ALEDO ISD BOARD MEETING TEMPLATE

MEETING DATE: March 18, 2013
AGENDA ITEM: Report Item — Thinking Maps Training
PRESENTER: Kathy Allen

ALIGNS TO BOARD PRIORITY:
e Learning — The District will provide an aligned, rigorous curriculum, with instructional
and technology programs preparing students to meet or exceed all educational
standards.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: In order to keep the Board informed concerning District
initiatives for instructional practices, the following information is being presented:

e Thinking Maps training is an AISD initiative designed to provide teachers with
instructional tools to promote and develop critical thinking skills that can be used by
students in a variety of subjects and settings. For struggling students, especially in the
area of writing, the inability to focus and organize their thinking is often the student’s
greatest challenge. This systematic way of thinking helps level the playing field for
academically struggling students and helps other students apply learning in more
complex ways.

e The Thinking Maps process facilitates four specific habits of the mind: listening and
understanding, collection of data, questioning and hypothesizing, and metacognition
(organization of the thinking processes). When students develop Thinking Maps
during learning opportunities, the overall experience is more meaningful to all
students.

e Teachers benefit when students put their thinking on a map because the visual allows
the teacher to obtain information on how students are organizing and applying their
thinking processes. Teachers also have a better understanding of the student’s
attention to detail, order, and the relationships that students are able to draw between
concepts.

e The district-wide implementation of Thinking Maps is one of many instructional
strategies that teachers can utilize to help student’s master content and develop
critical thinking skills.

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS: Report Item Only — See Attached Examples

FISCAL NOTE: None, the district is utilizing currently budgeted funds, Title Il, and
instructional allotment monies to pay for training and teacher materials.

ADMINISTRATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS: Report Item Only
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