Parkrose

School District

Religious Holiday Policy Guidance Draft 2019
The policy of the district reflects a commitment to the principles of religious neutrality and the

accommodation of diversity, promoting respect and understanding of different beliefs and
customs. To include religious music, symbols, art or writings in school programs, displays,
performances, classroom activities and/or celebrations, the teacher must demonstrate an
educational purpose consistent with the stated objectives of the curriculum. Therefore, reflective
preview by teacher and administrator of the content of such activities is necessary and
appropriate. In considering any material, the artistic, social and cultural aspects relevant to the
purpose for including the material should be taken into account.

Commitments from Parkrose:

e The district and school calendars shall be prepared with the intent to avoid conflicts with
the religious holidays of all faiths. Where conflicts are unavoidable, care should be taken
to avoid tests, special projects, introduction of new concepts and other activities which
would be difficult or impossible to make up. The students who remain in school should
continue to have meaningful learning experiences.

e A month by month guide to help provide guidance on how to appropriately observe
religious holidays in Parkrose.

e A commitment to reviewing and supporting the implementation of this new policy to
ensure we are providing coaching and guidance around this policy.

e We should:
Have an approach that is academic and not devotional.

O

Focus on the awareness of religions rather than acceptance of any one religion.

o

Sponsor study about religion, not the practice of religion.

o

Expose students to a diversity of religious views and do not impose any particular
view.

Educate about all religions — do not promote or denigrate any religion.

Inform students about various beliefs, rather than conform students to any
particular belief.
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School Year Holidays
Month by Month Guide (These are not areas that must be taught in schools, but can be observed

and shared in a thoughtful objective manner to learn more about religious customs and holidays
that play a vital role in understanding the beliefs and customs.)
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http://www.calendarpedia.com/when-is/lent.html
http://www.calendarpedia.com/when-is/easter.html
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moveable_feast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Islam
https://www.britannica.com/science/month
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Muslim-calendar
https://www.britannica.com/topic/fasting
https://www.britannica.com/science/period-geologic-time
https://www.britannica.com/topic/prayer
https://www.britannica.com/topic/mosque
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Quran
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Being Culturally Responsive

When it comes time to highlight specific cultural holidays, how do you pick the right
culturally responsive materials? No matter what you choose to shed light on the subject
(a lesson plan, ongoing unit study, field trip, cultural fair, special performance
presentation, etc.), the goal is to expand your students' knowledge, interest, and
respect for the group being featured. Here are some ideas to help you highlight
multicultural and religious holidays appropriately, and select the right activities and
materials:

Recognize various talents and accomplishments when focusing on
people. Do not limit your commemoration to famous leaders and heroes. Go
beyond Martin Luther King, Cesar Chavez, and Susan B. Anthony to find other
little-known role models who are historical and contemporary.

Consult more than one internet or library source and do not expect a
student to be your sole "ambassador"” or resource for finding out about a
whole culture or ethnic background. Multiple sources are always a good idea
for formulating knowledge about a particular subject. More importantly, do not
put a particular student on the spot without asking them beforehand if they are
comfortable sharing information with the whole class. Each student is an
individual and their experiences may or may not be similar to that of the group
they represent.

Incorporate the information you select into existing lesson plans or
special projects. Don't miss out on the opportunity to make this into an
ongoing process for learning. One great source of information is children's books,
which often have background information and activities, such as these titles
about Ramadan, Chinese New Year, and Dia de los muertos.

Make it more than just about food, music, or popular icons. As with the
earlier tips on holiday celebrations, it is best to precede these type of events or
approaches with meaningful and thoughtful pre-planned lessons, information,
and learning. There is more to St. Patrick's Day than wearing green and pinning
up images of leprechauns — turn the holiday into an opportunity to learn about
the Irish people and their history.

Seek various representatives to show the diversity within a common
group.Keep in mind that no one group is as homogenous as it might seem. To



https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Shavuot/History/Rabbinic.shtml
http://www.colorincolorado.org/read/forkids/ramadan/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/read/forkids/chinese_new_year/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/read/forkids/day_dead/
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illustrate, Latinos may share the same language and have very similar customs
but there are many cultural differences between countries — for example, only
Mexicans celebrate Cinco de Mayo; Argentinians, on the other hand, will most
likely have never heard of the celebration or know what it stands for, and will
celebrate different holidays. "Chinese" New Year, on the other hand, is not only
celebrated by the Chinese. Other Asian cultures refer to it as Lunar New Year.
Plan ahead of time. Don't wait until the day of the celebration or designated
month to bring up the subject. If the topic at hand involves a heritage group
represented in your classroom, consult with the student and their families about
your plans, and find out if they are interested in and comfortable sharing stories,
traditions, or family history. Ask them for suggestions and ideas.

Encourage other children who may not have "official" holidays
representing them or whose families have lived in the U.S. for multiple
generations to explore and share their own heritage and background. For
children who come from the mainstream background, ask them where their
ancestry is from. Students may not realize that people of European background
do not share the same languages or traditions — for example, explore the
differences between countries like Sweden and Portugal or Hungary and
Scotland. While they may not relate to the language and customs of their
ancestors anymore, it is important to point out their own immigrant roots and
emphasize how rich we are as a nation because of our immigrant heritages.



