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Special Education Activities 0

  SpEd referral hearing screenings are scheduled for February 19, at the SpEd 
Office from 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM

 PreK and K Hearing screenings will be scheduled through the SpEd Department 
at a date in the near future. 

 Staff training webinar for Goalbook Toolkit will be Wednesday, February 3 
from 3:30 – 5:00PM. The staff of SpEd teachers and specialists will be utilizing 
the program starting the week of February 8. We are excited to be 
implementing this resource into our daily IEP planning and writing! Below is an 
overview of the program, and what it will do for our SpEd teachers and 
program.  

                                                          20 minute Toolkit Overview

 As we continue the discussion of the Procedural Safeguard as the guiding 
principles and rights for parents with students that have been identified as 
SpEd eligible, and the different categories of qualification, the next areas of 
identification under IDEA I would like to discuss this month is Hearing Impaired 
and Visual Impaired. 

http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Special%20Education/Guides/Procedural%20SafeguardsMay2020.pdf?ver=2020-05-21-065111-220
https://vimeo.com/452279354/0982b7bce7


Hearing Impaired, also known as and preferred by individuals that are 
identified in this category, hard of hearing. It is defined as a diminished or 
defective sense of hearing, but not completely deaf. 

Learners that are hard of hearing benefit from accommodations such as (but 
not limited to) reduced background noise, preferential seating, being able to 
see the instructors face, and getting the learners attention before speaking to 
them so they are able to focus on your face. The Hearing Loss Association of 
America is great website to connect with information about hearing 
impairments or hard of hearing www.hearingloss.org  

Visual Impairment, or low vision is a severe reduction in vision that cannot be 
corrected with standard glasses or contact lenses and reduces an individual’s 
ability to function in normal day to day activities.

Learners with a Visual Impairment benefit from accommodations and 
modifications to help them be successful within the learning environment such 
as ( but not limited to) changes in the medium used, changes in ways the 
materials are presented, allowing alternate ways to demonstrate learning and 
preferential seating.  The National Association for Parents of Children with 
Visual Impairments has great links and information for parents and teachers of 
learners with a visual impairment.    www.nei.nih.gov  

http://www.hearingloss.org/
http://www.nei.nih.gov/






   


