
NAGC 2019        Thank you for the opportunity!







                                                            Speed Geeking!
Tammy Broadhead

● Audience members had 5 minutes to present their favorite apps and websites
● Attached is a list of some of my favorites I gleaned from the class
● Blendspace is a site I have already implemented with my GT kids

*Enables a user to easily and quickly attach video, internet sites, PDFs, google 
documents, and other digital content to a presentation or assignment.
*My students have been assigned the task of acting as a planning committee 
for the City of Rupert. They are to research and plan a Christmas festival 
highlighting Christmas traditions and customs from around the world for the 
citizens of Rupert.
*I was able to compile all of the resources they would need to complete their 
task in one place using Blendspace. 

              Christmas Task Blendspace
              Apps and Website Recommendations

https://www.tes.com/lessons/CSat3F1ejhGZHA/christmas-around-the-world-festival
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qazIhb2y32LOle-sY_CUguTLmCwNA_RiSaQTLEWJjAc/edit?usp=sharing


💡Create flexible groups to do different tasks for the research based on 
the skills they need to practice.
Ex. One can look up definitions for the vocabulary, one can research one question, 
while another group researches another.
Later you could be whole class, then groups can change again.

I’m already applying this to groups for our day 4 and 5 projects in 
Wonders. 

I was able to assign tasks that were better suited to specific children or make 
certain groups smaller for kids who worked better with less people. When 

assigning tasks, I can also think about which children might need more practice 
with a specific skill.

Grouping Tips For
Problem Based Learning

Kim Grove Ideas we learned 
for “gifted” 

learners will be 
beneficial for all 

learners.



Championing Creativity to Improve Critical Thinking

➔ Creativity skills are essential for our gifted learners to develop and reach their full creative 
thinking potential as adults. This will improve the ability to think abstractly and to grasp 
concepts quickly and deeply. This will also improve problem-finding abilities and higher-order 
relations, and the ability to apply these skills to their learning across contents.  

➔ Creativity builds divergent thinking. This includes:
◆ Fluency (many ideas)
◆ Flexibility (different types of ideas)
◆ Originality (unusualness of ideas)
◆ Elaboration (details of ideas)

➔ As an educator we must plan for the building of creativity in our classrooms by “using a wide 
range of idea creation techniques, create new worthwhile ideas, and elaborating, refining, 
analyzing, and evaluating one’s own ideas in order to improve and maximize efforts” (Piirto, 
2011). Being innovative in our planning and instruction is essential to help foster students’ 
creative thinking skills.                                            

Piirto,J. (2004). Understanding Creativity. Scottsdale, AZ: Great Potential Press, Inc. 

Jaclyn Barkes



Identifying and Nurturing 
Exceptional Ability in Young 

Children

Giftedness develops over time. 
Our focus in early childhood should be on 

“Talent Development”.
If we start to develop talent early, we set them up for 

success down the road. 

● Exposure to various domains
● Deliberate cultivation of talents
● Closing the “unequal opportunity to learn” gap
● Listen to our students and let them take 

ownership of their education
● Frontloading, cluster grouping, 

inquiry/problem- based approaches

As we start the identification process early, we close 
the opportunity gap!



Instead of asking, what do you want to be when you grow up, what 
problems do you want to solve when you grow up.


