
Kivgiq Sample Work 

Harold Kaveolook School 

 

 

 

 

The students watched a captivating video on YouTube 
titled How Kivgiq Began, featuring Jerica Niayuq 
Leavitt, where she shared the rich history and cultural 
history and significance of the Kivgiq festival. As they 
watched, they were tasked to take note of the 
important events. The teacher paused at some points 
of the video to check student’s understanding by 
asking comprehension questions. After watching the 
video, the students were tasked to sequencing the 
important events based on how they were narrated 
in the video. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this activity, the students 
were tasked to write simple 
poems inspired by the story 
about Kivgiq. They used any 
of the elements of a poem to 
make their writing more 
interesting and captivating. 

 

 

 

 

2nd & 3rd Grade Student Reports on Kivgiq:  













Aḷak School  

 
Parade Banner       Hats 
2nd Grade       Pre-Kindergarten 
Andre Bordeaux      Adley Osborn 
Beverly Aveoganna      Lawrence Panik-Tooyak 
 
 

 

 

 

Drum Making 
1st Grade 
Aria Bodfish 
Zoey Ekak 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Cross Country Skiing 
Billie Nashoalook – 5th Grade 
Janelle Kagak – 5th Grade 
Jean Wade – 7th Grade 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Kivgiq Games 
Janelle Kagak – 5th Grade 
Cadie Ekak – 6th Grade 
Eric Gunderson – 6th Grade 
Carmen Ungudruk – 6th Grade 
Messiah Agnasagga – 6th Grade 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Parade  
Illisiuraq Ningeok-Swan – 4th Grade 
Cadie Ekak – 6th Grade  



Kali School 

We talked about maġlak-to present a gift to him/her before one dances so that he/she may get up and dance 
as well. We also talked about the selling of art at the Kivgiq. To have skill to support themselves through the 
arts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art by 2nd grader, Kanisan Kayutaq Oyagak. He is 
learning weaving and designing his art.  

Art by 2nd grader, Todd Patititaq Hank. He is 
learning weaving and designing his art.  

Art by 1st grader Lincoln Apayuaq Henry-Pikok. He is 
learning to weave.  

Art by 1st grader Alexandra Quliuq Tukrook. 
She is learning to loom bead. 



Tikiġaq School 

Kindergarten and 1st Grade worked on traditionally measured qupaks for parkas, measured from elbow to 
fingertip and designed the qupaks using 2D shapes studied in math. For the mukluk bottoms, in an attempt to 
traditionally measure, the shapes were cut wrong or sized wrong, with the class reflecting on how it may have 
happened and respected the knowledge and practice of seamstresses that do this type of work.  For 
storytelling, students each made a part of the story to color for, “Itałłuk Goes to Niġliq” and as they glued their 
piece to the poster in class, told their characters story.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students in another class selected a specific topic reflecting Iñupiaq values and life and created poems.  

 

 

Students measured 70ft using yard sticks to demonstrate how big a bowhead whale is and how many students 
it would take to equal its length (18 Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade students). 



Meade River School 

In preparation for Kivgiq, Meade River School students ran a race to determine each class’s kimmik. Students 
carried a note with their name and each top finisher was recognized in front of the school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nuiqsut Trapper School  

5th Grade Class Unit on Eagle Drums on three writing assignments / drawings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten unit on trade and crafting 

  



Nunamiut School 

Students were prompted to write something about each day Kivgiq was held like the opening ceremony, 
procession of villages, messenger race, color guard, if they learned about anything new, and were asked to 
draw what they saw.  

Kindergarten student projects displayed on bulletin board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Barrow High School 

Iñupiaq Mathematical Cultural Projects submitted by students for Mr. Weber’s algebra class following a rubric 
demonstrating cultural connection, mathematical complexity, Kivgiq festival research, presentation quality, 
and oral explanation.  

 

Project by: Ashlee Rangel and 
Jalyn Soriano 

Superimposed Fibonacci 
Sequence laid over drawing 

 

 

Project by: Emily Anderson and Toni Leavitt 

Students presented in class using the drawing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Metals Class making knives and ulus as an ongoing project 

 



Kiita Learning Community  

These are a few artwork samples from social studies students representing what Kivgiq meant to them 
personally or to the community.  

 

 

  



Eben Hopson Middle School 

Prior to Kivgiq, the 7th grade ELA classes watched a video on how Kivgiq began with Jerica Niayuq Leavitt, 
produced by Iḷisaġvik College and were instructed to write an essay. Students were encouraged to research 
the topic using various sites and created a “Storyboard.” This is like a cartoon where the paper is folded to 
make smaller squares, and the student draws pictures to represent the different parts of the story. No words 
used. The students were also guided to create/draw their costumes and accessories for their own story and 
dance motions for Kivgiq.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




