
Textbook Recommendations 
2025-2026
April 14 , 2025



Strategic Plan- Instruction & Learning

PRIORITY 3: Through strong district and building leadership, deepen 
implementation of high-quality practices and programming.

● Enhance core instructional programming PK-12.
● Enhance core instructional practices PK-12.
● Align and enhance supplemental instructional supports PK-12 to meet the needs 

of each student.

Each text or instructional material selection is an opportunity to move OPS closer to 
our goal of equitably educating with excellence.



Textbook/Instructional Materials Proposals
● Journalism (OHS)
● Creative Writing (OHS)
● Contemporary Literature (OHS)
● AP Statistics (OHS)
● French I (CMS/OHS)
● Spanish I (CMS/OHS)



OPS Textbook Recommendation Process
1. Teachers review multiple textbooks using the following criteria and tools:

a. Readability
b. Standards Alignment
c. Culturally Responsive Curriculum Scorecard 
d. Assessing Bias in Standards & Curricular Materials Tool

2. Approval process by Committee (Elementary), Department Chairs (KMS, CMS) or Area 
Coordinators (OHS)

3. Presentation & approval by District Advisory Council

4. Presentation to Board of Education. 



OHS ELA



Journalism     Last Approved: NA

Course Information: This course focuses on news, feature, 
advertising, and editorial writing for the OHS student 
publication, The OHS Press. Students will also use 
programs for design, editing, layout, photography, and art. 
Students will be responsible for writing, selling 
advertisements, and producing print and online 
publications. This course requires after-school time 
commitment.

Current Reality: No current subscriptions

Recommendation: 
● The Michigan Daily
● New York Times (previously approved for other 

courses at the high school)

Rationale for selection: 
● Representation of diverse perspectives and 

communities, including authentic, real-life narratives.
● High standards of journalistic writing and contributes 

meaningfully to the course’s emphasis on objective, 
balanced, and representative journalism.

 

Creative Writing 12     Last Approved: 2013

Course Information: This class will provide models, 
instruction, and experiences in a variety of creative writing 
genres, including poetry, creative nonfiction, and short 
stories. Students enrolling in this course should plan to 
write every day. This course is designed for those students 
who really enjoy writing.

Current Reality: This text will supplement the current text, 
On Writing, A Memoir of the Craft by Stephen King.

Recommendation: 
● Improv for Writers

Rationale for selection: 
● This text offers engaging, interactive strategies 

rooted in improvisational techniques to help 
students overcome writer’s block, spark creativity, 
and build confidence in their writing voice.

● Complements the foundational guidance to support 
a dynamic, student-centered approach to creative 
expression.



Contemporary Literature- 12      Last Approved: 2018

Course Information: This course will center on outstanding and award-winning contemporary literature reflecting several 
genres. A variety of books will stimulate exploration, discussion, and reflection of themes in relation to social justice and 
current issues. Students will reflect on the reading material using group discussions, literary circles, creative projects, 
analytical essays, book reviews and journal entries. The course is designed for students who enjoy reading and are willing 
to stretch their present scope of literary taste.

Current Reality: The House on Mango Street (Cisneros), The Kite Runner (Hosseini), About a Boy (Hornby), Wit (Edson), The 
Lovely Bones (Sebold), Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone (Rowling), City of Thieves (Benioff), Looking for Alaska (Green), 
The Perks of being a Wallflower (Chobsky), The Hunger Games (Collins), Where’d You Go, Bernadette (Semple)

Recommendation: To replace current texts with “contemporary” novels written in the 21st century that authentically reflect 
the lived experiences of the students at OHS. There are a total of 22 new texts being recommended. 

Rationale for selection: 
● Each title has been thoroughly evaluated using the District Textbook Review Tool to ensure alignment with district 

standards and instructional goals.
● The selected texts reflect a strong commitment to the District vision by amplifying underrepresented voices, 

addressing complex social issues with thoughtfulness and nuance, and avoiding stereotypes and historical 
inaccuracies. 

● These novels are intended to foster critical dialogue among students around themes of power, privilege, and identity, 
while cultivating an inclusive classroom environment in which all students feel seen, valued, and empowered to 
participate meaningfully in conversations about the world around them.









OHS Math

AP Statistics    
Last Approved: 2018

Current Reality: 
Current online licenses have expired.

Recommendation: The Practice of Statistics, 7th 
Edition

Rationale for selection: 
● Recommended by the Advanced Placement (AP) 

Statistics program.
● Proven to be a valuable resource for students 

enrolled in the AP Statistics course.
● Authored by experienced AP exam graders, the text 

is specifically designed to align with the 
expectations and rigor of the AP exam.

● Previous editions have supported strong student 
performance.

● Offers a comprehensive set of instructional 
materials and resources to enhance teaching and 
learning.



World Language



French I    Last Approved: 2018

Current Reality: Bien Dit

Recommendation: Nous Sommes Level 1

Rationale for selection: 
● Specifically designed to align with current research in 

second language acquisition, which emphasizes the 
importance of contextual, meaningful learning 
experiences.

● Supports a more modern, flexible, and acquisition-driven 
approach to language instruction.

● Demonstrated strong student engagement and 
accessibility for all learners. Its emphasis on storytelling 
provides a powerful framework for language acquisition, 
allowing students to connect with the content on a deeper 
level. 

● The curriculum incorporates a rich variety of cultural 
materials, including music, art, humor, current events, and 
history, which enhances both relevance and retention.

● This curriculum represents a significant improvement over 
the traditional textbook model and is highly recommended 
for broader implementation within the district.

Spanish I    Last Approved: 2018

Current Reality: Auténtico

Recommendation: Somos Level 1

Rationale for selection: 
● Current research in second language acquisition 

emphasizes the importance of contextualized learning 
through meaningful, culturally relevant storytelling.

● Well-aligned with research-based best practices, 
promoting language development through engaging, 
context-rich instruction that integrates grammar, 
vocabulary, and cultural understanding.

● Introduces concepts through authentic materials such 
as music, art, humor, current events, and historical 
narratives, making language acquisition both relevant 
and motivating for students. 

● Significant advantages over the previous textbook 
approach, offering a more dynamic and effective 
pathway for student learning. Based on this experience 
and its alignment with pedagogical research, SOMOS 
represents a valuable improvement to our language 
instruction model.



In Conclusion
● These textbooks and materials will maintain and enhance the instructional 

excellence and learning at all levels. These materials will help to meet learners needs’ 

academically, provide diverse perspectives and cultures, and utilize the district’s 1:1 

initiative. 

● The materials will position us well for the future, both in person and online.

● All of these proposed textbooks have been reviewed by the District Advisory Council.

● Materials are available for parent review at Central Office for the next two weeks.

● District textbook review calendars will be reviewed and updated to ensure timely 

review and implementation of instructional resources. 



Questions?


