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201 LEGAL STATUS OF THE SCHOOL BOARD 
 
I. PURPOSE 

 
The car e,  manage ment and control  of  t he school s i s vest ed by st atut ory and 
constit uti onal  aut hority in t he school  boar d.   The Cr osby-Iront on Publi c School s, 
school  boar d shall  carry out  t he mi ssi on of  the school  di stri ct  wi t h dili gence, 
pr udence,  and dedi cation t o t he i deal s of  pr ovi di ng t he fi nest  publi c educati on.  
The pur pose of  t hi s poli cy i s t o defi ne t he authority,  duti es and power s of  t he 
school  boar d i n carryi ng out its mi ssi on.  
 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLI CY 
 

A.  The school  boar d i s t he gover ni ng body of  t he school  di stri ct.  As such, t he 
school  boar d has responsi bility f or t he car e,  manage ment,  and control 
over publi c school s i n the school  di stri ct. 

 
B.  Gener all y,  el ect ed member s of  t he school  boar d have bi ndi ng authori t y 

onl y when acti ng as a school  boar d l egall y i n sessi on,  except  wher e 
speci fi c aut horit y i s pr ovi ded t o school  boar d me mber s or officer s 
i ndi vi duall y.   Gener all y, t he school  boar d i s not  bound by an acti on or 
st at ement  on t he part  of  an i ndi vi dual  school  boar d me mber unl ess t he 
acti on i s speci fi call y di rect ed or aut hori zed by the school  boar d.  
 

III. DEFI NI TI ON 
 

“School board” means the governing body of the school district. 

 

I V. ORGANI ZATI ON AND MEMBERSHI P 

 
A.  The me mber shi p of  t he school  boar d consi st s of si x el ect ed di rect ors.   The 

t er m of offi ce i s f our years.  

 

B.  Ther e may be ot her ex offi ci o me mber s of  t he school  boar d as pr ovi ded by 
l aw.  The superi nt endent i s an ex offi ci o me mber.  

 

C.  A maj ority of  voti ng me mber s constit ut es a quor um.   The act  of  t he 
maj orit y of a quor um i s t he act of t he school  boar d.  

 
 

V.  POWERS AND DUTI ES 
 

A.  The school  boar d has power s and duti es speci fi ed by st at ut e.   The school  
boar d’ s aut hority i ncl udes i mpli ed power s i n addi ti on t o speci fi c power s 
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gr ant ed by t he l egi sl at ure.  
 
B.  The school  boar d exerci ses admi ni strati ve f uncti ons.   It  al so has cert ai n 

power s of  a l egi sl ati ve char act er and ot her power s of  a quasi -j udi ci al  
char act er. 

 

C.  The school  boar d shall  superi nt end and manage t he school s of  t he school  
di stri ct; adopt  rul es f or t hei r or gani zati on,  gover nment,  and i nstruction; 
pr escri be t ext books and courses of  st udy;  and make and aut hori ze 
contract s. 

 

D.  The school  boar d shall have t he gener al  charge of  t he busi ness of  the 
school  di stri ct, its f acilities and pr opert y, and of t he i nt erest of t he school s.  

 

E.  The school  boar d,  among ot her duti es,  shal l  perf or m t he f oll owi ng i n 
accor dance wi t h appli cabl e l aw:  
 
1.  pr ovi de by l evy of  t ax,  necessary f unds f or t he conduct  of  school s, 

t he pay ment  of  i ndebtedness,  and all  pr oper expenses of  t he 
school  di stri ct; 

 

2.  conduct  t he busi ness of  t he school s and pay i ndebt edness and 
pr oper expenses;  

 

3.  make and aut hori ze contract s;  
 

4.  empl oy and contract wi t h necessary qualifi ed t eacher s and 
di schar ge t he same f or cause;  

 

5.  manage t he school s;  adopt  rul es f or t hei r or gani zati on,  gover nment, 
and i nstructi on;  pr escri be t ext books and courses of  st udy;  and 
make and aut hori ze contract s;  

 
6.  pr ovi de servi ces t o pr omot e t he heal t h of its pupil s; 
 
7.  pr ovi de school  buil di ngs and er ect needed buildi ngs;  
 
8.  purchase,  sell, and exchange school  di stri ct  pr opert y and 

equi pment  as deemed necessary by t he school  boar d f or school  
pur poses;  

 
9.  pr ovi de f or pay ment  of  cl ai ms agai nst  t he school  di stri ct,  and 

pr osecut e and def end acti ons by or agai nst  t he school  di stri ct, i n all 
pr oper cases;  

 
10.  empl oy and di schar ge necessary empl oyees and contract  f or ot her 

servi ces;  
 

11.  pr ovi de f or transport ati on of  pupil s t o and from school ,  as gover ned 
by st at ut e; and 
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12.  pr ocur e i nsur ance agai nst  li ability of  t he school  di stri ct, it s offi cers 
and empl oyees.  

 

F.  The school  boar d, at its di scr eti on, may perf orm t he f oll owi ng:  
 

1.  pr ovi de li brary f acilities,  publi c eveni ng school s,  adul t  and 
conti nui ng educati on pr ogr ams,  summer  school  pr ogr ams and 
i nt ersessi on cl asses of fl exi bl e school  year programs;  

 
2.  f urni sh school  l unches for pupil s and t eachers on such t er ms as t he 

school  boar d det er mi nes;  
 

3.  ent er i nt o agr eement s wi t h one or mor e ot her i ndependent  school  
di stri ct s t o provi de f or agr eed upon educati onal  servi ces;  

 

4.  l ease rooms or buil di ngs f or school  pur poses;  
 
5.  aut hori ze t he use of  school  f aciliti es f or communi t y pur poses t hat 

wi ll not i nt erf ere wi t h t hei r use f or school  pur poses;  
 

6.  aut hori ze cocurri cul ar and extracurri cul ar acti viti es;  
 
7.  recei ve,  f or t he benefit of  t he school  di stri ct, bequest s,  donati ons,  or 

gi ft s f or any pr oper pur pose; and 
 

8.  perf or m ot her act s as t he school  boar d shall  deem t o be r easonabl y 
necessary or requi red for t he gover nance of t he school s.  
 

 

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 123A.22 (Cooperative Centers) 

Minn. Stat. § 123B.02 (general powers) 

Minn. Stat. § 123B.09 (school board powers) 

Minn. Stat. § 123B.14 (school district officers) 

Minn. Stat. § 123B.23 (Liability Insurance) 

Minn. Stat. § 123B.49 (Cocurricular and Extracurricular Activities; 

Insurance) 

Minn. Stat. § 123B.51 (Schoolhouses and Sites; Access for Noncurricular 

Purposes) 

Minn. Stat. § 123B.85 (definition) 

Jensen v. Indep. Consol. Sch Dist #85,160 Minn. 233, 199 N.W. 911-1924 

 

Cross References: Policy 101 (Legal Status of the School District) 

Policy 202 (School Board Officers) 

Policy 203 (Operation of the School Board-Governing Rules) 

Policy 205 (Open Meetings and Closed Meetings) 

MSBA Service Manual, Chapter 1, School District Governance, Powers 

and Duties 


