
Lesson one Teacher guide 

A useful term is ‘morpheme.’ A morpheme refers to the smallest unit of sound that carries 
meaning. Take for instance the word ‘dog.’ ‘Dog’ is a dingle morpheme that caries meaning, it 
lets you know that one is referring to a canine, an mammal with fur who is often ‘mans beat 
friend.’ When we add the plural ‘-s’ to the end we are attaching another morpheme (in this case 
a ‘bound morpheme,’ a morphed that must be attached to another morpheme in order to 
garnish meaning). ‘Dog’ becomes ‘Dogs’ and, with those two morpheme, we know that it is 
referring to multiple canines.


nīītsīī•ṗo´•˝sin nǎaṗii•ṗo´•˝sin 

āisoōṗǎ•tsis Chair  (flat sitting apparatus) 

iiṫāasoōyō´•ṗ´ Table (flat surface where we eat)

ṗoōkwǔn Ball 

ō˝k̇o´tṫǒk̇ii Rock 

ǎaṗoǒṫǎa Airplane  (flying / soaring)

āaksissṫoōmǎaṫoōmǎa˝kǎa

Or

āaksissṫoōmǎaṫō´kssk̇ǎasi

Car  (runs on its own)

k̇o´s Cup 

nīītsīī•ṗo´•˝sin nǎaṗii•ṗo´•˝sin 

ninnǎ Man 

ǎa•k̇ii Woman 

su˝k̇ō´mǎaṗii Boy 

ǎa•k̇iik̇ō´wǔn Girl 

mǔtṫǔṗii Person 

imitṫǎa Dog 

ṗo´nōk̇ǎamitṫǎa Horse  (elk dog)

sissṫ•tsii Bird 

ṗo´nōk̇ǎa Elk 

ṗo´ssǎ Cat 

āaksinnii Pig 

ǎaṗoǒtskinǎa Cow  (white horn)

kǎanāissk̇iinǎa Mouse 



Lesson one Teacher guide 

Table, writing board, and writing utensil have a similar structure. They each end with the 
inclusive plural [-yō´•ṗ´] and begin with a morpheme that signifies whether the verb is realized at 
a place (such as table and writing board) or if it enables the verb to be realized (as in pencil). 
This will be more elaborated in future lessons 


Give me, give her/him, take it, and take her/him are verbs that one should take note. We see 
that when the command is directed towards as speaker it end in either [-kk̇iṫ´] or [-ook̇iṫ´] and 
when the speaker is directing the command to another person is end with an [-s]. This is a 
grammatical for which will be cover in more detail in future lessons. Something very important 
to cover id the ending [-ṫ´] morpheme that signifies a command. When the [-ṫ´] is used it 
indicates you are instructing one person, when instructing more than one person you replace 
that morpheme with a [-k̇´]. Therefore, if you are instructing your entire class to stand you say, 
niiṗo´ṗo´yik̇´, and if you are instructing an entire class to sit you say, mǎk̇ōṗiik̇´. 


iiṫāissinǎk̇yō´•ṗ´ Writing board  (place where we write at)

i´ṫāissinǎk̇yō´•ṗ´  Writing utensil  (thing we write with)

kiṫtsim Door 

nīītsīī•ṗo´•˝sin nǎaṗii•ṗo´•˝sin 

nīītsīī•ṗo´•˝sin nǎaṗii•ṗo´•˝sin

mǎkōṗiiṫ´ Sit down 

niiṗo´ṗo´yiṫ´ Stand up strait 

miisṫǎpṗoōṫ´ Go away 

ṗoō˝sǎṗoōṫ´ Come here

iiyisstsiṫ´ Listen 

isstṫǎpṗoōṫ´ nii kiṫtsim go to(ward) the door 

isstṫǎpṗoōṫ´ nii iiṫāisinǎk̇yō´•ṗ´ Go to(ward) the writing board 

k̇oǒk̇iṫ´ Give me

k̇oǒtsis Give her/him 

mǎṫtsiṫ´ Take it

mǎtṫō´os Take her/him 

k̇ikk̇ǎ Hold up!

k̇ǔkk̇oǒ Go head 

mǎ• Here!
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When calling roll you can ask “where is _____” [nǎanǎa˝k _________] and the students reply 
with nikk̇ō´•ṫoō. 

“where are you” is tsǎa k̇iṫtsiṫǎ•ṗāissṗ´ (this will be covered in a later lesson) 


nīītsīī•ṗo´•˝sin nǎaṗii•ṗo´•˝sin 

ōkii Hello 

niṫtsin´k̇ǎasim ___________ My name is _________

niiksissṫǎa ǒṫtsin´k̇ǎasim my mothers name is __________

ninnǎa My father is 

nǔ•ǎa˝s My grand parent is 

nikk̇ō´•ṫoō I am here / I have arrived 

nitṫǎaksṫaitṫǎpṗoō˝ṗ´ mǎkǎ•ṗo´yiss May I go to(ward) the restroom (bad lodge)


