State or Federal mandates imposed on local schools
must be suspended or accompanied with sufficient
resources to enable public schools to meet those
mandates such as special education underfunding

and charter school lack of funding for resident
students.

The State of Minnesota should continue funding
of both inter-district and intra-district integration
revenue. Any further redistribution of integration
aid should be tied to a specific consensus on the
proper use of integration funding. The MDE should
continue to cooperate with districts to further develop
programs that provide choice, reduce segregation,

close the learning gap, and promote integrated
learning experiences for all students.

Permanent structural change in Minnesota’s tax
system must be combined with school finance reform
efforts being considered. Tax reform should include
replacing school district reliance on property tax
increases with other state taxes, greater equalization
of the operating referendum, and continuing to
restore the original fevel of debt service equalization.

Mandates that have negative, unintended
consequences should be considered for repeal
or revision. Included would be system-wide
technology infrastructure investments that would
result in enhanced efficiency, eliminating mandated
newspaper publishing that could be more effectively

done via websites and provide funding to implement
staff evaluation systems.

Minnesota State Capitol Dome photo by Jonathunder; Minresota State Capitof Building photo by Alexius Horatius; Dulith Aerial Lift Bridge photo by JIipaf.



