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June 14, 2023

Mary Ann Maxwell Jones Marc Sherrell, Superintendent
Des Arc School District

sherrellm@desarcschools.org

Donnie Boothe, Superintendent
Hazen School District
dboothe@hazen .k12.ar.us
Re: Appeal Under the Public School Choice Act — Lee Jones Jr.

Everyone:

This letter is to notify you that the Arkansas State Board of Education is scheduled to hear the above-
referenced appeal(s) on Thursday, July 13. 2023. The action item is set for 9:00 a.m. in the
Auditorium of the Arch Ford Education Building. Four Capitol Mall. Little Roc

Arkansas
72201. Any additional materials any party chooses to submit should be provided to my office no later
than 12:00 noon on Fridayv, Julv 7, 2023.

The Arkansas State Board of Education has requested the parent. the non-resident district, and
the resident district attend this meeting and be available for questions.

The above-referenced appeal(s) will be conducted pursuant to the legal authority and jurisdiction vested
in the State Board by the Public School Choice Act and the Division of Elementary and Secondary
Education Rules Governing the Public School Choice Act. You may find copies of these references on
the DESE website at https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/legal/school-choice.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. Please do not hesitate to contact the Arkansas
Department of Education’s Legal Services Division at (501) 683-0087 should you require additional
information.

Sincerely,
/s/Shastady Wagner

Shastady Wagner

Attorney Supervisor

Division of Elementary and Secondary Education
shastady.wagner@ade.arkansas.gov

Four Capitol Mall | Little Rock, AR 72201 | dese.arkansas.gov | (501) 682-4475
An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Jordan Smith High School Principal
President * o Phone: 870-256-4166
Charlie Brown Marc Sherrell: SUPERINTENDENT
Vice President 600 Main Street
Brent Calhoun Des Arc, Arkansas 72040 Cheryl Holland
Secretary PHONE: 870-256-4164 Elementary Principal
Johnny Reidhar FAX: 870-256-3701 Phone: 870-256-4776
Billy Hinson
Drew Widener
TJ English
May 15, 2023

Dear Mrs. Jones,
I am sorry, but the application you submitted for Lee Jones Jr. has been rejected by the Des Arc School District
for the following reason(s).
__ Your child's resident district has declared itself exempt from the provisions of the School Choice
Law due to it being under an enforceable desegregation order.
____Your child does not meet the openings identified for the coming school-year identified in the Board
of Directors Resolution adopted on insert date.
The specific reason for rejection is that acceptance would cause the district to have to add:

_ X Staff

__ Teachers
___ classroom(s)
___ the insert the name of the program, class, grade level, or school building's capacity
As noted in your original application, you have ten (10) days from receipt of this notice in which to
submit a written appeal of this decision to the State Board of Education.

Respectfully,

Dr. Marc Sherrell
Superintendent

Des Arc Schools L )}J(djﬂ(}r kbé ‘
A’H/enﬁ"bl" Shast 1 Des ¢ Clemetys X
T disayte et
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Shastady Wagner (ADE)

From: Marc Sherrell <sherrellm@desarcschools.org>
Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2023 3:32 PM

To: Shastady Wagner (ADE)

Subject: Re: School Choice Appeal - Jones Family

-
!

i Caution: This is an external email and may contain a suspicious subject or content. Please take care when clicking
links or opening attachments. When in doubt, contact ADE IT Services.

d

We are basing our School Choice denial for Lee Jones Ir. based on the following rule regarding school choice:

2-1.03 These rules do not require a school district to add teachers, staff, or classrooms, or
in any way to exceed the requirements and standards established by existing law.

If we accepted this student, as stated in their appeal, they want us to send them to the Sunshine school in
Searcy. Thisis an expense to our school of $24,000 a year per student. The Sunshine school is not even part
of our district. The family is basically asking us to accept the student because their home school does not send
students to the Sunshine school. If the student did not go to Sunshine, we would still have the expense of
hiring a personal aid for the student. This has all originated from the fact that Hazen will not send students to
the Sunshine school because of the expense. At Des Arc, we will send up to four or five but we have already
reached that number. At this point, we do not feel that we can afford the cost associated with accepting this

student.
Thank you,
Dr. Sherrell

On Mon, Jun 12, 2023 at 11:15 AM Shastady Wagner (ADE) <Shastady.Wagner@ade.arkansas.gov> wrote:

Superintendent Sherrell,

Please find attached a school choice appeal filed with the Division of Elementary and Secondary Education by
the Jones family. The family appeals the decision of the Des Arc School District. The DESE Rules Governing
Public School Choice state that the nonresident and resident districts may file any response to an appeal within
ten (10) days, not including weekends or legal holidays. of receipt of the appeal. I have attached a copy of the
rules for your review. You may send responses directly to me. I am unable to contact the parent and cannot
determine from the appeal packet who the resident district is. I wanted to ensure you were made aware of this
appeal in plenty of time, but if you could tell me who the resident district is I would appreciate it.

All parties will receive a formal hearing notice detailing the date, time, and location of the hearing before the
State Board of Education, but this appeal will be heard at the July State Board meeting. Thank you for your

attention to this matter.
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If we sent two students to Sunshine School
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(File tuition agreement in quadruplicate)

TUITION AGREEMENT
The DES ARC SCHOOL DISTRICT (Resident District ) of
WHITE County hereby agrees to pay to The Sunshine School, Inc.

(Servicing District) of White County tuition in the amount of:

$13,400.00 (transported) or $12,000.00 (non-transported) per pupil for providing
educational services to its students in K-12 (grades) during 2022-2023.

CONDITIONS:

Sunshine School shall bill the district each semester including a district student list.
Sunshine School shall provide monthly attendance to the district. Sunshine School
shall notify the district when students exit the program.

*The specifics of the agreement should be given here i.e., whether payment is per
enrollment, ADA or ADM, for the current or previous year; how payment is to made
(annually, semi-annually, monthly, etc.); who pays transportation and /or another costs;
are attendance records to furnished; and other pertinent information.

RESIDENT DISTRICT SERVICING DISTRICT
%M«LZ&A Collys Dovniprn
(Signature, President of Board) (Signature, President of Board)

ot (2 Jome

(Slgnatur Supermtendent]

Signature, Superintendent)

ADDRESS ADDRESS
Lbo NMan Street P.0. Box 831
D@S /AYYC, PYQ WQOLlD Searcy, Arkansas 72145

Approved: Date:

Public School District or approved Special Education School. “District” may include
“Educational Cooperatives” established pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. 6-13-902

Send all copies to the Department of Education, Local Fiscal Services, #4 Capitol Mall, Room
105-C, Little Rock, Arkansas 72201-1013 01/03/08





