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West Ado Ouidelines lor Studenl tees

Authority:
Paulson v. Minidoka
1985 State of ldaho: Guidelines for Charges of Stuent Fees

The student may be required to furnish paper and pencils, and other items which are consumed

on an individual basis, if the quality and quantity of such items are not prescribed.

Authority:
Paulson v. Minidoka
Jokiv. Meridian School District

1985 State of ldaho: Guidelines for Charges of Student Fees

Where a class is offered as part of the regular academic courses, the class must be offered

without charge. The best determinate of whether a class is part of the regular academic

course is whether academic credit toward graduation is granted for the class. No fees will be

charged for consumable materials required by the course, such as art, culinary art, etc.

lf students, by choice, go beyond the requirements of a course, they may be charged for

additional materials and reimburse the school district for the extra materials utilized.

Authority:
Jokiv. Meridian School District

The Court ruled that the junior class dues fall in a category'generally imposed on all students

whether they participate in extra-curricular activities or not, which becomes a charge on

attendance at the schooli'The Court ruled:?s such, they are impermissiblei'

Authority:
1 985 State of ldaho: Guidelines for Charges of Student Fees

For reasons of personal health and safety, students may be required to furnish their own

equipment for music courses.
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West tdo Guldelines for Student lees

Authority:
Paulson v. Minidoka
Jokiv. Meridian School District
1985 State of ldaho: Guidelines for Charges of Student Fees

A co-curricular course will be offered without fees so long as it is part of the regular academic

course and academic credit toward graduation is granted for the class. Students may choose

to accompany a co-curricular class on extra-curricular events for performances and/or

competitiont, brt are not required to do so. A fee may be assessed for travel and/or necessary

attire for the extra-curricular events.

Authority:
Paulson v. Minidoka
Jokiv. Meridian School District

1g85 State of ldaho: Guidelines for charges of student Fees

Field trips are considered educational activities that are part of a school districtt educational

program. As such, no fees may be assessed in order to participate in field trips.

Authority:
ldaho Code Section 33-5505(3)

ldaho Code Section 33-5508

Paulson v. Minidoka
Jokiv. Meridian School District

The district will pay the course fee for each student enrolled in ldaho Digital Learning Academy

(IDLA) courses, if the course is part of the student's full-time enrollment. The district may

require a student to pay a course fee if a student enrolls in additional courses beyond full-time

enrollment, or a student elects to participate in summer school courses.

Authority:
ldaho Code Section 33-302

The district may make students/parents responsible for any fees charged by colleges or

universities to receive college credit for dual credit courses. Additionally, the district may make

students/parents responsible for any fees that may be charged by the College Board to take an

advanced placemeni.exam. In the event advanced placement and dual credit courses require

additional textbooks and/or course materials, the studenVparent may be responsible for

payment for those additional textbooks and/or course materials'
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West Ado Guidelines for ltudenl lees

Authority:
Jokiv. Meridian School District

A fee waiver does not make a student fee permissible and is prohibited.

Authority:
ldaho Code 33-603

1 985 State of ldaho: Guidelines for Charges of Student Fees

Students may be charged for extraordinary wear and tear, damage, breakage, or loss of school-issued

materials.

Students may be required, as a condition of graduation, as a condition of issuance of a diploma or

certificate, or as a condition for issuance of a transcrlpt, that all indebtedness incurred when the person

was a student be satisfied, and that all books or other instructional material, uniforms, athletic equipment,

advances on loans, or other personal property of the school district borrowed by the person when he was

a student be returned.

The Board ofTrustees or its designees may excuse these requirements upon an adequate showing of

financial need or other exigency.The lackof payment or return of school property will not delay transfer

of school records to another school district.

Authority:
ldaho Code 33-512(12)

Paulson v. Minidoka
Jokiv. Meridian School District
1985 State of ldaho: Guidelines for Charges of Student Fees

Extracurricular activities are not part of the regular academic courses or curriculum, are not considered a

property, liberty or contract right of any student, and are considered to be a privilege. As such, students

may be-charged for all extracurricular activities in which they voluntarily participate'

Authority:
Paulson v. Minidoka
1g85 State of ldaho: Guidelines for charges of student Fees

The average cost for duplication and issuance of transcripts may be charged after issuance of one free

transcriPt.
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Wegt Ado Ouidelines for Sfudenl lees

Prohibited Jeer

Allowoble Iees

Registration fees

I nvol u nta ry grade-level fees

I nvolu nta ry extracu rricu la r fees

General class fees for any class, regardless whether elective or core class

Class fees for consumables utilized as part of instruction

Field trips

IDLA courses that are part of a student's full-time enrollment

IDLA courses taken beyond full-time enrollment or during summer

Fees for college courses

Advanced placement exams

Reasonable cost of transcript after one initial free transcript

Cost for damage or loss of school property

Fees for voluntary participation in extracurricular activities

Extracurricular fees for voluntary participation in co-curricular classes

Reimbursement for use of consumables in excess of course requirement

Reimbursement for the direct cost of materials provided to a student for item(s)

fabricated from the materials for the student's own possession and use, such as art,

ceramics, etc.

Voluntary attendance as a spectator at a school or district-sponsored activity

school meals, subject to free and reduced price meal program eligibility

Student parking on school grounds



Students' Right to o Jree Publk Iducotion
Wesl Ado 0uidelines for Studenl Jees

Historical Context: ldaho, Montana, & California

The ldaho Supreme Court held that
the school and the entire product to

be received from it by the student
must be free. School books are

indistinguishable from other fixed

educational expenses. Because social

and extra-curricular activities are not
necessary elements of a high school

career, districts may set fees for
students that participate.

(oscode County School Dislricl

lf a course or activity is reasonably

related to a recognized academic

and educational goal ofa school

system it is part of the free, Public
school system commanded bY the

Montana Constitution.

The Supreme Court of California

held thatthe imposition of fees

for educational activities offered

by public schools violates the free

school guarantee of the California

Constitution. They determined
that all educational activities-
curricular or extracurricular-fal I

within the free school guarantee

of article lX, section 5.

The ACLU filed a class action lawsuit

charging that school districts were

charging illegal fees for education
programs including course

workbooks, AP exams, PE. uniforms,

fine arts classes, etc.

ln October 2012, the ACLU dismissed

the lawsuit as a result of the passage

of Assembly Bill 1575.

AB 1575 provides guidance,

notifi cation, and accountability to
ensure the free schools guarantee

is applied equally to all children. lt
established procedures to identifo,

prevent, and address the charging

of student fees in violation of a

student's constitutional right to a

Signed September 29
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Students' Right to o lree Public Education
Wesl Ado Guidelines for Studenl lees
loki v. Meridion School district

',The stabitity of a republican form of government depending mainly upon the intelligence of the people, it shall be

the duty of ihe tegislature of ldaho, to establish and maintain a general, uniform and thorough system of public,

free common schools."

ldaho Constitution, Article lX, Section 1

November l6't,2015

Honoroble Richord D. Greenwood

Meridian School Distric
The suit was initiated on October '1,

2012 by Russell Joki and sixteen other

individuals against the State of ldaho,

State Superintendent Luna, Dept. of
Education, ldaho Legislature, 1 14 public

school districts, and one charter. Due

to procedural issues, it was reduced to
a case solely by the Joki Plaintiffs in

1. where a class is offered as part of the regular academic courses of the school, the course must be offered without

charge.
Based upon the evidence available in this case, the best determinate of whether a class is part of the regular

academic course of the Defendant is whether academic credit toward graduation is granted for the class'

The Court ruled that the junior class dues fall in a category'generally imposed on all students whether they

participate in extra-curricular activities or not, which becomes a charge on attendance at the school.' The Court

ruled:?s such, they are impermissiblel'

The Court rejected the school's position that'bnly those classes offered without charge are part of the

constitutionally required thorough educationl'plaintiffs made as a major point of their case that families should

not be forced to choose whethei they can afford to take a course or not and they should not be required to seek

charity through a waiver.The Court ruled "The fact that the fees may be waived in the discretion of the principal

of the building does NOT render them constitutional.'

With regard to the kindergarten fees charged the Holt sisters, the fees have four components-milk for snacks,

field trips, school supplies, and art suppliei.There is no indication that taking the field trips or receiving the daily

milk is voluntary.This'appears to be a levy against every student for the privilege of attending kindergarten'The

class fees charged the Holt sisters to attend kindergarten were impermissible fees under the holding in Paulson'

ilotice of Appeol to fie ldoho Supreme (ourl

Jonuory l4th, 2016

2.

4.

5.
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Studenls' Righr m u Jree Public Educotion

ldoho Deportnent ol Educction 1970
Poulson v. Minidoko

$aptenber 3, 1985
.e

:

GUIDELIIIES FOR CHTRGES OF STUDETTT Fgg$

Rer Pauleon u, 
"inldok;'tourlty 

schoor or;ttrcr No. 331
Jinuaty 16, 1970

The follouing guidetines ehould be uaed by boards sf truste€s
as they detcrnine thoge EtudGnE charges wbich arc appllcebte in
llght of the Paulson v. xlnidohr court daclrlon;

A reaeonablc fee, repredenting !n average co6t for dupll-
cation and issuance of traoscrlptsr nay be charged after
lgsuance of, thg f lrst tranccrlp.t.

3. School dietrictg cannot.charga' a fee for nGenerll usage
Itcmc"l'as uell as tertbooks rhlcb arc tndtrtl,nguiah;

{. Extracurrlcular couEfes are deflned ti outside the
regular acadenic cours€B or curriculun of a gshool.
Fee* nay.be charged *tudents rho volunFarily parElc-
igate lir these aitlvities. such TGffiEv Include
chargea for activlty tlsk€tsr ctudent counell foasl
newspaperrr annualg or clasg feea.

5. $shool dleErlcts cannot charge a rcglrtration fee.

6. The stud€nb nay be requi-red to furnlsh paper and pencllst
and other iteni uhlch-ar'e consrlned on. an lndtviduil baeist
lf the guallty and.guantlty o.f'sueh lteos tr€ not pre-
ger'lbcd. 

.

7" Chargee can be rnnde for ertraordinary uear and t€aEt
danafe, or breakggel or T6E-6rE-??fi6I booka and mate-
riaIs.

8. Fot r€rson$ of prireonal health and safety, students ney
bc reguired co furnlah tl.reir orn clothtng for pbysical
educatlon courses.

9. Por, reasons of peraonal health and gafetYr students
nay ba requlred to furnish thelr own egulpnent for
mualc cour6eg. .

10. If students, by cholce, go beyond the reguirornentg of a
course, they nray be charged for adldltlonal naEerials.

'feg

School dietricta ar€ advit.

2.

able fron other. fixed educatlonal er1teoEes.
bc chrrqed for librar


