, Johnson 
Nays: None 

   
Resignation  The Board was informed of the following resignations: 

 

Jeffrey Gowman 10/22/21 
David Kobal 6/21/21 
Amy Makins 8/30/21 

   
Retirements  It was moved by Mr. Centers and supported by Mrs. Jarvis that the 

Board of Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District 
adopt a resolution of appreciation for services rendered by: 

 
Carol Stewart, who retired from the district on June 18, 2021; and devoted 23.7 
years of dedicated, loyal, and outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as 
a paraprofessional at Cooper Elementary, Perrinville Early Childhood Center, 
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Riley Upper Elementary, Emerson Middle School, Stevenson High School and the 
Western Wayne Skill Center. 

   
  Ayes: Acosta, Bonifield, Bradford, Burton, Centers, Jarvis, Johnson 

Nays: None 
   
First Reading of 
Board Policy 
JCAB – 
Investigations 
and Searches 
of Individual 
Students, 
Lockers, and 
Other Personal 
Property 

 The Policy Committee has reviewed the proposed revisions for the 
policy below, which will be brought to the next regular meeting for a 
second reading and possible approval. 
 
BOARD POLICY JCAB 
STUDENTS OCTOBER 15, 2001 
INVESTIGATIONS AND SEARCHES OF INDIVIDUAL 
STUDENTS, LOCKERS, AND OTHER PERSONAL PROPERTY 
INVESTIGATIONS AND SEARCHES BY SCHOOL OFFICIALS  
 

Administrators, teachers, and other employees and other school officials who have 
reasonable suspicion shall have the right to detain, and question, and search students 
and their personal belongings based upon reasonable suspicion that a prohibited or 
illegal act has occurred. when in their judgment it is necessary to do so. A student's 
person may be searched by the principal or his or her designee based upon a 
reasonable suspicion that a prohibited act, as set forth in the Student Code of 
Conduct, has occurred.  
 
A student All lockers is the are school property of the school district, and a 
principal or his or her designee may enter the locker from time to time and 
inspect the contents contained therein without reasonable suspicion and without 
notice to or approval by the student. of which students must have no expectation 
of privacy. Locker searches may be conducted at any time and may include 
sniffer dogs. Students are solely responsible for the contents of their lockers and 
are not to share their lockers or divulge their locker combinations to other 
students. Students are prohibited from placing locks on any locker without the 
advanced approval of school administration. 
 
A student's automobile parked on school property may be searched without notice to 
or approval by the student. Administrators and other school officials may conduct a 
search based upon reasonable suspicion, of any vehicle driven onto school property 
by a student, regardless of actual vehicle ownership. 
 
In the course of a search conducted pursuant to this policy, the privacy rights of the 
student shall be respected regarding any items that are not illegal or against school 
policy rules. Illegal drugs, alcohol, weapons and other dangerous instruments, 
unauthorized items, items in violation of Board policy or school/district rules, and 
other items reasonably determined to be a potential threat to the safety or security of 
others, which are found during a search shall be seized by school personnel and may 
be used as evidence in a suspension or expulsion disciplinary hearing, and in 
addition, these items may be turned over to the proper police legal authority. 

 
Second 
Reading of 
Board Bylaws: 
 
 

 It was moved by Mr. Johnson and supported by Mr. Centers that the 
Board of Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District 
accept the recommendation of the Policy Committee and adopt 
Board Policy language for the policies below: 
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BCBF – Rules 
of Order 
 
BCBFA – 
Quorum 
 
BCBG – Voting 
Methods at 
Meetings 
 
BCBH – 
Minutes of 
Board Meetings 

BYLAWS OF THE BOARD BCBF 
BOARD OPERATIONS OCTOBER 18, 2021 
RULES OF ORDER 
The Board of Education shall observe Robert's Rules of Order (most current version) 
where such procedure does not conflict with the Board's bylaws and/or laws governing 
the operation of a board of education. 
 
BYLAWS OF THE BOARD BCBFA 
BOARD OPERATIONS OCTOBER 18, 2021 
QUORUM 
A majority of the members elected or appointed to and serving on the Board is 
required to constitute a quorum.  The same majority is required to approve a motion. 
 
BYLAWS OF THE BOARD BCBG 
BOARD OPERATIONS OCTOBER 18, 2021 
VOTING METHOD AT MEETINGS 
Voting shall be by voice roll call.  All roll call votes shall be recorded by the Board 
secretary and included in the minutes of the meetings. 
 
BYLAWS OF THE BOARD BCBH 
BOARD OPERATIONS OCTOBER 18, 2021 
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETINGS 
The Board secretary shall keep a proper record of Board of Education proceedings.  In 
the absence of the Board secretary, the president shall appoint a secretary pro tempore. 
 
The minutes shall include the date, time, place, members present, members absent, all 
decisions made at open meetings and the purpose or purposes for which closed 
sessions are called, and all roll call votes.  Proposed and approved minutes of the 
Board are public records open to public inspection.  Copies shall be provided upon 
request to members of the public in accordance with law. 
 
The minutes shall be signed by the Board secretary or by the secretary pro tempore. 
 
Proposed minutes of the Board will be available for public inspection during regular 
business hours at the Board of Education offices, 15125 Farmington Road, Livonia, 
Michigan, not more than eight business days after the meeting to which the minutes 
refer, and approved minutes of each meeting will be available for public inspection 
during regular business hours at the same location not more than five business days 
after the meeting at which the minutes are approved. 

   
  Ayes: Acosta, Bonifield, Bradford, Burton, Centers, Jarvis, Johnson 

Nays: None 
 

Adjournment  President Burton adjourned the meeting at 8:42 p.m. 
   
Off/Supt/jw   
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